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HOUSE AMENDMENT

Bill No. CS/HB 7023 (2014)
Amendment No.

CHAMBER ACTION

Senate House

Representative Hutson offered the following:

Amendment (with title amendment)

Remove lines 331-1035 and insert:

Section 8. Subsection (1) of section 288.018, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

288.018 Regional Rural Development Grants Program.-—

(1) The department shall establish a matching grant
program to provide funding to regionally based economic
development organizations representing rural counties and
communities for the purpose of building the professional
capacity of their organizations. Such matching grants may also
be used by an economic development organization to provide

technical assistance to businesses within the rural counties and

743183
Approved For Filing: 4/22/2014 12:30:48 PM
Page 1 of 30



15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39

HOUSE AMENDMENT

Bill No. CS/HB 7023 (2014)
Amendment No.

communities that it serves. The department is authorized to
approve, on an annual basis, grants to such regionally based
economic development organizations. The maximum amount an
organization may receive in any year will be $50,000 $35+666, or
$150,000 £4686+6866 in a rural area of opportunity eritieat

econemie—econecern recommended by the Rural Economic Development
Initiative and designated by the Governor, and must be matched
each year by an equivalent amount of nonstate resources.

Section 9. Subsection (7) of section 288.987, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

288.987 Florida Defense Support Task Force.—

(7) The department shall contract with the task force for
expenditure of appropriated funds, which may be used by the task
force for economic and product research and development, joint
planning with host communities to accommodate military missions
and prevent base encroachment, advocacy on the state's behalf
with federal civilian and military officials, assistance to
school districts in providing a smooth transition for large
numbers of additional military-related students, job training
and placement for military spouses in communities with high
proportions of active duty military personnel, and promotion of
the state to military and related contractors and employers. The
task force may annually spend up to $250,000 $26656668 of funds
appropriated to the department for the task force for staffing

and administrative expenses of the task force, including travel
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and per diem costs incurred by task force members who are not
otherwise eligible for state reimbursement.

Section 10. Section 290.0411, Florida Statutes, 1s amended
to read:

290.0411 Legislative intent and purpose of ss. 290.0401-
290.048.—It is the intent of the Legislature to provide the
necessary means to develop, preserve, redevelop, and revitalize
Florida communities exhibiting signs of decline, e¥ distress, or

g =

economic need by enabling local governments to undertake the

necessary community and economic development programs. The

overall objective is to create viable communities by eliminating
slum and blight, fortifying communities in urgent need,
providing decent housing and suitable living environments, and
expanding economic opportunities, principally for persons of low
or moderate income. The purpose of ss. 290.0401-290.048 is to
assist local governments in carrying out effective community and
economic development and project planning and design activities
to arrest and reverse community decline and restore community

vitality. Community and economic development and project

planning activities to maintain viable communities, revitalize
existing communities, expand economic development and employment
opportunities, and improve housing conditions and expand housing
opportunities, providing direct benefit to persons of low or
moderate income, are the primary purposes of ss. 290.0401-
290.048. The Legislature, therefore, declares that the

development, redevelopment, preservation, and revitalization of
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communities in this state and all the purposes of ss. 290.0401-
290.048 are public purposes for which public money may be
borrowed, expended, loaned, pledged to guarantee loans, and
granted.

Section 11. Section 290.044, Florida Statutes, 1s amended
to read:

290.044 Florida Small Cities Community Development Block
Grant Program Fund; administration; distribution.—

(1) The Florida Small Cities Community Development Block
Grant Program Fund is created. All revenue designated for
deposit in such fund shall be deposited by the appropriate
agency. The department shall administer this fund as a grant and
loan guarantee program for carrying out the purposes of ss.
290.0401-290.048.

(2) The department shall distribute such funds as loan
guarantees and grants to eligible local governments on the basis

of a competitive selection process established by rule.

(3) The department shall require applicants for grants to

compete against each other in the following grant program

categories:

(a) Housing rehabilitation.

(b) Economic development.

(c) Neighborhood revitalization.

(d) Commercial revitalization.

