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By the Committee on Higher Education; and Senator Gaetz
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A bill to be entitled
An act relating to education; amending s. 446.021,
F.S.; revising terms; amending s. 446.032, F.S.;
conforming a provision to a change made by the act;
amending s. 446.045, F.S.; clarifying State
Apprenticeship Advisory Council membership; amending
s. 446.081, F.S.; clarifying the limitations of
certain provisions; amending s. 446.091, F.S.;
conforming a provision to a change made by the act;
amending s. 446.092, F.S.; revising characteristics of
an apprenticeable occupation; amending s. 1011.62,
F.S.; requiring a low-performing elementary school to
administer the required additional hours of
instruction in a summer program during specified
fiscal years; requiring a school to continue to
provide the additional instruction to certain students
in the subsequent year if the school is no longer
classified as one of the 300 lowest-performing
elementary schools; revising the types and amounts of
bonuses that a teacher may receive in any given school
year; revising the discretionary millage compression
supplement; revising a district sparsity index
calculation; deleting obsolete language; revising the
virtual education contribution calculation; creating
the federally connected student supplement; providing
eligibility requirements for and components of the
supplement; amending s. 1011.71, F.S.; conforming a
cross-reference; amending s. 1004.92, F.S.; requiring

the State Board of Education to adopt rules for
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administration; amending s. 1006.735, F.S.;
establishing the Rapid Response Education and Training
Program within the Complete Florida Plus Program;
requiring the Complete Florida Plus Program to work
with Enterprise Florida, Inc., to offer education and
training programs to businesses’ employees; specifying
the duties of the Rapid Response Education and
Training Program; requiring reports to the
Legislature; requiring the Division of Career and
Adult Education within the Department of Education to
conduct an analysis and assessment of the
effectiveness of the education and training programs;
amending s. 1001.7065, F.S.; requiring a state
research university to enter into and maintain a
formal agreement with a specified organization to
offer college-sponsored merit scholarship awards as a
condition of designation as a preeminent state
research university; specifying that continuation of a
state research university’s institute for online
learning is contingent on the university entering into
and maintaining such an agreement; requiring the Board
of Governors and the State Board of Education to base
state performance funds for the State University
System and the Florida College System on specified
metrics adopted by each board; specifying allocation
of the funds; requiring the Chancellor of the State
University System and the Commissioner of Education to
withhold disbursement of certain funds; requiring the

boards to submit reports by a specified time to the
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Governor and the Legislature; requiring the boards to
adopt rules; creating s. 1012.731, F.S.; providing
legislative intent; establishing the Florida Best and
Brightest Teacher Scholarship Program; authorizing
funding; requiring that the State Board of Education

adopt rules; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsections (2), (4), and (9) of section
446.021, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

446.021 Definitions of terms used in ss. 446.011-446.092.—
As used in ss. 446.011-446.092, the term:

(2) “Apprentice” means a person at least 16 years of age
who is engaged in learning a recognized skilled trade through

actual work experience under the supervision of journeyworker

Jeuvrreymen craftsmen, which training should be combined with
properly coordinated studies of related technical and
supplementary subjects, and who has entered into a written
agreement, which may be cited as an apprentice agreement, with a
registered apprenticeship sponsor who may be either an employer,
an association of employers, or a local joint apprenticeship
committee.

(4) “Journeyworker” YJewrrmeyman” means a worker who has

attained certain skills, abilities, and competencies and who is

recognized within an industry as having mastered the skills and

competencies required for the occupation, including, but not

limited to, attainment of a nationally recognized industry

certification. The term includes a mentor, technician,
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specialist, or other skilled worker who has documented

sufficient skills and knowledge of an occupation, through formal

apprenticeship, attainment of a nationally recognized industry

certification, or through practical, on-the-job experience or

formal training a—persen—workingin an apprenticeable—oceupation
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(9) “Related instruction” means an organized and systematic
form of instruction designed to provide the apprentice with

knowledge of the theoretical and technical subjects related to a

specific trade or occupation. Such instruction may be given in a

classroom, through occupational or industrial courses, or by

correspondence courses of equivalent value, including electronic

media or other forms of self-study instruction approved by the

department.

Section 2. Subsection (1) of section 446.032, Florida
Statutes, 1is amended to read:

446.032 General duties of the department for apprenticeship
training.—The department shall:

(1) Establish uniform minimum standards and policies
governing apprentice programs and agreements. The standards and
policies shall govern the terms and conditions of the
apprentice’s employment and training, including the quality
training of the apprentice for, but not limited to, such matters

as ratios of apprentices to journeyworkers Jeurmeymern, safety,

related instruction, and on-the-job training; but these

standards and policies may not include rules, standards, or
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guidelines that require the use of apprentices and job trainees
on state, county, or municipal contracts. The department may
adopt rules necessary to administer the standards and policies.

Section 3. Paragraph (b) of subsection (2) of section
446.045, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

446.045 State Apprenticeship Advisory Council.—

(2)

(b) The Commissioner of Education or the commissioner’s
designee shall serve ex officio as chair of the State
Apprenticeship Advisory Council, but may not vote. The state
director of the Office of Apprenticeship of the United States
Department of Labor shall serve ex officio as a nonvoting member
of the council. The Governor shall appoint to the council four
members representing employee organizations and four members
representing employer organizations. Each of these eight members
shall represent industries that have registered apprenticeship
programs. The Governor shall also appoint two public members who
are knowledgeable about registered apprenticeship and

apprenticeable occupations, who are independent of any joint or

nonjoint organization eme—ef—whemshallberecommended—by—Foint

erganizations. Members shall be appointed for 4-year staggered
terms. A vacancy shall be filled for the remainder of the
unexpired term.

