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By the Committee on Education; and Senator Legg

581-02625-13 20131664cl

0 J o b w N

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29

CODING: Words striekern are deletions;

A bill to be entitled
An act relating to education instructional personnel
and school administrators; amending s. 1004.04, F.S.;
revising legislative intent; revising the requirements
of State Board of Education rule for uniform core
curricula for state-approved teacher preparation
programs; revising the process for initial approval of
state-approved teacher preparation programs; revising
the requirements for continued approval of state-
approved teacher preparation programs; requiring the
State Board of Education to adopt rules for continued
approval of teacher preparation programs; requiring
the Commissioner of Education to determine the
continued approval of each program; providing
requirements for a report that certain public and
private institutions prepare regarding their teacher
preparation programs; requiring the Department of
Education to report to the Governor, the Legislature,
the State Board of Education, the Board of Governors,
the Commissioner of Education, each Florida
postsecondary teacher preparation program, each
district school superintendent, and the public the
results of each approved program’s annual progress and
the current approval status of each program; revising
the requirements for preservice field experience;
amending s. 1004.85, F.S.; revising the definition of
the term “educator preparation institute”; authorizing
a qualified private provider to seek approval to offer

a competency-based certification program; revising the
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criteria for approval of preparation programs;
requiring the department to approve a certification
program under certain circumstances; revising the
requirements for program participants; revising the
criteria for continued approval of programs; revising
the requirements for personnel that participate in
field experiences; amending s. 1012.32, F.S.;
conforming cross-references and conforming provisions
to changes made by the act; amending s. 1012.55, F.S.;
requiring the State Board of Education to adopt rules
that allow an individual who meets specified criteria
to be eligible for a temporary certificate in
education leadership; amending s. 1012.56, F.S.;
authorizing the State Board of Education to adopt
rules that allow for the acceptance of college course
credits recommended by the American Council for
Education; authorizing a school district to provide a
professional development certification program;
specifying the components of the program; revising
requirements for demonstrating mastery of professional
education competence; requiring the Commissioner of
Education to determine the continued approval of the
programs; requiring the Department of Education to
provide a review procedure for an applicant who fails
a certification examination; requiring the applicant
to bear the actual cost in order for the department to
provide an examination review; amending s. 1012.585,
F.S.; conforming a cross-reference; amending s.

1012.71, F.S.; renaming the Florida Teachers Lead
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Program as the Florida Teachers Classroom Supply
Assistance Program; providing that the calculation of
funds for each teacher includes local contributions;
requiring that a teacher’s proportionate share of
funds be provided by any means determined appropriate,
including a debit card; providing requirements for the
debit card; authorizing the Department of Education
and the district school boards to enter into public-
private partnerships; deleting provisions relating to
a pilot program established for the 2009-2010 fiscal
year; amending s. 1012.98, F.S.; authorizing rather
than requiring each school principal to establish and
maintain an individual professional development plan
for each instructional employee assigned to the school
as a seamless component to the school improvement

plans; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 1004.04, Florida Statutes, is amended to
read:

1004.04 Public accountability and state approval for
teacher preparation programs.-—

(1) INTENT.-—

(a) The Legislature recognizes that effective skililed
teachers make an important contribution to a system that allows
students to obtain a high-quality education.

(b) The intent of the Legislature is to require the State

Board of Education to maintain afttaim a system for development
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88 and approval of teacher preparation programs which £hat allows
89| postsecondary teacher preparation institutions to employ varied
90 and innovative teacher preparation techniques while being held

91 accountable for producing program completers g¥raduates with the

92 competencies and skills necessary to achieve the state education
93 goals; help all students in the state’s diverse student

94| populationy—aretuding—students—whohave substandard—reading—and
95| eomputatienat—skildsand students—with imited Fagtish

96| prefieteneyr meet high standards for academic achievement;

97| maintain safe, secure classroom learning environments; and
98 sustain the state system of school improvement and education
99 accountability established pursuant to ss. 1000.03(5) and
100 1008.345.
101 (2) UNIFORM CORE CURRICULA AND CANDIDATE ASSESSMENT.—

102 (a) The State Board of Education shall adopt rules pursuant
103 to ss. 120.536(1) and 120.54 which #hat establish uniform core
104 curricula for each state-approved teacher preparation program.
105 (b) The rules to establish uniform core curricula for each
106 state-approved teacher preparation program must include, but are

107 not limited to, the following:

108 1. The Florida Educator Accomplished Practices.

109 2. The state-adopted content standards. a—State Beard—of

110| Edueation—identifiedfoundation—in

111 3. Scientifically researched reading instruction.s

112| *kneowledge—basedreading

113 4. Content literacy and mathematics practices.

114| computationat—Skitisacguisition—classSroom management;

115 5. Strategies appropriate for the instruction of English

116 language learners.
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6. Strategies appropriate for the instruction of students

with disabilities.

