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A bill to be entitled
An act relating to early learning; amending s. 411.01,
F.S.; revising the duties of the Office of Early
Learning within the Department of Education; requiring
that the Office of Early Learning develop and adopt by
rule unified performance standards and outcome
measures for school readiness programs; requiring that
the Office of Early Learning adopt a statewide,
standardized contract that is limited to state and
federal requirements to be used by the early learning
coalitions; requiring that the Office of Early
Learning prohibit such coalitions from adopting
addenda to the contract; revising provisions to
conform to changes made by the act; amending s.
411.01013, F.S.; defining the term “affordable parent
contribution”; revising provisions relating to the
prevailing market rate schedule adopted by the Office
of Early Learning; requiring that the prevailing
market rate schedule differentiate rates by the type
of child care services provided for preschool-age
children participating in the Voluntary
Prekindergarten Education Program; requiring that the
Office of Early Learning calculate a payment schedule
equal to the prevailing market rate for each
differentiated rate, minus the affordable parent
contribution; amending s. 1002.71, F.S.; requiring
that a school district offering the Voluntary
Prekindergarten Education Program adopt procedures

that separately account for the funds received and the
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expenses incurred for the program; providing an

effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Paragraph (e) of subsection (2), paragraph (d)
of subsection (4), paragraph (d) of subsection (5), paragraph
(c) of subsection (6), and paragraph (g) of subsection (9) of
section 411.01, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

411.01 School readiness programs; early learning
coalitions.—

(2) LEGISLATIVE INTENT.—

(e) It is the intent of the Legislature that the school
readiness program coordinate and operate in conjunction with the
district school systems. However, it is also the intent of the
Legislature that the school readiness program not be construed
as part of the system of free public schools but rather as a
separate program for children under the age of kindergarten
eligibility, funded separately from the system of free public

schools, using the affordable parent contribution as defined in

s. 411.01013(1) (a) wvtitizing o moandatery stidingfee——sealte, and

providing an integrated and seamless system of school readiness
services for the state’s birth-to-kindergarten population.

(4) OFFICE OF EARLY LEARNING OF THE DEPARTMENT OF
EDUCATION.—

(d) The Office of Early Learning shall:

1. Be responsible for the prudent use of all public and
private funds in accordance with all legal and contractual

requirements.
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2. Provide final approval and every 2 years review early
learning coalitions and school readiness plans.

3. Establish a unified approach to the state’s efforts
toward enhancement of school readiness. In support of this
effort, the Office of Early Learning shall adopt specific system
support services that address the state’s school readiness
programs. An early learning coalition shall amend its school
readiness plan to conform to the specific system support

services adopted by rule of the Office of Early Learning. System

support services shaii—inetude;—but are not limited to the
following:
a. Child care resource and referral services;
Warm-Line services;
Eligibility determinations;
Child performance standards;
Child screening and assessment;
Developmentally appropriate curricula;

Health and safety requirements;

o Q +Hh O QO Q O

Statewide data system requirements; and

i. Rating and improvement systems.

4. Safeguard the effective use of federal, state, local,
and private resources to achieve the highest possible level of
school readiness for the children in this state.

5. Adopt a rule establishing criteria for the expenditure
of funds designated for the purpose of funding activities to
improve the quality of child care within the state in accordance
with s. 658G of the federal Child Care and Development Block
Grant Act.

6. Provide technical assistance to early learning
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coalitions in a manner determined by the Office of Early
Learning based upon information obtained by the office from
various sources, including, but not limited to, public input,
government reports, private interest group reports, office
monitoring visits, and coalition requests for service.

7. In cooperation with the early learning coalitions,
coordinate with the Child Care Services Program Office of the
Department of Children and Family Services to minimize
duplicating interagency activities, health and safety
monitoring, and acquiring and composing data pertaining to child
care training and credentialing.

8. Develop and adopt by rule unified performance standards

and outcome measures for school readiness programs. The
performance standards must address the age-appropriate progress
of children in the development of school readiness skills. The
performance standards for children from birth to 5 years of age
in school readiness programs must be integrated with the
performance standards adopted by the Department of Education for
children in the Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program
under s. 1002.67.

9. Adopt a statewide, standardized standard contract that

is limited to state and federal requirements and that must be

used by the coalitions when contracting with school readiness

providers. In order to fulfill the legislative intent in

paragraph (2) (c), the Office of Early Learning shall prohibit

the coalitions from adopting addenda to the contract.

