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HOUSE AMENDMENT

Bill No. HB 7137 (2015)
Amendment No.

CHAMBER ACTION

Senate House

Representative Diaz, M. offered the following:

Amendment (with title amendment)
Remove lines 70-332 and insert:

sehoots. Following completion of each operational audit

conducted pursuant to s. 1006.19, the Commissioner of Education

shall review the FHSAA's performance in governing

interscholastic athletic competition in compliance with this

part, including the guiding principles for student eligibility

for extracurricular activities. If, at any time, the FHSAA fails

to meet the provisions of this part seetien, the commissioner,

with the approval of the State Board of Education, shall

designate another & nonprofit association ergamizatiern to govern

interscholastic athletic competition in this state and serve as
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Bill No. HB 7137 (2015)
Amendment No.

Florida's voting member association of the National Federation

EoE AN I + RN
=TI COO A= = CTITC (.A.LJLJ

H=

of State High School Associations ath

T

+ | £
(= oL -

nal

dueatien. The FHSAA is not a state agency as
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defined in s. 120.52 but is—FheFHSAA shatl e subject to ss.
1006.15-1006.19. Any special event fees, sanctioning fees,

including third-party sanctioning fees, or contest receipts

collected annually by the FHSAA may not exceed its actual costs

to perform the function or duty that is the subject of or
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justification for the fee the provisieons—eof s

FHSAA shall offer spectators seeking admission to

interscholastic athletic competitions the option of purchasing a

single-day pass or a multiple-day pass that is at a cost below

that which one would pay on a per-event basis for the same
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number of contests. A—private—school—that—wishes—fteo—engage
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become—a—member—of—theFHSAA- Any high school in the state,
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including private schools, traditional public schools, charter

schools, virtual schools, and home education cooperatives, may
become a member of the FHSAA and participate in the activities
of the FHSAA. Hewevers Membership in the FHSAA is not mandatory
for any school. The FHSAA shall allow a school the option of

joining the association as a full-time member or on a per-sport

basis and may not prohibit or discourage any school from

simultaneously maintaining membership in the FHSAA and another

athletic association. The FHSAA may not deny or discourage

interscholastic athletic competition between its member schools
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and nonmember nmen-FHSAA—member—Flerida schools, including
members of another athletic association geverning—eorganizatien,

and may not take any retributory or discriminatory action

against any of its member schools that participate in
interscholastic athletic competition with nonmember amen-FHSAA
member—Fleorida schools. The FHSAA may not unreasonably withhold
its approval of an application to become an affiliate member of
the National Federation of State High School Associations

submitted by any other association erganizatien that governs

interscholastic athletic competition in this state which meets

the requirements of this section. The commissioner may identify

other associations that govern interscholastic athletic

competition in compliance with this section. Fhebylaws—ef—+the
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For the purposes of this section, "high school" includes grades
6 through 12.
(2) STUDENT ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS; RECRUITING ABORPTION

OF—BYEAWSy POLICIES; ELIGIBILITY DISPUTE RESOLUTION+—/©OR

GUIBEEENES.—The FHSAA shall:
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provided—by—statugter Establish eligibility requirements for all
students who participate in interscholastic khigh—seheet athletic

competition in its member schools. A Thebylraws—governing

depce—and—transfer shall allew—+the student i1s £e—be eligible
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Bill No. HB 7137 (2015)
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competes for a minimum of one classification cycle, in addition
to any other appropriate fine and sanction imposed on the
school, its coaches, or adult representatives who commit wiedate

recruiting violations ¥wtes. A student may only aet be declared

ineligible based on a recruiting violation if ef—reeruiting

rutes—uwntess the student or parent has committed an act

specified in s. 1006.15(4) (b)1l.b. or the FHSAA has imposed

sanctions against the individuals or member school engaging in

recruiting and the student or the parent has committed an act

specified in s. 1006.15(4) (b)l.c. The FHSAA may not limit the

competition of a student athlete prospectively for a violation

by his or her school, the school's coach, or the student

athlete's adult representative. The FHSAA may not punish a

student athlete for an eligibility or recruiting violation

perpetrated by a teammate, coach, or administrator. A contest

may not be forfeited for an inadvertent eligibility violation

unless the coach or a school administrator should have known of

the violation. Contests may not be forfeited for other

eligibility violations or recruiting violations in excess of the

number of contests from which the coaches and adult

representatives responsible for the violations are prospectively

suspended. The mass distribution of untargeted mailings,

electronic mailings, or printed guides or booklets by or on

behalf of a member school which include detailed information

regarding the member school's interscholastic athletic programs

may not be considered violations of the FHSAA's policies
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123| performance.
124 (c) TheFHSAA—shaltl—adept—byltaws—that Require all students