7. School safety+—preofessronal—ethies;—eduecational—taws
baitm daoaxzal rmaoant nal ul i a v e Al 1o A ot A0~ £ + 1
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(c) Each candidate must receive instruction and be assessed

on the uniform core curricula in the candidate’s area or areas

of program concentration during course work and field

experlences These—rules——shall net reguire anadditienal period

(d) Before program completion, each candidate must

demonstrate his or her ability to positively impact student

learning growth in the candidate’s area or areas of program

concentration during a prekindergarten through grade 12 field

experience and must pass each portion of the Florida Teacher

Certification Examination required for a professional

certificate in the area or areas of program concentration.
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(3)44> INITIAL STATE PROGRAM APPROVAL.—

(a) A program approval process based on standards adopted

pursuant to this subsection and subsection subseetiens (2) and

43> must be established for postsecondary teacher preparation

programs—phased—in—acecording—to—+timelines determined by —+the
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preparation—programs—in—the—SEate. Each program shall be
approved by the department, consistent with the intent set forth

in subsection (1) and based p¥imarity upon evidence of the

institution’s and the program’s capacity to meet the

requirements for continued approval as provided in subsection

(4) and by the rules of the State Board of Education

(b) Each teacher preparation program approved by the

Department of Education, as provided for by this section, shall

require students to meet, at a minimum, the following as

prerequisites for admission into the program:

1. Have a grade point average of at least 2.5 on a 4.0
scale for the general education component of undergraduate
studies or have completed the requirements for a baccalaureate
degree with a minimum grade point average of 2.5 on a 4.0 scale
from any college or university accredited by a regional
accrediting association as defined by State Board of Education
rule or any college or university otherwise approved pursuant to
State Board of Education rule.

2. Demonstrate mastery of general knowledge sufficient for

entry into the program, including the ability to read, write,

and perform in mathematics eempuvte, by passing the General

Knowledge Test of the Florida Teacher Certification Examination

or, for a graduate level program, obtain a baccalaureate degree

from an institution that is accredited or approved—the—-Coltege
: 1 lemie Skills T i ¥’ £

T
T

Israminatieon——Sseries;—eora—simitar—+test pursuant

7
J & g =y

Naodt 4 o
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to the rules of the State Board of Education.
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Each teacher preparation program may waive these admissions
requirements for up to 10 percent of the students admitted.
Programs shall implement strategies to ensure that students
admitted under a waiver receive assistance to demonstrate
competencies to successfully meet requirements for certification

and shall annually report to the Department of Education the

status of each candidate admitted under such a waiver.

(c) Each teacher preparation program approved by the
Department of Education, as provided for by this section, shall
provide a certification ombudsman to facilitate the process and

procedures required for graduates to obtain educator

professional or temporary certification pursuant to s. 1012.56.

(4)+45)r CONTINUED PROGRAM APPROVAL. Netwithstanding

&) Continued approval of a speeifie teacher preparation

program shall be based upon evidence that the program continues

to implement the requirements for initial approval and upon

significant, objective, and quantifiable measures of the program

and the performance of the program completers.

(a) The criteria for continued approval must include each

of the following:

1. Documentation from the program that each program
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candidate met the admission requirements provided in subsection

(3) .

2. Documentation from the program that the program and each

program completer have met the requirements provided in

subsection (2).

3. Evidence of performance in each of the following areas:

a. Placement rate of program completers into instructional

positions in Florida public schools.

b. Rate of retention for employed program completers in

instructional positions in Florida public schools.

c. Performance of students in prekindergarten through grade

12 who are assigned to in-field program completers on statewide

assessments using the results of the student learning growth

formula adopted under s. 1012.34.

d. Performance of students in prekindergarten through grade

12 who are assigned to in-field program completers aggregated by

student subgroup, as defined in the federal Elementary and

Secondary Education Act (ESEA), 20 U.S.C. s.

6311 (b) (2) (C) (v) (IT), as a measure of how well the program

prepares teachers to work with a diverse population of students

in a variety of settings in Florida public schools.

e. Results of a program completer’s annual performance

evaluation pursuant to s. 1012.34.

f. Production of program completers in statewide critical

teacher shortage areas as identified in s. 1012.07 pregrams—at

b
g
B
D
(0N
oF
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262| Deportment—eof Fducation shall annvallvy preoevidean—analysis—of
263| +theperformance—of the graduates—of sueh institution—with
264 ' ' '
265| by—s—30E2-56=

266 (b) The State Board of Education shall adopt rules for

267 continued approval of teacher preparation programs which include

268 the program review process, the continued approval timelines,

269 and the performance level targets for each of the continued

270 approval criteria in paragraph (a). Additional criteria fe=

271 eeontinved program approval—fer publieinstitutiens may be

272 approved by the State Board of Education. Such criteria may

273 include a must—emphasize instruvetion in—eclassroom management—and
274 must—provide—fertheevaluatienof +the teacher candidates’

275 performance—Fn—this area—The—ers B
276| ZIpstruvetienin—workingwith underachieving students—Program

277 evaluvatienpreceduresmustinelude;—butarenotlimited—tor

278| program completer’s graguates’ satisfaction with instruction and

279 an employer’s satisfaction with, and the program’s

280| responsiveness to, local school districts. The Commissioner of

281 Education shall determine the continued approval of each program

282| based on the data collected pursuant to this section and the
283 rules of the State Board of Education Additienat—eriteria—Ffeor
284

285 deveteopedin—the same manner as—for pubtie dnstitutionss
286 hewever——sugeheriteriamustbe based vporn——Ssignificants

287 ' ' ——
288
289| survey—instrumentsandother appropriatemeans—shatt be shared
290 i i i i
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efFdueation. By Januvary+—eof ecaoch year;—the Pepartment—of
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gysingprocedures—anderiteria—oeutlined—=n an institutional
program evaluation plan appreved by —the Pepartmentof Fdueation.

