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A bill to be entitled
An act relating to student discipline; creating s.
1006.01, F.S.; providing definitions; amending s.
1006.07, F.S.; revising the duties of the district
school boards relating to student discipline and
school safety; requiring school districts to adopt
standards for intervention, rather than a code of
student conduct, which standards include certain
requirements; amending s. 1006.12, F.S.; revising the
qualifications of a school resource officer and school
safety officer; authorizing a school resource officer
and school safety officer to arrest a student only for
certain violations of law; authorizing a school
resource officer and a school safety officer to make
an arrest only after certain circumstances occur;
requiring the school resource officer and school
safety officer to immediately notify the principal or
the principal’s designee if the officer arrests a
student in a school-related incident; prohibiting a
student from being arrested or referred to the
criminal justice system or juvenile justice system for
petty acts of misconduct; providing an exception;
requiring written documentation of certain
determinations; requiring a law enforcement agency
that serves a school district to enter into
cooperative agreements with the district school board,
ensure the training of school resource officers and
safety officers as specified, and develop guidelines

for the selection of such officers; amending s.
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1006.13, F.S.; requiring each district school board to
adopt a policy on referrals to the criminal justice
system or the juvenile justice system, rather than a
policy of zero-tolerance for crime and victimization;
revising and providing requirements for a policy on
referrals to the criminal Jjustice system or the
juvenile Jjustice system; providing that a school’s
authority and discretion to use other disciplinary
consequences and interventions is not limited by the
act; conforming terminology; requiring each district
school board, in collaboration with students,
educators, parents, and stakeholders, to enter into
cooperative agreements with a county sheriff’s office
and a local police department for specified purposes;
revising the requirements for these agreements;
requiring each school district to annually review the
cost, effectiveness, and necessity of its school
safety programs and submit findings to the Department
of Education; requiring a school district to arrange
and pay for transportation for a student in certain
circumstances; requiring, rather than encouraging, a
school district to use alternatives to expulsion or
referral to a law enforcement agency unless the use of
such alternatives poses a threat to school safety;
requiring each school district to submit to the
Department of Education its policies and agreements;
requiring the department to develop by a specified
date a model policy for referrals to the criminal

justice system or the juvenile justice system;
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requiring the Commissioner of Education to report by a
specified date each year to the Governor and the
Legislature on the implementation of policies on
referrals to the criminal justice system or the
juvenile justice system; amending ss. 1002.20,

1002.23, 1003.32, 1006.09, 1006.147, and 1006.15,

F.S.; conforming cross-references and provisions to

changes made by the act; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 1006.01, Florida Statutes, is created to

read:

1006.01 Definitions.—As used in part I of this chapter, the

term:

(1) “Exclusionary consequence” means a consequence of a

student’s serious breach of the standards for intervention which

results in the student’s being barred from attending school.

(2) “Exclusionary discipline” means a disciplinary,

punitive practice that removes a student from instruction time

in the student’s regular classrooms, including in-school

suspension during class time, out-of-school suspension, transfer

to an alternative school, and expulsion. Absences due to

exclusionary discipline are considered excused absences.

(3) “Restorative circle” means a space, guided by at least

one individual who ensures that each participant has an equal

opportunity to speak, in which participants take turns speaking

about a topic and using a talking piece, a physical object that

is used to assist communication between participants.
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(4) “Restorative group conferencing” means an intervention

in which a facilitator leads the individuals who were involved

in an incident, whether they were harmed or caused the harm, as

well as their families or other supporters, in a face-to-face

process. This process aims to address the harm, resolve any

conflict, and prevent recurrence of the harm based on the ideas

of restorative justice practices and mutual accountability.

(5) “Restorative justice” means an intervening approach to

justice which addresses root causes of harm caused or revealed

by unjust behavior by emphasizing repair of the harm and giving

equal attention to accountability, growth, community safety, the

harmed student’s needs, and the offender’s needs.

Section 2. Section 1006.07, Florida Statutes, is amended to

read:
1006.07 District school board duties relating to student
discipline and school safety.—The district school board shall

provide for the proper accounting for all students, for the

attendance and—eentret of students at school, for the creation

of a safe and effective learning environment, regardless of the

student’s race, ethnicity, religion, disability, sexual

orientation, or gender identity, and for the proper attention to

health, safety, and other matters relating to the welfare of
students, including the use of:

(1) INTERVENTIONS FOR AND DISCIPLINE €ONFROE OF STUDENTS.—
FEach school district shall:

(a) Adopt rules for the eemntrets+ discipline, in-school

suspension, suspension, and expulsion of students and decide all

cases recommended for expulsion. Suspension hearings are exempt

exempted from £heprovisiens—ef chapter 120. Expulsion hearings
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117 are shalrd—be governed by ss. 120.569 and 120.57(2) and are
118 exempt from s. 286.011. However, the student’s parent must be
119| given notice of the provisions of s. 286.011 and may elect to
120| have the hearing held in compliance with that section. The
121| district school board may prohibit the use of corporal
122| punishment+ if the district school board adopts or has adopted a
123| written program of alternative control or discipline. In order

124 to fulfill the paramount duty of this state to make adequate

125| provisions for the education of all children residing within its

126 borders in accordance with s. 1, Art. IX of the State

127| Constitution, the district school board shall make every effort

128 to reduce exclusionary discipline for minor behavior.