(5) CREATION OF EARLY LEARNING COALITIONS.—

(d) Implementation.—

1. An early learning coalition may not implement the school
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readiness program until the coalition’s school readiness plan is
approved by the Office of Early Learning.

2. Each early learning coalition shall coordinate with one
another to implement a comprehensive program of school readiness
services which enhances the cognitive, social, physical, and
moral character of the children to achieve the performance
standards and outcome measures and which helps families achieve
economic self-sufficiency. Such program must contain, at a
minimum, the following elements:

a. Implement the school readiness program to meet the
requirements of this section and the system support services,
performance standards, and outcome measures adopted by the
Office of Early Learning.

b. Demonstrate how the program will ensure that each child
from birth through 5 years of age in a publicly funded school
readiness program receives scheduled activities and instruction
designed to enhance the age-appropriate progress of the children
in attaining the performance standards adopted by the department
under subparagraph (4) (d)S8.

c. Ensure that the coalition has solicited and considered
comments regarding the proposed school readiness plan from the

local community.

Before implementing the school readiness program, the early
learning coalition must submit the plan to the office for
approval. The office may approve the plan, reject the plan, or
approve the plan with conditions. The office shall review school
readiness plans at least every 2 years.

3. If the Office of Early Learning determines during the
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146| review of school readiness plans, or through monitoring and
147| performance evaluations conducted under paragraph (4) (1), that
148 an early learning coalition has not substantially implemented
149 its plan, has not substantially met the performance standards
150 and outcome measures adopted by the office, or has not
151| effectively administered the school readiness program or
152| Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program, the office may
153| dissolve the coalition and temporarily contract with a qualified
154 entity to continue school readiness and prekindergarten services
155 in the coalition’s county or multicounty region until the office
156 reestablishes the coalition and a new school readiness plan is
157| approved in accordance with the rules adopted by the office.
158 4. The Office of Early Learning shall adopt rules
159| establishing criteria for the approval of school readiness
160| plans. The criteria must be consistent with the system support
161 services, performance standards, and outcome measures adopted by
162 the office and must require each approved plan to include the
163 following minimum standards for the school readiness program:
164 a. A community plan that addresses the needs of all
165| children and providers within the coalition’s county or

166| multicounty region.
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169| pregramproviders—
170 b.e+~ A choice of settings and locations in licensed,

171 registered, religious-exempt, or school-based programs to be
172| provided to parents.
173 c.&+ Specific eligibility priorities for children in

174 accordance with subsection (06).
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d.e+ Performance standards and outcome measures adopted by
the office.

e.f+ Payment rates adopted by the early learning coalitions
and approved by the office. Payment rates may not have the
effect of limiting parental choice or creating standards or
levels of services that have not been expressly established by
the Legislature, unless the creation of such standards or levels
of service, which must be uniform throughout the state, has been
approved by the Federal Government and result in the state being
eligible to receive additional federal funds available for early
learning on a statewide basis.

f.g+ Direct enhancement services for families and children.
System support and direct enhancement services shall be in
addition to payments for the placement of children in school
readiness programs. Direct enhancement services for families may
include parent training and involvement activities and
strategies to meet the needs of unique populations and local
eligibility priorities. Enhancement services for children may
include provider supports and professional development approved
in the plan by the Office of Early Learning.

g.h+ The business organization of the early learning
coalition, which must include the coalition’s articles of
incorporation and bylaws if the coalition is organized as a
corporation. If the coalition is not organized as a corporation
or other business entity, the plan must include the contract
with a fiscal agent. An early learning coalition may contract
with other coalitions to achieve efficiency in multicounty
services, and these contracts may be part of the coalition’s

school readiness plan.
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h.i++ The implementation of locally developed quality
programs in accordance with the requirements adopted by the

office under subparagraph (4) (d)5.

The Office of Early Learning may request the Governor to apply
for a waiver to allow the coalition to administer the Head Start
Program to accomplish the purposes of the school readiness
program.

5. Persons with an early childhood teaching certificate may
provide support and supervision to other staff in the school
readiness program.

6. An early learning coalition may not implement its school
readiness plan until it submits the plan to and receives
approval from the Office of Early Learning. Once the plan is
approved, the plan and the services provided under the plan
shall be controlled by the early learning coalition. The plan
shall be reviewed and revised as necessary, but at least
biennially. An early learning coalition may not implement the
revisions until the coalition submits the revised plan to and
receives approval from the office. If the office rejects a
revised plan, the coalition must continue to operate under its
prior approved plan.

