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HOUSE AMENDMENT

Bill No. CS/HB 7087 (2013)
Amendment No.
CHAMBER ACTION

Senate House

Representative Caldwell offered the following:

Amendment (with title amendment)

Between lines 190 and 191, insert:

Section 2. Subsections (3), (4), and (5) of section
259.1052, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

259.1052 Babcock Crescent B Ranch Florida Forever
acquisition; conditions for purchase.—

(3) The Legislature recognizes that the acquisition of the
state's portion of the Babcock Crescent B Ranch represents a
unique opportunity to assist in preserving the largest private
and undeveloped single-ownership tract of land in Charlotte
County. The Legislature further recognizes Lee County as a

partner in the acquisition of the ranch. Upon the termination or

expiration of the management agreement, Lee County will retain

ownership and assume responsibility for management of the Lee
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County portion of the acquisition. Lee County and the lead

manager may enter into an agreement for management of the Lee

County property.

(4) This section authorizes the acquisition of the state's
portion of the Babcock Crescent B Ranch in order to protect and
preserve for future generations the scientific, scenic,
historic, and natural values of the ranch, including rivers and
ecosystems; to protect and preserve the archaeological,
geological, and cultural resources of the ranch; to provide for
species recovery; and to provide opportunities for public

recreation compatible with the working ranch and agricultural

activities conducted on the property.

(5) The Eish andWitdlife Conservation Commission—and—the

Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services shall, with the

cooperation of the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, be

the lead managing agency ageneies responsible for the management
of Babcock Crescent B Ranch.

Section 3. Section 259.10521, Florida Statutes, is amended
to read:

259.10521 Citizen support organization; use of property.—

(1) DEFINITIONS.—For the purpose of this section, the
"citizen support organization”™ means an organization that is:

(a) A Florida corporation not for profit incorporated
under the provisions of chapter 617 and approved by the
Department of State;

(b) Organized and operated to conduct programs and
activities in the best interest of the state; raise funds;

request and receive grants, gifts, and bequests of money;
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acquire, receive, hold, invest, and administer, in its own name,

securities, funds, objects of value, or other property, real or
personal; and make expenditures to or for the direct or indirect
benefit of the Babcock &reseent—R Ranch Preserve;

(c) Determined by the Fish and Wildlife Conservation
Commission and the Florida Forest Service within the Department
of Agriculture and Consumer Services to be consistent with the
goals of the state in acquiring the ranch and in the best
interests of the state; and

(d) Approved in writing by the Fish and Wildlife
Conservation Commission and the Florida Forest Service to
operate for the direct or indirect benefit of the ranch and in
the best interest of the state. Such approval shall be given in
a letter of agreement from the Fish and Wildlife Conservation
Commission and the Florida Forest Service. Only one citizen
support organization may be created to operate for the direct or
indirect benefit of the Babcock &xeseent—-B Ranch Preserve.

(2) USE OF PROPERTY.—

(a) The Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission and the
Florida Forest Service may permit, without charge, appropriate
use of fixed property and facilities of the Babcock EreseentB
Preserve Ranch by a citizen support organization, subject to the
provisions of this section. Such use must be directly in keeping
with the approved purposes of the citizen support organization
and may not be made at times or places that would unreasonably
interfere with recreational opportunities for the general

public.
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(b) The Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission and the

Florida Forest Service may prescribe by rule any condition with
which the citizen support organization shall comply in order to
use fixed property or facilities of the ranch.

(c) The Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission and the
Florida Forest Service shall not permit the use of any fixed
property or facilities of the ranch by a citizen support
organization that does not provide equal membership and
employment opportunities to all persons regardless of race,
color, religion, sex, age, or national origin.

(3) PARTNERSHIPS.—

(a) The Legislature recognizes that the Babcock Exeseent R
Ranch Preserve will need a variety of facilities to enhance its
public use and potential. Such facilities include, but are not
limited to, improved access, camping areas, picnic shelters,
management facilities, and environmental education facilities.
The need for such facilities may exceed the ability of the state
to provide such facilities in a timely manner with moneys
available. The Legislature finds it to be in the public interest
to provide incentives for partnerships with private
organizations with the intent of producing additional revenue to
help enhance the use and potential of the ranch.

