F L ORTIDA H O U S E O F R EPRESENTATI V E S

HB 1121 2015
1 A bill to be entitled
2 An act relating to assessments and accountability;
3 providing legislative intent; amending s. 1003.41,
4 F.S.; deleting the Next Generation Sunshine State
5 Standards and replacing them with district-selected
6 English Language Arts and mathematics standards;
7 requiring the Commissioner of Education to develop and
8 maintain a proposed list of certain English Language
9 Arts and mathematics standards; providing standards
10 that must be included on the list; requiring each
11 district school board to select and implement a set of
12 standards from among those on the list; providing for
13 review and revision of the list; prohibiting the
14 Department of Education or a district school board
15 from entering into certain agreements that cede or
16 limit state or district autonomy over academic content
17 standards and corresponding assessments; requiring the
18 department or district school board to amend or
19 terminate certain agreements; limiting rulemaking;
20 amending s. 1003.42, F.S.; revising required public K-
21 12 educational instruction; providing that parents
22 must give written consent for students to participate
23 in certain instruction; amending s. 1008.22, F.S.;
24 revising the student assessment program for public
25 schools; deleting the requirement for national and
26 international comparison of certain assessments;
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277 deleting the requirement for statewide, standardized
28 assessments; requiring the commissioner to develop and
29 maintain a list of assessments from which a district
30 school board must select; requiring the commissioner
31 to determine percentile rankings from the listed
32 assessments to correspond to achievement levels;
33 requiring students in certain grades to take
34 assessments on specific subjects; providing for the
35 scheduling, administration, analysis, and reporting of
36 assessment results; providing that certain assessments
37 shall be administered at the discretion of the school
38 district; exempting certain students from
39 participation in the assessment program; providing
40 that student data must be aggregated, anonymized, and
41 de-identified for certain purposes; requiring the
42 commissioner to terminate a contract; limiting
43 rulemaking; amending s. 1008.34, F.S.; revising
44 definitions; providing an exception for schools to
45 assess a certain percentage of the school population;
46 revising the criteria and calculation for school
477 grades; revising the requirements of school and
48 district report cards; providing an effective date.
49
50 Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
51
52 Section 1. Legislative intent.—It is the intent of the
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53 Legislature to:

54 (1) Empower Florida's stakeholders in education.

55 (2) Reclaim the state's educational sovereignty under the

56 United States Constitution and the State Constitution for the

57| Legislature, the duly elected district school boards, and the

58 citizens of the state.

59 (3) Allow teachers to spend more time helping their

60| students thrive according to their knowledge and skills.

61 (4) Limit testing and allow students to reclaim classroom

62 instruction time in order to have a broad-based academic

63| education that will enable them to choose their own paths and to

64| preserve our republic.

65 (5) Reaffirm inherent parental rights to raise and educate

66| their children and unleash the creative potential of the

o7 children of the state.

68 Section 2. Section 1003.41, Florida Statutes, 1s amended
69 to read:

70 1003.41 District-selected standards NextGeneration

71 Sunshine—State Standards.—

72 (1) (a) The Commissioner of Education shall develop and

73 maintain a list of English Language Arts and mathematics

74 standards from the best available standards in place before

75 January 1, 2009. The list of standards must include:

76 1. English Language Arts standards from California,

77 Florida, Indiana, Massachusetts, and Texas.

78 2. Mathematics standards from California, Florida,
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79 Indiana, Massachusetts, and Minnesota.

80 (b) FEach district school board, after a broad, transparent

81| discussion and comment period with parents, teachers, and other

82 stakeholders, must select and implement a set of English

83 Language Arts and mathematics standards from among those on the

84 list provided by the commissioner pursuant to paragraph (a).

85 (2) The Commissioner of Education, with input from

86| parents, teachers, and other stakeholders, shall review,

87| develop, and submit to the Legislature for review and approval

88| proposed revisions to the list of English Language Arts and

89| mathematics standards. Any proposed revisions must be

90 implemented in rules in conjunction with the adoption of new

91 instructional materials.

92 (3) (a) The Department of Education or a district school

93| board may not enter into any agreement, memorandum of

94 understanding, or contract with a federal agency or private

95 entity that cedes or limits the state's or school district's

96 control over the development, adoption, or revision of academic

97 content standards or corresponding assessments, including, but

98 not limited to, agreements, memoranda, or contracts for funding

99| public schools and programs.

100 (b) If the department or a district school board entered

101 into an agreement, memorandum, or contract before the effective

102 date of this section, and such agreement, memorandum, Or

103 contract would be prohibited under paragraph (a) if entered into

104 on or after the effective date of this section, the department
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185| The state board must remove an English Language Arts or

186| mathematics & middle grades course in the Course Code Directory

187 that does not fully integrate all appropriate curricular content

188 required by s. 1003.41 and may approve a new English Language

189| Arts or mathematics course only if it meets the required

190 curricular content.

