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LEGISLATIVE ACTION
Senate . House
Comm: RCS
02/01/2016

Appropriations Subcommittee on Education (Gaetz) recommended the

following:
Senate Amendment (with title amendment)

Delete everything after the enacting clause
and insert:

Section 1. Section 1001.67, Florida Statutes, is created to
read:

1001.67 Distinguished Florida College System Program.—A

collaborative partnership is established between the State Board

of Education and the Legislature to recognize the excellence of

Florida’s highest-performing Florida College system
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(1) EXCELLENCE STANDARDS.—The following excellence

institutions.

standards are established for the program:

(a) A 150 percent-of-normal-time completion rate of 50

percent or higher, as calculated by the Division of Florida

Colleges.

(b) A 150 percent-of-normal-time completion rate for Pell

Grant recipients of 40 percent or higher, as calculated by the

Division of Florida Colleges.

(c) A retention rate of 70 percent or higher, as calculated

by the Division of Florida Colleges.

(d) A continuing education, or transfer, rate of 72 percent

or higher for students graduating with an associate of arts

degree, as reported by the Florida Education and Training

Placement Information Program (FETPIP).

(e) A licensure passage rate on the National Council

Licensure Examination for Registered Nurses (NCLEX-RN) of 90

percent or higher for first-time exam takers, as reported by the

Board of Nursing.

(f) A job placement or continuing education rate of 88

percent or higher for workforce programs, as reported by FETPIP.

(g) A time-to-degree for students graduating with an

associate of arts degree of 2.25 years or less for first-time-

in-college students with accelerated college credits, as

reported by the Southern Regional Education Board.
(2) DISTINGUISHED COLLEGE DESIGNATION.—The State Board of

Education shall designate each Florida College System

institution that meets five of the seven standards identified in

subsection (1) as a distinguished college.
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(3) DISTINGUISHED COLLEGE SUPPORT.—A Florida College System

institution designated as a distinguished college by the State

Board of Education is eligible for funding as specified in the

General Appropriations Act.

Section 2. Effective June 29, 2016, section 1004.935,

Florida Statutes, 1s amended to read:

1004.935 Adults with Disabilities Workforce Education Ritet
Program.—

(1) The Adults with Disabilities Workforce Education Pidet
Program is established in the Department of Education £hreugh

NEEESY
T OLrre

30-—2636+ in Hardee, DeSoto, Manatee, and Sarasota Counties
to provide the option of receiving a scholarship for instruction
at private schools for up to 30 students who:

(a) Have a disability;

(b) Are 22 years of age;

(c) Are receiving instruction from an instructor in a
private school to meet the high school graduation requirements
in s. 1002.3105(5) or s. 1003.4282;

(d) Do not have a standard high school diploma or a special
high school diploma; and

7

(e) Receive “supported employment services,” which means
employment that is located or provided in an integrated work
setting with earnings paid on a commensurate wage basis and for

which continued support is needed for job maintenance.

As used in this section, the term “student with a disability”
includes a student who is documented as having an intellectual
disability; a speech impairment; a language impairment; a

hearing impairment, including deafness; a visual impairment,
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including blindness; a dual sensory impairment; an orthopedic
impairment; another health impairment; an emotional or
behavioral disability; a specific learning disability,
including, but not limited to, dyslexia, dyscalculia, or
developmental aphasia; a traumatic brain injury; a developmental
delay; or autism spectrum disorder.

(2) A student participating in the pitet program may
continue to participate in the program until the student
graduates from high school or reaches the age of 40 years,
whichever occurs first.

(3) Supported employment services may be provided at more
than one site.

(4) The provider of supported employment services must be a
nonprofit corporation under s. 501 (c) (3) of the Internal Revenue
Code which serves Hardee County, DeSoto County, Manatee County,
or Sarasota County and must contract with a private school in
this state which meets the requirements in subsection (5).

(5) A private school that participates in the pitet program
may be sectarian or nonsectarian and must:

(a) Be academically accountable for meeting the educational
needs of the student by annually providing to the provider of
supported employment services a written explanation of the
student’s progress.

(b) Comply with the antidiscrimination provisions of 42
U.s.C. s. 2000d.

(c) Meet state and local health and safety laws and codes.

(d) Provide to the provider of supported employment
services all documentation required for a student’s

participation, including the private school’s and student’s fee
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schedules, at least 30 days before any quarterly scholarship
payment is made for the student. A student is not eligible to
receive a quarterly scholarship payment if the private school

fails to meet this deadline.

The inability of a private school to meet the requirements of
this subsection constitutes a basis for the ineligibility of the
private school to participate in the pitet program.