7. Section 125.901(2) (a)3. does not apply to school
readiness programs. The Office of Early Learning may apply to
the Governor and Cabinet for a waiver of, and the Governor and
Cabinet may waive, any of the provisions of ss. 411.223 and
1003.54, if the waiver is necessary for implementation of school
readiness programs.

8. Two or more early learning coalitions may join for
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purposes of planning and implementing a school readiness
program.

(6) PROGRAM ELIGIBILITY.—The school readiness program is
established for children from birth to the beginning of the
school year for which a child is eligible for admission to
kindergarten in a public school under s. 1003.21(1) (a)2. or who
are eligible for any federal subsidized child care program. Each
early learning coalition shall give priority for participation
in the school readiness program as follows:

(c) Subsequent priority shall be given to a child who meets
one or more of the following criteria:

1. A child who is younger than the age of kindergarten
eligibility and:

a. Is at risk of welfare dependency, including an
economically disadvantaged child, a child of a participant in
the welfare transition program, a child of a migratory
agricultural worker, or a child of a teen parent.

b. Is a member of a working family that is economically
disadvantaged.

c. For whom financial assistance is provided through the
Relative Caregiver Program under s. 39.5085.

2. A 3-year-old child or 4-year-old child who may not be
economically disadvantaged but who has a disability; has been
served in a specific part-time exceptional education program or
a combination of part-time exceptional education programs with
required special services, aids, or equipment; and was
previously reported for funding part time under the Florida
Education Finance Program as an exceptional student.

3. An economically disadvantaged child, a child with a
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disability, or a child at risk of future school failure, from
birth to 4 years of age, who is served at home through a home
visitor program and an intensive parent education program.

4. A child who meets federal and state eligibility
requirements for the migrant preschool program but who is not

economically disadvantaged.

As used in this paragraph, the term “economically disadvantaged”
means having a family income that does not exceed 150 percent of
the federal poverty level. Notwithstanding any change in a

family’s economic status, but subject to the affordable parent

rg—Ffee——seate, a child who meets the eligibility
requirements upon initial registration for the program remains
eligible until the beginning of the school year for which the
child is eligible for admission to kindergarten in a public
school under s. 1003.21(1) (a)2.

(9) FUNDING; SCHOOL READINESS PROGRAM.-—

(g) All cost savings and all revenues received through the

affordable parent contribution a—mandatery—siiding—fee—seale

shall be used to help fund each early learning coalition’s

school readiness program.

Section 2. Subsection (1), paragraph (b) of subsection (3),
and subsection (5) of section 411.01013, Florida Statutes, are
amended to read:

411.01013 Prevailing market rate schedule.—

(1) As used in this section, the term:

(a) “Affordable parent contribution” means 10 percent of

the annual family income.
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291 (b) 4e> “Market rate” means the price that a child care
292| provider charges for daily, weekly, or monthly child care
293 services.
294 (c)HPy» “Prevailing market rate” means the annually
295 determined 75th percentile of a reasonable frequency
296| distribution of the market rate in a predetermined geographic
297! market at which child care providers charge a person for child

298 care services.

299 (3) The prevailing market rate schedule, at a minimum,
300 must:
301 (b) Differentiate rates by the type of child care services

302| provided for children with special needs or risk categories,

303 infants, toddlers, preschool-age children, preschool-age

304 children participating in the Voluntary Prekindergarten

305 Education Program, and school-age children.

306 (5) In order to enable parents to work and be financially

307 self-sufficient as provided in s. 411.01(4) (a), the Office of

308 Farly Learning shall calculate a payment schedule equal to the

309| prevailing market rate for each differentiated rate, minus the

1
-

H-

310 affordable parent contribution. Fheprevaitingmarket—rate—sha

311| be—<considered by an—ecarliy tearning coalitionin+the adeoption—-of
312 a—paymert—schedute dn aececordance—with s+—4H- 015+t

313 Section 3. Subsection (10) is added to section 1002.71,
314 Florida Statutes, to read:

315 1002.71 Funding; financial and attendance reporting.—

316 (10) A school district that offers the Voluntary

317 Prekindergarten Education Program pursuant to s. 1002.61 or s.

318 1002.63 shall adopt procedures that separately account for the

319| funds received and the expenses incurred for the program.
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320 Section 4. This act shall take effect July 1, 2012.
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