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Florida Senate - 2015 SB 1194

By Senator Joyner

19-01371A-15 20151194
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to overseas absentee ballots; amending
s. 101.697, F.S.; requiring the Department of State to
develop instructions and procedures for the electronic
submission of voted absentee ballots from overseas
voters; requiring the department, in consultation with
supervisors of elections, to develop security
measures; prescribing requirements for such security
measures; requiring the department to perform an
annual security assessment; providing an effective

date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 101.697, Florida Statutes, is amended to
read:
101.697 Electronic transmission of election materials.—The

Department of State shall determine—whether seecureelectronie

meana oo W a1l 1 ah A £ AT rzam~ W T T Ao £ A “zaraona o
Mot s Cotir Ot C ot ot o Tt v IO Ot s oot OveELTSCaS
otora T£ i~ ity dx7 Ao at+r a1l 2 ah A +h doarnagrt+man+
vOoTCT S T oottt oCttourroy Cair ot C o taooTSacty (SEEAEAS AS Y S4S = my S 1A ¥ 1 S

shatt adopt rules to authorize a supervisor of elections to

accept from an overseas voter, including uniformed and civilian

overseas absentee voters, a request for an absentee ballot or a

voted absentee ballot by secure facsimile machine transmission
or other secure electronic means. The rules must provide that in
order to accept a voted ballot, the verification of the voter
must be established, the security of the transmission must be
established, and each ballot received must be recorded. The

department shall provide instructions, procedures, and services
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for the secure return of voted absentee ballots by electronic

means under this section. The department shall, in consultation

with supervisors of elections, develop security measures to

ensure the accuracy and integrity of absentee voting by

electronic means and to reasonably secure the transmission,

processing, and storage of voter data from interception and

unauthorized access. The department shall perform an annual

security assessment after each election to evaluate the number

of or any discrepancy in the votes received electronically.

Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2015.
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