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LEGISLATIVE ACTION

Senate . House

Floor: WD/2R
04/08/2015 05:52 PM

Senator Stargel moved the following:
Senate Amendment (with directory and title amendments)
Between lines 516 and 517

insert:

(19) (a) A private child-placing agency is not required to

perform, assist in, recommend, consent to, or participate in the

placement of a child or to facilitate the licensure of a family

foster home when the proposed placement or licensure would

violate the agency’s written religious or moral convictions or

policies.

(b) The department may not deny an application for, deny
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the renewal of, or revoke the license of a private child-placing

agency, or the license of a family foster home or residential

child-caring agency affiliated with a private child-placing

agency, because of the refusal of the private child-placing

agency to perform, assist in, recommend, consent to, or

participate in the placement of a child or to facilitate the

licensure of a family foster home which violates the agency’s

written religious or moral convictions or policies.

(c) The state or a local government or community-based care

lead agency may not withhold a grant, contract, or participation

in a government program from a licensed private child-placing

agency, or from a family foster home or residential child-caring

agency affiliated with a private child-placing agency, because

of the refusal of the private child-placing agency to perform,

assist in, recommend, consent to, or participate in the

placement of a child or to facilitate the licensure of a family

foster home which violates the agency’s written religious or

moral convictions or policies.

(d) Refusal of a private child-placing agency to perform,

assist in, recommend, consent to, or participate in the

placement of a child or to facilitate the licensure of a family

foster home which violates the agency’s written religious or

moral convictions or policies does not provide the basis for a

claim for injunctive relief or compensatory or punitive damages

against such private child-placing agency or any operator,

owner, or personnel thereof.

====== DI RECTORY CLAUSE AMENDMENT ======

And the directory clause is amended as follows:
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Delete line 491
insert:

Section 8. Subsections (18) and (19) are added to section

.175,

============= T I TLE AMEDNDMEN T ================

the title is amended as follows:

Delete line 77

insert:

records containing specified information; providing
that a private child-placing agency is not required to
place a child or be involved in the placement of a
child or to facilitate the licensure of a foster home
which would violate the agency’s written religious or
moral convictions or policies; prohibiting the
Department of Children and Families from taking
actions related to licensure based on the agency’s
refusal to place a child or be involved in the
placement of a child or to facilitate the licensure of
a foster home which violates the agency’s written
religious or moral convictions or policies;
prohibiting certain entities from withholding grants,
contracts, or participation in government programs
from a private child-placing agency or affiliated
agencies or homes based on the agency’s refusal to
place a child or be involved in the placement of a
child or the licensure of a foster home which violates
the agency’s written religious or moral convictions or

policies; providing that such refusal does not provide
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the basis for a claim for injunctive relief or

compensatory or punitive damages; providing an
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