(b) The Legislature may annually appropriate funds from
the Land Acquisition Trust Fund for use only as state matching
funds, in conjunction with private donations in aggregates of at
least $60,000, matched by $40,000 of state funds, for a total
minimum project amount of $100,000 for capital improvement

facility development at the ranch at either individually
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100 designated locations or for priority projects within the overall

101 ranch system. The citizen support organization may acquire

102| private donations pursuant to this section, and matching state
103 funds for approved projects may be provided in accordance with
104 this subsection. The Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission
105 and the Florida Forest Service are authorized to properly

106| recognize and honor a private donor by placing a plague or other
107| appropriate designation noting the contribution on project

108 facilities or by naming project facilities after the person or
109| organization that provided matching funds. The Fish and Wildlife
110| Conservation Commission and the Florida Forest Service are

111 authorized to adopt necessary administrative rules to carry out
112| the purposes of this subsection.

113 Section 4. Section 259.1053, Florida Statutes, 1s amended
114 to read:

115 259.1053 Babcock Ranch Preserve; Babcock Ranch Advisory

116 Groups

117 (1) SHORT TITLE.—This section may be cited as the "Babcock
118 Ranch Preserve Act."

119 (2) DEFINITIONS.—As used in this section, the term:

120 (a) "Babcock Ranch Preserve" and "preserve" mean the lands
121 and facilities acquired in the purchase of the Babcock Crescent

122 B Ranch, as provided in s. 259.1052.
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(b) e "Commission" means the Fish and Wildlife
Conservation Commission.

(c)Hfer "Commissioner" means the Commissioner of
Agriculture.

(d)+4#£ "Department" means the Department of Agriculture
and Consumer Services.

(e)+e>r "Executive director" means the Executive Director

of the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission.

(f)

"Financially self-sustaining" means having

management and operation expenditures not more than the revenues

collected from fees and other receipts for resource use and

development and from interest and

(9) "Florida Forest Service"

invested funds.

means the Florida Forest

Service of the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services.
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(h) Multiple use" means the management of all of the

renewable surface resources of the Babcock Ranch Preserve to
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best meet the needs of the public, including the use of the land

for some or all of the renewable surface resources or related
services over areas large enough to allow for periodic
adjustments in use to conform to the changing needs and
conditions of the preserve while recognizing that a portion of
the land will be used for some of the renewable surface
resources available on that land. The goal of multiple use is
the harmonious and coordinated management of the renewable
surface resources without impairing the productivity of the land
and considering the relative value of the renewable surface
resources, and not necessarily a combination of uses to provide
the greatest monetary return or the greatest unit output.

(1)+3> "Sustained yield of the renewable surface
resources" means the achievement and maintenance of a high level
of annual or regular periodic output of the various renewable
surface resources of the preserve without impairing the
productivity of the land.

(3) CREATION OF BABCOCK RANCH PRESERVE.—

(a) Upon the date of acquisition of the Babcock Crescent B
Ranch, there is created the Babcock Ranch Preserve, which shall
be managed in accordance with the purposes and requirements of
this section.

(b) The preserve is established to protect and preserve
the environmental, agricultural, scientific, scenic, geologic,
watershed, fish, wildlife, historic, cultural, and recreational
values of the preserve, and to provide for the multiple use and
sustained yield of the renewable surface resources within the

preserve consistent with this section.
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atteowing the use of common

varieties of mineral materials such as sand, stone, and gravel
for construction and maintenance of roads and facilities within
the preserve.