FEach institutional program evaluation Fhis plan must incorporate

the criteria established in paragraphs (a) and (b) and may

include additional data chosen by the program. The plan must

provide information on how the institution addresses continuous

program improvement and must include provisions for involving

primary stakeholders, such as program completers graduates,

public &istrietr school personnel, classroom teachers,

principals, community agencies, and business representatives in

the evaluation process. Ppeorn—reguest—byaniastitution;—the
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that—emplroy graduates—ef—+the Pprograms- Each teacher preparation
program must shkadtdt guarantee the high quality of its program

completers graduates during the first 2 years immediately
following completion of gradwatien—frem the program or following

initial certification, whichever occurs first. Any program

completer who is employed in a Florida public school during this

2-year period and who earns an evaluation result of developing

or unsatisfactory on the school district’s evaluation system

implemented under s. 1012.34 edugeateor i o Fleorida—school—whe

£
L

21l o+ Aomaon ot oot 1 ccontaial oled 11 o P
L 1o C A S NSY | § AN i SN i U Sy @5 RGP we) CIICT NSRS JIND I N R R USI iy @ g ) O IN DO ULJ\.,\./_L

sabparagraphs—3—>5+ shall be provided additional training by the

teacher preparation program at no expense to the educator or the

employer if requested by the employing school district or

charter school. Such training must consist of an individualized

plan agreed upon by the school district and the postsecondary

educational institution which £ha®t includes specific learning

outcomes. The postsecondary educational institution assumes no

responsibility for the educator’s employment contract with the

employer. bmprover—satisfactien shatl be determined by —an
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E Moy . e Y o1 L e e
to—student—tearning—
(e)4+£3= Each Florida public and private institution that

offers a state-approved teacher preparation program must

annually report information regarding its approved £hese

programs to the state and the general public. The report to the

state must include a list of candidates who are admitted to, who

are enrolled in, or who complete a teacher preparation program;

additional evidence necessary to document requirements for

continued approval; and data necessary to complete applicable

federal reporting requirements. The state reporting requirements

must minimize a program’s reporting burden whenever possible

without compromising data quality. The report to the general

public must include, at a minimum, the annual progress data

reported by the state under this paragraph, and may include

other information chosen by the institution or program. Fhis
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407 shall report the results of each approved program’s annual

408| progress on the performance measures in paragraph (a) as well as

409 the current approval status of each program to:

410 1. The Governor.

411 2. The President of the Senate.

412 3. The Speaker of the House of Representatives.

413 4. The State Board of Education.

414 5. The Board of Governors.

415 6. The Commissioner of Education.

416 7. Each Florida postsecondary teacher preparation program.
417 8. Each district school superintendent.

418 9. The public.

419

420 This report may include the results of other continued approval

421 requirements provided by State Board of Education rule and

422 recommendations for improving teacher preparation programs in

423 the state.

424 (5)+6r PRESERVICE FIELD EXPERIENCE.—All postsecondary

425 instructors, school district personnel and instructional

426| personnel, and school sites preparing instructional personnel
4277 through preservice field experience courses and internships

428 shall meet special requirements. District school boards may &are
429| awtherized—+e pay student teachers during their internships.
430 (a) All instructors in postsecondary teacher preparation

431| programs who instruct or supervise preserviece field experience

432 courses or internships in which candidates demonstrate an impact

433 on student learning growth must shad+ have each at—deast—-ene of

434 the following: specialized training in clinical supervision; a

435| wvalid professional teaching certificate pursuant to ss. 1012.56
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436 and 1012.585; and e¥ at least 3 years of successful teaching
437 experience in prekindergarten through grade 12.
438 (b) All school district personnel and instructional
439| personnel who supervise or direct teacher preparation students
440 during field experience courses or internships in which

441 candidates demonstrate an impact on student learning growth must

442 have evidence of “clinical educator” training, a wvalid

443| professional certificate issued pursuant to s. 1012.56, and at

444 least 3 years of teaching experience in prekindergarten through

445 grade 12 and must have earned an effective or highly effective

446 rating on the prior year’s performance evaluation under s.

447 1012.34 or be a peer evaluator under the district’s evaluation
448 system approved under s. 1012.34 sueecessfullty demonstrate

449| effeective—elassroommanagement——strategies—that—econsistently
450 resgHt—in—improved—Sstudent—performanee. The State Board of

451| Education shall approve the training requirements.

452 (c) Preservice field experience pregrams must include

453 candidate practice preovide speeifie—guidanee and demonstration

454 of the uniform core curricula specific to the candidates’ area

455 or areas of program concentration with a diverse population of
456 students in a variety of settings effeetiveelassroom management
457 strategies;——strategies—feor inecorporating—technologyinte

458
459
460
461
462 | Standards—as—appropriate. The length of structured field

463| experiences may be extended to ensure that candidates achieve

464 the competencies needed to meet certification requirements.
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465 (d) Postsecondary teacher preparation programs in
466 cooperation with district school boards and approved private
467 school associations shall select the school sites for preservice

468 field experience activities based upon the qualifications of the

469 supervising personnel as described in this subsection and the

470 needs of the candidates. These sites must represent the full

471 spectrum of school communities, including, but not limited to,
472 schools located in urban settings. In order to be selected,
473 school sites must demonstrate commitment to the education of
474 public school students and to the preparation of future

475 teachers.

476 +H—STANBARDS OF EXCELLENCE-——The—State Reardeof FKducation
477
478
479
480
481
482
483
484
485
486
487
488
489
490
491
492

493| shall-—be—offeredatFlorida—teollege—System—institutions—
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494
495
496
497
498
499
500
501
502
503
504
505 (6) 43+ RULES.—The State Board of Education shall adopt

506 necessary rules pursuant to ss. 120.536(1) and 120.54 to

507 implement this section.