191 (2) Members of the instructional staff of the public
192 school s—=sabiect—+te—theroles—eof the State Boordof Fduecation
193] and—+thedistriet—schoolboard; shall use teacheffiecientlyand

194| faithfullyr—using—Ethe books and materials required that meet the

195| highest standards for professionalism and historic accuracy, the

196| district school board's standards regarding the prohibition of

197 sexually explicit content, and the criteria established in s.

198 1006.34(2) (b) .+—Ffeldeowingthe preseribedecovrses—of studyr—and
199| empltovying—approved—metheods—ef Instruction must include;—the
200| feoltewing:

201 (a) The history and content of the Declaration of

202 Independence, including national and state sovereignty, natural
203 law, self-evident truth, equality of all persons, limited

204 government, popular sovereignty, and inalienable rights of life,
205 liberty, and property, and how they form the philosophical

206 foundation of our government.

207 (b) The history, meaning, significance, and effect of the

208| provisions of the Constitution of the United States and
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209 amendments thereto, with emphasis on each of the 10 amendments
210 that make up the Bill of Rights and how the constitution

211| provides the structure of our government.

212 (c) The arguments in support of adopting our republican
213 form of government, as they are embodied in the most important
214 of the Federalist Papers.

215 (d) Flag education, including proper flag display and flag
216 salute.

217 (e) The elements of civil government, including the

218| primary functions of and interrelationships between the Federal
219 Government, the state, and its counties, municipalities, school
220| districts, and special districts.

221 (f) The history of the United States, including the period
222 of discovery, early colonies, the War for Independence, the

223 Civil War, the expansion of the United States to its present

224 boundaries, the world wars, and the civil rights movement to the
225| present. American history shall be viewed as factual, not as

226 constructed, shall be viewed as knowable, teachable, and

227 testable, and shall be defined as the creation of a new nation
228| based largely on the universal principles stated in the

229 Declaration of Independence.

230 (g) The history of the Holocaust (1933-1945), the

231 systematic, planned annihilation of European Jews and other

232| groups by Nazi Germany, a watershed event in the history of

233 humanity, to be taught in a manner that leads to an

234 investigation of human behavior, an understanding of the
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235 ramifications of prejudice, racism, and stereotyping, and an
236| examination of what it means to be a responsible and respectful
237| person, for the purposes of encouraging tolerance of diversity
238 in a pluralistic society and for nurturing and protecting

239| democratic values and institutions.

240 (h) The history of African Americans, including the

241| history of African peoples before the political conflicts that
242 led to the development of slavery, the passage to America, the
243 enslavement experience, abolition, and the contributions of
2441 African Americans to society. Instructional materials shall
245 include the contributions of African Americans to American

246| society.

247 (i) The elementary principles of agriculture, including

248| 1its importance to food security in the United States and its

249 impact on the state's economy.

250 (J) The true effects of all alcoholic and intoxicating
251 liquors and beverages and narcotics upon the human body and

252 mind.

253 (k) Kindness to animals.

254 (1) The history of the state.

255 (m) The conservation and stewardship of natural resources.
256 (n) Comprehensive health education that addresses concepts

257 of community health; consumer health; environmental health;
258 family life, including an awareness of the benefits of sexual
259 abstinence as the expected standard and the consequences of

260 teenage pregnancy; mental and emotional health; injury
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261| prevention and safety; Internet safety; nutrition; personal

262 health; prevention and control of disease; and substance use and
263| abuse. The health education curriculum for students in grades 7
264| through 12 shall include a teen dating violence and abuse

265 component that includes, but is not limited to, the definition
266| of dating violence and abuse, the warning signs of dating

267| wviolence and abusive behavior, the characteristics of healthy
268 relationships, measures to prevent and stop dating violence and
269| abuse, and community resources available to victims of dating
270| wviolence and abuse.

271 (0) Such additional materials, subjects, courses, or

272 fields in such grades as are prescribed by law er—by—rutes—of
273 +he——State PReard—efEdueatien and the district school board in
274 fulfilling the requirements of law.

275 (p) The study of Hispanic contributions to the United
276 States.

277 (q) The study of women's contributions to the United

278 States.

279 (r) The nature and importance of free enterprise to the
280 United States economy.