(4) 43> The department shall define £he broad community
development objectives ebjeetiwe to be achieved by the
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Bill No. CS/HB 7023 (2014)

Amendment No.
activities in each of the fedltewing grant program categories

with the use of funds from the Florida Small Cities Community

Development Block Grant Program Fund. Such objectives shall be

designed to meet at least one of the national objectives

provided in the Housing and Community Development Act of 1974+
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(5)44> The department may set aside an amount of up to 5
percent of the funds annually for use in any eligible local
government jurisdiction for which an emergency or natural
disaster has been declared by executive order. Such funds may
only be provided to a local government to fund eligible
emergency-related activities for which no other source of
or local disaster funds is available. The

federal, state,

department may provide for such set-aside by rule. In the last
quarter of the state fiscal year, any funds not allocated under
the emergency-related set-aside shall be distributed to unfunded
applications from the most recent funding cycle.

(6)t>F

monitoring grants,

The department shall establish a system of
including site visits, to ensure the proper

expenditure of funds and compliance with the conditions of the

743183
Approved For Filing:

4/22/2014 12:30:48 PM
Page 5 of 30



118
119
120
121
122
123
124
125
126
127
128
129
130
131
132
133
134
135
136
137
138
139
140
141
142
143

HOUSE AMENDMENT
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recipient's contract. The department shall establish criteria
for implementation of internal control, to include, but not be
limited to, the following measures:

(a) Ensuring that subrecipient audits performed by a
certified public accountant are received and responded to in a
timely manner.

(b) Establishing a uniform system of monitoring that
documents appropriate followup as needed.

(c) Providing specific justification for contract
amendments that takes into account any change in contracted
activities and the resultant cost adjustments which shall be
reflected in the amount of the grant.

Section 12. Section 290.046, Florida Statutes, is amended
to read:

290.046 Applications for grants; procedures;
requirements.—

(1) In applying for a grant under a specific program
category, an applicant shall propose eligible activities that

directly address the objectives ebjeetiswe of that program

category.

(2) (a) Not including applications for economic development

grants Exeept as provided for in subparagraph (b)l. paragraph

e}, each eligible local government may submit one an

application for a grant uwnder—either—the housing program

during each application ampwet—funding cycle. An—applticant—may
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eligible local government may apply up to three times in any one

annual funding cycle for an economic development & grant wader

o B 1 oom
T COoOTToOImcC— OtTVv T OPPIrCTT

£ O der rE—program—eategory but may not shatt

receive e more than one such grant per annual funding cycle.

|

local government may have more than one open economic

development grant Apptiecations—for grants—under the economie
ME g

2. The department shall establish minimum criteria

pertaining to the number of jobs created for persons of low or

moderate income, the degree of private-sector private seetor

financial commitment, and the economic feasibility of the
proposed project and shall establish any other criteria the
department deems appropriate. Assistance to a private, for-
profit business may not be provided from a grant award unless
sufficient evidence exists to demonstrate that without such
public assistance the creation or retention of such jobs would
not occur.

(c)1. A local government geveraments with an open housing

rehabilitation, neighborhood revitalization, or commercial

revitalization contract is shadd* not be eligible to apply for
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170 another housing rehabilitation, neighborhood revitalization, or

171| commercial revitalization grant until administrative closeout of

172 its +heir existing contract. The department shall notify a local

173| government of administrative closeout or of any outstanding
174 closeout issues within 45 days after ef receipt of a closeout

175| package from the local government. A local government

176| gevermments with an open housing rehabilitation, neighborhood

177 revitalization, or commercial revitalization community

178| development block grant contract whose activities are on
179 schedule in accordance with the expenditure rates and

180 accomplishments described in the contract may apply for an
181 economic development grant.

182 2. A local government gevermments with an open economic

183 development community development block grant contract whose
184 activities are on schedule in accordance with the expenditure
185 rates and accomplishments described in the contract may apply

186 for a housing rehabilitation, e¥ neighborhood revitalization, or

A

187| ame—=a commercial revitalization community development block

188| grant. A local government gewveraments with an open economic

189| development contract whose activities are on schedule in
190 accordance with the expenditure rates and accomplishments
191 described in the contract may not receive we more than one

192 additional economic development grant in each fiscal year.