Section 4. Subsection (4) is added to section 446.081,
Florida Statutes, to read:

446.081 Limitation.—

(4) Nothing in ss. 446.011-446.092 or the implementing

rules in these sections shall operate to invalidate any special
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provision for veterans, minority persons, or women in the

standards, qualifications, or operation of the apprenticeship

program or in the apprenticeship agreement which is not

otherwise prohibited by law, executive order, or authorized

regulation.

Section 5. Section 446.091, Florida Statutes, is amended to
read:

446.091 On-the-job training program.—All provisions of ss.
446.011-446.092 relating to apprenticeship and
preapprenticeship, including, but not limited to, programs,
agreements, standards, administration, procedures, definitions,
expenditures, local committees, powers and duties, limitations,
grievances, and ratios of apprentices and job trainees to

journeyworkers Jewrmeymen on state, county, and municipal

contracts, shall be appropriately adapted and made applicable to
a program of on-the-job training authorized under those
provisions for persons other than apprentices.

Section 6. Section 446.092, Florida Statutes, is amended to
read:

446.092 Criteria for apprenticeship occupations.—An
apprenticeable occupation is a skilled trade which possesses all
of the following characteristics:

(1) It is customarily learned in a practical way through a
structured, systematic program of on-the-job, supervised
training.

(2) It is clearly identified and commonly recognized

throughout an #he industry, and may be associated with a

nationally recognized industry certification er—recognized—with
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(3) It involves manual, mechanical, or technical skills and

knowledge which, in accordance with the industry standard for

the occupation, requires ¥eguire a minimum of 2,000 hours of on-

the-job werk—and training, which hours are excluded from the

time spent at related instruction.

(4) It requires related instruction to supplement on-the-

job training. Such instruction may be given in a classroom,
through occupational or industrial courses, or through
correspondence courses of equivalent value, including electronic
media or other forms of self-study instruction approved by the
department.
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Section 7. Paragraphs (f) and (o) of subsection (1),

paragraph (a) of subsection (4), subsection (5), paragraph (b)
of subsection (7), paragraph (a) of subsection (9), subsection
(11), and subsection (13) of section 1011.62, Florida Statutes,
are amended, present subsections (13), (14), and (15) of that
section are redesignated as subsections (14), (15), and (1l6),
respectively, and a new subsection (13) is added to that

section, to read:
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204 1011.62 Funds for operation of schools.—If the annual
205 allocation from the Florida Education Finance Program to each
206| district for operation of schools is not determined in the
207 annual appropriations act or the substantive bill implementing
208 the annual appropriations act, it shall be determined as
209 follows:
210 (1) COMPUTATION OF THE BASIC AMOUNT TO BE INCLUDED FOR
211 OPERATION.—The following procedure shall be followed in
212| determining the annual allocation to each district for
213| operation:
214 (f) Supplemental academic instruction,; categorical fund.—
215 1. There is created a categorical fund to provide
216| supplemental academic instruction to students in kindergarten
217 through grade 12. This paragraph may be cited as the
218 “Supplemental Academic Instruction Categorical Fund.”
219 2. Categorical funds for supplemental academic instruction
220 shall be allocated annually to each school district in the
221 amount provided in the General Appropriations Act. These funds
2272 shall be in addition to the funds appropriated on the basis of
223 FTE student membership in the Florida Education Finance Program
224 and shall be included in the total potential funds of each
225 district. These funds shall be used to provide supplemental
226| academic instruction to students enrolled in the K-12 program.

227 For the 2014-2015, 2015-2016, 2016-2017, and 2017-2018 fiscal

228 years yea¥r, each school district that has one or more of the 300
229 lowest-performing elementary schools based on the state reading
230 assessment shall use these funds, together with the funds

231| provided in the district’s research-based reading instruction

232 allocation and other available funds, to provide an additional
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hour of instruction beyond the normal school day for each day of

the entire school year, and provide the equivalent hours of

instruction in a summer program, for intensive reading

instruction for the students in each of these schools. In the

subsequent year, if a participating school is no longer

classified as one of the 300 lowest-performing elementary

schools, the school must continue to provide the additional hour

of instruction to all students who have Level 1 or Level 2

reading assessment scores. This additional hour of instruction

must be provided by teachers or reading specialists who are
effective in teaching reading or by a K-5 mentoring reading
program that is supervised by a teacher who is effective at
teaching reading. Students enrolled in these schools who have
level 5 assessment scores may participate in the additional hour
of instruction on an optional basis. Exceptional student
education centers may shaitt not be included in the 300 schools.
After this requirement has been met, supplemental instruction
strategies may include, but are not limited to: modified
curriculum, reading instruction, after-school instruction,
tutoring, mentoring, class size reduction, extended school year,
intensive skills development in summer school, and other methods
for improving student achievement. Supplemental instruction may
be provided to a student in any manner and at any time during or
beyond the regular 180-day term identified by the school as
being the most effective and efficient way to best help that
student progress from grade to grade and to graduate.