281 (s) A character-development program in the elementary
282 schools, similar to Character First or Character Counts, which
283 is secular in nature. Beginning in school year 2004-2005, the
284 character-development program shall be required in kindergarten
285 through grade 12. Each district school board shall develop or

286 adopt a curriculum for the character-development program that
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287 | shett—be submitted teo—the department—for approvat. The

288 character-development curriculum shall stress the qualities of
289| patriotism; responsibility; citizenship; kindness; respect for
290 authority, life, liberty, and personal property; honesty;

291 charity; self-control; racial, ethnic, and religious tolerance;
292 and cooperation.

293 (t) In order to encourage patriotism, the sacrifices that
294| veterans have made in serving our country and protecting

295| democratic values worldwide. Such instruction must occur on or

296| before Veterans' Day and Memorial Day. Members of the

297 instructional staff must are—enceouvraged—+te use the assistance of

298 local veterans when practicable.
299
3001 Each school district FheState Beoardeof Fdueatien is encouraged

301 to adopt standards and pursue assessment of the requirements of

302 this subsection.

303 (3) A parent must give written consent for his or her
304 child to participate in Any—student—whose parentmakes—written
305| reeuest—to—the sechool prineipal —shall beexempted—Ffrom the

306| teaching of family definition, family values, reproductive

307| methods, health, or sexually transmitted diseases any—disease,

308 including HIV/AIDS, and their its symptoms, development, and

309 treatments treatment. A student se exempted may not be penalized
310| by reason of that exemption. Course descriptions for

311 comprehensive health education shall not interfere with the

312 local determination of age-appropriate apprepriate curriculum
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313| which reflects local values and concerns.

314 Section 4. Section 1008.22, Florida Statutes, i1s amended
315 to read:

316 1008.22 Student assessment program for public schools.—
317 (1) PURPOSE.—The primary purpose of the student assessment
318| program is to provide student academic achievement and learning
319 gains data to students, parents, teachers, school

320 administrators, and school district staff. This data is to be
321| wused by districts to improve instruction; by students, parents,
322 and teachers to guide learning objectives; by education

323 researchers to assess state, national, and international

324| education comparison data; and by the public to assess the cost

325| Dbenefit of the expenditure of taxpayer dollars. Before student

326| data may be used for education research, parental consent must

327 be given and the student data must be anonymized, de-identified,

328 and aggregated. The program must be designed to:

329 (a) Assess the achievement level and annual learning gains
330 of each student in English Language Arts and mathematics and—the
331| aehievement—tevelin—allother subjeets—assessed.

332 (b) Provide data for making decisions regarding school

333 accountability, recognition, and improvement of operations and
334| management, including schools operating for the purpose of

335| providing educational services to youth in Department of

336| Juvenile Justice programs.

337 (~) TAan+ 1 £<; + 1 Air ot g Ao atr v ~th o S A A aa ESS
<7 TOCTTrc Tty tit SoCotrrOaor S e Cg TS ottt 1t o O
338 ataad At o A oA A~ £ ot At o 4+ 12N nNroma+ A+ +h
S tcoOCTrcs ottt citC— T CatTriiC oS O S cuatCcs oo —pPprromocCa—Cco—tic
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365 level. The assessments are to be administered with paper and

366| pencil.

367 (b) The Commissioner of Education shall develop and

368 maintain a list of pre-2009, national norm-referenced

369 assessments from which each district school board must choose.

370 District school boards shall have discretion regarding the use,

371 development, and implementation of end-of-course assessments and

372 additional assessments designr—andimplement o statewider
373 Standardizedassessrent orogram atigned—to—the core—ecurricutar

374 ot ni atr-hl 2 ok = 1 + 1 NL + Can ot g
COomTrcCrrTc—C o oot oSO T crrC— X T otCICTraoc Ot

375| Standards. The commissioner atse must also devetep—or select and

376 implement a common battery of assessment tools from the list of

377 national norm-referenced assessments that will be used in all

378| Jjuvenile justice education programs in the state. These tools

379| must accurately measure the district-selected English Language

380| Arts and mathematics standards pursuant to ss. 1003.41 and

381 1003.42 eere—ecurricultar—content—established in+the Nesxt
382| Generation—Sunshine StateStandards. Participation in the

383| district-selected, national norm-referenced assessment program

384| 1s mandatory for all school districts. anma All students

385 attending public schools, including adult students seeking a
386 standard high school diploma under s. 1003.4282 and students in
387 Department of Juvenile Justice education programs, except as

388 otherwise provided by law, are expected to participate. However,

389 a student is not required to participate in the assessment

390| program if the student:
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495 for whom the individual education plan (IEP) team determines

496 that the district-selected, national norm-referenced statewide,

497| standardized assessments under this section cannot accurately
498 measure the student's abilities, taking into consideration all
499 allowable accommodations, shall have assessment results waived
500 for the purpose of receiving a course grade and a standard high
501| school diploma. Such waiver shall be designated on the student's
502 transcript. The statement of waiver shall be limited to a

503 statement that performance on an assessment was waived for the
504| purpose of receiving a course grade or a standard high school
505| diploma, as applicable.