193 (d) PeginningOectober 1739887 The department may not

194 shadd award a me grant until it the—<department has conducted

195| determined;—based—upen a site visit to verify the information
743183
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shall hold a minimum of two public hearings in

HOUSE AMENDMENT
CS/HB 7023 (2014)

the local

jurisdiction within which the project is to be

implemented to

obtain the views of citizens before submitting

the final

application to the department. The applicant shall conduct the

initial hearing to solicit public input concerning community

needs, inform the public about funding opportunities available

to address community needs, and discuss activities that may be

undertaken. Before a second public hearing is held, the

applicant must publish a summary of the proposed application to

provide citizens with an opportunity to examine the contents of

the application and submit comments. The applicant shall conduct

a second hearing to obtain comments from citizens concerning the

proposed application and to modify the proposed application if
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(5)46)> The local government may shatdt establish a citizen

advisory task force composed of citizens in the jurisdiction in

which the proposed project is to be implemented to provide input

relative to all

phases of the project process. Fhetoeat

(6)++H The department shall,

application for a grant, determine
has the administrative capacity to
activities
activities
evaluation
procedural

results.

failed to accomplish substantially

its last previously funded application,

funded by community development block grants.

before prier—te approving an
whether £hat the applicant

carry out the proposed

and has performed satisfactorily in carrying out past

The

of past performance shall take into account
aspects of previous grants as well as substantive

If the department determines that any applicant has

the results it proposed in

it may prohibit the

applicant from receiving a grant or may penalize the applicant

in the rating of the current application. An Ne application for

grant funds may not be denied solely upon the basis of the past

performance of the eligible applicant.
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Section 13. Subsections (3) and (6) of section 290.047,
Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

290.047 Establishment of grant ceilings and maximum
administrative cost percentages; elimination of population bias;
loans in default.—

(3) The maximum percentage of block grant funds that can
be spent on administrative costs by an eligible local government

shall be 15 percent for the housing rehabilitation program

category, 8 percent for both the neighborhood and the commercial
revitalization program categories, and 8 percent for the

economic development program category. The maximum amount of

block grant funds that may be spent on administrative costs by

an eligible local government for the economic development

program category is $120,000. The purpose of the ceiling is to

maximize the amount of block grant funds actually going toward
the redevelopment of the area. The department will continue to
encourage eligible local governments to consider ways to limit
the amount of block grant funds used for administrative costs,
consistent with the need for prudent management and

accountability in the use of public funds. However, this

subsection does shalt not be—econstruved;s—however;—te prohibit
eligible local governments from contributing their own funds or
making in-kind contributions to cover administrative costs which
exceed the prescribed ceilings, provided that all such
contributions come from local government resources other than

Community Development Block Grant funds.
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(6) The maximum amount pereermtage o0f block grant funds

that may be spent on engineering and architectural costs by an

eligible local government shall be determined in accordance with

a method sekhedule adopted by the department by rule. Any such
method sehedule so adopted shall be consistent with the schedule
used by the United States Farmer's Home Administration as
applied to projects in Florida or another comparable schedule as
amended.

Section 14. Section 290.0475, Florida Statutes, 1s amended
to read:

290.0475 Rejection of grant applications; penalties for
failure to meet application conditions.—Applications xreeeived

qar

for funding underaltl programeategories shall be rejected if
K

73+ Ao
cIrootT

B
qar

scoring—onlyin—+the—-eve that any of the following

+

circumstances arise:

(1) The application is not received by the department by
the application deadline;-

(2) The proposed project does not meet one of the three
national objectives as contained in federal and state
legislation;~

(3) The proposed project is not an eligible activity as
contained in the federal legislation;-—

(4) The application is not consistent with the local
government's comprehensive plan adopted pursuant to s.

163.3184;+

743183
Approved For Filing: 4/22/2014 12:30:48 PM

Page 15 of 30




376
377
378
379
380
381
382
383
384
385
386
387
388
389
390
391
392
393
394
395
396
397
398
399
400
401

Approved For Filing:

HOUSE AMENDMENT

Bill No. CS/HB 7023 (2014)

Amendment No.
(5) The applicant has an open community development block

grant, 290.046(2) (b) and (c) and

department rules; 2560462}~
(6) The local government is not in compliance with the

104 (a) (1)

except as provided in s.

citizen participation requirements prescribed in ss.
and (2) and 106 (d) (5) (c)
Development Act of 1974, s.

of Title I of the Housing and Community

290.046 (4), 3884 and department

rules; or—

(7) Any information provided in the application that
affects eligibility or scoring is found to have been
misrepresented, and the information is not a mathematical error
which may be discovered and corrected by readily computing
available numbers or formulas provided in the application.
of section 290.048, Florida

Section 15. Subsection (5)

Statutes, is amended to read:

290.048 General powers of department under ss. 290.0401-
290.048.—The department has all the powers necessary or
appropriate to carry out the purposes and provisions of the

program, including the power to:
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Amendment No.