(6) (a) If the student chooses to participate in the pitet
program and is accepted by the provider of supported employment
services, the student must notify the Department of Education of
his or her acceptance into the program 60 days before the first
scholarship payment and before participating in the pitet
program in order to be eligible for the scholarship.

(b) Upon receipt of a scholarship warrant, the student or
parent to whom the warrant is made must restrictively endorse
the warrant to the provider of supported employment services for
deposit into the account of the provider. The student or parent
may not designate any entity or individual associated with the
participating provider of supported employment services as the
student’s or parent’s attorney in fact to endorse a scholarship
warrant. A participant who fails to comply with this paragraph
forfeits the scholarship.

(7) Funds for the scholarship shall be provided from the
appropriation from the school district’s Workforce Development
Fund in the General Appropriations Act for students who reside
in the Hardee County School District, the DeSoto County School

District, the Manatee County School District, or the Sarasota

County School District. buring—the pilotprograms The
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scholarship amount granted for an eligible student with a
disability shall be equal to the cost per unit of a full-time
equivalent adult general education student, multiplied by the
adult general education funding factor, and multiplied by the
district cost differential pursuant to the formula required by
s. 1011.80(6) (a) for the district in which the student resides.

(8) Upon notification by the Department of Education that
it has received the required documentation, the Chief Financial
Officer shall make scholarship payments in four equal amounts no
later than September 1, November 1, February 1, and April 1 of
each academic year in which the scholarship is in force. The
initial payment shall be made after the Department of Education
verifies that the student was accepted into the pitet program,
and subsequent payments shall be made upon verification of
continued participation in the pitet program. Payment must be by
individual warrant made payable to the student or parent and
mailed by the Department of Education to the provider of
supported employment services, and the student or parent shall
restrictively endorse the warrant to the provider of supported
employment services for deposit into the account of that
provider.

(9) Subsequent to each scholarship payment, the Department
of Education shall request from the Department of Financial
Services a sample of endorsed warrants to review and confirm
compliance with endorsement regquirements.

Section 3. Effective July 1, 2016, and upon the expiration
of the amendment to section 1011.62, Florida Statutes, made by
chapter 2015-222, Laws of Florida, paragraphs (e) and (o) of

subsection (1), paragraph (a) of subsection (4), and present
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156 subsection (13) of that section are amended, present subsections
157 (13), (14), and (15) of that section are redesignated as

158 subsections (14), (15), and (16), respectively, and a new

159 |subsection (13) is added to that section, to read:

160 1011.62 Funds for operation of schools.—If the annual

161 allocation from the Florida Education Finance Program to each
162 |district for operation of schools is not determined in the

163 |annual appropriations act or the substantive bill implementing
164 the annual appropriations act, it shall be determined as

165 follows:

166 (1) COMPUTATION OF THE BASIC AMOUNT TO BE INCLUDED FOR

167 OPERATION.—The following procedure shall be followed in

168 |determining the annual allocation to each district for

169 |operation:

170 (e) Funding model for exceptional student education

171 |programs.—

172 l.a. The funding model uses basic, at-risk, support levels
173 IV and V for exceptional students and career Florida Education
174 Finance Program cost factors, and a guaranteed allocation for
175 exceptional student education programs. Exceptional education
176 cost factors are determined by using a matrix of services to
177 document the services that each exceptional student will

178 receive. The nature and intensity of the services indicated on
179 |the matrix shall be consistent with the services described in
180 |each exceptional student’s individual educational plan. The

181 Department of Education shall review and revise the descriptions
182 of the services and supports included in the matrix of services

183 for exceptional students and shall implement those revisions

184 |before the beginning of the 2012-2013 school year.
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b. In order to generate funds using one of the two weighted
cost factors, a matrix of services must be completed at the time
of the student’s initial placement into an exceptional student
education program and at least once every 3 years by personnel
who have received approved training. Nothing listed in the
matrix shall be construed as limiting the services a school
district must provide in order to ensure that exceptional
students are provided a free, appropriate public education.

c. Students identified as exceptional, in accordance with
chapter 6A-6, Florida Administrative Code, who do not have a
matrix of services as specified in sub-subparagraph b. shall
generate funds on the basis of full-time-equivalent student
membership in the Florida Education Finance Program at the same
funding level per student as provided for basic students.
Additional funds for these exceptional students will be provided
through the guaranteed allocation designated in subparagraph 2.