3. Effective with the 1999-2000 fiscal year, funding on the
basis of FTE membership beyond the 180-day regular term shall be

provided in the FEFP only for students enrolled in juvenile
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justice education programs or in education programs for

juveniles placed in secure facilities or programs under s.
985.19. Funding for instruction beyond the regular 180-day

school year for all other K-12 students shall be provided

through the supplemental academic instruction categorical fund
and other state, federal, and local fund sources with ample
flexibility for schools to provide supplemental instruction to
assist students in progressing from grade to grade and
graduating.

4. The Florida State University School, as a lab school, is
authorized to expend from its FEFP or Lottery Enhancement Trust
Fund allocation the cost to the student of remediation in
reading, writing, or mathematics for any graduate who requires
remediation at a postsecondary educational institution.

5. Beginning in the 1999-2000 school year, dropout
prevention programs as defined in ss. 1003.52, 1003.53(1) (a),
(b), and (c), and 1003.54 shall be included in group 1 programs
under subparagraph (d)3.

(0) Calculation of additional full-time equivalent
membership based on successful completion of a career-themed
course pursuant to ss. 1003.491, 1003.492, and 1003.493, or
courses with embedded CAPE industry certifications or CAPE
Digital Tool certificates, and issuance of industry
certification identified on the CAPE Industry Certification
Funding List pursuant to rules adopted by the State Board of
Education or CAPE Digital Tool certificates pursuant to s.
1003.4203.—

l.a. A value of 0.025 full-time equivalent student
membership shall be calculated for CAPE Digital Tool
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291 certificates earned by students in elementary and middle school
292 grades.
293 b. A value of 0.1 or 0.2 full-time equivalent student
294| membership shall be calculated for each student who completes a
295 course as defined in s. 1003.493(1) (b) or courses with embedded
296| CAPE industry certifications and who is issued an industry
297 certification identified annually on the CAPE Industry
298 Certification Funding List approved under rules adopted by the
299| State Board of Education. A value of 0.2 full-time equivalent
300 membership shall be calculated for each student who is issued a
301| CAPE industry certification that has a statewide articulation
302 agreement for college credit approved by the State Board of
303| Education. For CAPE industry certifications that do not
304 articulate for college credit, the Department of Education shall
305 assign a full-time equivalent value of 0.1 for each
306 certification. Middle grades students who earn additional FTE
307| membership for a CAPE Digital Tool certificate pursuant to sub-
308 subparagraph a. may not use the previously funded examination to
309| satisfy the requirements for earning an industry certification
310 under this sub-subparagraph. Additional FTE membership for an
311| elementary or middle grades student may shadd not exceed 0.1 for
312 certificates or certifications earned within the same fiscal
313| year. The State Board of Education shall include the assigned
314| wvalues on the CAPE Industry Certification Funding List under
315 rules adopted by the state board. Such value shall be added to
316 the total full-time equivalent student membership for grades 6

317 through 12 in the subsequent year fer—eceourses—that—werenot

318| previded—threughdual—enreliment. CAPE industry certifications

319| earned through dual enrollment must be reported and funded
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pursuant to s. 1011.80. However, if a student earns a

certification through a dual enrollment course and the

certification 1s not a fundable certification on the

postsecondary certification funding list, or the dual enrollment

certification is earned as a result of an agreement between a

school district and a nonpublic postsecondary institution, the

bonus value shall be funded in the same manner as for other

nondual enrollment course industry certifications. In such

cases, the school district may provide for an agreement between

the high school and the technical center, or the school district

and the postsecondary institution may enter into an agreement

for equitable distribution of the bonus funds.

c. A value of 0.3 full-time equivalent student membership
shall be calculated for student completion of the courses and
the embedded certifications identified on the CAPE Industry
Certification Funding List and approved by the commissioner
pursuant to ss. 1003.4203(5) (a) and 1008.44.

d. A value of 0.5 full-time equivalent student membership
shall be calculated for CAPE Acceleration Industry
Certifications that articulate for 15 to 29 college credit
hours, and 1.0 full-time equivalent student membership shall be
calculated for CAPE Acceleration Industry Certifications that
articulate for 30 or more college credit hours pursuant to CAPE
Acceleration Industry Certifications approved by the
commissioner pursuant to ss. 1003.4203(5) (b) and 1008.44.

2. Each district must allocate at least 80 percent of the
funds provided for CAPE industry certification, in accordance
with this paragraph, to the program that generated the funds.

This allocation may not be used to supplant funds provided for
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basic operation of the program.

3. For CAPE industry certifications earned in the 2013-2014
school year and in subsequent years, the school district shall
distribute to each classroom teacher who provided direct
instruction toward the attainment of a CAPE industry
certification that qualified for additional full-time equivalent
membership under subparagraph 1.:

a. A bonus in the amount of $25 for each student taught by
a teacher who provided instruction in a course that led to the
attainment of a CAPE industry certification on the CAPE Industry
Certification Funding List with a weight of 0.1.

b. A bonus in the amount of $50 for each student taught by
a teacher who provided instruction in a course that led to the

attainment of a CAPE industry certification on the CAPE Industry

D

[ A
7 I Eaw

Certification Funding List with a weight of 0.2+—7%5-35
1-0.
c. A bonus in the amount of $75 for each student taught by

a teacher who provided instruction in a course that led to the

attainment of a CAPE industry certification on the CAPE Industry

Certification Funding List with a weight of 0.3.

d. A bonus in the amount of $100 for each student taught by

a teacher who provided instruction in a course that led to the

attainment of a CAPE industry certification on the CAPE Industry

Certification Funding List with a weight of 0.5 or 1.0.