Section 16. Subsection (5)
(8) of section 331.3051,

331.3051

and paragraph (b) of subsection

Florida Statutes, are amended to read:
Duties of Space Florida.—Space Florida shall:

(5) Consult with the Florida Tourism Industry Marketing

Corporation ErnterpriseFilorida;—Fnre—+ in developing a space

@D

tourism marketing plan. Space Florida and the Florida Tourism

Industry Marketing Corporation ErterpriseFlerida;—Ine-+ may

enter into a mutually beneficial agreement that provides funding

to the corporation Enterprise Florida,—Frne—5 for its services to

implement this subsection.

(8) Carry out its responsibility for research and
development by:

(b) Working in collaboration with one or more public or

private universities and other public or private entities to

doesvzaloar o v~ ] £ Cant A £ Tsennllana~as £
GV CeCToOP—a pPpTroposaTr—= cCtC O XCCTCrCC——=

r RV AN Oy
A= (=8 o= AT L UopPpTUTT

witd foster and promote the research necessary to develop
commercially promising, advanced, and innovative science and
technology and wiltd transfer those discoveries to the commercial

sector. Space Florida may develop a proposal to establish a

Center of Excellence for Aerospace in conjunction with this

effort.
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Section 17. Paragraphs (b) through (e) of subsection (1)
of section 443.1116, Florida Statutes, are redesignated as
paragraphs (c) through (f), respectively, a new paragraph (b) is
added to that subsection, paragraphs (d), (g), and (h) of
subsection (2) of that section are amended, paragraphs (i) and
(J) are added to that subsection, paragraph (c) of subsection
(5) of that section is redesignated as paragraph (d), and a new
paragraph (c) is added to that subsection, to read:

443.1116 Short-time compensation.—

(1) DEFINITIONS.—As used in this section, the term:

(b) "Employer-sponsored training" means a training

component sponsored by an employer to improve the skills of the

employer's employees.

(2) APPROVAL OF SHORT-TIME COMPENSATION PLANS.—An employer
wishing to participate in the short-time compensation program
must submit a signed, written, short-time plan to the Department
of Economic Opportunity for approval. The director or his or her
designee shall approve the plan if:

(d) The plan includes a certified statement by the
employer that the aggregate reduction in work hours is in lieu
of temperary layoffs that would affect at least 10 percent of
the employees in the affected unit and that would have resulted
in an equivalent reduction in work hours;

(g) The plan does not serve as a subsidy to seasonal
employers during the off-season or as a subsidy to employers who

traditionally use part-time employees; and
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(h) The plan certifies that fringe benefits provided by

the employer to an employee whose workweek is reduced under the

short-time compensation program will be provided by the employer

under the same terms and conditions as though the workweek of

the employee had not been reduced or to the same extent as other

employees who are not participants in the program thewmanner—in
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paragraph, the term "fringe benefits" includes, but is not

limited to, health insurance, retirement benefits under defined
benefit pension plans as defined in subsection 35 of s. 1002 of
the Employee Retirement Income Security Act of 1974, 29 U.S.C.,

contributions under a defined contribution plan as defined in s.

414 (1) of the Internal Revenue Code, paid vacation and holidays,

and sick leave;

(1) The plan describes the manner in which the

requirements of this subsection will be implemented. The

description shall include a plan for providing notice, if

feasible, to an employee whose workweek is to be reduced under

the short-time compensation program. Such notice shall include

an estimate of the number of layoffs that would have occurred if

not for the program; and

(J) The terms of the employer's written plan and

implementation are consistent with employer obligations under

applicable federal and state laws.
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(5) ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS FOR SHORT-TIME COMPENSATION
BENEFITS.—

(c) The department may not deny short-time compensation

benefits to an individual who is otherwise eligible for these

benefits for any week because the individual is participating in

an employer-sponsored training or a training to improve job

skills that i1s authorized under the Workforce Investment Act and

approved by the department.