129 (b) Require each student at the time of initial

130 registration for school in the school district to note previous
131 school expulsions, arrests resulting in a charge, and juvenile
132 justice actions the student has had, and have the authority as
133 the district school board of a receiving school district to

134 honor the final order of expulsion or dismissal of a student by
135| any in-state or out-of-state public district school board or

136 private school, or lab school, for an act that whieh would have

137| Dbeen grounds for expulsion according to the receiving district

138 school board’s standards for intervention eede—-of student

139| eendwet, 1in accordance with the following procedures:

140 1. A final order of expulsion shall be recorded in the

141 records of the receiving school district.

142 2. The expelled student applying for admission to the

143| receiving school district shall be advised of the final order of

144 expulsion.

145 3. The district school superintendent of the receiving
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school district may recommend to the district school board that
the final order of expulsion be waived and the student be
admitted to the school district, or that the final order of
expulsion be honored and the student not be admitted to the
school district. If the student is admitted by the district
school board, with or without the recommendation of the district
school superintendent, the student may be placed in an
appropriate educational program at the direction of the district
school board.

(2) STANDARDS FOR INTERVENTION cobE—-OF-STUPENTCONBUCTE.—

FEach school district shall adopt clear standards for

intervention, formerly known as a code of student conduct, which

create a safe, supportive, and positive school climate and which

address misbehavior with interventions and consequences aimed at

understanding and addressing the causes of misbehavior,

resolving conflicts, meeting students’ needs, and keeping

students in school and teaching them to respond in age-

appropriate ways a—eode—of—student—econduct—for—elementary
K
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every—sehool—year. The process for adopting standards for

intervention must include meaningful involvement with parents,

students, teachers, and the community. The standards for

intervention must be organized and written in language that is

understandable to students and parents and translated into all

languages represented by the students and their parents;

discussed at the beginning of every school year in student

classes, school advisory council meetings, and parent and
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teacher association or organization meetings; made available at

the beginning of every school year in the student handbook or

similar publication distributed to all teachers, school

personnel, students, and parents; and posted online. The
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(a) Consistent policies and specific grounds for
disciplinary action, including in-school suspension, out-of-

school suspension, expulsion, interventions, supports, and any

disciplinary action that may be imposed for the possession or
use of alcohol on school property or while attending a school
function or for the illegal use, sale, or possession of
controlled substances as defined in chapter 893.

(b) Procedures to be followed for acts requiring
discipline, including corporal punishment.

(c) A discipline chart or matrix that indicates that a

student is not subject to exclusionary discipline for unexcused

tardiness, lateness, absence, or truancy; for violation of the

school dress code or rules regarding school uniforms; or for

behavior infractions that do not endanger the physical safety of

other students or staff members, including, but not limited to,
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insubordination, defiance, disobedience, disrespect, or minor

classroom disruptions. The discipline chart or matrix must also:

1. Provide guidance on appropriate interventions and

consequences to be applied to behaviors or behavior categories

as provided in subparagraph 2. The school district may define

specific interventions and provide a list of interventions that

must be used and documented before exclusionary discipline is

considered unless a behavior poses a serious threat to school

safety. The interventions may include, but are not limited to:

a. Having a private conversation with the student about his

or her behavior and underlying issues that may have precipitated

the behavior.

b. Providing an opportunity for the student’s anger, fear,

or anxiety to subside.

c. Providing restorative justice practices using a

schoolwide approach of informal and formal techniques to build a

sense of school community and to manage conflict by repairing

harm and restoring positive relationships.

d. Providing reflective activities, such as requiring the

student to write an essay about his or her behavior.

e. Participating in skill building and conflict resolution

activities, such as social-emotional cognitive skill building,

restorative circles, and restorative group conferencing.

f. Revoking student privileges.

g. Referring a student to a school counselor or social

worker.

h. Speaking to a student’s parent.

i. Referring a student to intervention outside the school

setting.
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233 J. Ordering in-school detention or in-school suspension

234 during lunch, after school, or on the weekends.

235 2. Outline specific behaviors or behavior categories. Each

236| behavior or behavior category must include clear maximum

237| consequences to prevent inappropriate exclusionary consequences

238 for minor misbehavior and set clear requirements that must be

239| satisfied before imposing exclusionary discipline. The chart or

240| matrix must show that exclusionary discipline is a last resort

241 to be used only in cases of serious misconduct when in-school

242 interventions and consequences that do not lead to exclusionary

243| consequences are insufficient. The following behaviors, which

244 must be accompanied by appropriate intervention services, such

245 as substance abuse counseling, anger management counseling, or

246 restorative justice practices, may result in exclusionary

247 discipline and in notification of a law enforcement agency if

248 the behavior is a felony or a serious threat to school safety:

249 a. Illegal sale of a controlled substance, as defined in

250 chapter 893, by a student on school property or in attendance at

251 a school function.

252 b. Violation of the district school board’s sexual

253| harassment policy.