508 Section 2. Section 1004.85, Florida Statutes, is amended to
509 read:

510 1004.85 Postsecondary educator preparation institutes.—

511 (1) As used in this section, the term “educator preparation

512 institute” means an institute created by a postsecondary

513 institution or a qualified private provider and approved by the

514 Department of Education.
515 (2) (a) Postsecondary institutions that are accredited or

516 approved as described in State Board of Education rule may seek

517 approval from the Department of Education to create educator
518| preparation institutes for the purpose of providing any or all
519 of the following:

520 1l.4a) Professional development instruction to assist

521 teachers in improving classroom instruction and in meeting

522 certification or recertification requirements.
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2.4b> Instruction to assist potential and existing
substitute teachers in performing their duties.
3.4e)r Instruction to assist paraprofessionals in meeting
education and training requirements.
4.4e Instruction for baccalaureate degree holders to
become certified teachers as provided in this section in order
to increase routes to the classroom for mid-career professionals
who hold a baccalaureate degree and college graduates who were
not education majors.

(b) A private provider that has a proven history of

delivering high-quality teacher preparation, which is based on

evidence provided from other state recipients of its services

and data showing the successful performance of its completers

based on student achievement, may seek approval to offer a

competency-based certification program under subsection (3).

(3) Educator preparation institutes approved pursuant to

this section may offer competency-based atterpatis

certification programs specifically designed for noneducation
major baccalaureate degree holders to enable program

participants to meet the educator certification requirements of

s. 1012.56. Suvehprograms——Shall—Pbecompeteney—based—eduecater
£ . . ] i

=Y
T

EAV-CE -
T OT9TT

choosing to offer a competency-based ap—atternative

ternative—rovtes An educator preparation institute

7
@ g

o
TCLT

certification program pursuant to the provisions of this section
must implement a program previously approved by the Department
of Education for this purpose or a program developed by the
institute and approved by the department for this purpose.

Approved programs shall be available for use by other approved
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552 educator preparation institutes.
553 (a) Within 90 days after receipt of a request for approval,

554 the Department of Education shall approve a preparation aw

555 atHeerpative—eertifieatieon program pursuant to the requirements

556 of this subsection or issue a statement of the deficiencies in

557 the request for approval. The department shall approve a &r
558| attermative certification program if the institute provides
559| suffietent evidence of the institute’s capacity to implement a

560 competency-based program that includes each of the following:

561 l.a. Participant instruction and assessment in the Florida

562 Educator Accomplished Practices.

563 b. The state-adopted student content standards.

564 c. Scientifically researched reading instruction.
565 d. Content literacy and mathematical practices.

566 e. Strategies appropriate for instruction of English

567 language learners.

568 f. Strategies appropriate for instruction of students with

569 disabilities.

570 g. School safety.

571 2. An educational plan for each participant to meet

572 certification requirements and demonstrate his or her ability to

573 teach the subject area for which the participant is seeking

574 certification, which is based on an assessment of his or her

575 competency in the areas listed in subparagraph 1 Fastruvetien
576
577
578
579
580
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3.2+ Field experiences appropriate to the certification

subject area specified in the educational plan with a diverse

population of students in a variety of settings under the

programmust—Pprovide—fietad—experience—with supervision of frem

qualified educators.

4 . 3—Theprogrammust—Pprovide A certification ombudsman to

facilitate the process and procedures required for participants

who complete the program to meet any requirements related to the
background screening pursuant to s. 1012.32 and educator
professional or temporary certification pursuant to s. 1012.56.
(b) Each program participant must:
1. Meet certification requirements pursuant to s.
1012.56 (1) by obtaining a statement of status of eligibility in

the certification subject area of the educational plan and meet

the requirements of s. 1012.56(2) (a)-(f).

2. Participate in coursework and field experiences that are

that—+s appropriate to his or her educational plan

prepared under paragraph (a).

3. Before completion of the program, fully demonstrate his

or her ability to teach the subject area for which he or she is

seeking certification by documenting a positive impact on

student learning growth in a prekindergarten through grade 12

setting and achieving demenstrate masteryof professionat

a passing
score on the professional education competency examination, the

basic skills examination, and the subject area examination for
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610 the subject area certification which is required by state board

611 rule prier—+teo—completieon of the program.

612 (c) Upon completion of all requirements for a an

613 at+eeraative certification program approved pursuant to this
614 subsection, a participant shall receive a credential from the

615 sponsoring institution signifying that the participant has

616 completed a state-approved competency-based certification

617| program in the certification subject area specified in the

618 educational plan satisfaction—of—the reguirements—of—5=
619| 1125646 ——relatingtomasteryvof proefessional preparatieon—and
620| eduection—ecompetenece. A participant is shatdt—be eligible for

621 educator certification through the Department of Education upon

622 satisfaction of all requirements for certification set forth in

623 s. 1012.56 (2) —Freludingdemonstrationof mastery of general

624

625

626| auvtheorizedmeans.

627

628

629| be—used by —the sehoeol distrietor districets served by —that

630| Imstitutienin additieontothe alternative ecertification program
631 as—reguired—n—s—+042 568

632 (4) Continued approval of each program approved pursuant to

633 this section shall be determined by the Commissioner of

634 Education based upon a periodic review of the following areas:

635 (a) Documentation from the program that each program

636 completer has met the requirements of paragraphs (3) (a)-(c);

637 (b) Evidence of performance in each of the following areas:

638 1. Placement rate of program completers into instructional
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positions in Florida public schools.