Section 18. Paragraph (f) of subsection (1) of section
443,141, Florida Statutes, i1s amended to read:

443.141 Collection of contributions and reimbursements.-—

(1) PAST DUE CONTRIBUTIONS AND REIMBURSEMENTS; DELINQUENT,
ERRONEOUS, INCOMPLETE, OR INSUFFICIENT REPORTS.—

(£) Payments for 2842+—2833+—and—20644 contributions.—For
an annual administrative fee not to exceed $5, a contributing

employer may pay its quarterly contributions due for wages paid

in the first three quarters of each year 2632+—2643+——and—201+4 in
equal installments if those contributions are paid as follows:

1. For contributions due for wages paid in the first
quarter of each year, one-fourth of the contributions due must
be paid on or before April 30, one-fourth must be paid on or
before July 31, one-fourth must be paid on or before October 31,
and one-fourth must be paid on or before December 31.

2. In addition to the payments specified in subparagraph
1., for contributions due for wages paid in the second quarter

of each year, one-third of the contributions due must be paid on
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or before July 31, one-third must be paid on or before October
31, and one-third must be paid on or before December 31.

3. In addition to the payments specified in subparagraphs
1. and 2., for contributions due for wages paid in the third
quarter of each year, one-half of the contributions due must be
paid on or before October 31, and one-half must be paid on or
before December 31.

4. The annual administrative fee assessed for electing to
pay under the installment method shall be collected at the time
the employer makes the first installment payment each year. The
fee shall be segregated from the payment and deposited into the
Operating Trust Fund of the Department of Revenue.

5. 1Interest does not accrue on any contribution that
becomes due for wages paid in the first three quarters of each
year if the employer pays the contribution in accordance with
subparagraphs 1.-4. Interest and fees continue to accrue on
prior delinquent contributions and commence accruing on all
contributions due for wages paid in the first three quarters of
each year which are not paid in accordance with subparagraphs
1.-3. Penalties may be assessed in accordance with this chapter.

The contributions due for wages paid in the fourth gquarter ef

202 —2013+—and—2044 are not affected by this paragraph and are

due and payable in accordance with this chapter.
Section 19. Paragraph (a) of subsection (1) of section

125.271, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:
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531 125.271 Emergency medical services; county emergency
532 medical service assessments.-—
533 (1) As used in this section, the term "county" means:

534 (a) A county that is within a rural area of opportunity

535 erttieal ecoanoms
536 to s. 288.0656;
537

A as designated by the Governor pursuant

0]
)
q

538| Once a county has qualified under this subsection, it always
539| retains the qualification.

540 Section 20. Paragraphs (a), (b), and (e) of subsection (7)
541 of section 163.3177, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

542 163.3177 Required and optional elements of comprehensive
543| plan; studies and surveys.—

544 (7) (a) The Legislature finds that:

545 1. There are a number of rural agricultural industrial
546 centers in the state that process, produce, or aid in the

547| production or distribution of a variety of agriculturally based
548 products, including, but not limited to, fruits, wvegetables,

549 timber, and other crops, and juices, paper, and building

550| materials. Rural agricultural industrial centers have a

551 significant amount of existing associated infrastructure that is
552 used for processing, producing, or distributing agricultural

553| products.

554 2. Such rural agricultural industrial centers are often
555 located within or near communities in which the economy is

556 largely dependent upon agriculture and agriculturally based

743183
Approved For Filing: 4/22/2014 12:30:48 PM
Page 22 of 30




HOUSE AMENDMENT

Bill No. CS/HB 7023 (2014)
Amendment No.

557| products. The centers significantly enhance the economy of such
558 communities. However, these agriculturally based communities are

559 often socioeconomically challenged and designated as rural areas

560 of opportunity eritiecal economie—econecern. If such rural

561| agricultural industrial centers are lost and not replaced with
562 other job-creating enterprises, the agriculturally based

563| communities will lose a substantial amount of their economies.
564 3. The state has a compelling interest in preserving the
565| wviability of agriculture and protecting rural agricultural

566 communities and the state from the economic upheaval that would
567 result from short-term or long-term adverse changes in the

568 agricultural economy. To protect these communities and promote
569 viable agriculture for the long term, it is essential to

570 encourage and permit diversification of existing rural

571 agricultural industrial centers by providing for jobs that are
572 not solely dependent upon, but are compatible with and

573 complement, existing agricultural industrial operations and to
574| encourage the creation and expansion of industries that use

575| agricultural products in innovative ways. However, the expansion
576 and diversification of these existing centers must be

577 accomplished in a manner that does not promote urban sprawl into
578 surrounding agricultural and rural areas.