125| participating in interscholastic athletic competition or who are
126| candidates for an interscholastic athletic team to

127 satisfactorily pass a medical evaluation each year before prier
128| +*e participating in interscholastic athletic competition or

129| engaging in any practice, tryout, workout, or other physical

130 activity associated with the student's candidacy for an

131 interscholastic athletic team. Such medical evaluation may be
132 administered only by a practitioner licensed under chapter 458,
133| chapter 459, chapter 460, or s. 464.012, and in good standing
134| with the practitioner's regulatory board. The FHSAA bytaws shall
135 establish requirements for eliciting a student's medical history
136| and performing the medical evaluation required under this

137| paragraph, which shall include a physical assessment of the

138 student's physical capabilities to participate in

139 interscholastic athletic competition as contained in a uniform
140| preparticipation physical evaluation and history form. The

141 evaluation form shall incorporate the recommendations of the

142| American Heart Association for participation in cardiovascular
143 screening and shall provide a place for the signature of the

144| practitioner performing the evaluation with an attestation that
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Bill No. HB 7137 (2015)
Amendment No.

each examination procedure listed on the form was performed by
the practitioner or by someone under the direct supervision of
the practitioner. The form shall also contain a place for the
practitioner to indicate if a referral to another practitioner
was made in lieu of completion of a certain examination
procedure. The form shall provide a place for the practitioner
to whom the student was referred to complete the remaining
sections and attest to that portion of the examination. The
preparticipation physical evaluation form shall advise students
to complete a cardiovascular assessment and shall include
information concerning alternative cardiovascular evaluation and
diagnostic tests. Results of such medical evaluation must be
provided to the school. A Ne student is not shaidt—Pbe eligible to
participate in any interscholastic athletic competition or
engage in any practice, tryout, workout, or other physical
activity associated with the student's candidacy for an
interscholastic athletic team until the results of the medical

evaluation are have—been received and approved by the school.

(d) Notwithstanding £he—provisiens—ef paragraph (c), allow

a student to may participate in interscholastic athletic
competition or be a candidate for an interscholastic athletic
team if the parent of the student objects in writing to the
student undergoing a medical evaluation because such evaluation
is contrary to his or her religious tenets or practices.
However, 1in such case, there shall be no liability on the part

of any person or entity in a position to otherwise rely on the
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results of such medical evaluation for any damages resulting
from the student's injury or death arising directly from the
student's participation in interscholastic athletics where an
undisclosed medical condition that would have been revealed in
the medical evaluation is a proximate cause of the injury or
death.

(e) TheFHSAA—shaltl—adept—bylaws—Ehat Regulate persons who
conduct investigations on behalf of the FHSAA. Thebylaws—shatt

inetude—provisions—that—reguire An investigator must +e:

1. Undergo level 2 background screening under s. 435.04,
establishing that the investigator has not committed any
disqualifying offense listed in s. 435.04, unless the
investigator can provide proof of compliance with level 2
screening standards submitted within the previous 5 years to
meet any professional licensure requirements, provided:

a. The investigator has not had a break in service from a
position that requires level 2 screening for more than 90 days;
and

b. The investigator submits, under penalty of perjury, an
affidavit verifying that the investigator has not committed any
disqualifying offense listed in s. 435.04 and is in full
compliance with this paragraph.

2. Be appointed as an investigator by the FHSAA exeecutive
direetor.

3. Carry a photo identification card that shows the FHSAA

name andy logos+ and the investigator's official title.
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4. Adhere to the following guidelines:
a. Investigate only those alleged violations assigned by

the FHSAA evtive—director or +the board of direetors.

b. Conduct interviews on Monday through Friday between the
hours of 9 a.m. and 7 p.m. only, unless previously agreed to by
the interviewee.

c. Allow the parent of any student being interviewed to be
present during the interview.

d. Search residences or other private areas only with the

permission of the FHSAA exeewvtivedireeteor and the written

consent of the student's parent and only with a parent or a

representative of the parent present.

