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HOUSE AMENDMENT

Bill No. CS/CS/HB 479 (2014)
Amendment No.

CHAMBER ACTION

Senate House

Representative Harrell offered the following:

Amendment (with title amendment)
Remove lines 158-206 and insert:

employees of a recovery residence pass a level 2 background

screening as provided in s. 435.04. The employee's fingerprints

must be submitted by the department, an entity, or a vendor as

authorized by s. 943.053(13) (a). The fingerprints shall be

forwarded to the Department of Law Enforcement for state

processing, and the Department of Law Enforcement shall forward

them to the Federal Bureau of Investigation for national

processing. Fees for state and national fingerprint processing

shall be borne by the employer or employee. The department shall

135649
Approved For Filing: 4/23/2014 11:10:47 PM
Page 1 of 4



14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38

HOUSE AMENDMENT

Bill No. CS/CS/HB 479 (2014)
Amendment No.

screen background results to determine whether an employee meets

certification requirements.

(6) A credentialing entity shall issue a certificate of

compliance upon approval of the recovery residence's application

and inspection. The certification shall automatically terminate

if not renewed within 1 year after the date of issuance.

(7) A credentialing entity shall deny a recovery

residence's application for certification, and may suspend or

revoke a certification, if the recovery residence:

(a) Is not in compliance with any provision of this

section;

(b) Has failed to remedy any deficiency identified by the

credentialing entity within the time period specified;

(c) Provided false, misleading, or incomplete information

to the credentialing entity; or

(d) Has employees who are subject to the disqualifying

offenses set forth in s. 435.04(2), unless an exemption has been

provided under s. 397.4872.

(8) It is unlawful for a person to advertise to the

public, in any way or by any medium whatsoever, any recovery

residence as a "certified recovery residence" unless such

recovery residence has first secured a certificate of compliance

under this section. A person who violates this subsection

commits a misdemeanor of the first degree, punishable as

provided in s. 775.082 or s. 775.083.
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Bill No. CS/CS/HB 479 (2014)
Amendment No.

Section 3. Section 397.4871, Florida Statutes, 1s created
to read:

397.4871 Recovery residence administrator certification.—

(1) Tt is the intent of the Legislature that a recovery

residence administrator voluntarily earn and maintain

certification from a credentialing entity approved by the

Department of Children and Families. The Legislature further

intends that certification ensure that an administrator has the

competencies necessary to appropriately respond to the needs of

residents, to maintain residence standards, and to meet

residence certification requirements.

(2) The department shall approve at least one

credentialing entity by December 1, 2014, for the purpose of

developing and administering a volunteer credentialing program

for administrators. The department shall approve any

credentialing entity that the department endorses pursuant to s.

397.321(16) if the credentialing entity also meets the

requirements of this section. The approved

TITLE AMENDMENT
Remove lines 16-25 and insert:
background screening of employees of a recovery
residence; providing for denial, suspension, or
revocation of certification; providing a criminal

penalty for advertising a recovery residence as a
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Bill No. CS/CS/HB 479 (2014)
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"certified recovery residence" unless certified;
creating s. 397.4871, F.S.; providing legislative
intent; requiring the department to create a voluntary
certification program for recovery residence
administrators; directing the department to approve at
least one credentialing entity by a specified date to

develop and administer the
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