254 c. Possession, display, transmission, use, or sale of a

255 firearm or weapon, as defined in s. 790.001 or 18 U.S.C. s. 921,

256 or an object that is used as, or is intended to function as, a

257 weapon, while on school property or in attendance at a school

258 function.

259 d. Making a threat or false report, as provided in ss.
260 790.162 and 790.163, respectively.

261 e. Homicide.
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262 f. Sexual battery.
263 g. Armed robbery.
264 h. Aggravated battery.
265 i. Battery or aggravated battery on a teacher, other school

266| personnel, or district school board personnel.

267 j. Kidnapping.

268 k. Arson.

269 (d) A glossary of clearly defined terms and behaviors.
270 (e) An explanation of the responsibilities, dignity, and

271 rights of and respect for students, including, but not limited

272 to, a student’s right not to be discriminated against based on

273 race, ethnicity, religion, disability, sexual orientation, or

274 gender identity; a student’s right to participate in student

275 publications, school programs, and school activities; and a

276 student’s right to exercise free speech, to assemble, and to

277! maintain privacy.

278 (f) An explanation of the school’s dress code or rules

279| regarding school uniforms and notice that students have the

280 right to dress in accordance with their stated gender within the

281 constraints of the school’s dress code.

282 (g) Notice that violation of transportation policies of a

283| district school board by a student, including disruptive

284| behavior on a school bus or at a school bus stop, is grounds for

285 disciplinary action by the school.
286 (h) Notice that a student who is determined to have brought

287 a weapon or firearm, as defined in s. 790.001 or 18 U.S.C. s.

288 921, to school, to a school function, or onto school-sponsored

289 transportation, or to have possessed a weapon or firearm at

290 school, will be expelled from the student’s regular school for
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at least 1 full year and referred to the criminal justice system

or juvenile justice system; and notice that a district school

superintendent may consider the requirement of l-year expulsion

on a case-by-case basis and may request the district school

board to modify the requirement by assigning the student to a

disciplinary program or second chance school if:

1. The request for modification is in writing,; and

2. The modification is determined to be in the best

interest of the student and the school district.

(1) Notice that a student who is determined to have made a

threat or false report, as provided in ss. 790.162 and 790.163,

respectively, involving the school’s or school personnel’s

property, school transportation, or a school-sponsored activity

may be expelled, with continuing educational services, from the

student’s regular school for at least 1 full year and referred

to the criminal justice system or juvenile justice system; and

notice that a district school superintendent may consider the

requirement of l-year expulsion on a case-by-case basis and may

request the district school board to modify the requirement by

assigning the student to a disciplinary program or second chance

school if:

1. The request for modification is in writing,; and

2. The modification is determined to be in the best

interest of the student and the school district.

(j) A clear and complete explanation of due process rights

afforded to a student, including a student with a disability,

and the types of exclusionary discipline to which a student may

be subjected.

P
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436 required by law and fire protection codes. The emergency

437 response agency that is responsible for notifying the school

438| district for each type of emergency must be listed in the

439| district’s emergency response policy.

440 (b) Establish model emergency management and emergency

441| preparedness procedures, including emergency notification

442 procedures pursuant to paragraph (a), for the following life-
443 threatening emergencies:

444 1. Weapon-use and hostage situations.

445 2. Hazardous materials or toxic chemical spills.

446 3. Weather emergencies, including hurricanes, tornadoes,
447 and severe storms.

448 4. Exposure as a result of a manmade emergency.

449 (5) EDUCATIONAL SERVICES IN DETENTION FACILITIES.—Each

450 school district shall offer educational services to minors who
451 have not graduated from high school and eligible students with
452 disabilities under the age of 22 who have not graduated with a
453 standard diploma or its equivalent who are detained in a county
454 or municipal detention facility as defined in s. 951.23. These
455 educational services must shalt be based upon the estimated

456| length of time the student will be in the facility and the

457 student’s current level of functioning. A county sheriff or

458 chief correctional officer, or his or her designee, shall notify
459| a district school superintendent, superintendents or his or her
460| designee +theirdesignrees—shall be neotified by the county Sheriff
461 er—echiefecorrectionat—officer—or his—er herdesignee, when upen
462 | +he—assigament—of a student under the age of 21 is assigned to
463| the facility. A eecoperative agreement—with+the district school
464| Dboard and applicable law enforcement units shall develop a
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465 cooperative agreement be—developed to address the notification

466 requirement and the provision of educational services to such
467| +£hese students.
468 (6) SAFETY AND SECURITY BEST PRACTICES.—FEach school

469| district shall use the Safety and Security Best Practices

470 developed by the Office of Program Policy Analysis and

471 Government Accountability to conduct a self-assessment of the
472 school districts’ current safety and security practices. Based
473| on these self-assessment findings, the district school

474| superintendent shall provide recommendations to the district
475 school board which identify strategies and activities that the
476| district school board should implement in order to improve

477 school safety and security. Amagaltty Each district school board
478| must annually receive the self-assessment results at a publicly
479| noticed district school board meeting to provide the public an
480 opportunity to hear the district school board members discuss
481 and take action on the report findings. Each district school
482 superintendent shall report the self-assessment results and

483 school board action to the commissioner within 30 days after the
484 district school board meeting.