Bonuses awarded pursuant to this paragraph shall be provided to
teachers who are employed by the district in the year in which
the additional FTE membership calculation is included in the

calculation. Bonuses shall be calculated based upon the

Page 13 of 33

CODING: Words strieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




Florida Senate - 2015 CS for SB 948

589-02765A-15 2015948cl
378 associated weight of a CAPE industry certification on the CAPE
379 Industry Certification Funding List for the year in which the
380 certification is earned by the student. Any bonus awarded to a
381 teacher under sub-subparagraph 3.a. or sub-subparagraph 3.b.
382| +his—paragraph may not exceed $2,000 in any given school year,

383 and a bonus awarded to a teacher under sub-subparagraph 3.c. or

384 sub-subparagraph 3.d. may not exceed $4,000 in a given school

385 year. The maximum bonus that may be awarded to a teacher under

386| this paragraph is $4,000. This bonus ard is in addition to any

387 regular wage or other bonus the teacher received or is scheduled
388 to receive.

389 (4) COMPUTATION OF DISTRICT REQUIRED LOCAL EFFORT.—The

390 Legislature shall prescribe the aggregate required local effort
391 for all school districts collectively as an item in the General
392| Appropriations Act for each fiscal year. The amount that each
393 district shall provide annually toward the cost of the Florida
394| Education Finance Program for kindergarten through grade 12

395| programs shall be calculated as follows:

396 (a) Estimated taxable value calculations.—

397 l.a. Not later than 2 working days prior to July 19, the
398 Department of Revenue shall certify to the Commissioner of

399| Education its most recent estimate of the taxable value for

400 school purposes in each school district and the total for all
401 school districts in the state for the current calendar year

402| based on the latest available data obtained from the local

403| property appraisers. The value certified shall be the taxable
404 value for school purposes for that year, and no further

405 adjustments shall be made, except those made pursuant to

406 paragraphs (c) and (d), or an assessment roll change required by
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407 final judicial decisions as specified in paragraph (15) (b)
408 +4)). Not later than July 19, the Commissioner of Education
409 shall compute a millage rate, rounded to the next highest one
410 one-thousandth of a mill, which, when applied to 96 percent of
411 the estimated state total taxable value for school purposes,
412| would generate the prescribed aggregate required local effort
413 for that year for all districts. The Commissioner of Education
414 shall certify to each district school board the millage rate,
415| computed as prescribed in this subparagraph, as the minimum
416| millage rate necessary to provide the district required local
417 effort for that year.
418 b. The General Appropriations Act shall direct the
419 computation of the statewide adjusted aggregate amount for
420 required local effort for all school districts collectively from
421 ad valorem taxes to ensure that no school district’s revenue
422 from required local effort millage will produce more than 90
423| percent of the district’s total Florida Education Finance
424 Program calculation as calculated and adopted by the
425 Legislature, and the adjustment of the required local effort
426| millage rate of each district that produces more than 90 percent
4277 of its total Florida Education Finance Program entitlement to a
428 level that will produce only 90 percent of its total Florida
429| Education Finance Program entitlement in the July calculation.
430 2. On the same date as the certification in sub-
431 subparagraph 1l.a., the Department of Revenue shall certify to
432 the Commissioner of Education for each district:
433 a. Each year for which the property appraiser has certified

434 the taxable value pursuant to s. 193.122(2) or (3), 1if

435 applicable, since the prior certification under sub-subparagraph
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436 l.a.
437 b. For each year identified in sub-subparagraph a., the
438 taxable value certified by the appraiser pursuant to s.
439 193.122(2) or (3), if applicable, since the prior certification
440| under sub-subparagraph l.a. This is the certification that
441 reflects all final administrative actions of the wvalue
442 adjustment board.
443 (5) DISCRETIONARY MILLAGE COMPRESSION SUPPLEMENT.—The
444| Legislature shall prescribe in the General Appropriations Act,
445 pursuant to s. 1011.71(1l), the rate of nonvoted current
446| operating discretionary millage that shall be used to calculate
447 a discretionary millage compression supplement. If the
448| prescribed millage generates an amount of funds per unweighted

449 FTE for the district that is less than 105 percent of the state

450 average, the district shall receive an amount per FTE that, when
451 added to the funds per FTE generated by the designated levy,

452 shall equal 105 percent of the state average.

453 (7) DETERMINATION OF SPARSITY SUPPLEMENT.—

454 (b) The district sparsity index shall be computed by

455| dividing the total number of full-time equivalent students in
456| all programs in the district by the number of senior high school
457 centers in the district, not in excess of three, which centers
458 are approved as permanent centers by a survey made by the

459 Department of Education. In districts with a full-time

460| equivalent student membership of at least 20,000, but no more

461 than 24,000, the index shall be computed by dividing the total

462 number of full-time equivalent students in all programs by the

463| number of permanent senior high school centers in the district,

464 not to exceed four.