506 3. The State Board of Education shall adopt rules, based
507| wupon recommendations of the commissioner, for the provision of
508 assessment accommodations for students with disabilities. A

509| district may not administer assessments to amd—Ffer students who

510 have limited English proficiency.

511 a Nooammaadt 2 Arne +h o4 Ao+ +h zal 3 A3 +x7 £ o o
. oMot trots—citat ntCgaoce—citC—var=tOrcy oo S

512| standardized—assessment—are netallewed—<during—+the
513 admintstrationof the assessment—However, Instructional

514 accommodations are allowed in the classroom if identified in a
515 student's IEP. Students using instructional accommodations in
516 the classroom that are not allowed on a district-selected,

517 national norm-referenced statewide—sStandardized assessment may

518 have assessment results waived if the IEP team determines that
519 the assessment cannot accurately measure the student's

520 abilities.
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549 Mathematies—assessments—ineluding—the Altgebra T and—GCeometry
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551

552

553

554

555

556 7 7 Ty Y

557 capaetty—teo—faeilitate school districet—ecompliance—with +the
H58| reguirement—that assesswments—be adrinisteredontiner

559 (d)+e> Assessment scores and achievement levels.—District-
560 selected, national norm-referenced

561 1 — A1t statewidestandarsdized 500 assessments and
562| Regding;—Writing,—and—Seienece assessments shall use scaled

563 scores and achievement levels. Achievement levels shall range
564 from 1 through 5, with level 1 being the lowest achievement

565 level, level 5 being the highest achievement level, and level 3
566 indicating satisfactory performance on an assessment. The

567| Commissioner of Education shall determine percentile scores that

568 correspond to each of the five achievement levels for each of

569 the national norm-referenced assessments from which a district

570 school board must choose. Ferpurposes—eofthe statewides

571| stondardizedWriting assessment;——studentachievement—shall—be

572 A 1oy o o]
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599 Commissioner of Education shall establish schedules for the

600 administration of the district-selected, national norm-

601 referenced assessments and the reporting of student assessment
602| results. The commissioner shall consider the observance of

603| religious and school holidays when developing the schedule. By
604| August 1 of each year, the commissioner shall notify each school
605| district in writing and publish on the department's website the
606| assessment and reporting schedules for, at a minimum, the school
607 year following the upcoming school year. The assessment and

608| reporting schedules must provide the earliest possible reporting
609| of student assessment results to the school districts.

610 Assessment results for the district-selected, national norm-

611| referenced statewide;——standardized Reading assessments;—er—upon
612 dmwptementatieon—the A aSsessments—and Mathematics asSessmentsy
613| dnretuding—the FEOC—assessments—inAtgebra—TandGeometry; must be
614| made available no later than the week of June 8. Fhe

615| administration—eof the statewide;——standardizedWriting assessment
616| and—theFloridaAlternateAssessmentmay be no—eartier—than—+the
617| week—ofMareh—+- School districts shall administer assessments

618 in accordance with the schedule established by the commissioner.
619 (f)4e> Prohibited activities.—A district school board

620 shall prohibit each public school from suspending a regular

621| program of curricula for purposes of administering practice

622 assessments or engaging in other assessment-preparation

623 activities for a district-selected, national norm-referenced

624 statewide;—standardized assessment. However, a district school
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625| board may authorize a public school to engage in the following

626 assessment-preparation activities:

627 1 Diatrralat 2~ + ot At o o oraan S omant la and
LT e JJ_LUL.,J__LMUL.,_LJ.J.\j ja o OO TTCTWO ULA.J.I.I.LJ_L OO OO T T L WAWAW S W) (@R EAw

628| arswer—tkevyspubltished by the Pepartment—of Fdueation-

629 1.2 Providing voluntary individualized instruction in

630| assessment-taking strategies, without suspending the school's
631 regular program of curricula, for a student who scores Level 1
632 or Level 2 on the & prior year's administration of an

633 assessment.

634 2.3~ Providing voluntary individualized instruction in the
635| content knowledge and skills assessed, without suspending the
636 school's regular program of curricula, for a student who scores
637 Level 1 or Level 2 on the & prior year's administration of an
638 assessment or a student who, through a diagnostic assessment

639| administered by the school district, is identified as having a

640| deficiency in the content knowledge and skills assessed.

