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A bill to be entitled
An act relating to a comprehensive health information
system; amending s. 408.05, F.S.; renaming the Florida
Center for Health Information and Policy Analysis as
the Florida Health Information Transparency
Initiative; providing a statement of purpose for the
initiative; providing the duties of the Agency for
Health Care Administration; revising the data and
information required to be included in the health
information system; revising the functions that the
agency must perform in order to collect and
disseminate health information and statistics;
deleting provisions that require the center to provide
technical assistance to persons and organizations
engaged in health planning activities; deleting
provisions that require the center to provide
widespread dissemination of data; requiring the agency
to implement the transparency initiative in a manner
that recognizes state-collected data as an asset and
rewards taxpayer investment in information collection
and management; authorizing the agency to apply for,
receive, and accept grants, gifts, and other payments,
including property and services, from a governmental
or other public or private entity or person; requiring
the agency to ensure that certain vendors do not
inhibit or impede consumer access to state-collected
health data and information; abolishing the State
Consumer Health Information and Policy Advisory
Council; amending ss. 381.026, 395.301, 465.0244,
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627.6499, and 641.54, F.S.; conforming provisions to

changes made by the act; providing an effective date.
Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
Section 1. Section 408.05, Florida Statutes, is amended to

read:

408.05 Florida €emter—for Health Information Transparency

Initiative andPetieyAnatysis.—

(1) PURPOSE ESTABEFSHMENT.—The agency shall coordinate
establisha FleoridaCenter for Health Information andPeliey
Aratysis—TFheecenter shatt—establish a comprehensive health
information system to promote accessibility, transparency, and

utility of state-collected data and information about health
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providers, facilities, services, and payment sources provide—for
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shall be responsible for making data available in a manner that

allows for and encourages multiple and innovative uses of data

sets collected under the auspices of the state. Subject to the

General Appropriations Act, the agency shall contract with one

or more vendors to develop new methods of dissemination and to

convert data into easily useable electronic formats staffed—with
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(2) HEALTH-RELATED DATA.—The comprehensive health

information system eperatedlby—the Florida Center for Heatth
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(d) > The extent, source, and type of public and private

health insurance coverage in this state.

(e)+ The data necessary for measuring value and quality

of care provided by various health care providers, including

applicable credentials, accreditation status, utilization,

revenues and expenses, outcomes, site visits, and other

regulatory reports, and the results of administrative and civil

litigation.

(3) COORDINATION COMPREHENSIVEHEALTH INFORMATION—SYSTEM,.—

In order to collect and disseminate comprehensive preduee

comparakble—and—uniform health information and statistics for the

public as well as for development of policy recommendations, the

agency shall perform the following functions:

(a) Collect and compile data from all state agencies and

programs involved in providing, regulating, and paying for

o Sy et o
T CTT (./L\j\./ll\./_l_\./u

health services Coordinatethe aectivitie

0]
q

(b) Promote data sharing through the Bradertake researehs

development, dissemination, and evaluation of state-collected

health data and by making such data available, transferable, and

readily useable respeetingthe comprehensive healtth information

T PP I =
CTCTT L/Lv\_/llk/_l_\_/d iy

(c)+eh Develop written agreements with local, state, and
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436 1. A patient has the right to be given, upon request, by
437 the responsible provider, his or her designee, or a
438 representative of the health care facility full information and
439| necessary counseling on the availability of known financial
440 resources for the patient’s health care.
441 2. A health care provider or a health care facility shall,
442| wupon request, disclose to each patient who is eligible for
443 Medicare, before treatment, whether the health care provider or
444 the health care facility in which the patient is receiving
445| medical services accepts assignment under Medicare reimbursement
446| as payment in full for medical services and treatment rendered
447| 1in the health care provider’s office or health care facility.
448 3. A primary care provider may publish a schedule of
449| charges for the medical services that the provider offers to
450| patients. The schedule must include the prices charged to an
451 uninsured person paying for such services by cash, check, credit
452 card, or debit card. The schedule must be posted in a
453| conspicuous place in the reception area of the provider’s office
454 and must include, but is not limited to, the 50 services most
455 frequently provided by the primary care provider. The schedule
456| may group services by three price levels, listing services in
457 each price level. The posting must be at least 15 square feet in
458 size. A primary care provider who publishes and maintains a
459| schedule of charges for medical services is exempt from the
460 license fee requirements for a single period of renewal of a
461| professional license under chapter 456 for that licensure term
462 and is exempt from the continuing education requirements of
463| chapter 456 and the rules implementing those requirements for a