2. Rate of retention for employed program completers in

instructional positions in Florida public schools.

3. Performance of students in prekindergarten through grade

12 who are assigned to in-field program completers on statewide

assessments using the results of the student learning growth

formula adopted under s. 1012.34.

4. Performance of students in prekindergarten through grade

12 who are assigned to in-field program completers aggregated by

student subgroups, as defined in the federal Elementary and

Secondary Education Act (ESEA), 20 U.S.C. s.

6311 (b) (2) (C) (v) (II), as a measure of how well the program

prepares teachers to work with a diverse population of students

in a variety of settings in Florida public schools.

5. Results of a program completer’s annual performance

evaluation pursuant to s. 1012.34.

6. Production of program completers in statewide critical

teacher shortage areas as identified in s. 1012.07.

(5)+4> Each institute approved pursuant to this section
shall submit to the Department of Education annual performance
evaluations that measure the effectiveness of the programs,
including the pass rates of participants on all examinations
required for teacher certification, employment rates,
longitudinal retention rates, and employer satisfaction surveys.
The employer satisfaction surveys must be designed to measure
the sufficient preparation of the educator to enter the
classroom. These evaluations shall be used by the Department of

Education for purposes of continued approval of an educator

preparation institute’s attermative certification program.
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(6)45)F Instructors and supervisors of field experiences in

which participants demonstrate an impact on student learning

growth for a am—atternative certification program approved

pursuant to this section must meet the same qualifications as

those required in s. 1004.04(5) pessess—a masterls—degree—in

4

PRI | n = + oo IR n PN S N + ol o £- 1
oo tCToTcTToOIT— O ™ C oo T T T It oll aopproprracc rtoTrTacct I oT

(7)+6)r Educator preparation institutes approved pursuant to

a
A\

mac ! o
TIrcho o LT =}

this section and providing approved instructional programs for
any of the purposes in subsection (2) are eligible for funding
from federal and state funds, as appropriated by the
Legislature.

(8)+4+r The State Board of Education may adopt rules

pursuant to ss. 120.536(1) and 120.54 to implement the

provisions of this section, including performance targets for

the measures used for continued program approval described in

subsection (4).

Section 3. Paragraph (d) of subsection (2) of section
1012.32, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

1012.32 Qualifications of personnel.—

(2)

(d) Student teachers andy persons participating in a field
experience pursuant to s. 1004.04(5) s=—3864-04{6) or s.
1004 . 85+——and—persons—participating in o Short—ftermexperst
a—teacher assistantPpursvant—+te—s5-—3004-04+1+8)> in any district

school system, lab school, or charter school must, upon

no =
T e ye)

engagement to provide services, undergo background screening as

required under s. 1012.56.
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Fingerprints shall be submitted to the Department of Law
Enforcement for statewide criminal and juvenile records checks
and to the Federal Bureau of Investigation for federal criminal
records checks. A person subject to this subsection who is found
ineligible for employment under s. 1012.315, or otherwise found
through background screening to have been convicted of any crime
involving moral turpitude as defined by rule of the State Board
of Education, shall not be employed, engaged to provide
services, or serve in any position that requires direct contact
with students. Probationary persons subject to this subsection
terminated because of their criminal record have the right to
appeal such decisions. The cost of the background screening may
be borne by the district school board, the charter school, the
employee, the contractor, or a person subject to this
subsection.

Section 4. Subsection (1) of section 1012.55, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

1012.55 Positions for which certificates required.—

(1) (&) The State Board of Education shall classify school
services, designate the certification subject areas, establish
competencies, including the use of technology to enhance student
learning, and certification requirements for all school-based
personnel, and adopt rules in accordance with which the
professional, temporary, and part-time certificates shall be
issued by the Department of Education to applicants who meet the
standards prescribed by such rules for their class of service.

(b) Each person employed or occupying a position as school
supervisor, school principal, teacher, library media specialist,

school counselor, athletic coach, or other position in which the
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employee serves in an instructional capacity, in any public
school of any district of this state shall hold the certificate
required by law and by rules of the State Board of Education in
fulfilling the requirements of the law for the type of service
rendered. Such positions include personnel providing direct
instruction to students through a virtual environment or through
a blended virtual and physical environment.

(c) The Department of Education shall identify appropriate
educator certification for the instruction of specified courses
in an annual publication of a directory of course code numbers
for all programs and courses that are funded through the Florida
Education Finance Program. However, the state board shall adopt
rules authorizing district school boards to employ selected
noncertificated personnel to provide instructional services in
the individuals’ fields of specialty or to assist instructional
staff members as education paraprofessionals.

(d) The State Board of Education shall adopt rules pursuant

to ss. 120.536(1) and 120.54 to allow an individual who meets

the following criteria to be eligible for a temporary

certificate in educational leadership under s. 1012.56(7):

1. Earning a passing score on the Florida Educational

Leadership Examination;

2. Documenting 3 years of successful experience in a

management or leadership position; and

3. Documenting receipt of a bachelor’s degree or higher

from an accredited institution of higher learning or from a

nonaccredited institution of higher learning that the Department

of Education has identified as having a quality program that

results in a bachelor’s degree, or higher.
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Section 5. Paragraph (c) of subsection (2), subsection (8),
and paragraph (d) of subsection (9) of section 1012.56, Florida
Statutes, are amended to read:

1012.56 Educator certification requirements.—

(2) ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA.—-To be eligible to seek
certification, a person must:

(c) Document receipt of a bachelor’s or higher degree from
an accredited institution of higher learning, or a nonaccredited
institution of higher learning that the Department of Education
has identified as having a quality program resulting in a
bachelor’s degree, or higher. Each applicant seeking initial
certification must have attained at least a 2.5 overall grade
point average on a 4.0 scale in the applicant’s major field of
study. The applicant may document the required education by
submitting official transcripts from institutions of higher
education or by authorizing the direct submission of such
official transcripts through established electronic network
systems. The bachelor’s or higher degree may not be required in
areas approved in rule by the State Board of Education as

nondegreed areas. The State Board of Education may adopt rules

that, for purposes of demonstrating completion of specific

certification requirements, allow for the acceptance of college

course credits recommended by the American Council for Education

(ACE), as posted on an official ACE transcript.
(8) PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT PREPARAFFON-ALFERNAFTE/E
CERTIFICATION AND EDUCATION COMPETENCY PROGRAM.—

(a) The Department of Education shall develop and each

school district may must provide a cohesive competency-based

professional development preparatieon—atternative certification
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784| program by which members of a school district’s instructional
785 staff may satisfy the mastery of professional preparation and
786 education competence requirements specified in this subsection
787 and rules of the State Board of Education. Participants must
788 hold a state-issued temporary certificate. A school district
789 that implements the program shall provide a competency-based

790| attermative certification preparatiern program developed by the

791 Department of Education or developed by the district and

792 approved by the Department of Education. The program shall

793 include the following components:

794 1. A minimum period of initial preparation before prier—+te
795 assuming duties as the teacher of record.

796 2. An option for collaboration between school districts and

797 other supporting agencies or educational entities for

798 implementation.

799 3. Experienced peer mentors. Each individual selected by

800 the district as a peer mentor must hold a valid professional

801 certificate issued pursuant to s. 1012.56, must have earned at

802 least 3 years of teaching experience in prekindergarten through

803 grade 12, and must have earned an effective or highly effective

804 rating on the prior year’s performance evaluation under s.

805 1012.34 or be a peer evaluator under the district’s evaluation

806 system approved under s. 1012.34.

807 4. An assessment of teaching performance aligned to the

808 district’s system for personnel evaluation under s. 1012.34

809| which £ka®t provides for:

810 a. An initial evaluation of each educator’s competencies to
81l1l| determine an appropriate individualized professional development

812 plan.
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813 b. A summative evaluation pestevatuwatien Lo assure

814 successful completion of the program.

815 5. Professional education preparation content knowledge
816 that includes, but is not limited to, the following:
817 a. The state-adopted student content standards, including

818 content literacy and mathematical practices, for each subject

819 identified on the temporary certificate Reeguirements——speeified
820| 4 —statePboard—rultefor professional—preparation.
821 b. The educator-accomplished practices approved by the

822 state board.

823 c. A variety of data indicators for monitoring student

824 progress.

825 d. Methodologies for teaching students with disabilities+
826

827

828 e. Methodologies for teaching English language learners

829 appropriate for each subject area identified on the temporary

830 certificate Feehnigues—Ffor—effeetiveelassroom maragemernt.

831 f. Techniques and strategies for operationalizing the role
832 of the teacher in assuring a safe learning environment for

833 students.

834 g+—Methodeotogies—Ffeor assuring—the—abitityof ol —students
835 te—read—write;—and—cempute
836 6. Required achievement of passing scores on the subject

837 area and professional education competency examination required

838| Dby State Board of Education rule. Mastery of general knowledge

839 must be demonstrated as described in subsection (3).

840 (b)1. Each school district must and a state supported

841| public school or a private school may develop and maintain a
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system by which members of the instructional staff may
demonstrate mastery of professional education competence as
required by law. Each program must be based on classroom

application of the Florida Educator Accomplished Practices and

instructional performance and, for public schools, must be

aligned with the district’s evaluation system approved under s.

2. The Commissioner of Education shall determine the

continued approval of programs implemented under this paragraph,

based upon the department’s review of performance data. The

department shall review the performance data as a part of the

periodic review of each school district’s professional

development system required under s. 1012.98.

(c) The Commissioner of Education shall determine the

continued approval of programs implemented under paragraph (a)

based upon the department’s periodic review of the following:

1. Evidence that the requirements in paragraph (a) are

consistently met; and

2. Evidence of performance in each of the following areas:

a. Rate of retention for employed program completers in

instructional positions in Florida public schools.

b. Performance of students in prekindergarten through grade

12 who are assigned to in-field program completers on statewide

assessments using the results of the student learning growth

formula adopted under s. 1012.34.

c. Performance of students in prekindergarten through grade

12 who are assigned to in-field program completers aggregated by
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student subgroups, as defined in the federal Elementary and

Secondary Education Act (ESEA), 20 U.S.C. s.

6311 (b) (2) (C) (v) (IT), as a measure of how well the program

prepares teachers to work with a variety of students in Florida

public schools.

d. Results of a program completer’s annual performance

evaluation pursuant to s. 1012.34.

e. Production of program completers in statewide critical

teacher shortage areas as defined in s. 1012.07.