485 (7) RESTORATIVE JUSTICE PRACTICES.—Each school district

486 shall provide funding for, train school staff members on, and

487 support the implementation of school-based restorative justice

488| practices. These practices shall be used to build a sense of

489| school community and to resolve conflict by reporting harm and

490 restoring positive relationships. There are many different ways

491 to use these practices in schools and the juvenile justice

492 system where students and educators work together to set

493 academic goals, develop core values for the classroom community,
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494 and resolve conflicts. Many types of restorative justice

495| practices, such as restorative circles, may be used to promote a

496| positive learning environment and to deal with issues as they

497 arise. Some main restorative circles that schools use for

498 discipline may include, but need not be limited to:

499 (a) Discipline circles that address the harm that occurred,

500 repair the harm, and develop solutions to prevent recurrence of

501 the harm among the relevant parties.

502 (b) Proactive behavior management circles that use role

503| play to develop positive behavioral models for students.

504 (8) SUPPORT STAFF.—Each school district shall provide

505 funding to hire staff members to improve school climate and

506 safety, such as social workers, counselors, and restorative

507 justice coordinators, at the nationally recommended ratio of 250

508 students to 1 counselor in order to reduce dependency on school

509 safety officers, school resource officers, and other school

510 resources.

511 (9) SURVEYS.—Each school district shall annually survey

512 parents, students, and teachers regarding school safety and

513| disciplinary issues.

514 Section 3. Section 1006.12, Florida Statutes, is amended to
515 read:

516 1006.12 School resource officers and school safety

517| officers.—

518 (1) A district school board beards may establish a school

519 resource officer program pregrams, through a cooperative
520 agreement with a law enforcement agency agempeies or in

521 accordance with subsection (2).

522 (a) Each school resource officer must effieers—shald be a
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certified law enforcement officer effieers, as defined in s.

943.10(1), and whe—are employed for at least 2 years by a law

enforcement agency as defined in s. 943.10(4). The powers and
duties of a law enforcement officer shaldt continue throughout
the employee’s tenure as a school resource officer.

(b) A school resource officer effieers shall abide by
district school board policies and shad+ consult with and
coordinate activities through the school principal, but is shadd
be responsible to the law enforcement agency in all matters
relating to employment, subject to agreements between a district

school board and the & law enforcement agency. A school resource

officer’s activities that eendueted by the school reseouree

offieer—whieh are part of the regular instructional program of
the school are shalt—Pbe under the direction of the school
principal.

(c) A school resource officer may arrest a student only for

a violation of law which constitutes a serious threat to school

safety and only after consultation with the school principal or

the principal’s designee, documented attempts at intervention or

in-school consequences, and pursuant to the standards for

intervention and the cooperative agreement as described in ss.

1006.07 and 1006.13, respectively. If a school resource officer

arrests a student in a school-related incident, the officer

shall immediately notify the principal or the principal’s

designee. A school resource officer may not arrest or otherwise

refer a student to the criminal justice system or the juvenile

justice system for a petty act of misconduct unless it is

determined that the failure to do so would endanger the physical

safety of other students or staff within the school. Such
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552 determination must be documented in a written report that

553 includes a description of the behavior at issue and an

554 explanation of why an arrest or referral was necessary.

555 (2) (a) Each school safety officer must efficers—shaltd be a

556 law enforcement officer effieers, as defined in s. 943.10(1),

557 certified under thepreoevisiens—ef chapter 943 and employed for

558 at least 2 years by either a law enforcement agency or k¥ the

559| district school board. If the officer is employed by the
560 district school board, the district school board is the
561 employing agency for purposes of chapter 943, and must comply

562| with the—previsiens—ef that chapter.

563 (b) A district school board may commission one or more
564 school safety officers for the protection and safety of school
565| personnel, property, and students within the school district.
566| The district school superintendent may recommend and the

567 district school board may appoint one or more school safety

568 officers.

569 (c) A school safety officer may has—and——shall—exereise—the
570| pewer—te make arrests for violations of law on district school
571 board property and £e arrest persons, whether on or off such
572 property, who violate any law on such property under the same
573 conditions that deputy sheriffs are authorized to make arrests.

574 A school safety officer may arrest a student only for a

575 violation of law that constitutes a serious threat to school

576| safety and only after consultation with the school principal or

577 the principal’s designee, documented attempts at intervention or

578 in-school consequences, and pursuant to the standards for

579 intervention and the cooperative agreement as described in ss.

580 1006.07 and 1006.13, respectively. If a school safety officer
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arrests a student in a school-related incident, the officer

shall immediately notify the principal or the principal’s

designee. A school safety officer may not arrest or otherwise

refer a student to the criminal justice system or the juvenile

justice system for a petty act of misconduct unless it is

determined that the failure to do so would endanger the physical

safety of other students or staff within the school. Such

determination must be documented in a written report that

includes a description of the behavior at issue and an

explanation of why an arrest or referral was necessary A—seheol
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(d) A district school board may enter into mutual aid
agreements with one or more law enforcement agencies as provided
in chapter 23. A school safety officer’s salary may be paid
jointly by the district school board and the law enforcement
agency, as mutually agreed to.

