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Florida Senate - 2014 SENATOR AMENDMENT
Bill No. CS/CS/CS/HB 573, 2nd Eng.
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LEGISLATIVE ACTION

Senate . House

Floor: WD
05/02/2014 04:43 PM

Senator Sobel moved the following:

Senate Substitute for Amendment (764744) (with title

amendment)

Between lines 2694 and 2695
insert:

Section 48. Subsection (3), paragraph (e) of subsection
(4), and paragraphs (a), (c), and (e) of subsection (7) of
section 458.347, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

458.347 Physician assistants.—

(3) PERFORMANCE OF SUPERVISING PHYSICIAN.—Each physician or

group of physicians supervising a licensed physician assistant
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must be qualified in the medical areas in which the physician
assistant is to perform and shall be individually or
collectively responsible and liable for the performance and the
acts and omissions of the physician assistant. A physician may

not supervise more than six fewr currently licensed physician

assistants at any one time. A physician supervising a physician
assistant pursuant to this section may not be required to review
and cosign charts or medical records prepared by such physician

assistant. Notwithstanding this subsection, a physician may only

supervise up to four physician assistants in medical offices

other than the physician’s primary practice location pursuant to
s. 458.348(4) (c) .
(4) PERFORMANCE OF PHYSICIAN ASSISTANTS.-—

(e) A supervisory physician may delegate to a fully
licensed physician assistant the authority to prescribe or
dispense any medication used in the supervisory physician’s
practice unless such medication is listed on the formulary
created pursuant to paragraph (f). A fully licensed physician
assistant may only prescribe or dispense such medication under
the following circumstances:

1. A physician assistant must clearly identify to the
patient that he or she is a physician assistant. Furthermore,
the physician assistant must inform the patient that the patient
has the right to see the physician prior to any prescription
being prescribed or dispensed by the physician assistant.

2. The supervisory physician must notify the department of
his or her intent to delegate, on a department-approved form,
before delegating such authority and notify the department of

any change in prescriptive privileges of the physician
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assistant. Authority to dispense may be delegated only by a
supervising physician who is registered as a dispensing
practitioner in compliance with s. 465.0276.

3. The physician assistant must certify to f£ite—with the
department a—sigred—affidavit that he or she has completed a

minimum of 10 continuing medical education hours in the

specialty practice in which the physician assistant has
prescriptive privileges with each licensure renewal application.
4. The department may issue a prescriber number to the
physician assistant granting authority for the prescribing of
medicinal drugs authorized within this paragraph upon completion
of the foregoing requirements. The physician assistant shall not
be required to independently register pursuant to s. 465.0276.

5. The prescription may must be written or electronic, but

must be in a form that complies with ss. 456.0392 (1) and
456.42 (1) ehapter—499 and must contain, in addition to the

supervisory physician’s name, address, and telephone number, the

physician assistant’s prescriber number. Unless it is a drug or
drug sample dispensed by the physician assistant, the
prescription must be filled in a pharmacy permitted under
chapter 465 and must be dispensed in that pharmacy by a
pharmacist licensed under chapter 465. The appearance of the
prescriber number creates a presumption that the physician
assistant is authorized to prescribe the medicinal drug and the
prescription is wvalid.

6. The physician assistant must note the prescription or
dispensing of medication in the appropriate medical record.

(7) PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT LICENSURE.-—

(a) Any person desiring to be licensed as a physician
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assistant must apply to the department. The department shall
issue a license to any person certified by the council as having
met the following regquirements:

1. Is at least 18 years of age.

2. Has satisfactorily passed a proficiency examination by
an acceptable score established by the National Commission on
Certification of Physician Assistants. If an applicant does not
hold a current certificate issued by the National Commission on
Certification of Physician Assistants and has not actively
practiced as a physician assistant within the immediately
preceding 4 years, the applicant must retake and successfully
complete the entry-level examination of the National Commission
on Certification of Physician Assistants to be eligible for
licensure.

3. Has completed the application form and remitted an
application fee not to exceed $300 as set by the boards. An
application for licensure made by a physician assistant must
include:

a. A certificate of completion of a physician assistant
training program specified in subsection (6).

b. A swerrs statement of any prior felony convictions.

c. A swers statement of any previous revocation or denial
of licensure or certification in any state.

d—Fwe—letters—of recommendation~

d.e+ A copy of course transcripts and a copy of the course
description from a physician assistant training program
describing course content in pharmacotherapy, if the applicant
wishes to apply for prescribing authority. These documents must

meet the evidence requirements for prescribing authority.
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99 e. For physician assistants seeking initial licensure on or

100 after January 1, 2015, fingerprints pursuant to s. 456.0135.

101 (c) The license must be renewed biennially. Each renewal
102 |must include:

103 1. A renewal fee not to exceed $500 as set by the boards.
104 2. A swern statement of no felony convictions in the

105 |previous 2 years.

106 (e) Upon employment as a physician assistant, a licensed
107 |physician assistant must notify the department in writing within
108 30 days after such employment and provide er—after—any

109 |subseguent—changes—inthe supervising physieian—The
110 Arotifiecationmust—dnetude the full name, Florida medical license

111 number, specialty, and address of a designated #£khe supervising

112 |physician. Any subsequent change in the designated supervising

113 |physician shall be reported to the department within 30 days

114 after the change. Assignment of a designated supervising

115 |physician does not preclude a physician assistant from

116 |practicing under multiple supervising physicians.