Page 16 of 33
CODING: Words strieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




465
466
467
468
469
470
471
472
473
474
475
476
477
478
479
480
481
482
483
484
485
486
487
488
489
490
491
492
493

Florida Senate - 2015 CS for SB 948

589-02765A-15 2015948c1
(9) RESEARCH-BASED READING INSTRUCTION ALLOCATION.—
(a) The research-based reading instruction allocation is
created to provide comprehensive reading instruction to students
in kindergarten through grade 12. For the 2014-2015, 2015-2016,

2016-2017, and 2017-2018 fiscal years sea¥, in each school

district that has one or more of the 300 lowest-performing
elementary schools based on the state reading assessment,
priority shall be given to providing an additional hour per day
of intensive reading instruction beyond the normal school day

for each day of the entire school year, and provide the

equivalent hours of instruction in a summer program, for the

students in each school. In the subsequent year, if a

participating school is no longer classified as one of the 300

lowest-performing elementary schools, the school must continue

to provide the additional hour of instruction to all students

who have Level 1 or Level 2 reading assessment scores. Students

enrolled in these schools who have level 5 assessment scores may
participate in the additional hour of instruction on an optional
basis. Exceptional student education centers may shai+ not be
included in the 300 schools. The intensive reading instruction
delivered in this additional hour and for other students shall
include: research-based reading instruction that has been proven
to accelerate progress of students exhibiting a reading
deficiency; differentiated instruction based on student
assessment data to meet students’ specific reading needs;
explicit and systematic reading development in phonemic
awareness, phonics, fluency, vocabulary, and comprehension, with
more extensive opportunities for guided practice, error

correction, and feedback; and the integration of social studies,
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science, and mathematics-text reading, text discussion, and

writing in response to reading. Fer—the 2012-2013—and2013—-2014
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(11)

annually provide in the Florida Education Finance Program a

VIRTUAL EDUCATION CONTRIBUTION.—The Legislature may

virtual education contribution. The amount of the virtual
education contribution shall be the difference between the
amount per FTE established in the General Appropriations Act for
virtual education and the amount per FTE for each district and
the Florida Virtual School,

the sum of the base FEFP allocation,

which may be calculated by taking

the declining enrollment

supplement, the discretionary local effort, the state-funded

discretionary contribution, the discretionary millage

compression supplement, the research-based reading instruction

allocation, the ESE guaranteed allocation, and the instructional

materials allocation,

FTE.

and then dividing by the total unweighted
This difference shall be multiplied by the virtual

education unweighted FTE for programs and options identified in
s. 1002.455(3) and the Florida Virtual School and its franchises

to equal the virtual education contribution and shall be
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523 included as a separate allocation in the funding formula.

524 (13) FEDERALLY CONNECTED STUDENT SUPPLEMENT.—The federally

525 connected student supplement is created to provide supplemental

526| funding for school districts to support the education of

527| students connected with federally owned military installations,

528| National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) property,

529 and Indian lands. To be eligible for this supplement, the

530 district must also be eligible for federal Impact Aid program

531 funds pursuant to Title VIII of the Elementary and Secondary

532 Education Act of 1965. The supplement shall be the sum of the

533 student allocation and an exempt property allocation.

534 (a) The student allocation shall be calculated based on the

535 number of students reported for federal Impact Aid program

536 funds, including students with disabilities, who meet one of the

537 following criteria:

538 1. Resides with a parent who is on active duty in the

539| uniformed services or is an accredited foreign government

540 official and military officer. Students with disabilities shall

541 also be reported separately for this condition.

542 2. Resides on eligible federally owned Indian lands.

543 Students with disabilities shall also be reported separately for

544 this condition.

545 3. Resides with a civilian parent who lives or works on

546| eligible federal property connected with a military installation
547 or NASA. The number of these students shall be multiplied by a
548 factor of 0.5.

549 (b) The total number of federally connected students

550 calculated under paragraph (a) shall be multiplied by a

551| percentage of the base student allocation as provided in the
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552 General Appropriations Act. The total of the number of students

553| with disabilities as reported separately under subparagraphs

554 (a)l. and (a)2. shall be multiplied by an additional percentage

555| of the base student allocation as provided in the General

556| Appropriations Act. The base amount and the students-with-

557 disabilities amount shall be summed to provide the student

558 allocation.

559 (c) The exempt-property allocation shall be equal to the

560 tax-exempt value of federal Impact Aid lands reserved as

561| military installations, real property owned by NASA, or eligible

562| federally owned Indian lands located in the district, as of

563 January 1 of the previous year, multiplied by the millage
564 authorized and levied under s. 1011.71(2).
565 (14) 443> QUALITY ASSURANCE GUARANTEE.—The Legislature may

566 annually in the General Appropriations Act determine a

567| percentage increase in funds per K-12 unweighted FTE as a

568| minimum guarantee to each school district. The guarantee shall
569| be calculated from prior year base funding per unweighted FTE
570 student which shall include the adjusted FTE dollars as provided
571 in subsection (15) +34), quality guarantee funds, and actual

572 nonvoted discretionary local effort from taxes. From the base
573 funding per unweighted FTE, the increase shall be calculated for
574 the current year. The current year funds from which the

575| guarantee shall be determined shall include the adjusted FTE

576| dollars as provided in subsection (15) +34) and potential

577| nonvoted discretionary local effort from taxes. A comparison of
578 current year funds per unweighted FTE to prior year funds per

579| unweighted FTE shall be computed. For those school districts

580| which have less than the legislatively assigned percentage
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581 increase, funds shall be provided to guarantee the assigned
582| percentage increase in funds per unweighted FTE student. Should
583 appropriated funds be less than the sum of this calculated
584 amount for all districts, the commissioner shall prorate each
585| district’s allocation. This provision shall be implemented to

586 the extent specifically funded.