643 noeocAaaaarsz + Foarm=2 74 s At ANt oo+ L NN -2 n £ + 1
Llcpcoou.l__y jawy [ S € I ) Y A N S Sy € R S S AT Y o C O TTTICOS W LT CTIT T \J_L\jull_LLauL__Lull A\ T
644 assessment;—theformat of assessment iEems;——and—the assessment
645 A3 ra~t nea r +h ot oo +hoarrra o Nnoa~s~aaawrsz £ szl 1A SnA
|\ A i E, Wl W U S N i W) A\ = CTITTOCT (@ g s OCITCOC ITTW IO O llC\.»CQQQL.L_Y [ S T AL &= s =y w § [E¥yaw
646 rol1 K1 PN PN IR N AP SN T r\ £ + 1 N~ oM+ EWEN PN S S NEVS _ ~NE I~ S 2 i | o
[ S NI S Sy @) I N S ) [ SA\ B 1 1 R E R R NS U Sy @ i) USI S W R O T oo oo olTTIT Ty & e [y O 1T CTIT =TT [ SN © S wey )
647 A~ A~AA Ny (QESIN S P £ A~ 1 PN L I~ S 2N NPV B i B R -NE: N 2 ]
(/L\AUtJL,C\A J\J_Y CTIT [y @ iy [ECAWL® W Epw § O OO CTC T CITUTT W ITCTT Qt./ |\ Ep S - - T
648 + N P P TP 2
Ay CIT 1O tJ()._L().\j_L().tJLJ..
649 (g)-r Contracts for assessments.—The commissioner shall

650| provide for the pre-2009, national norm-referenced assessments
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677 program. Assessment results must be reported to the commissioner

678 and the district school superintendent. Assessment data reported

679| to the commissioner must be aggregated, anonymized, and de-

680 identified. The district school board shall determine a policy

681 for the release of student performance data to other appropriate

682| district personnel. All—distriet—schoolboards—shall—report
683 assesswestresultts as regquired—boy—the stote monagement
684 | infermatieon—systems Performance data shall be analyzed and

685 reported to parents, the community, and the state. Performance

686| data reported to the community and the state shall be

687 aggregated, anonymized, and de-identified. Student performance

688| data shall be used by districts in determining student academic

689| achievement in—develeopingobjectives—for+the school improvement
690| plapr—evaluating iastruoetional personnel and administrative

691| persemmet, assigning staff, allocating resources, acquiring

692 instructional materials and technology, implementing

693| performance—basedbudgetings and as one factor in promoting and

694 assigning students to educational programs. The analysis of

695 student performance data must also identify strengths and needs

696 in the educational program and trends over time. The analysis

697| must be used in eenjuretieon—with the budgetary planning

698| proecesses—devetlopedpursuant—+tes—31008- 385 and+the development
699| of remediation programs.
700 (4) 45> REQUIRED ANALYSES.—The commissioner shall provide,

701 at a minimum, statewider standardized assessment data analysis

702 showing aggregated, anonymized, and de-identified student
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781 the provisions of this subsection.

782 (a) Definition of child with medical complexity.—A child
783| with a medical complexity means a child who, based upon medical
784| documentation from a physician licensed under chapter 458 or

785| chapter 459 is medically fragile and needs intensive care due to
786| a condition such as congenital or acquired multisystem disease;
787| has a severe neurological or cognitive disorder with marked

788 functional impairment; or is technology dependent for activities
789| of daily living; and lacks the capacity to take or perform on an
790 assessment.

791 (b) Exemption options.—If the parent consents in writing,
792 and the IEP team determines that the child should not be

793| assessed based upon medical documentation that the child meets
794 the definition of a child with medical complexity, then the

795 parent may choose one of the following three assessment

796| exemption options.

797 1. One-year exemption approved by the district school

798 superintendent. If the superintendent is provided written

799| documentation of parental consent and appropriate medical

800 documentation to support the IEP team's determination that the
801 child is a child with medical complexity, then the

802 superintendent may approve a l-year ere—year exemption from all
803 statewide—Standardized assessments—inetuvding—theFAA. The

804 superintendent shall report annually to the district school

805 board and—the Commissioner of Edueatieon the number of students

806| who are identified as a child with medical complexity who are
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807 not participating in the assessment program.
808 2. One- to three-year exemption approved by the district
809| school superintendent Cemmissionerof FEdueation. If the

810 superintendent eemmissiener is provided written documentation of

811| parental consent,—district—school—superintendent—approvat; the
812 IEP team's determination that the child is a child with medical

813| complexity based upon appropriate medical documentation,+ and

814 all medical documentation, then the superintendent eemmissioner

815| may exempt the child from all statewide;—standardized

816| assessments—inetuvding—theFAA+ for up to 3 years. The State

817| Board of Education shall adopt rules to administer this

818 subparagraph which must expedite the process by which exemptions
819 are reviewed and approved and which demonstrate the utmost

820 compassion and consideration for meeting the parent's and

821 child's needs.