2. For students identified as exceptional who do not have a
matrix of services and students who are gifted in grades K
through 8, there is created a guaranteed allocation to provide
these students with a free appropriate public education, in
accordance with s. 1001.42(4) (1) and rules of the State Board of
Education, which shall be allocated initially ammgatty to each
school district in the amount provided in the General
Appropriations Act. These funds shall be supplemental 4w
additieon to the funds appropriated for the basic funding level

+ardant moamih~nr a2 .
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Finanee—Program, and the amount allocated for each school

district shall met be recalculated once during the year, based

on actual student membership from the October FTE survey. Upon
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recalculation, if the generated allocation is greater than the

amount provided in the General Appropriations Act, the total

shall be prorated to the level of the appropriation based on

each district’s share of the total recalculated amount. These

funds shall be used to provide special education and related

services for exceptional students and students who are gifted in

grades K through 8. Regianing—with—+the 2007-2008Ffiseal—year; A
district’s expenditure of funds from the guaranteed allocation
for students in grades 9 through 12 who are gifted may not be
greater than the amount expended during the 2006-2007 fiscal
year for gifted students in grades 9 through 12.

(0) Calculation of additional full-time equivalent
membership based on successful completion of a career-themed
course pursuant to ss. 1003.491, 1003.492, and 1003.493, or
courses with embedded CAPE industry certifications or CAPE
Digital Tool certificates, and issuance of industry
certification identified on the CAPE Industry Certification
Funding List pursuant to rules adopted by the State Board of
Education or CAPE Digital Tool certificates pursuant to s.
1003.4203.—

l.a. A value of 0.025 full-time equivalent student
membership shall be calculated for CAPE Digital Tool
certificates earned by students in elementary and middle school
grades.

b. A value of 0.1 or 0.2 full-time equivalent student
membership shall be calculated for each student who completes a
course as defined in s. 1003.493(1) (b) or courses with embedded
CAPE industry certifications and who is issued an industry

certification identified annually on the CAPE Industry
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Certification Funding List approved under rules adopted by the
State Board of Education. A value of 0.2 full-time equivalent
membership shall be calculated for each student who is issued a
CAPE industry certification that has a statewide articulation
agreement for college credit approved by the State Board of
Education. For CAPE industry certifications that do not
articulate for college credit, the Department of Education shall
assign a full-time equivalent value of 0.1 for each
certification. Middle grades students who earn additional FTE
membership for a CAPE Digital Tool certificate pursuant to sub-
subparagraph a. may not use the previously funded examination to
satisfy the requirements for earning an industry certification
under this sub-subparagraph. Additional FTE membership for an
elementary or middle grades student may shald not exceed 0.1 for
certificates or certifications earned within the same fiscal
year. The State Board of Education shall include the assigned
values on the CAPE Industry Certification Funding List under
rules adopted by the state board. Such value shall be added to

the total full-time equivalent student membership for grades 6

through 12 in the subsequent year fer—eceourses—that were not
provided—through dual—enreollment. CAPE industry certifications
earned through dual enrollment must be reported and funded

pursuant to s. 1011.80. However, if a student earns a

certification through a dual enrollment course and the

certification i1s not a fundable certification on the

postsecondary certification funding list, or the dual enrollment

certification is earned as a result of an agreement between a

school district and a nonpublic postsecondary institution, the

bonus value shall be funded in the same manner as other nondual
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enrollment course industry certifications. In such cases, the

school district may provide for an agreement between the high

school and the technical center, or the school district and the

postsecondary institution may enter into an agreement for

equitable distribution of the bonus funds.

c. A value of 0.3 full-time equivalent student membership
shall be calculated for student completion of the courses and
the embedded certifications identified on the CAPE Industry
Certification Funding List and approved by the commissioner
pursuant to ss. 1003.4203(5) (a) and 1008.44.

d. A value of 0.5 full-time equivalent student membership
shall be calculated for CAPE Acceleration Industry
Certifications that articulate for 15 to 29 college credit
hours, and 1.0 full-time equivalent student membership shall be
calculated for CAPE Acceleration Industry Certifications that
articulate for 30 or more college credit hours pursuant to CAPE
Acceleration Industry Certifications approved by the
commissioner pursuant to ss. 1003.4203(5) (b) and 1008.44.

2. Each district must allocate at least 80 percent of the
funds provided for CAPE industry certification, in accordance
with this paragraph, to the program that generated the funds.
This allocation may not be used to supplant funds provided for
basic operation of the program.