(3) Each law enforcement agency serving a school district

shall do all of the following:

(a) Enter into a cooperative agreement with the district

school board pursuant to s. 1006.13.

(b) Ensure that each school resource officer and school

safety officer is trained in appropriate and positive

interactions with students in different stages of mental,

emotional, and physical development and on the range of

interventions and school-based consequences that should be used

to avoid an arrest. Training must include, but need not be

limited to, topics regarding child and adolescent development

and psychology; instruction on teaching students how to respond
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in age-appropriate ways; cultural competence; implicit bias;

restorative justice practices; rights of students with

disabilities and appropriate responses to their behaviors;

practices that improve school climate; and the creation of safe

environments for lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender

students.

(c) Develop clear guidelines for selecting qualified school

safety officers and school resource officers who have a passion

for and are suited to interacting positively with students and

who do not have a history of excessive force or racial bias.

Section 4. Section 1006.13, Florida Statutes, 1s amended to
read:

1006.13 Policy on referrals to the criminal Jjustice system

or the juvenile justice system ef—zero+tolerance for erimeand

vietimization.—

(1) It is the intent of the Legislature to promote a safe
and supportive learning environment in schools, to protect
students and staff from conduct that poses a serious threat to
school safety, and to encourage schools to use alternatives to
expulsion or referral to law enforcement agencies by addressing
disruptive behavior through restitution, civil citation, teen
court, neighborhood restorative justice, or similar programs.

The Legislature finds that referrals to the criminal justice

system or the juvenile justice system zero—tolteranece potieies

are not intended to be rigorously applied to petty acts of
misconduct and misdemeanors, including, but not limited to,
minor fights or disturbances. The Legislature finds that zere-—

feleranee policies on referrals to the criminal justice system

or the juvenile justice system must apply equally to all
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students regardless of their economic status, race, or
disability.

(2) Each district school board shall adopt a policy on

referrals to the criminal justice system or the juvenile justice

system which ef—=ero—+elerance+that:

(a) Defines criteria for reporting to a law enforcement
agency any act that occurs whenever or wherever students are
within the jurisdiction of the district school board and that

poses a serious threat to school safety. An act that does not

pose a serious threat to school safety must be handled within

the school’s discipline system.

(b) Defines acts that pose a serious threat to school

safety, including, but not limited to, homicide; sexual battery;

armed robbery; aggravated battery; battery or aggravated battery

on a teacher or other school personnel; kidnapping; arson;

possession, display, transmission, use, or sale of a firearm or

weapon as defined in s. 790.001 or 18 U.S.C. s. 921, or an

object that is used as, or is intended to function as, a weapon,

while the student is on school property, in attendance at a

school function, in a school vehicle, or at a school bus stop;

making a threat or intimidation using any pointed or sharp

object or the use of any substance or object as a weapon with

the threat or intent to inflict bodily harm; and making a threat

or deliberate false report of an explosive or destructive

device.

(c) Defines petty acts of misconduct, including, but not

limited to, behavior that could amount to the misdemeanor

criminal charges of disorderly conduct, disturbing a school

function, trespassing, loitering, simple assault or battery,
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affray, theft of less than $300, vandalism of less than $1,000,

criminal mischief, and other behavior that does not pose a

serious threat to school safety.

(d) Specifies that students not be arrested or otherwise

referred to the criminal justice system or the juvenile justice

system for petty acts of misconduct unless it is determined that

the failure to do so would endanger the physical safety of other

students or staff within the school. Such determination must be

documented in a written report that includes a description of

the behavior at issue and an explanation of why an arrest or

referral was necessary.

(e)He Minimizes the victimization of students, staff, or
volunteers, including taking all steps necessary to protect the
victim of any violent crime from any further victimization.

(f)+{er Establishes a procedure that provides each student
with the opportunity for a review of the disciplinary action
imposed pursuant to s. 1006.07.

(g) Establishes data-sharing protocols so that each school

district receives, at least twice a year, a report on the number

of school-based arrests of students. All data must be

disaggregated by race, ethnicity, gender, school, offense, and

the name of the law enforcement officer involved and match the

school district’s records on grade, disability, and status as a

limited-English-proficient student.

(h) Clearly limits the role of law enforcement intervention

to serious threats to school safety and delineates clear roles

in which school principals and their designees, under the

constraints of the standards for intervention as described in s.

1006.07 and other district policies, are the final decision
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makers on disciplinary consequences, including referrals to law

enforcement agencies.

(3) This section does not a limit a school’s authority and

discretion under law to use other disciplinary consequences and

interventions as appropriate to address school-based incidents.

(4)43)> The policy on referrals to the criminal justice

system or the juvenile justice system #ero—tolteranece potieies

must require a student who is stwdents found to have committed

one of the following offenses to be expelled, with or without
continuing educational services, from the student’s regular
school for a period of not less than 1 full year, and to be
referred to the criminal justice system or Jjuvenile Jjustice
system:~

(a) Bringing a firearm or weapon, as defined in s. 790.001
or 18 U.S.C. s. 921 ehapter—+9H, to school, to any school

function, or onto any school-sponsored transportation or

possessing a firearm at school.