579 (b) As used in this subsection, the term "rural

580 agricultural industrial center" means a developed parcel of land
581 in an unincorporated area on which there exists an operating

582 agricultural industrial facility or facilities that employ at
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least 200 full-time employees in the aggregate and process and
prepare for transport a farm product, as defined in s. 163.3162,
or any biomass material that could be used, directly or
indirectly, for the production of fuel, renewable energy,
biocenergy, or alternative fuel as defined by law. The center may
also include land contiguous to the facility site which is not
used for the cultivation of crops, but on which other existing
activities essential to the operation of such facility or
facilities are located or conducted. The parcel of land must be

located within, or within 10 miles of, a rural area of

opportunity eriticatleconomiec concern.
(e) Nething—in This subsection does not shall—beeconstrued
£eo confer the status of rural area of opportunity eritieat

economie—econeern, or any of the rights or benefits derived from
such status, on any land area not otherwise designated as such
pursuant to s. 288.0656(7).

Section 21. Subsection (3) of section 163.3187, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

163.3187 Process for adoption of small-scale comprehensive
plan amendment.—

(3) If the small scale development amendment involves a

site within a rural area of opportunity eritiecaleconomie

eenreern as defined under s. 288.0656(2) (d) for the duration of
such designation, the 10-acre limit listed in subsection (1)
shall be increased by 100 percent to 20 acres. The local

government approving the small scale plan amendment shall
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609 certify to the Office of Tourism, Trade, and Economic

610 Development that the plan amendment furthers the economic

611| objectives set forth in the executive order issued under s.
612 288.0656(7), and the property subject to the plan amendment
613 shall undergo public review to ensure that all concurrency

0l4 requirements and federal, state, and local environmental permit
615 requirements are met.

616 Section 22. Subsection (10) of section 163.3246, Florida
617 Statutes, 1s amended to read:

618 163.3246 Local government comprehensive planning

619 certification program.—

620 (10) Notwithstanding subsections (2), (4), (5), (6), and

621 (7), any municipality designated as a rural area of opportunity

622 eritical—economie—econecern pursuant to s. 288.0656 which is
623 located within a county eligible to levy the Small County Surtax
624| under s. 212.055(3) shall be considered certified during the

625 effectiveness of the designation of rural area of opportunity

626| eritical—econemie—econcern. The state land planning agency shall
627| provide a written notice of certification to the local

628 government of the certified area, which shall be considered

629| final agency action subject to challenge under s. 120.569. The

630 notice of certification shall include the following components:
031 (a) The boundary of the certification area.

632 (b) A requirement that the local government submit either
633 an annual or biennial monitoring report to the state land

634| planning agency according to the schedule provided in the
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written notice. The monitoring report shall, at a minimum,
include the number of amendments to the comprehensive plan
adopted by the local government, the number of plan amendments
challenged by an affected person, and the disposition of those
challenges.

Section 23. Paragraph (a) of subsection (6) of section
211.3103, Florida Statutes, 1s amended to read:

211.3103 Levy of tax on severance of phosphate rock; rate,
basis, and distribution of tax.—

(6) (a) Beginning July 1 of the 2011-2012 fiscal year, the
proceeds of all taxes, interest, and penalties imposed under
this section are exempt from the general revenue service charge
provided in s. 215.20, and such proceeds shall be paid into the
State Treasury as follows:

1. To the credit of the Conservation and Recreation Lands
Trust Fund, 25.5 percent.

2. To the credit of the General Revenue Fund of the state,
35.7 percent.

3. For payment to counties in proportion to the number of
tons of phosphate rock produced from a phosphate rock matrix
located within such political boundary, 12.8 percent. The
department shall distribute this portion of the proceeds
annually based on production information reported by the
producers on the annual returns for the taxable year. Any such
proceeds received by a county shall be used only for phosphate-

related expenses.
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4. For payment to counties that have been designated as a

rural area of opportunity eritieasl—eecememie—econecerrn pursuant to

s. 288.0656 in proportion to the number of tons of phosphate
rock produced from a phosphate rock matrix located within such
political boundary, 10.0 percent. The department shall
distribute this portion of the proceeds annually based on
production information reported by the producers on the annual
returns for the taxable year. Payments under this subparagraph
shall be made to the counties unless the Legislature by special
act creates a local authority to promote and direct the economic
development of the county. If such authority exists, payments
shall be made to that authority.