3. For CAPE industry certifications earned in the 2013-2014
school year and in subsequent years, the school district shall
distribute to each classroom teacher who provided direct
instruction toward the attainment of a CAPE industry
certification that qualified for additional full-time equivalent

membership under subparagraph 1.:
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a. A bonus in—the—ameunt of $25 for each student taught by
a teacher who provided instruction in a course that led to the
attainment of a CAPE industry certification on the CAPE Industry
Certification Funding List with a weight of 0.1.

b. A bonus im—the—-ameount of $50 for each student taught by
a teacher who provided instruction in a course that led to the

attainment of a CAPE industry certification on the CAPE Industry

Certification Funding List with a weight of 0.2+—%6-3+—06-5+——and
1-0.
c. A bonus of $75 for each student taught by a teacher who

provided instruction in a course that led to the attainment of a

CAPE industry certification on the CAPE Industry Certification

Funding List with a weight of 0.3.
d. A bonus of $100 for each student taught by a teacher who

provided instruction in a course that led to the attainment of a

CAPE industry certification on the CAPE Industry Certification

Funding List with a weight of 0.5 or 1.0.

Bonuses awarded pursuant to this paragraph shall be provided to
teachers who are employed by the district in the year in which
the additional FTE membership calculation is included in the
calculation. Bonuses shall be calculated based upon the
associated weight of a CAPE industry certification on the CAPE
Industry Certification Funding List for the year in which the

certification is earned by the student. Any bonus awarded to a

teacher under this paragraph may—not—execeedS$2-000inanygiven
sehoot—year—and 1s in addition to any regular wage or other
bonus the teacher received or is scheduled to receive.

(4) COMPUTATION OF DISTRICT REQUIRED LOCAL EFFORT.—The
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Legislature shall prescribe the aggregate required local effort
for all school districts collectively as an item in the General
Appropriations Act for each fiscal year. The amount that each
district shall provide annually toward the cost of the Florida
Education Finance Program for kindergarten through grade 12
programs shall be calculated as follows:

(a) Estimated taxable value calculations.—

l.a. Not later than 2 working days before prier—te July 19,
the Department of Revenue shall certify to the Commissioner of
Education its most recent estimate of the taxable value for
school purposes in each school district and the total for all
school districts in the state for the current calendar year
based on the latest available data obtained from the local
property appraisers. The value certified shall be the taxable
value for school purposes for that year, and no further
adjustments shall be made, except those made pursuant to
paragraphs (c) and (d), or an assessment roll change required by
final judicial decisions as specified in paragraph (15) (b)
4+4)b). Not later than July 19, the Commissioner of Education
shall compute a millage rate, rounded to the next highest one
one-thousandth of a mill, which, when applied to 96 percent of
the estimated state total taxable value for school purposes,
would generate the prescribed aggregate required local effort
for that year for all districts. The Commissioner of Education
shall certify to each district school board the millage rate,
computed as prescribed in this subparagraph, as the minimum
millage rate necessary to provide the district required local
effort for that year.

b. The General Appropriations Act shall direct the
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computation of the statewide adjusted aggregate amount for
required local effort for all school districts collectively from
ad valorem taxes to ensure that no school district’s revenue
from required local effort millage will produce more than 90
percent of the district’s total Florida Education Finance
Program calculation as calculated and adopted by the
Legislature, and the adjustment of the required local effort
millage rate of each district that produces more than 90 percent
of its total Florida Education Finance Program entitlement to a
level that will produce only 90 percent of its total Florida
Education Finance Program entitlement in the July calculation.

2. On the same date as the certification in sub-
subparagraph l.a., the Department of Revenue shall certify to
the Commissioner of Education for each district:

a. Each year for which the property appraiser has certified
the taxable value pursuant to s. 193.122(2) or (3), 1if
applicable, since the prior certification under sub-subparagraph
l.a.

b. For each year identified in sub-subparagraph a., the
taxable value certified by the appraiser pursuant to s.
193.122(2) or (3), 1if applicable, since the prior certification
under sub-subparagraph l.a. This is the certification that
reflects all final administrative actions of the value
adjustment board.

(13) FEDERALLY CONNECTED STUDENT SUPPLEMENT.—The federally

connected student supplement is created to provide supplemental

funding for school districts to support the education of

students connected with federally owned military installations,

National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) real
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property, and Indian lands. To be eligible for this supplement,

the district must be eligible for federal Impact Aid Program
funds under s. 8003 of Title VIII of the Elementary and

Secondary Education Act of 1965. The supplement shall be

allocated annually to each eligible school district in the

amount provided in the General Appropriations Act. The

supplement shall be the sum of the student allocation and an

exempt property allocation.

(a) The student allocation shall be calculated based on the

number of students reported for federal Impact Aid Program

funds, including students with disabilities, who meet one of the

following criteria:

1. The student has a parent who is on active duty in the

uniformed services or is an accredited foreign government

official and military officer. Students with disabilities shall

also be reported separately for this category.