587 Section 8. Subsection (1) of section 1011.71, Florida
588 Statutes, i1s amended to read:

589 1011.71 District school tax.—

590 (1) If the district school tax is not provided in the

591| General Appropriations Act or the substantive bill implementing
592 the General Appropriations Act, each district school board

593| desiring to participate in the state allocation of funds for

594 current operation as prescribed by s. 1011.62(15) s+—3043+-6214

595 shall levy on the taxable value for school purposes of the

596| district, exclusive of millage voted under the provisions of s.
597 9(b) or s. 12, Art. VII of the State Constitution, a millage

598 rate not to exceed the amount certified by the commissioner as
599 the minimum millage rate necessary to provide the district

600 required local effort for the current year, pursuant to s.

601 1011.62(4) (a)l. In addition to the required local effort millage
602 levy, each district school board may levy a nonvoted current

603 operating discretionary millage. The Legislature shall prescribe
604 annually in the appropriations act the maximum amount of millage
605| a district may levy.

606 Section 9. Paragraph (b) of subsection (2) of section

607 1004.92, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

608 1004.92 Purpose and responsibilities for career education.—
609 (2)
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(b) Department of Education accountability for career
education includes, but is not limited to:

1. The provision of timely, accurate technical assistance
to school districts and Florida College System institutions.

2. The provision of timely, accurate information to the
State Board of Education, the Legislature, and the public.

3. The development of policies, rules, and procedures that
facilitate institutional attainment of the accountability
standards and coordinate the efforts of all divisions within the
department.

4. The development of program standards and industry-driven
benchmarks for career, adult, and community education programs,
which must be updated every 3 years. The standards must include
career, academic, and workplace skills; viability of distance
learning for instruction; amrd work/learn cycles that are

responsive to business and industry; and reflect the quality

components of a career and technical education program. The

State Board of Education shall adopt rules to administer this

section.

5. Overseeing school district and Florida College System
institution compliance with the provisions of this chapter.

6. Ensuring that the educational outcomes for the technical
component of career programs are uniform and designed to provide
a graduate who is capable of entering the workforce on an
equally competitive basis regardless of the institution of
choice.

Section 10. Present subsections (5) and (6) of section
1006.735, Florida Statutes, are redesignated as subsections (6)

and (7), respectively, and a new subsection (5) is added to that
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section, to read:

1006.735 Complete Florida Plus Program.—The Complete
Florida Plus Program is created at the University of West
Florida.

(5) RAPID RESPONSE EDUCATION AND TRAINING PROGRAM.—The

Rapid Response Education and Training Program is established

within the Complete Florida Plus Program. Under the Rapid

Response Education and Training Program, the Complete Florida

Plus Program shall work directly with Enterprise Florida, Inc.,

in project-specific industry recruitment and retention efforts

to offer education and training programs to businesses’

employees.

(a) The Rapid Response Education and Training Program must:

1. Issue challenge grants through requests for proposals

that are open to all education and training providers, public or

private. These grants match state funding with education and

training provider funds to implement particular education and

training programs.

2. Generate periodic reports from an independent forensic

accounting or auditing entity to ensure transparency of the

program. These periodic reports must be submitted to the

President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of

Representatives.

3. Keep administrative costs to a minimum through the use

of existing organizational structures.

4. Work directly with businesses to recruit individuals for

education and training.

5. Be able to terminate an education and training program

by giving 30 days’ notice.
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6. Survey employers after completion of an education and

training program to ascertain the effectiveness of the program.

(b) The Division of Career and Adult Education within the

Department of Education shall conduct an analysis and assessment

of the effectiveness of the education and training programs

under this section in meeting labor market and occupational

trends and gaps.

Section 11. Subsections (3) and (4) of section 1001.7065,

Florida Statutes, are amended to read:
1001.7065 Preeminent state research universities program.-—
(3) PREEMINENT STATE RESEARCH UNIVERSITY DESIGNATION.—The
Board of Governors shall designate each state research
university that meets at least 11 of the 12 academic and
research excellence standards identified in subsection (2) and

that enters into and maintains a formal agreement with the

National Merit Scholarship Corporation to offer college-

sponsored merit scholarship awards a preeminent state research

university.

(4) PREEMINENT STATE RESEARCH UNIVERSITY INSTITUTE FOR
ONLINE LEARNING.—A state research university that, as of July 1,
2013, met meets all 12 of the academic and research excellence
standards identified in subsection (2), as verified by the Board
of Governors, shall establish an institute for online learning.

