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Florida Senate - 2012 SB 1250

By Senator Hays

20-01316-12 20121250
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to the trading of water quality
credits; amending s. 403.067, F.S.; providing that
state policy is to encourage a water quality credit
trading program through public-private partnerships;
expanding an existing water quality credit trading
pilot program in the Lower St. Johns River Basin to
include the Caloosahatchee, St. Lucie, and Lake
Okeechobee Basins; requiring the South Florida Water
Management District to define the basins; requiring
that the water management district coordinate with the
Department of Environmental Protection to establish
public-private partnerships for the development of
water quality enhancement projects and trading
programs in the designated basins; removing references
to the Lower St. Johns River Basin pilot project;
requiring the department to amend its rules; deleting
a reporting requirement relating to the effectiveness
of the Lower St. Johns River Basin pilot project;

providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Present paragraphs (a) through (g) of subsection
(8) of section 403.067, Florida Statutes, are redesignated as
paragraphs (b) through (h), respectively, a new paragraph (a) is
added to that subsection, and subsection (10) of that section is
amended, to read:

403.067 Establishment and implementation of total maximum
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daily loads.—
(8) WATER QUALITY CREDIT TRADING.-—

(a) It is the policy of this state to encourage a robust

water quality credit trading program through public-private

partnerships because the trading of water quality credits can

lead to increased environmental benefits at reduced costs to the

state.

(10) PILOT PROGRAMS.—Water quality credit trading shall be

limited to the Lower St. Johns River Basin, the Caloosahatchee

Basin, the St. Lucie Basin, and the Lake Okeechobee Basin. The

Caloosahatchee, St. Lucie, and Lake Okeechobee Basins shall be

defined by the South Florida Water Management District. The

South Florida Water Management District shall coordinate with

the department to establish public-private partnerships for the

development of water quality enhancement projects and water

quality trading programs for such projects in the designated
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effeetively implement—the pilotprojeet- Entities that

participate in water quality credit trades shall timely report
to the department the prices for credits, how the prices were
determined, and any state funding received for the facilities or
activities that generated the credits. The department may shads
not participate in the establishment of credit prices. The

department shall amend the rules adopted pursuant to paragraph

(9) (c¢) to implement pilot programs for the Caloosahatchee, St.
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