(9) EXAMINATIONS.—

(d) The department shall provide procedures for an

applicant who fails an examination developed by the department

or by an entity under contract with the department to review his

or her examination questions and his or her incorrectly answered

responses to the questions. The applicant bears the actual cost

for the department to provide an examination review pursuant to

this subsection. Notwithstanding any other provisions of law,

only an applicant who fails an examination within a score range

established by rule of the State Board of Education is entitled

to an examination review under this paragraph or to challenge

the validity of the examination F—ean—appticant—takes—an

Section 6. Paragraph (a) of subsection (3) of section

1012.585, Florida Statutes, 1s amended to read:
1012.585 Process for renewal of professional certificates.-—

(3) For the renewal of a professional certificate, the
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900 following requirements must be met:
901 (a) The applicant must earn a minimum of 6 college credits
902 or 120 inservice points or a combination thereof. For each area
903 of specialization to be retained on a certificate, the applicant
904| must earn at least 3 of the required credit hours or equivalent
905 inservice points in the specialization area. Education in
906 “clinical educator” training pursuant to s. 1004.04(5) (b) s+

907 160404+t and credits or points that provide training in the

908 area of scientifically researched, knowledge-based reading

909 literacy and computational skills acquisition, exceptional

910 student education, normal child development, and the disorders
911 of development may be applied toward any specialization area.
912 Credits or points that provide training in the areas of drug
913 abuse, child abuse and neglect, strategies in teaching students
914 having limited proficiency in English, or dropout prevention, or
915| training in areas identified in the educational goals and

916| performance standards adopted pursuant to ss. 1000.03(5) and
917 1008.345 may be applied toward any specialization area. Credits
918 or points earned through approved summer institutes may be

919 applied toward the fulfillment of these requirements. Inservice
920| points may also be earned by participation in professional

921 growth components approved by the State Board of Education and
922 specified pursuant to s. 1012.98 in the district’s approved

923 master plan for inservice educational training, including, but
924 not limited to, serving as a trainer in an approved teacher

925| training activity, serving on an instructional materials

926| committee or a state board or commission that deals with

927 educational issues, or serving on an advisory council created

928 pursuant to s. 1001.452.
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Section 7. Section 1012.71, Florida Statutes, is amended to
read:
1012.71 The Florida Teachers Classroom Supply Assistance
+ead Program.—

(1) For purposes of the Florida Teachers Classroom Supply

Assistance kead Program, the term “classroom teacher” means a
certified teacher employed by a public school district or a
public charter school in that district on or before September 1
of each year whose full-time or job-share responsibility is the
classroom instruction of students in prekindergarten through
grade 12, including full-time media specialists and guidance
counselors serving students in prekindergarten through grade 12,
who are funded through the Florida Education Finance Program. A
“job-share” classroom teacher is one of two teachers whose
combined full-time equivalent employment for the same teaching
assignment equals one full-time classroom teacher.

(2) The Legislature, in the General Appropriations Act,
shall determine funding for the Florida Teachers Classroom

Supply Assistance Fead Program. The funds appropriated are for

classroom teachers to purchase, on behalf of the school district
or charter school, classroom materials and supplies for the
public school students assigned to them and may not be used to
purchase equipment. The funds appropriated shall be used to
supplement the materials and supplies otherwise available to
classroom teachers. From the funds appropriated for the Florida

Teachers Classroom Supply Assistance Eead Program, the

Commissioner of Education shall calculate an amount for each
school district based upon each school district’s proportionate

share of the state’s total unweighted FTE student enrollment and
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958 shall disburse the funds to the school districts by July 15.
959 (3) From the funds allocated to each school district and

960 any funds received from local contributions for the Florida

961 Teachers Classroom Supply Assistance &ead Program, the district

962 school board shall calculate an identical amount for each
963 classroom teacher, which is that teacher’s proportionate share

964 of the total amount allocated to the district from state funds

965 and funds received from local contributions. A job-share

966 classroom teacher may receive a prorated share of the amount

967| provided to a full-time classroom teacher. The district school
968| board and each charter school board shall provide each classroom
969| teacher with his or her total proportionate share by September
970 30 of each year by any means determined appropriate by the

971 district school board or charter school board, including, but
972 not limited to, direct deposit, check, debit card, or purchasing

973 card—retwithstandingany taw—to—the—~centrary. If a debit card

974 is used, an identifier must be placed on the front of the debit

975 card which clearly indicates that the card has been issued for

976 the Florida Teachers Classroom Supply Assistance Program.

977 Expenditures under the program are not subject to state or local
978 competitive bidding requirements. Funds received by a classroom
979 teacher do not affect wages, hours, or terms and conditions of
980 employment and, therefore, are not subject to collective

981| bargaining. Any classroom teacher may decline receipt of or

982 return the funds without explanation or cause. FThis—subsection

983 ah =11 EECCAN IR T S SN SIS NENPE S I TN T S Taa 1z 1 2007
O 1ITCO T T utJtJ_L_Y J_\_IL.,J_ULA.\_/L.,_LV\_,_L_Y O UU_L_Y J_, T T e
984 (4) Each classroom teacher must sign a statement

985 acknowledging receipt of the funds, keep receipts for no less

986 than 4 years to show that funds expended meet the requirements
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of this section, and return any unused funds to the district
school board at the end of the regular school year. Any unused
funds that are returned to the district school board shall be
deposited into the school advisory council account of the school
at which the classroom teacher returning the funds was employed
when that teacher received the funds or deposited into the

Florida Teachers Classroom Supply Assistance &ead Program

account of the school district in which a charter school is
sponsored, as applicable.