Continuation of the institute for online learning is contingent

upon a state research university entering into and maintaining a

formal agreement with the National Merit Scholarship Corporation

to offer college-sponsored merit scholarship awards. The

institute shall establish a robust offering of high-quality,

fully online baccalaureate degree programs at an affordable cost
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697 in accordance with this subsection.
098 (a) By August 1, 2013, the Board of Governors shall convene
699 an advisory board to support the development of high-quality,
700 fully online baccalaureate degree programs at the university.
701 (b) The advisory board shall:
702 1. Offer expert advice, as requested by the university, in
703 the development and implementation of a business plan to expand
704 the offering of high-quality, fully online baccalaureate degree
705| programs.
706 2. Advise the Board of Governors on the release of funding
707 to the university upon approval by the Board of Governors of the
708| plan developed by the university.
709 3. Monitor, evaluate, and report on the implementation of
710 the plan to the Board of Governors, the Governor, the President
711 of the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of Representatives.
712 (c) The advisory board shall be composed of the following
713 five members:
714 1. The chair of the Board of Governors or the chair’s
715| permanent designee.
716 2. A member with expertise in online learning, appointed by
717 the Board of Governors.
718 3. A member with expertise in global marketing, appointed
719| by the Governor.
720 4. A member with expertise in cloud virtualization,
721 appointed by the President of the Senate.
722 5. A member with expertise in disruptive innovation,
723| appointed by the Speaker of the House of Representatives.
724 (d) The president of the university shall be consulted on

725 the advisory board member appointments.
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726 (e) A majority of the advisory board shall constitute a
7277 quorum, elect the chair, and appoint an executive director.
728 (f) By September 1, 2013, the university shall submit to
729 the advisory board a comprehensive plan to expand high-quality,
730 fully online baccalaureate degree program offerings. The plan
731 shall include:
732 1. Existing on-campus general education courses and
733| baccalaureate degree programs that will be offered online.
734 2. New courses that will be developed and offered online.
735 3. Support services that will be offered to students
736| enrolled in online baccalaureate degree programs.
737 4. A tuition and fee structure that meets the requirements
738 in paragraph (k) for online courses, baccalaureate degree
739| programs, and student support services.
740 5. A timeline for offering, marketing, and enrolling
741 students in the online baccalaureate degree programs.
742 6. A budget for developing and marketing the online
743 baccalaureate degree programs.
744 7. Detailed strategies for ensuring the success of students
745 and the sustainability of the online baccalaureate degree
746| programs.
7477
748 Upon recommendation of the plan by the advisory board and
749 approval by the Board of Governors, the Board of Governors shall
750 award the university $10 million in nonrecurring funds and $5
751| million in recurring funds for fiscal year 2013-2014 and $5
752| million annually thereafter, subject to appropriation in the

753 General Appropriations Act.

754 (g) Beginning in January 2014, the university shall offer
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755| high-quality, fully online baccalaureate degree programs that:
756 1. Accept full-time, first-time-in-college students.
757 2. Have the same rigorous admissions criteria as equivalent

758 on-campus degree programs.

759 3. Offer curriculum of equivalent rigor to on-campus degree
760| programs.

761 4. Offer rolling enrollment or multiple opportunities for
762 enrollment throughout the year.

763 5. Do not require any on-campus courses. However, for

764 courses or programs that require clinical training or

765| laboratories that cannot be delivered online, the university

766 shall offer convenient locational options to the student, which
767| may include, but are not limited to, the option to complete such
768 requirements at a summer-in-residence on the university campus.
769 The university may provide a network of sites at convenient

770 locations and contract with commercial testing centers or

771 identify other secure testing services for the purpose of

772| proctoring assessments or testing.

773 6. Apply the university’s existing policy for accepting

774 credits for both freshman applicants and transfer applicants.
775 (h) The university may offer a fully online Master’s in

776| Business Administration degree program and other master’s degree
7777 programs.

778 (1) The university may develop and offer degree programs
779 and courses that are competency based as appropriate for the

780 quality and success of the program.

781 (J) The university shall periodically expand its offering
782 of online baccalaureate degree programs to meet student and

783 market demands.
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(k) The university shall establish a tuition structure for
its online institute in accordance with this paragraph,
notwithstanding any other provision of law.

1. For students classified as residents for tuition
purposes, tuition for an online baccalaureate degree program
shall be set at no more than 75 percent of the tuition rate as
specified in the General Appropriations Act pursuant to s.
1009.24(4) and 75 percent of the tuition differential pursuant
to s. 1009.24(16). No distance learning fee, fee for campus
facilities, or fee for on-campus services may be assessed,
except that online students shall pay the university’s
technology fee, financial aid fee, and Capital Improvement Trust
Fund fee. The revenues generated from the Capital Improvement
Trust Fund fee shall be dedicated to the university’s institute
for online learning.

2. For students classified as nonresidents for tuition
purposes, tuition may be set at market rates in accordance with
the business plan.

3. Tuition for an online degree program shall include all
costs associated with instruction, materials, and enrollment,
excluding costs associated with the provision of textbooks
pursuant to s. 1004.085 and physical laboratory supplies.

4. Subject to the limitations in subparagraph 1., tuition
may be differentiated by degree program as appropriate to the
instructional and other costs of the program in accordance with
the business plan. Pricing must incorporate innovative
approaches that incentivize persistence and completion,
including, but not limited to, a fee for assessment, a bundled

or all-inclusive rate, and sliding scale features.

Page 28 of 33

CODING: Words strieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




813
814
815
816
817
818
819
820
821
822
823
824
825
826
827
828
829
830
831
832
833
834
835
836
837
838
839
840
841

Florida Senate - 2015 CS for SB 948

589-02765A-15 2015948cl

5. The university must accept advance payment contracts and
student financial aid.

6. Fifty percent of the net revenues generated from the
online institute of the university shall be used to enhance and
enrich the online institute offerings, and 50 percent of the net
revenues generated from the online institute shall be used to
enhance and enrich the university’s campus state-of-the-art
research programs and facilities.