(b) Making a threat or false report, as provided in defined

by ss. 790.162 and 790.163, respectively, involving school or
school personnel’s property, school transportation, or a school-

sponsored activity.

A district school board beards may assign the student to a

disciplinary program for the purpose of continuing educational

services during the period of expulsion. A district school

superintendent superintendents may consider the l-year expulsion

requirement on a case-by-case basis and request the district
school board to modify the requirement by assigning the student

to a disciplinary program or second chance school if the request
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for modification is in writing and it is determined to be in the
best interest of the student and the school system. If a student
committing any of the offenses in this subsection is a student
who has a disability, the district school board shall comply
with applicable State Board of Education rules.

(5) 4= Each district school board, in collaboration with

students, educators, parents, and stakeholders, shall enter into

cooperative agreements with the county sheriff’s office and

local police department specifying guidelines for ensuring that
acts that pose a serious threat to school safety, whether
committed by a student or adult, are reported to a law
enforcement agency. Such agreements must:

(a) o)y The—agreements—must Include the role of school

safety officers and school resource officers—if—applticabltesr in

handling reported incidents that pose a serious threat to school

safety andy circumstances in which school officials may handle

incidents without filing a report with a law enforcement agency+
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not be reported to a law enforcement agency, including, but not

limited to, disorderly conduct, disturbing disrupting a school

function, loitering, simple assault or battery, affray, theft of
less than $300, trespassing, and vandalism of less than $1,000,

criminal mischief, and other misdemeanors that do not pose a

serious threat to school safety.

(c)+e Clarify the role of the school principal in ensuring
shatt—ensure that all school personnel are properly informed of
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755| as—%te their responsibilities regarding crime reporting, that
756 appropriate delinquent acts and crimes are properly reported,
757 and that actions taken in cases with special circumstances are
758| properly taken and documented.

759 (d) Provide for every school resource officer and school

760 safety officer on school grounds to be trained on appropriate

761 and positive interactions with students in different stages of

762| development and the range of interventions and school-based

763| consequences that should be used to avoid an arrest. Training

764 must include, but need not be limited to, topics such as child

765 and adolescent development and psychology; instruction on

766 teaching students how to respond in age—-appropriate ways;

767 cultural competence; implicit bias; restorative justice

768| practices; rights of students with disabilities and appropriate

769 responses to their behaviors; practices that improve school

770 climate; and the creation of safe environments for lesbian, gay,

771 bisexual, and transgender students.

772 (e) Include clear guidelines for selecting school resource

773 officers and school safety officers, who must meet the following

774| minimum qualifications:

775 1. Be proficient in verbal, written, and interpersonal

776| skills that include public speaking;

777 2. Possess knowledge and experience in matters involving

778 cultural diversity and sensitivity;

779 3. Be trained in best practices for working with students

780 as specified in paragraph (d);

781 4. Be committed to serve as a positive role model for

782 students;

783 5. Has a passion for and desire to interact positively
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784 with, students; and
785 6. Lacks a history of excessive force or racial bias.
786 (f) Require a school district to annually review the cost

787 and effectiveness of its school safety programs, including the

788 use of school safety officers, school resource officers, and

789 other security measures, to report its findings to the

790 Department of Education by August 1 of each school year, and to

791 use these findings to reevaluate and improve school safety

792| programs.

793 (6) 45> Notwithstanding any other provision of law, each

794| district school board shall adopt rules providing that a amy

795 student found to have committed an amy offense in s. 784.081(1),
796 (2), or (3) shall be expelled or placed in an alternative school
797 setting or other program, as appropriate. Upon being charged

798 with the offense, and pending disposition, the student shall be

799| removed from the classroom immediately and placed in an

800 alternative school setting pending—dispesition.

801 (7)46)>(a) Notwithstanding any provision of law prohibiting
802| the disclosure of the identity of a minor, if a whemrever—any
803 student who is attending a public school is adjudicated guilty
804 of or delinquent for, or is found to have committed, regardless
805| of whether adjudication is withheld, or pleads guilty or nolo
806 contendere to, a felony violation of:

807 1. Chapter 782, relating to homicide;

808 2. Chapter 784, relating to assault, battery, and culpable
809| negligence;

810 3. Chapter 787, relating to kidnapping, false imprisonment,

811 luring or enticing a child, and custody offenses;

812 4. Chapter 794, relating to sexual battery;
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813 5. Chapter 800, relating to lewdness and indecent exposure;
814 6. Chapter 827, relating to abuse of children;
815 7. Section 812.13, relating to robbery;
816 8. Section 812.131, relating to robbery by sudden
817 snatching;
818 9. Section 812.133, relating to carjacking; or
819 10. Section 812.135, relating to home-invasion robbery,
820

821 and, before or at the time of such adjudication, withholding of
822 adjudication, or plea, the student effender was attending a

823| school attended by the victim or a sibling of the victim of the
824 offense, the Department of Juvenile Justice shall notify the

825| appropriate district school board of the adjudication or plea,
826 the requirements of #m this paragraph, and whether the student
827| effender 1s prohibited from attending that school or riding on a
828 school bus if whemewver the victim or a sibling of the victim is
829 attending the same school or riding on the same school bus,

830 except as provided pursuant to a written disposition order under
831 s. 985.455(2). Upon receipt of such notice, the district school
832| Dboard shall take appropriate action to effectuate the provisions
833 in paragraph (b).