(f) TFhe FHSAA shatl adept—bytaws—that Establish sanctions

P
for coaches who have committed major violations ef—+the FHSAA's

bl agwa anA
oYy TawsS oitth

potieies.

1. Major violations include, but are not limited to,
knowingly allowing an ineligible student to participate in a
contest representing a member school in an interscholastic
contest or committing a violation of the FHSAA's recruiting or

sports ethics spertsmanship policies.

2. Sanctions placed upon an individual coach may include,

but are not limited to, prohibiting or suspending the coach from
coaching, participating in, or attending any athletic activity
sponsored, recognized, or sanctioned by the FHSAA and the member
school for which the coach committed the violation. If a coach

is sanctioned by the FHSAA and the coach transfers to another
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223 member school, those sanctions remain in full force and effect
224| during the term of the sanction.

225 3. If a member school is assessed a financial penalty as a
226| result of a coach committing a major violation, the coach shall
227 reimburse the member school before being allowed to coach,

228| participate in, or attend any athletic activity sponsored,

229| recognized, or sanctioned by the FHSAA and a member school.

230 4. The FHSAA shall establish a due process procedure for
231| coaches sanctioned under this paragraphy—eensistent—with—+the
232 appeats—procedures—set—forthinsubseetion—{H-.

233 (g) Provide a process for the resolution of student

234 eligibility disputes. The FHSAA shall provide an opportunity to

235 resolve eligibility issues through an informal conference

236| procedure. The FHSAA must provide written notice to the student

237 athlete, parent, and member school stating specific findings of

238 fact that support a determination of ineligibility. The student

239 athlete must request an informal conference if he or she intends

240 to contest the charges. The informal conference must be held

241 within 10 days after receipt of the student athlete's request.

242 If the eligibility dispute is not resolved at the informal

243 conference, the FHSAA shall provide a process for the timely and

244 cost-effective resolution of an eligibility dispute using a

245 neutral third party, including the use of retired or former

246| Jjudges, mediation, or arbitration. The neutral third party shall

247 be selected by the parent of the student athlete from a list

248 maintained by the FHSAA. A final determination regarding the
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249| eligibility dispute must be issued no later than 30 days after

250| the informal conference. The FHSAA shall adeptbylaws
251| estabtishing+the process for resolving eligibility disputes must
DL arndbaTencards byowodioh PHSAS desersdesfiorna of e ded e by o are

253| maode—Sueh bylaws——shaltdt provide that:
254 1. Ineligibility must be established by clear and

255| convincing evidence.s

256 2. Student athletes, parents, and schools must have notice
257 of the initiation of any investigation or other inquiry into

258| eligibility and may present, to the investigator and to the

259 individual or body making the eligibility determination, any

260 information or evidence that is credible, persuasive, and of a
261 kind reasonably prudent persons rely upon in the conduct of

262| serious affairs.s

263 3. An investigator may not determine matters of

264| eligibility but must submit information and evidence to the

qr

i
q
h

265 individual or body designated by the FHSAA exeeuvtivedireeteo

266 a—Pperson—desigrated by the excegtive director or by the board—-of
267| dfreeteors for an unbiased and objective determination of

268| eligibility.s—and

269 4. A determination of ineligibility must be made in

270 writing, setting forth the findings of fact and specific

271 violation upon which the decision is based.

272 5. Any proceedings concerning student athlete eligibility

273 must be held in the county in which the student athlete resides
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and may be conducted by telephone, videoconference, or other

electronic means.

6. A student athlete may not be declared ineligible to

participate in interscholastic athletic competition until a

final decision is issued by the neutral third party unless the

determination of ineligibility is based on s. 1006.15(4) (b)l.a.,

e., or £. It 1is

TITLE AMENDMENT
Remove lines 3-5 and insert:
amending s. 1006.20, F.S.; providing for periodic
review of the Florida High School Athletic
Association's performance of its duties; providing
requirements regarding fees and admission prices;
revising provisions regarding eligibility, transfer,

and recruiting;
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