(d)+e> Nething—3in This section does not affect shaid—be
construed—as—affeeting the constitutional responsibilities of

the commission in the exercise of its regulatory and executive

power with respect to wild animal life and freshwater aquatic

life, including the regulation of hunting, fishing, and trapping

within the preserve.
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authorized by the agricultural land use designations established
in the local comprehensive plans of either Charlotte County or

Lee County as those plans apply to the Babcock Ranch Preserve.
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(f) 4> Nethirng—3in This section does not shkaltdt preclude the

maintenance and use of roads and trails or the relocation of
roads 1n existence on the effective date of this section, or the

construction, maintenance, and use of new trails, or any
motorized access necessary for the administration of the land
contained within the preserve, including motorized access

necessary for emergencies involving the health or safety of

persons within the preserve.
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(4) CREATFON—OF BABCOCK RANCH ADVISORY GROUP+—FNCc—

(a) The purpose of the Babcock Ranch Advisory Group is to

assist the department by providing guidance and advice

concerning the management and stewardship of the Babcock Ranch

Preserve.

(b) The Babcock Ranch Advisory Group shall be comprised of

nine members appointed to 5-year terms. Based on recommendations

from the Governor and Cabinet, the commission, and the governing
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boards of Charlotte County and Lee County, the commissioner

shall appoint members as follows:

1. One member with experience in sustainable management of

forest lands for commodity purposes.

2. One member with experience in financial management,

budget and program analysis, and small business operations.

3. One member with experience in management of game and

nongame wildlife and fish populations, including hunting,

fishing, and other recreational activities.

4. One member with experience in domesticated livestock

management, production, and marketing, including range

management and livestock business management.

5. One member with experience in agriculture operations or

forestry management.

6. One member with experience in hunting, fishing, nongame

species management, or wildlife habitat management, restoration,

and conservation.

7. One member with experience in public outreach and

education.

8. One member who is a resident of Lee County, to be

designated by the Board of County Commissioners of Lee County.

9. One member who is a resident of Charlotte County, to be

designated by the Board of County Commissioners of Charlotte

County.

Vacancies will be filled in the same manner in which the

original appointment was made. A member appointed to fill a

vacancy shall serve for the remainder of that term.
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HOUSE AMENDMENT

Bill No. CS/HB 7087 (2013)
Amendment No.
working ranch upon the termination or expiration of the

management agreement attached as Exhibit "E" to that certain

agreement for sale and purchase approved by the Board of

Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund on November 2

2
2005, and by Lee County on November 20, 2005 a—determination by

(b) Upon assuming management and operation of the

preserve, the department eerpeoratien shall:
1. With daput—Ffror the commission ondthe departments

Manage and operate the preserve and the uses thereof, including,

but not limited to, the activities necessary to administer and
operate the preserve as a working ranch; the activities
necessary for the preservation and development of the land and
renewable surface resources of the preserve; the activities
necessary for interpretation of the history of the preserve on
behalf of the public; the activities necessary for the
management, public use, and occupancy of facilities and lands
within the preserve; and the maintenance, rehabilitation,
repair, and improvement of property within the preserve.+

2. Develop programs and activities relating to the

management of the preserve as a working ranch.s
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681 EN NN R | n B e o e T 2 i n PG L N s i1 n v oAty o ] ant 1+
LA;);)\J&/J.LAL_J.\JLL, \JJ.\j(_ALlJ.L:(_AL_J.\JLl, k/\JJ.t/\JJ.(_AL_J.\JJ.l, O \j\JVCJ—llLLlCLlL—MJ— CLLL_J.L__Y,
682 AT a0 ey A g ] A £ faoadaro IS N SN A ] ol Ay At o o o
J.J.l\_/J.LAMJ.J.l\j CITTC I T I CTOo O J.CMCJ.(_AJ., »._)L_(_AL_C, AT LT OT T \j\JVCJ—llLLlCLlL—»_), TS
684 EWAE S R TE IR i R Ll S WNE S B B = I S B Tr= Dk i Y
Ao TV ICICTO OO CITOIT 14T Ly CITT 1O [ ATl s up Wb i ]
685 3.4- Establish procedures for entering into lease

686 agreements and other agreements for the use and occupancy of the
687 facilities of the preserve. The procedures shall ensure

688 reasonable competition and set guidelines for determining

689 reasonable fees, terms, and conditions for such agreements.;—and
690 4.5+~ Assess reasonable fees for admission to, use of, and
691 occupancy of the preserve to offset costs of operating the

692| preserve as a working ranch. These fees are independent of fees
693| assessed by the commission for the privilege of hunting,

694| fishing, or pursuing outdoor recreational activities within the

695| preserve, and shall be deposited into the Incidental Trust Fund

696| of the Florida Forest Service, subject to appropriation by the

697 Legislature eperating—fundestablished by —the boardofdireceters
698| under—theavtheority preovided—under—this seetion.