822 3. Permanent exemption approved by the district school

823 superintendent Commissiener—eofFEdueatien. If the superintendent

824| eeommissiermer 1s provided written documentation of parental

825| consent, —district—school——superintendent—opprovatl—ofa permaneh
826| exemptien; the IEP team's determination that the child is a

827 child with medical complexity based upon appropriate medical
828 documentation and that a permanent exemption is appropriate,+

829 and all medical documentation, then the superintendent

830| <cemmissiener may approve a permanent exemption from all

831 statewide;—standardized assessmentssy

n
T

relgding—the—FAA. The

H-

832 State Board of Education shall adopt rules to administer this
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859 HF—Any—pltaon—-eor intent—to-establish or implementhnew
860 statewide;—standardizedassessments+
861 (7)43+1> RULES.—The State Board of Education shall adopt

862| rules to implement this section; however, the rules may not

863| undermine the authority of district school boards.

864 Section 5. Section 1008.34, Florida Statutes, 1s amended
865 to read:

866 1008.34 School grading system; school report cards;

867| district grade.—

868 (1) DEFINITIONS.—For purposes of the statewides

869| standardized assessment program and school grading system, the
870| following terms are defined:

871 (a) "Achievement level," "student achievement," or

872 "achievement" describes the level of content mastery a student
873| has acquired in a particular subject as measured by the

874 district-selected, national norm-referenced a—statewide;,

875| standardized assessment administered pursuant to s.

876 1008.2243+a)r—ane—). There are five achievement levels. Level
877 1 is the lowest achievement level, level 5 is the highest

878 achievement level, and level 3 indicates satisfactory

879| performance. A student passes an assessment if the student

880 achieves a level 3, level 4, or level 5. The Commissioner of

881 Education shall determine percentile scores that correspond to

882 each of the five achievement levels for each of the national

883 norm-referenced assessments from which a district school board

884 must choose pursuant to s. 1008.22. Ferpurpeses—of the Florida
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(b)

section.

(c)

on district-selected,

"Learning Gains,"
learning gains" means the degree of student learning growth
occurring from one school year to the next as required by state

board rule for purposes of calculating school grades under this

"Student performance,"
or "academic performance" includes,
student learning growth,

national norm-referenced statewide,

"annual learning gains," or "student

"student academic performance,"
but is not limited to,

achievement levels, and Learning Gains

(2)
the following grades,

Board of Education:

(a) "A," schools
(b) "B," schools
(c) "C," schools
(d) "D," schools
(e) "F," schools

Fach school that earns

letter grades may have

standardized assessments administered pursuant to s.
SCHOOL GRADES.—Schools shall be graded using one of

defined according to rules of the State

1008.22.

making
making
making

making

excellent progress.
above average progress.
satisfactory progress.

less than satisfactory progress.

the school's total budget generated from the FEFP,

failing to make adequate progress.

a grade of "A" or improves at least two
greater authority over the allocation of

state

Page 35 of 46

CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions.

hb1121-00



F L ORTIDA H O U S E O F R EPRESENTATI V E S

HB 1121 2015

911 categoricals, lottery funds, grants, and local funds.

912 (3) DESIGNATION OF SCHOOL GRADES.—

913 (a) Each school must assess at least 95 percent of its
914| eligible students, except as provided under s. 1008.341 for
915 alternative schools and under s. 1008.22(2) (b) for all other

916 schools. Each school shall receive a school grade based on the
917 school's performance on the components listed in subparagraphs
918 (b)1. and 2. If a school does not have at least 10 students with
919 complete data for one or more of the components listed in

920 subparagraphs (b)1l. and 2., those components may not be used in
921 calculating the school's grade.

922 1. An alternative school may choose to receive a school
923| grade under this section or a school improvement rating under s.
924 1008.341. For charter schools that meet the definition of an

925 alternative school pursuant to State Board of Education rule,
926 the decision to receive a school grade is the decision of the
927 charter school governing board.

928 2. A school that serves any combination of students in

929 kindergarten through grade 3 that does not receive a school

930 grade because its students are not tested and included in the
931 school grading system shall receive the school grade designation
932 of a K-3 feeder pattern school identified by the Department of
933| Education and verified by the school district. A school feeder
934| pattern exists if at least 60 percent of the students in the

935 school serving a combination of students in kindergarten through

936| grade 3 are scheduled to be assigned to the graded school.
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3. If a collocated school does not earn a school grade or
school improvement rating for the performance of its students,
the student performance data of all schools operating at the
same facility must be aggregated to develop a school grade that
will be assigned to all schools at that location. A collocated
school is a school that has its own unique master school
identification number, provides for the education of each of its
enrolled students, and operates at the same facility as another
school that has its own unique master school identification
number and provides for the education of each of its enrolled
students.