464 single 2-year period.
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465 4. If a primary care provider publishes a schedule of
466 charges pursuant to subparagraph 3., he or she must continually
467| post it at all times for the duration of active licensure in
468 this state when primary care services are provided to patients.
469 If a primary care provider fails to post the schedule of charges

470 in accordance with this subparagraph, the provider must shatd—lbe

471| reeguired—Ete pay any license fee and comply with amy continuing
472| education requirements for which an exemption was received.

473 5. A health care provider or a health care facility shall,
474| wupon request, furnish a person, before the provision of medical
475 services, a reasonable estimate of charges for such services.
476| The health care provider or the health care facility shall

477| provide an uninsured person, before the provision of a planned
478| nonemergency medical service, a reasonable estimate of charges
479 for such service and information regarding the provider’s or
480 facility’s discount or charity policies for which the uninsured
481| person may be eligible. Such estimates by a primary care

482| provider must be consistent with the schedule posted under

483 subparagraph 3. To the extent possible, estimates shall—te—the

484 extent—possikbter be written in language comprehensible to an

485| ordinary layperson. Such reasonable estimate does not preclude
486| the health care provider or health care facility from exceeding
487 the estimate or making additional charges based on changes in
488 the patient’s condition or treatment needs.

489 6. Each licensed facility not operated by the state shall
490| make available to the public on its Internet website or by other
491| electronic means a description of and a link to the performance
492 outcome and financial data that is published by the agency

4
3
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k). The facility shall place a notice
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494| 1in the reception area that such information is available
495| electronically and the website address. The licensed facility
496| may indicate that the pricing information is based on a
497 compilation of charges for the average patient and that each
498| patient’s bill may vary from the average depending upon the
499| severity of illness and individual resources consumed. The
500 licensed facility may also indicate that the price of service is
501| negotiable for eligible patients based upon the patient’s
502 ability to pay.
503 7. A patient has the right to receive a copy of an itemized
504| bill upon request. A patient has a right to be given an
505 explanation of charges upon request.
506 Section 3. Subsection (11) of section 395.301, Florida
507 Statutes, 1s amended to read:
508 395.301 Itemized patient bill; form and content prescribed
509| by the agency.—
510 (11) Each licensed facility shall make available on its
511 Internet website a link to the performance outcome and financial
512| data that is published by the Agency for Health Care
513 Administration pursvert—te—s5+—408-053)k)r. The facility shall
514| place a notice in the reception area that the information is
515| available electronically and the facility’s Internet website
516| address.
517 Section 4. Section 465.0244, Florida Statutes, is amended
518 to read:
519 465.0244 Information disclosure.—Every pharmacy shall make
520 available on its Internet website a link to the performance
521 outcome and financial data that is published by the Agency for

522 Health Care Administration pursuwanrt—te—s+—488-085(3rk and shall
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523| place in the area where customers receive filled prescriptions
524| notice that such information is available electronically and the
525 address of its Internet website.

526 Section 5. Subsection (2) of section 627.6499, Florida
527 Statutes, is amended to read:

528 627.6499 Reporting by insurers and third-party

529| administrators.—

530 (2) Each health insurance issuer shall make available on
531 its Internet website a link to the performance outcome and

532 financial data that is published by the Agency for Health Care

533 Administration pursvant—te—s+—408-05(3)H) and shall include in

534| every policy delivered or issued for delivery to any person in
535| the state or amy materials provided as required by s. 627.64725
536| notice that such information is available electronically and the
537| address of its Internet website.

538 Section 6. Subsection (7) of section 641.54, Florida

539 Statutes, is amended to read:

540 641.54 Information disclosure.—

541 (7) Each health maintenance organization shall make

542 available on its Internet website a link to the performance

543| outcome and financial data that is published by the Agency for

544 Health Care Administration pursuwanrt—te—-s+—488-085(3r&> and shall

545 include in every policy delivered or issued for delivery to any
546| person in the state or amy materials provided as required by s.
547 627.64725 notice that such information is available

548 electronically and the address of its Internet website.

549 Section 7. This act shall take effect July 1, 2013.
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