117 Section 49. Subsection (3), paragraph (e) of subsection

118 (4), and paragraphs (a), (b), and (d) of subsection (7) of

119 section 459.022, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

120 459.022 Physician assistants.—

121 (3) PERFORMANCE OF SUPERVISING PHYSICIAN.—Each physician or
122 |group of physicians supervising a licensed physician assistant
123 |must be qualified in the medical areas in which the physician
124 assistant is to perform and shall be individually or

125 |collectively responsible and liable for the performance and the

126 |acts and omissions of the physician assistant. A physician may

127 not supervise more than six fewr currently licensed physician
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assistants at any one time. A physician supervising a physician
assistant pursuant to this section may not be required to review
and cosign charts or medical records prepared by such physician

assistant. Notwithstanding this subsection, a physician may only

supervise up to four physician assistants in medical offices

other than the physician’s primary practice location pursuant to
s. 459.025(3) (c) .
(4) PERFORMANCE OF PHYSICIAN ASSISTANTS.-—

(e) A supervisory physician may delegate to a fully
licensed physician assistant the authority to prescribe or
dispense any medication used in the supervisory physician’s
practice unless such medication is listed on the formulary
created pursuant to s. 458.347. A fully licensed physician
assistant may only prescribe or dispense such medication under
the following circumstances:

1. A physician assistant must clearly identify to the
patient that she or he is a physician assistant. Furthermore,
the physician assistant must inform the patient that the patient
has the right to see the physician prior to any prescription
being prescribed or dispensed by the physician assistant.

2. The supervisory physician must notify the department of
her or his intent to delegate, on a department-approved form,
before delegating such authority and notify the department of
any change in prescriptive privileges of the physician
assistant. Authority to dispense may be delegated only by a
supervisory physician who is registered as a dispensing
practitioner in compliance with s. 465.0276.

3. The physician assistant must certify to £idle—with the
department a—sigred—affidavit that she or he has completed a
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minimum of 10 continuing medical education hours in the
specialty practice in which the physician assistant has
prescriptive privileges with each licensure renewal application.
4. The department may issue a prescriber number to the

physician assistant granting authority for the prescribing of
medicinal drugs authorized within this paragraph upon completion
of the foregoing requirements. The physician assistant shall not
be required to independently register pursuant to s. 465.0276.

5. The prescription may must be written or electronic, but

must be in a form that complies with ss. 456.0392 (1) and
456.42 (1) ehapter—499 and must contain, in addition to the

supervisory physician’s name, address, and telephone number, the

physician assistant’s prescriber number. Unless it is a drug or
drug sample dispensed by the physician assistant, the
prescription must be filled in a pharmacy permitted under
chapter 465, and must be dispensed in that pharmacy by a
pharmacist licensed under chapter 465. The appearance of the
prescriber number creates a presumption that the physician
assistant is authorized to prescribe the medicinal drug and the
prescription is wvalid.

6. The physician assistant must note the prescription or
dispensing of medication in the appropriate medical record.

(7) PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT LICENSURE.-—

(a) Any person desiring to be licensed as a physician
assistant must apply to the department. The department shall
issue a license to any person certified by the council as having
met the following requirements:

1. Is at least 18 years of age.

2. Has satisfactorily passed a proficiency examination by
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an acceptable score established by the National Commission on
Certification of Physician Assistants. If an applicant does not
hold a current certificate issued by the National Commission on
Certification of Physician Assistants and has not actively
practiced as a physician assistant within the immediately
preceding 4 years, the applicant must retake and successfully
complete the entry-level examination of the National Commission
on Certification of Physician Assistants to be eligible for
licensure.

3. Has completed the application form and remitted an
application fee not to exceed $300 as set by the boards. An
application for licensure made by a physician assistant must
include:

a. A certificate of completion of a physician assistant
training program specified in subsection (6).

b. A swers statement of any prior felony convictions.

c. A swern statement of any previous revocation or denial
of licensure or certification in any state.

d—Iwo—Jletters—of recommendation-

d.e+ A copy of course transcripts and a copy of the course
description from a physician assistant training program
describing course content in pharmacotherapy, if the applicant
wishes to apply for prescribing authority. These documents must
meet the evidence requirements for prescribing authority.

e. For physician assistants seeking initial licensure on or

after January 1, 2015, fingerprints pursuant to s. 456.0135.

(b) The licensure must be renewed biennially. Each renewal
must include:

1. A renewal fee not to exceed $500 as set by the boards.
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2. A swern statement of no felony convictions in the
previous 2 years.
(d) Upon employment as a physician assistant, a licensed

physician assistant must notify the department in writing within

30 days after such employment and provide er—afE

niz
T
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Arotifieationmust—dnetude the full name, Florida medical license

number, specialty, and address of a designated #£khe supervising

physician. Any subsequent change in the designated supervising

physician shall be reported to the department within 30 days

after the change. Assignment of a designated supervising

physician does not preclude a physician assistant from

practicing under multiple supervising physicians.

================= T I T L E A MENDDMEN T ================

And the title is amended as follows:
Delete line 292

and insert:
home health agencies; amending ss. 458.347 and
459.022, F.S.; increasing the number of licensed
physician assistants that a physician may supervise at
any one time; providing an exception; revising
circumstances under which a physician assistant is
authorized to prescribe or dispense medication;
revising requirements for medications prescribed or
dispensed by physician assistants; revising
application requirements for licensure as a physician
assistant and license renewal; providing effective

dates.

Page 9 of 9
5/2/2014 1:42:43 PM 33-05546-14