(b)1l. Beginning with the 2015-2016 2644-2045 school year,
a school's grade shall be based on the following components,
which shall cumulatively equal one-half of the total school
grade each—worth—3100—poeints:

a. The percentage of eligible students passing the

district-selected, national norm-referenced statewide,

standardized assessments in English Language Arts under s.
1008.22(2) +668-223).

b. The percentage of eligible students passing the
district-selected, national norm-referenced statewide,
standardized assessments in mathematics under s. 1008.22(2)
3668223}

H
b

o
e

HO)
B
)

[0F
H
B

MO
B
)
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963 standardizedassessments—in socetatstudies—vunder s+—31008 223+
964 c.e+ The percentage of eligible students who make Learning
965| Gains in English Language Arts as measured by the district-

966 selected, national norm-referenced statewide,—standardized

967 assessments administered under s. 1008.22(2) +008-2243).

968 d.#£~ The percentage of eligible students who make Learning

969 Gains in mathematics as measured by the district-selected,

970 national norm-referenced statewide,—standardized assessments
971 administered under s. 1008.22(2) 1668-22(3).

972 e.g+ Beginning with the 2015-2016 school year, the

973| percentage of eligible students in grades 3 through 8 in the

974 lowest 25 percent in English Language Arts, as identified by

975| prior year performance on district-selected, national norm-

976 referenced statewide;—standardized assessments, who make

977 Learning Gains in English Language Arts as measured by the

978 district-selected, national norm-referenced statewide,

979| standardized Faglish TanguageArts assessments administered
980| wunder s. 1008.22(2) 36868-22(3).
981 f.h+ Beginning with the 2015-2016 school year, the

982| percentage of eligible students in grades 3 through 8 in the

983 lowest 25 percent in mathematics, as identified by prior year
984 performance on district-selected, national norm-referenced

985| stotewide;——standardized assessments, who make Learning Gains in

986| mathematics as measured by the district-selected, national norm-

987 referenced statewide,—standardized -mathematies assessments

988 administered under s. 1008.22(2) 3668-22(3).
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996 In calculating Learning Gains for the components listed in sub-
997 subparagraphs c.-f. e+—h+, the State Board of Education shall
998 require that learning growth toward achievement levels 3, 4, and
999 5 is demonstrated by students who scored below each of those
1000| 1levels in the prior year. In calculating the components in sub-
1001 subparagraphs a. and b. a-——d+, the state board shall include the
1002| performance of English language learners only if they have been
1003 enrolled in a school in the United States for more than 2 years.
1004 2. For a school comprised of grades 9, 10, 11, and 12, or
1005 grades 10, 11, and 12, the school's grade shall also be based on

1006 the following components, which, cumulatively, and with all

1007 factors being equally weighted, shall account for one-half of

1008 the school's grade eaeh—worth 100points:

1009 a. The 4-year high school graduation rate of the school as
1010 defined by state board rule.

1011 b. The percentage of students who were eligible to earn
1012 college and career credit through College Board Advanced

1013 Placement examinations, International Baccalaureate

1014 examinations, dual enrollment courses, or Advanced International
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1015 Certificate of Education examinations; or who, at any time

1016| during high school, earned national industry certification

1017 identified in the Industry Certification Funding List, pursuant
1018 to rules adopted by the state board. Data from industry

1019| certification examinations must not require any curriculum,

1020 instruction, or employment-related activity that obligates a

1021 student to involuntarily select a career, career interest,

1022| employment goal, or related job training that results in career

1023| tracking, as defined in s. 1003.41.

1024 C. Teacher turnover rates.

1025 d. The percentage of teachers using an authentic portfolio

1026 assessment.

1027 e. The number of enrichment classes offered at the school.

1028 f. The number of extracurricular activities offered at the

1029 school.

1030 3. For a school comprised of kindergarten and grades 1, 2,

1031 3, 4, and 5 or grades 6, 7, and 8, the school's grade shall also

1032 be based on the following components, which, cumulatively, with

1033 all factors being equally weighted, shall account for one-half

1034 of the school's grade:

1035 a. Teacher and student attendance rates.
1036 b. Teacher turnover rates.
1037 c. The percentage of teachers using an authentic portfolio

1038 assessment.