2. The student resides on eligible federally owned Indian

land. Students with disabilities shall also be reported

separately for this category.

3. The student resides with a civilian parent who lives or

works on eligible federal property connected with a military

installation or NASA. The number of these students shall be

multiplied by a factor of 0.5.

(b) The total number of federally connected students

calculated under paragraph (a) shall be multiplied by a

percentage of the base student allocation as provided in the

General Appropriations Act. The total of the number of students

with disabilities as reported separately under subparagraphs

(a)l. and (a)2. shall be multiplied by an additional percentage
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of the base student allocation as provided in the General

Appropriations Act. The base amount and the amount for students

with disabilities shall be summed to provide the student

allocation.

(c) The exempt property allocation shall be equal to the

tax-exempt value of federal impact aid lands reserved as

military installations, real property owned by NASA, or eligible

federally owned Indian lands located in the district, as of

January 1 of the previous year, multiplied by the millage
authorized and levied under s. 1011.71(2).
(14) 433> QUALITY ASSURANCE GUARANTEE.—The Legislature may

annually in the General Appropriations Act determine a
percentage increase in funds per K-12 unweighted FTE as a
minimum guarantee to each school district. The guarantee shall
be calculated from prior year base funding per unweighted FTE
student which shall include the adjusted FTE dollars as provided
in subsection (15) +3#4), quality guarantee funds, and actual
nonvoted discretionary local effort from taxes. From the base
funding per unweighted FTE, the increase shall be calculated for
the current year. The current year funds from which the
guarantee shall be determined shall include the adjusted FTE
dollars as provided in subsection (15) +#4) and potential
nonvoted discretionary local effort from taxes. A comparison of
current year funds per unweighted FTE to prior year funds per
unweighted FTE shall be computed. For those school districts
which have less than the legislatively assigned percentage
increase, funds shall be provided to guarantee the assigned
percentage increase in funds per unweighted FTE student. Should

appropriated funds be less than the sum of this calculated
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amount for all districts, the commissioner shall prorate each
district’s allocation. This provision shall be implemented to
the extent specifically funded.

Section 4. Effective July 1, 2016, and upon the expiration
of the amendment to section 1011.71, Florida Statutes, made by
chapter 2015-222, Laws of Florida, subsection (1) of that
section is amended to read:

1011.71 District school tax.—

(1) If the district school tax is not provided in the
General Appropriations Act or the substantive bill implementing
the General Appropriations Act, each district school board

desiring to participate in the state allocation of funds for

current operation as prescribed by s. 1011.62(15) s—3033+-6214

shall levy on the taxable value for school purposes of the

district, exclusive of millage voted under the—provisiens—eoef s.

9(b) or s. 12, Art. VII of the State Constitution, a millage
rate not to exceed the amount certified by the commissioner as
the minimum millage rate necessary to provide the district
required local effort for the current year, pursuant to s.
1011.62(4) (a)l. In addition to the required local effort millage
levy, each district school board may levy a nonvoted current
operating discretionary millage. The Legislature shall prescribe
annually in the appropriations act the maximum amount of millage
a district may levy.

Section 5. Except as otherwise expressly provided in this

act, this act shall take effect July 1, 2016.

And the title is amended as follows:
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475 Delete everything before the enacting clause
476 and insert:
477 A bill to be entitled
478 An act relating to education; creating s. 1001.67,
479 F.S.; establishing a collaboration between the state
480 board and the Legislature to designate certain Florida
481 College System institutions as distinguished colleges;
482 specifying standards for the designation; requiring
483 the state board to award the designation to certain
484 Florida College System institutions; providing that
485 the designated institutions are eligible for funding
486 as specified in the General Appropriations Act;
487 amending s. 1004.935, F.S.; deleting the scheduled
488 termination of the Adults with Disabilities Workforce
489 Education Pilot Program; changing the name of the
490 program to the “Adults with Disabilities Workforce
491 Education Program”; amending s. 1011.62, F.S.;
492 revising the calculation for certain supplemental
493 funds for exceptional student education programs;
494 requiring the funds to be prorated under certain
495 circumstances; revising the funding of full-time
496 equivalent values for students who earn CAPE industry
497 certifications through dual enrollment; deleting a
498 provision prohibiting a teacher’s bonus from exceeding
499 a specified amount; creating a federally connected
500 student supplement for school districts; specifying
501 eligibility requirements and calculations for
502 allocations of the supplement; amending s. 1011.71,
503 F.S.; conforming a cross-reference; providing
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504 effective dates.
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