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LEGISLATIVE ACTION
Senate . House
Comm: RCS
02/18/2014

The Committee on Children, Families, and Elder Affairs (Detert)

recommended the following:
Senate Amendment (with title amendment)

Delete lines 28 - 43
and insert:

Section 1. Paragraph (a) of subsection (3) of section
39.701, Florida Statutes, 1s amended to read:

39.701 Judicial review.—

(3) REVIEW HEARINGS FOR CHILDREN 17 YEARS OF AGE.-—

(a) In addition to the review and report required under

paragraphs (1) (a) and (2) (a), respectively, the court shall hold
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a judicial review hearing within 90 days after a child’s 17th
birthday. The court shall also issue an order, separate from the
order on judicial review, that the disability of nonage of the

child has been removed pursuant to ss. 743.045 and 743.047 for

any of these disabilities that the court finds is in the child's

best interest to remove. The court amrd shall continue to hold

timely judicial review hearings. If necessary, the court may
review the status of the child more frequently during the year
before the child’s 18th birthday. At each review hearing held
under this subsection, in addition to any information or report
provided to the court by the foster parent, legal custodian, or
guardian ad litem, the child shall be given the opportunity to
address the court with any information relevant to the child’s
best interest, particularly in relation to independent living
transition services. The department shall include in the social
study report for judicial review written verification that the
child has:

1. A current Medicaid card and all necessary information
concerning the Medicaid program sufficient to prepare the child
to apply for coverage upon reaching the age of 18, if such
application is appropriate.

2. A certified copy of the child’s birth certificate and,
if the child does not have a valid driver license, a Florida
identification card issued under s. 322.051.

3. A social security card and information relating to
social security insurance benefits if the child is eligible for
those benefits. If the child has received such benefits and they
are being held in trust for the child, a full accounting of

these funds must be provided and the child must be informed as
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to how to access those funds.

4. All relevant information related to the Road-to-
Independence Program, including, but not limited to, eligibility
requirements, information on participation, and assistance in
gaining admission to the program. If the child is eligible for
the Road-to-Independence Program, he or she must be advised that
he or she may continue to reside with the licensed family home
or group care provider with whom the child was residing at the
time the child attained his or her 18th birthday, in another
licensed family home, or with a group care provider arranged by
the department.

5. An open bank account or the identification necessary to
open a bank account and to acquire essential banking and
budgeting skills.

6. Information on public assistance and how to apply for
public assistance.

7. A clear understanding of where he or she will be living
on his or her 18th birthday, how living expenses will be paid,
and the educational program or school in which he or she will be
enrolled.

8. Information related to the ability of the child to
remain in care until he or she reaches 21 years of age under s.
39.013.

9. A letter providing the dates that the child is under the
jurisdiction of the court.

10. A letter stating that the child is in compliance with
financial aid documentation requirements.

11. The child’s educational records.

12. The child’s entire health and mental health records.
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13. The process for accessing his or her case file.

14. A statement encouraging the child to attend all
judicial review hearings occurring after the child’s 17th
birthday.

Section 2. Section 409.1454, Florida Statutes, is created
to read:

409.1454 Motor vehicle insurance for children in care.—

(1) The Legislature finds that the costs of driver

education, licensure and costs incidental to licensure, and

motor vehicle insurance for a child in licensed out of home care

after such child obtains a driver license creates an additional

barrier to engaging in normal age-appropriate activities and

gaining independence and may limit opportunities for obtaining

employment and completing educational goals. The Legislature

also finds that the completion of an approved driver education

course 1is necessary to develop safe driving skills.

(2) To the extent that funding is available, the department

shall establish a 3-year pilot program to pay the cost of driver

education, licensure and other costs incidental to licensure,

and motor vehicle insurance for children in licensed out of home

care who have

================= T I T LE A MENIDMENT =s===============
And the title is amended as follows:

Delete lines 3 - 8
and insert:

education for children in care; amending s.

39.701(1) (a), F.S.; authorizing the court to consider

the best interest of a child in removing the
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disability of nonage for certain minors and adding a

reference; creating s. 409.1454, F.S.; providing

legislative findings; directing the Department of

Children and Families to establish a statewide pilot

program to pay specified costs of driver education,

licensure and costs incidental to licensure,

and motor

vehicle insurance for a child in licensed out of home
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