834 (b) Each district school board shall adopt a cooperative
835 agreement with the Department of Juvenile Justice which

836| establishes guidelines for ensuring that a amy no contact order

837 entered by a court is reported and enforced and that all of the

838 necessary steps are taken to protect the victim ef—+theeoffense
839| Any student effender described in paragraph (a)+ who is not
840 exempt exempted as provided in paragraph (a)+ may not attend the

841| amy school attended by the victim or a sibling of the victim ef
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theoffense or ride on a school bus on which the victim or a

sibling of the victim is riding. The district school board shall

allow the student effender shaoll be permitted by the distriet
seheot—board to attend another school within the district in
which the student effender resides+ only if the other school is

not attended by the victim or sibling of the victim. Another

district school board may allow ef—theeoffense;s—o¥ the student

t—sechool—board to
attend a school in that district if the student effernder is
unable to attend any school in the district in which the student
offender resides.

(c) If the student effemder is unable to attend any other
school in the district in which the student effender resides and
is prohibited from attending a school in another school
district, the district school board in the school district in
which the student effermder resides shall take every reasonable
precaution to keep the student effemder separated from the
victim while on school grounds or on school transportation. The
steps £#e—be taken by a district school board to keep the student
offender separated from the victim must include, but are not
limited to, in-school suspension of the student effemder and the
scheduling of classes, lunch, or other school activities of the
victim and the student effemder so as not to coincide.

(d) The student effender, or the parents of the student
offender if the student effenmder is a juvenile, shall arrange
and pay for transportation associated with or required by the
student’s effender’s attending another school or that would be
required as a consequence of the prohibition against riding on a

school bus on which the victim or a sibling of the victim is
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871 riding. If the student is experiencing homelessness as described

872 in s. 1003.01(12) or belongs to a family whose income does not

873 exceed 150 percent of the federal poverty level, the school

874| district shall arrange and pay for the transportation. Hewevers
875 The student effender or the parents of the student effender may

876| not be charged for existing modes of transportation which £hat
877 can be used by the student effemder at no additional cost to the
878| district school board.

879 (8)4+H- Any disciplinary or prosecutorial action taken

880| against a student who violates the a—zere—tolteranee policy on

881 referrals to the criminal justice system or the juvenile justice

882 system must be based on the particular circumstances of the
883 student’s misconduct.

884 (9)+48> A school district shall districts—are—encouraged—te

885| wuse alternatives to expulsion or referral to a law enforcement
886 agency agepeies unless the use of such alternatives will pose a
887 threat to school safety. By August 1 of each year, a school

888| district shall provide to the department all policies and

889 agreements adopted or implemented pursuant to this section.

890 (10) To assist a school district in developing policies

891 that ensure students are not arrested or otherwise referred to

892 the criminal justice system or the juvenile justice system for

893| petty acts of misconduct, the department shall, by March 1,

894 2015, in collaboration with students, educators, parents, and

895 stakeholders, develop and provide to each school district a

896| model policy.

897 (11) On or before January 1 of each year, the Commissioner

898 of Education shall report to the Governor, the President of the

899 Senate, and the Speaker of the House of Representatives on the
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implementation of this section. The report must include data

regarding school-based arrests and referrals of students to a

law enforcement agency.

Section 5. Subsection (5) of section 1002.20, Florida
Statutes, 1s amended to read:

1002.20 K-12 student and parent rights.—Parents of public
school students must receive accurate and timely information
regarding their child’s academic progress and must be informed
of ways they can help their child to succeed in school. K-12
students and their parents are afforded numerous statutory
rights including, but not limited to, the following:

(5) SAFETY.—In accordance with the provisions of s.

1006.13(7) s+—3666-33{6), students who have been victims of

certain felony offenses by other students, as well as the
siblings of the student victims, have the right to be kept
separated from the student offender both at school and during
school transportation.

Section 6. Subsection (5) of section 1002.23, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

1002.23 Family and School Partnership for Student
Achievement Act.—

(5) Each school district shall develop and disseminate a
parent guide to successful student achievement, consistent with
the guidelines of the Department of Education, which addresses
what parents need to know about their child’s educational
progress and how parents can help their child to succeed in
school. The guide must:

(a) Be understandable to students and parents;

(b) Be distributed to all parents, students, and school
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personnel at the beginning of each school year;

(c) Be discussed at the beginning of each school year in
meetings of students, parents, and teachers;

(d) Include information concerning services, opportunities,
choices, academic standards, and student assessment; and

(e) Provide information on the importance of student health
and available immunizations and vaccinations, including, but not
limited to:

1. A recommended immunization schedule in accordance with
United States Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
recommendations.

2. Detailed information regarding the causes, symptoms, and
transmission of meningococcal disease and the availability,
effectiveness, known contraindications, and appropriate age for
the administration of any required or recommended vaccine
against meningococcal disease, in accordance with the
recommendations of the Advisory Committee on Immunization
Practices of the United States Centers for Disease Control and

Prevention.