(5) The statement must be signed and dated by each
classroom teacher before receipt of the Florida Teachers

Classroom Supply Assistance fead Program funds and shall include

the wording: “I, ... (name of teacher)..., am employed by the
....County District School Board or by the ....Charter School as
a full-time classroom teacher. I acknowledge that Florida

Teachers Classroom Supply Assistance Fead Program funds are

appropriated by the Legislature for the sole purpose of
purchasing classroom materials and supplies to be used in the
instruction of students assigned to me. In accepting custody of
these funds, I agree to keep the receipts for all expenditures
for no less than 4 years. I understand that if I do not keep the
receipts, it will be my personal responsibility to pay any
federal taxes due on these funds. I also agree to return any
unexpended funds to the district school board at the end of the
regular school year for deposit into the school advisory council
account of the school where I was employed at the time I
received the funds or for deposit into the Florida Teachers

Classroom Supply Assistance EFead Program account of the school

district in which the charter school is sponsored, as
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1016 applicable.”
1017 (6) The Department of Education and district school boards

1018 may, and are encouraged to, enter into public-private

1019| partnerships in order to increase the total amount of Florida

1020 Teachers Classroom Supply Assistance Programs funds available to

1021 classroom teachers Fer—the 2009-—2010Ffiseal—year;—the Pepartment
1022| efFdueagtion—Fs—avtheorized—to—econduet—apitotprogram——Eto

1023| determine—the feasibility of managingthe FloridaTeachers—Tead
1024| Pregram—through aecentralizedelectroniesystem. Thepitet

1025| pregrommuasts

1026 +=—Be—established through o competitive procurement
1027 proeessy

1028 ‘b —Previde—+the ecapability for participatingteachers—+to
1029| puorehase—fromonline—Soureess

1030 ‘e )r—Provide—the—capabilityfor participating—teachers—to

1031 parehase—fromtocal—enders—by means—other then—eontine
1032 parehasings

1033 L) Can w1 1sxz e sz oo+ 1 Nl oSzl oo "o £ + 1 o o o n
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Section 8. Paragraph (b) of subsection (4) of section
1012.98, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

1012.98 School Community Professional Development Act.—

(4) The Department of Education, school districts, schools,
Florida College System institutions, and state universities
share the responsibilities described in this section. These
responsibilities include the following:

(b) Each school district shall develop a professional
development system as specified in subsection (3). The system
shall be developed in consultation with teachers, teacher-
educators of Florida College System institutions and state
universities, business and community representatives, and local
education foundations, consortia, and professional
organizations. The professional development system must:

1. Be approved by the department. All substantial revisions
to the system shall be submitted to the department for review
for continued approval.

2. Be based on analyses of student achievement data and
instructional strategies and methods that support rigorous,
relevant, and challenging curricula for all students. Schools
and districts, in developing and refining the professional
development system, shall also review and monitor school
discipline data; school environment surveys; assessments of
parental satisfaction; performance appraisal data of teachers,
managers, and administrative personnel; and other performance
indicators to identify school and student needs that can be met

by improved professional performance.
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1074 3. Provide inservice activities coupled with followup
1075 support appropriate to accomplish district-level and school-
1076 level improvement goals and standards. The inservice activities
1077 for instructional personnel shall focus on analysis of student
1078 achievement data, ongoing formal and informal assessments of
1079 student achievement, identification and use of enhanced and
1080 differentiated instructional strategies that emphasize rigor,
1081 relevance, and reading in the content areas, enhancement of
1082 subject content expertise, integrated use of classroom
1083 technology that enhances teaching and learning, classroom
1084 management, parent involvement, and school safety.
1085 4. Include a master plan for inservice activities, pursuant
1086| to rules of the State Board of Education, for all district
1087 employees from all fund sources. The master plan shall be
1088 updated annually by September 1, must be based on input from
1089 teachers and district and school instructional leaders, and must
1090 use the latest available student achievement data and research
1091 to enhance rigor and relevance in the classroom. Each district
1092 inservice plan must be aligned to and support the school-based
1093 inservice plans and school improvement plans pursuant to s.
1094 1001.42(18). District plans must be approved by the district
1095 school board annually in order to ensure compliance with
1096 subsection (1) and to allow for dissemination of research-based
1097| best practices to other districts. District school boards must
1098 submit verification of their approval to the Commissioner of
1099| Education no later than October 1, annually.
1100 S5+—Reeguire Each school principal may €& establish and
1101 maintain an individual professional development plan for each

1102 instructional employee assigned to the school as a seamless
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1103 component to the school improvement plans developed pursuant to
1104 s. 1001.42(18). The individual professional development plan
1105| must=
1106 &+ be related to specific performance data for the students
1107| to whom the teacher is assigned,~
1108 b~ define the inservice objectives and specific measurable
1109 improvements expected in student performance as a result of the
1110| inservice activity, and=
1111 €+ include an evaluation component that determines the
1112 effectiveness of the professional development plan.
1113 5.6+ Include inservice activities for school administrative
1114 personnel that address updated skills necessary for
1115 instructional leadership and effective school management
1116| pursuant to s. 1012.986.
1117 6.4+ Provide for systematic consultation with regional and
1118 state personnel designated to provide technical assistance and
1119 evaluation of local professional development programs.
1120 7.8+ Provide for delivery of professional development by
1121 distance learning and other technology-based delivery systems to
1122 reach more educators at lower costs.
1123 8.9+ Provide for the continuous evaluation of the quality
1124 and effectiveness of professional development programs in order
1125 to eliminate ineffective programs and strategies and to expand
1126| effective ones. Evaluations must consider the impact of such
1127 activities on the performance of participating educators and
1128 their students’ achievement and behavior.

1129 Section 9. This act shall take effect July 1, 2013.
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