1039 d. The number of enrichment classes offered at the school.
1040 e. The number of extracurricular activities offered at the
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1041 school.
1042 (c)1. The calculation of a school grade shall be based on

1043| the perecentageof points—earnedfrom+the components listed in
1044 subparagraphs (b)1l. and 2. subparagraph {tbrt—and—3iF

1045| opprticable;——subparagraph—b)r2+= The State Board of Education
1046 shall adopt in rule a school grading scale that sets the

1047| percentage of points needed to earn each of the school grades
1048 listed in subsection (2). There shall be at least five

1049| percentage points separating the percentage thresholds needed to
1050 earn each of the school grades. The state board shall

1051| periodically review the school grading scale to determine if the
1052 scale should be adjusted upward to meet raised expectations and
1053| encourage increased student performance. If the state board

1054 adjusts the grading scale upward, the state board must inform
1055| the public and the school districts of the reasons for and

1056| degree of the adjustment and its anticipated impact on school
1057 grades.

1058 2. The calculation of school grades may not include any
1059| provision that would raise or lower the school's grade beyond
1060 the percentage of points earned. Extra weight may not be added
1061 in the calculation of any components.

1062 (d) The performance of students attending alternative

1063 schools and students designated as hospital or homebound shall
1064| Dbe factored into a school grade as follows:

1065 1. The student performance data for eligible students

1066| attending alternative schools that provide dropout prevention
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and academic intervention services pursuant to s. 1003.53 shall
be included in the calculation of the home school's grade. The
term "eligible students" in this subparagraph does not include
students attending an alternative school who are subject to
district school board policies for expulsion for repeated or
serious offenses, who are in dropout retrieval programs serving
students who have officially been designated as dropouts, or who
are in programs operated or contracted by the Department of
Juvenile Justice. As used in this subparagraph and s. 1008.341,
the term "home school" means the school to which the student
would be assigned if the student were not assigned to an
alternative school. If an alternative school chooses to be
graded under this section, student performance data for eligible
students identified in this subparagraph shall not be included

in the home school's grade but shall be included only in the

calculation of the alternative school's grade. A—seheootldistriet

+hoat+ £o-11ao + Saar e oot e A ot an Ao Ada oA Al £ ra

CIigoc rtar Lt o CcoO ooyl StcatcowIOC; StanttarOr 2t S~ 0o~ Courst
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SO0 T Ot ctnC—ar ettt ve— SO0ttt e CCTTve o o gTratC—SitaT =T
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= 1
CTriooT

N £ o~
TTotCax

Hh

£+
[ S N

=
[0F

oF +orida—=S =i
yea¥r— School districts must require collaboration between the
home school and the alternative school in order to promote
student success. This collaboration must include an annual
discussion between the principal of the alternative school and
the principal of each student's home school concerning the most

appropriate school assignment of the student.
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1093 2. Student performance data for students designated as
1094 hospital or homebound shall be assigned to their home school for
1095| the purposes of school grades. As used in this subparagraph, the
1096| term "home school”™ means the school to which a student would be
1097 assigned if the student were not assigned to a hospital or

1098| homebound program.

1099 (4) SCHOOL REPORT CARD.—The Department of Education shall
1100| annually develop, in collaboration with the school districts, a
1101 school report card to be provided by the school district to

1102| parents within the district. The report card shall include the

1103 school's grade; student performance in English Language Arts and

1104| + mathematics+—seience;r—andseeciat—studies; information

1105| regarding school improvement; asn—expltanation—eofsechoot

1106

1107 EdueatieonAet—(ESEA)+—20H-S5-EC-—s5+—630d—~et—Seg-+ and indicators

1108 of return on investment. Each school's report card shall be

1109| published annually by the department on its website based upon
1110 the most recent data available.

1111 (5) DISTRICT GRADE.—Beginning with the 2015-2016 26844-2045
1112 school year, a school district's grade shall include a district-
1113 level calculation of the components under paragraph (3) (b). This
1114 calculation methodology captures each eligible student in the
1115| district who may have transferred among schools within the

1116| district or is enrolled in a school that does not receive a

1117 grade. The department shall develop a district report card that

1118 includes the district grade; the information required under s.
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1171 apparent conflicts between any other legislation that has been

1172 or may be enacted during the 2015 Regular Session of the

1173| Legislature and the transfer of duties made by this act.

1174 Therefore, in the interim between this act becoming law and the

1175 2016 Regular Session of the Legislature or an earlier special

1176 session addressing this issue, the Division of Law Revision and

1177 Information shall provide the relevant substantive committees of

1178 the Senate and the House of Representatives with assistance,

1179 upon request, to enable such committees to prepare draft

1180| legislation to conform the Florida Statutes and any legislation

1181| enacted during 2015 to the provisions of this act.

1182 Section 7. This act shall take effect July 1, 2015.
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