5. To the credit of the Nonmandatory Land Reclamation
Trust Fund, 6.2 percent.

6. To the credit of the Phosphate Research Trust Fund in
the Division of Universities of the Department of Education, 6.2
percent.

7. To the credit of the Minerals Trust Fund, 3.6 percent.

Section 24. Paragraph (c) of subsection (1) of section
212.098, Florida Statutes, 1s amended to read:

212.098 Rural Job Tax Credit Program.-—

(1) As used in this section, the term:

(c) "Qualified area" means any area that is contained

within a rural area of opportunity eritiecalecconeomic—conecern

designated under s. 288.0656, a county that has a population of

fewer than 75,000 persons, or a county that has a population of
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125,000 or less and is contiguous to a county that has a
population of less than 75,000, selected in the following
manner: every third year, the Department of Economic Opportunity
shall rank and tier the state's counties according to the

following four factors:

1. Highest unemployment rate for the most recent 36-month
period.

2. Lowest per capita income for the most recent 36-month
period.

3. Highest percentage of residents whose incomes are below

the poverty level, based upon the most recent data available.

4. Average weekly manufacturing wage, based upon the most
recent data available.

Section 25. Subsection (1) of section 218.67, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

218.67 Distribution for fiscally constrained counties.—

(1) Each county that is entirely within a rural area of

opportunity eriticatleconomie econecern as designated by the

)

Governor pursuant to s. 288.0656 or each county for which the
value of a mill will raise no more than $5 million in revenue,
based on the taxable value certified pursuant to s.

1011.62(4) (a)l.a., from the previous July 1, shall be considered

a fiscally constrained county.

TITLE AMENDMENT
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713 Remove lines 39-85 and insert:
714 288.018, F.S.; increasing the maximum grant amount
715 that an organization may receive from the department
716 under the Regional Rural Development Grants Program;
717 renaming a "rural area of critical economic concern"
718 as a "rural area of opportunity"; amending s. 288.987,
719 F.S.; increasing the amount of funds that may be spent
720 on staffing and administrative expenses of the Florida
721 Defense Support Task Force; amending s. 290.0411,
722 F.S.; revising legislative intent for purposes of the
723 Florida Small Cities Community Development Block Grant
724 Program; amending s. 290.044, F.S.; requiring the
725 department to adopt rules establishing a competitive
726 selection process for loan guarantees and grants
727 awarded under the block grant program; revising the
728 criteria for the award of grants; amending s. 290.046,
729 F.S.; revising limits on the number of grants that an
730 applicant may apply for and receive; requiring the
731 department to conduct a site visit before awarding a
732 grant; requiring the department to rank applications
733 according to criteria established by rule and
734 distribute funds according to the rankings; revising
735 scoring factors to consider in ranking applications;
736 revising requirements for public hearings; providing
737 that the creation of a citizen advisory task force is
738 discretionary; deleting a provision requiring a local
743183
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government to obtain department consent for an
alternative citizen participation plan; amending s.
290.047, F.S.; revising the maximum percentages and
amounts of block grant funds that may be spent on
certain costs and expenses; amending s. 290.0475,
F.S.; conforming provisions to changes made by the
act; correcting a reference; amending s. 290.048,
F.S.; deleting a provision authorizing the department
to adopt and enforce strict requirements concerning an
applicant's written description of a service area;
amending s. 331.3051, F.S.; requiring Space Florida to
consult with the Florida Tourism Industry Marketing
Corporation in developing a space tourism marketing
plan; authorizing Space Florida to enter into an
agreement with the corporation for a specified
purpose; revising the research and development duties
of Space Florida; amending s. 443.1116, F.S.; defining
the term "employer-sponsored training"; revising
components required for approval of a short-time
compensation plan; revising eligibility requirements
for short-time compensation benefits; amending s.
443.141, F.S.; providing an employer payment schedule
for contributions to the Unemployment Compensation
Trust Fund; providing for applicability; amending ss.
125.271, 163.3177, 163.3187, 163.3246, 211.3103,
212.098, 218.67, 288.065, 288.0655, 288.0656,
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