The parent guide described in this subsection may be included as

a part of the standards for intervention under s. 1006.07 eede

£
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Section 7. Subsection ( of section 1003.32, Florida
Statutes, 1is amended to read:

1003.32 Authority of teacher; responsibility for control of
students; district school board and principal duties.—Subject to
law and to the rules of the district school board, each teacher

or other member of the staff of any school shall have such
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958 authority for the control and discipline of students as may be
959 assigned to him or her by the principal or the principal’s

960| designated representative and shall keep good order in the

961| classroom and in other places in which he or she is assigned to
962| Dbe in charge of students.

963 (3) A teacher may send a student to the principal’s office
964 to maintain effective discipline in the classroom and may

965 recommend an appropriate consequence consistent with the

966 standards for intervention student—ecode—of——econduetr under s.

967 1006.07. The principal shall respond by employing the teacher’s
968| recommended consequence or a more serious disciplinary action if
969| the student’s history of disruptive behavior warrants it. If the
970| principal determines that a lesser disciplinary action is

971 appropriate, the principal should consult with the teacher

972| before prier—te taking disciplinary action.

973 Section 8. Subsection (4) of section 1006.09, Florida

974 Statutes, is amended to read:

975 1006.09 Duties of school principal relating to student

976| discipline and school safety.—

977 (4) When a student has been the victim of a violent crime
978 perpetrated by another student who attends the same school, the
979 school principal shall make full and effective use of the

980 provisions of subsection (2) and s. 1006.13(7) s+—3606-33+4

o
b

981 school principal who fails to comply with this subsection is
982| wshatd—be ineligible for any portion of the performance pay or
983| the differentiated pay under s. 1012.22. However, if any party
984 responsible for notification fails to properly notify the

985 school, the school principal is shatd—Pe eligible for the

986| performance pay or differentiated pay.
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Section 9. Paragraph (n) of subsection (4) of section
1006.147, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

1006.147 Bullying and harassment prohibited.-—

(4) By December 1, 2008, each school district shall adopt a
policy prohibiting bullying and harassment of any student or
employee of a public K-12 educational institution. Each school
district’s policy shall be in substantial conformity with the
Department of Education’s model policy mandated in subsection
(5). The school district bullying and harassment policy shall
afford all students the same protection regardless of their
status under the law. The school district may establish separate
discrimination policies that include categories of students. The
school district shall involve students, parents, teachers,
administrators, school staff, school volunteers, community
representatives, and local law enforcement agencies in the
process of adopting the policy. The school district policy must
be implemented in a manner that is ongoing throughout the school
year and integrated with a school’s curriculum, a school’s
discipline policies, and other violence prevention efforts. The
school district policy must contain, at a minimum, the following
components:

(n) A procedure for publicizing the policy, which must

include its publication in the standards for intervention eede

of——student——econduvet—reguired under s. 1006.07 s—3666-0672)> and

in all employee handbooks.

Section 10. Paragraph (a) of subsection (3) of section
1006.15, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

1006.15 Student standards for participation in

interscholastic and intrascholastic extracurricular student

Page 35 of 37

CODING: Words strieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




1016
1017
1018
1019
1020
1021
1022
1023
1024
1025
1026
1027
1028
1029
1030
1031
1032
1033
1034
1035
1036
1037
1038
1039
1040
1041
1042
1043
1044

Florida Senate - 2014 SB 778

39-00192A-14 2014778
activities; regulation.—

(3) (a) To be eligible to participate in interscholastic
extracurricular student activities, a student must:

1. Maintain a grade point average of 2.0 or above on a 4.0
scale, or its equivalent, in the previous semester or a
cumulative grade point average of 2.0 or above on a 4.0 scale,
or its equivalent, in the courses required by s. 1003.428 er—s—
F063-429.

2. Execute and fulfill the requirements of an academic
performance contract between the student, the district school
board, the appropriate governing association, and the student’s
parents, if the student’s cumulative grade point average falls

below 2.0, or its equivalent, on a 4.0 scale in the courses

required by s. 1003.428 er—s+—30683-429. At a minimum, the
contract must require that the student attend summer school, or
its graded equivalent, between grades 9 and 10 or grades 10 and
11, as necessary.

3. Have a cumulative grade point average of 2.0 or above on

a 4.0 scale, or its equivalent, in the courses required by s.

1003.428 er—s+—30863-429 during his or her junior or senior year.
4., Maintain satisfactory conduct, including adherence to

appropriate dress and other standards for intervention under s.

1006 07 oA~ a £ ot At A A~ AT 2 Ao o Ao~y 2 o
. oo o— O —o Tt oGt T Ot o C Tt pPpoTrrCrCo Ot St oCo——=—1—S—~

31066-072)y. If a student is convicted of, or is found to have

committed, a felony or a delinquent act that would have been a
felony if committed by an adult, regardless of whether
adjudication is withheld, the student’s participation in
interscholastic extracurricular activities is contingent upon

established and published district school board policy.
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1045 Section 11. This act shall take effect July 1, 2014.
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