699 (c) The commission, in cooperation with the department,
700 shall:
701 1. Establish and implement public hunting and other fish

702 and wildlife management activities. Tier I and Tier II public

703| hunting opportunities shall be provided consistent with the

704| management plan and the recreation master plan. Tier I public

705| hunting shall provide hunting opportunities similar to those

706| offered on wildlife management areas with an emphasis on youth

707 and family-oriented hunts. Tier II public hunting shall be

708| provided specifically by fee-based permitting to ensure
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HOUSE AMENDMENT

Bill No. CS/HB 7087 (2013)
Amendment No.
compatibility with livestock grazing and other essential

agricultural operations on the preserve.

2. Establish and administer permit fees for Tier II public

hunting to capitalize on the value of hunting on portions of the

preserve and to help ensure the preserve is financially self-

sufficient. The fees shall be deposited into the State Game

Trust Fund of the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission to

be used to offset the costs of providing public hunting and to

support fish and wildlife management and other land management

activities on the preserve.

(d) The Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement

Trust Fund or its designated agent may:

1. Negotiate directly with and enter into such agreements,

leases, contracts, and other arrangements with any person, firm,

association, organization, corporation, or governmental entity,

including entities of federal, state, and local governments, as

are necessary and appropriate to carry out the purposes and

activities authorized by this section.

2. Grant privileges, leases, concessions, and permits for

the use of land for the accommodation of visitors to the

preserve, provided no natural curiosities or objects of interest

shall be granted, leased, or rented on such terms as shall deny

or interfere with free access to them by the public. Such

grants, leases, and permits may be made and given without

advertisement or securing competitive bids. Such grants, leases,

or permits may not be assigned or transferred by any grantee

without consent of the Board of Trustees of the Internal

Improvement Trust Fund or its designated agent.
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HOUSE AMENDMENT

Bill No. CS/HB 7087 (2013)
Amendment No.
funds shall revert to the Incidental Trust Fund of the Florida

Forest Service General Revenye Fund-or such other statefund-as

TITLE AMENDMENT
Between lines 6 and 7, insert:
259.1052, F.S.; providing for Lee County to retain
ownership and assume responsibility for management of
a specified portion of the Babcock Crescent B Ranch
Florida Forever acquisition; requiring certain
activities on the property to be compatible with
working ranch and agricultural activities; amending s.
259.10521, F.S.; revising provisions relating to the
citizen support organization for the Babcock Ranch
Preserve and use of the ranch property; amending s.
259.1053, F.S.; revising provisions of the Babcock
Preserve Ranch Act to conform to the termination or
expiration of the management agreement and the
dissolution of Babcock Ranch, Inc.; creating the
Babcock Ranch Advisory Group; providing for the
department to manage and operate the preserve;
requiring certain fees to be deposited into the
Incidental Trust Fund of the Florida Forest Service,
subject to appropriation; directing the Fish and

Wildlife Commission, in cooperation with the Florida
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793 Forest Service, to establish, implement, and
794 administer certain activities and fees; requiring such
795 fees to be deposited into the State Game Trust Fund of
796 the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission and used
797 for specified purposes; authorizing the Board of
798 Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund to
799 negotiate and enter into certain agreements and grant
800 certain privileges, leases, concessions, and permits;
801 providing for transfer of the Babcock Ranch, Inc., to
802 the department upon dissolution of the corporation;
803 providing for certain funds to revert to the
804 Incidental Trust Fund of the Florida Forest Service
805 upon such dissolution; amending s.
806
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