7. The institute may charge additional local user fees
pursuant to s. 1009.24(14) upon the approval of the Board of
Governors.

8. The institute shall submit a proposal to the president
of the university authorizing additional user fees for the
provision of voluntary student participation in activities and
additional student services.

Section 12. (1) The State University System Performance-

Based Incentive shall be based on indicators of institutional

attainment of performance metrics adopted by the Board of

Governors. The performance-based funding metrics shall include,

but are not limited to, metrics that measure graduation and

retention rates; degree production; affordability;

postgraduation employment, salaries, or further education;

student loan default rates; access; and any other metrics

approved by the board.

(2) The Board of Governors shall evaluate the institutions’

performance on the metrics based on benchmarks adopted by the

board which measure the achievement of institutional excellence

or improvement. Each fiscal year, the amount of funds available

for allocation to the institutions based on the performance
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funding model shall consist of the state’s investment in

performance funding, plus an institutional investment consisting

of funds to be redistributed from the base funding of the State

University System, as determined in the General Appropriations

Act. The institutional investment shall be restored for all

institutions eligible for the state’s investment under the

performance funding model. Any institution that fails to meet

the board’s minimum performance funding threshold will not be

eligible for the state’s investment, will have a portion of its

institutional investment withheld, and must submit an

improvement plan to the board that specifies the activities and

strategies for improving the institution’s performance.

(3) The Board of Governors must review the improvement

plan, and if approved, must monitor the institution’s progress

on implementing the specified activities and strategies. The

institutions shall submit monitoring reports to the board no

later than December 31 and May 31 of each year.

(4) The Chancellor of the State University System shall

withhold disbursement of the institutional investment until such

time as the monitoring report for the institution is approved by

the Board of Governors. Any institution that fails to make

satisfactory progress will not have its full institutional

investment restored. If all institutional investment funds are

not restored, any remaining funds shall be redistributed in

accordance with the board’s performance funding model.

(5) By October 1 of each year, the Board of Governors shall

submit to the Governor, the President of the Senate, and the

Speaker of the House of Representatives a report on the previous

year’s performance funding allocation which reflects the
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rankings and award distributions.

(6) The Board of Governors shall adopt a regulation to

implement this section.

Section 13. (1) The Florida College System Performance-

Based Incentive shall be based on indicators of institutional

attainment of performance metrics adopted by the State Board of

Education. The performance-based funding metrics shall include,

but are not limited to, metrics that measure retention; program

completion and graduation rates; student loan default rates; job

placement; and postgraduation employment, salaries, or further

education.

(2) The State Board of Education shall evaluate the

institutions’ performance on the metrics based on benchmarks

adopted by the board which measure the achievement of

institutional excellence or improvement. Each fiscal year, the

amount of funds available for allocation to the institutions

based on the performance funding model shall consist of the

state’s investment in performance funding plus an institutional

investment consisting of funds to be redistributed from the base

funding of the Florida College System Program Fund, as

determined in the General Appropriations Act. The institutional

investment shall be restored for all institutions eligible for

the state’s investment under the performance funding model. Any

institution that fails to meet the board’s minimum performance

funding threshold will not be eligible for the state’s

investment, will have a portion of its institutional investment

withheld, and must submit an improvement plan to the board that

specifies the activities and strategies for improving the

institution’s performance.
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(3) The State Board of Education must review the

improvement plan, and if approved, must monitor the

institution’s progress on implementing the specified activities

and strategies. The institutions shall submit monitoring reports

to the board no later than December 31 and May 31 of each year.

(4) The Commissioner of Education shall withhold

disbursement of the institutional investment until such time as

the monitoring report for the institution is approved by the

State Board of Education. Any institution that fails to make

satisfactory progress will not have its full institutional

investment restored. If all institutional investment funds are

not restored, any remaining funds shall be redistributed in

accordance with the board’s performance funding model.

(5) By October 1 of each year, the State Board of Education

shall submit to the Governor, the President of the Senate, and

the Speaker of the House of Representatives a report on the

previous year’s performance funding allocation which reflects

the rankings and award distributions.

(6) The State Board of Education shall adopt rules to

implement this section.

Section 14. Section 1012.731, Florida Statutes, is created
to read:

1012.731 The Florida Best and Brightest Teacher Scholarship

Program.—

(1) The Legislature recognizes that, second only to

parents, teachers play the most critical role in preparing

students to achieve a high level of academic performance. The

Legislature further recognizes that research has linked student

outcomes to a teacher’s own academic achievement. Therefore, it
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929 is the intent of the Legislature to designate teachers who have

930 achieved high academic standards during their own education as

931 Florida’s best and brightest teacher scholars.

932 (2) There is created the Florida Best and Brightest Teacher

933| Scholarship Program to be administered by the Department of

934 Education. Beginning in the 2015-2016 school year, categorical

935 funds may be appropriated, as provided in the General

936| Appropriations Act, to award scholarships to teachers who have

937| demonstrated a high level of academic achievement.

938 (3) The State Board of Education shall adopt rules to

939| dimplement the program, which must include, but are not limited

940 to:

941 (a) Timeframes and requirements for submitting reports.
942 (b) Eligibility criteria for receiving the scholarship.
943 (c) Requirements for distributing scholarship funds.
944 Section 15. This act shall take effect July 1, 2015.
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