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Florida Senate - 2016 SJR 1254

By Senator Joyner

19-01558-16 20161254
Senate Joint Resolution
A joint resolution proposing amendments to Sections
16, 20, and 21 of Article III and the creation of a
new section in Article XII of the State Constitution
to reassign responsibility for establishing state
senatorial, state representative, and congressional
district boundaries from the Legislature to an

independent commission.

Be It Resolved by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

That the following amendments to Sections 16, 20, and 21 of
Article III and the creation of a new section in Article XII of
the State Constitution are agreed to and shall be submitted to
the electors of this state for approval or rejection at the next
general election or at an earlier special election specifically
authorized by law for that purpose:

ARTICLE TIIT
LEGISLATURE
SECTION 16. Legislative and congressional redistricting;

independent commission appertieonment.—
(a) INDEPENDENT COMMISSION.

(1) The legislature shall provide by general law for the

appointment of an independent commission on legislative and

congressional redistricting in the year following each decennial

census. The commission shall be composed of registered electors

who reside in the state, have been registered with the same

political party or have had no party affiliation for the

previous five years, and have voted in each of the previous two

statewide general elections. The number of commission members

shall be provided by general law. While a commission member, and

during the five years preceding his or her appointment, a
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commission member must not:

a. Serve as an officer, candidate for elected office, or

employee of the federal government or state government, or a

political subdivision or agency thereof, except for military

service;

b. Serve as an officer or employee of, or otherwise be

remunerated by, a political party or political committee;

c. Be employed or otherwise remunerated as a lobbyist to

influence or attempt to influence an officer or employee of the

federal government or state government, or a political

subdivision or agency thereof;

d. Have a financial relationship as provided by general law

with a person disqualified under this paragraph from membership

on the commission; or

e. Be disqualified from membership on the commission

pursuant to any restriction provided by general law to protect

the independence of the commission.

(2) At the time and in the manner provided by general law:

a. From among the qualified applicants for commission

membership, the auditor general shall randomly select a pool of

candidates, the number of which shall be provided by general

law, two-thirds of whom shall be equally divided among

registered electors of major political parties and one-third of

whom shall be registered electors of minor political parties and

registered electors who have no party affiliation. The pool of

candidates shall be selected in a manner that provides for

geographic balance to ensure statewide representation. The

auditor general shall submit the pool of selected candidates to

the legislature.
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b. A majority leader and minority leader selected from

among the membership of the senate in accordance with its rules

of procedure and a majority leader and minority leader selected

from among the membership of the house of representatives in

accordance with its rules of procedure shall each be authorized

to eliminate an equal number of candidates from the pool

submitted by the auditor general until the number of remaining

candidates does not allow each of the majority and minority

leaders to eliminate a candidate and, after such elimination,

leaves remaining in the pool at least twice the total number of

members of the commission.

c. After the majority and minority leaders of the

legislature have eliminated candidates from the pool, the

auditor general shall randomly select the commission members,

two-thirds of whom shall be equally divided among registered

electors of major political parties and one-third of whom shall

be registered electors of minor political parties and registered

electors who have no party affiliation.
(b)4=) LEGISLATIVE AND CONGRESSIONAL SENATORFAL—AND
REPRESENTATEYE DISTRICTS. Before adjournment sine die of the

gre—at—+ts regular session of the legislature in the

second year following each decennial census, the independent

commission by—TFeint—resetuwtieny shall file with the custodian of

state records redistricting plans that establish appertion—the

state 1in accordance with the constitution of the state and of
the United States: inte
(1) Not less than thirty nor more than forty consecutively

numbered senatorial districts of either contiguous, overlapping,

or identical territory;—and—3nte
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91 (2) Not less than eighty nor more than one hundred twenty
92 consecutively numbered representative districts of either
93| contiguous, overlapping, or identical territory; and

94 (3) The number, as received by the state in accordance with

95 federal law, of consecutively numbered congressional districts

96 of either contiguous, overlapping, or identical territory.
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103 apportieonment-
104 (c)r FAILURE OF INDEPENDENT COMMISSION EEGEFSEATURE TO

105 ESTABLISH DISTRICTS ARPORTION; JUDICIAL REDISTRICTING
106| REAPPORTIONMENT. In the event the independent commission fails

107 to file with the custodian of state records a redistricting plan

108 establishing district boundaries within the time required by

ot n £+
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111| e=ppertienment, the attorney general shall, within five days,
112| petition the supreme court of the state to make such

113| redistricting appertiemment. No later than the sixtieth day

114 after the filing of such petition, the supreme court shall file

115| with the custodian of state records an order making such

116| redistricting appeortieonment.

117 (d)4e) JUDICIAL REVIEW OF REDISTRICTING APRPORTIONMENT.

118| Within fifteen days after the independent commission files with

119| the custodian of state records a redistricting plan passage—of
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, The attorney general
121 shall petition the supreme court of the state for a declaratory

122 Jjudgment determining the wvalidity of the redistricting

123| appertienmernt. The supreme court, in accordance with its rules,
124 shall permit adversary interests to present their views and,
125| within thirty days after f£xem the filing of the petition, shall
126| enter its judgment.

127 (e) 4 EFFECT OF JUDGMENT IN REDISTRICTING APRPPORTIONMENT-

128 EXFRACRBINARY APPORTIONMENTSESSTON. A judgment of the supreme

129| court of the state determining the redistricting appertionmernt
130 to be valid shall be binding upon all +he citizens of the state.

131 Should the supreme court determine that the redistricting

132| oppeortienment made by the independent commission tegistature is
133 invalid, the court shall remand the redistricting plan to the

134 independent commission. Within twenty days, the independent

135| commission shall revise the redistricting plan, geverrer—by
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139| adept—a—Teoint—resotutionof appertieonment conforming the
140 redistricting to the judgment of the supreme court, and file the

141 revised redistricting plan with the custodian of state records.

142 (f)4e) JUDICIAL EXTRAORDINARY APPORTIONMENT SESSTION: REVIEW

143 OF REVISED REDISTRICTING APPORTIONMENT. Within fifteen days

144 after the independent commission files the revised redistricting

145| plan with the custodian of state records adjeourament—of—an

146| extroordinaryapportionment—sessien, the attorney general shall

147 file a petition in the supreme court of the state setting forth

148 the revised redistricting plan appertienment—reselution adepted
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after receiving the petition of the attorney general,
the custodian of state records an order making such
redistricting appertienment.

SECTION 20.

Standards for establishing congressional
district boundaries.—In establishing congressional district
boundaries:

(a) No redistricting appertienment plan or individual

district shall be drawn with the intent to favor or disfavor a

political party or an incumbent; and districts shall not be
drawn with the intent or result of denying or abridging the
equal opportunity of racial or language minorities to
participate in the political process or to diminish their
ability to elect representatives of their choice; and districts
shall consist of contiguous territory.

(b)

conflicts with the standards in subsection

Unless compliance with the standards in this subsection

(a)

districts shall be as nearly equal in population as is

or with federal

law,
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practicable; districts shall be compact; and districts shall,
where feasible, utilize existing political and geographical
boundaries.

(c) The order in which the standards within subsections (a)
and (b) of this section are set forth shall not be read to
establish any priority of one standard over the other within
that subsection.

SECTION 21. Standards for establishing legislative district
boundaries.—In establishing legislative district boundaries:

(a) No redistricting appertienment plan or district shall

be drawn with the intent to favor or disfavor a political party
or an incumbent; and districts shall not be drawn with the
intent or result of denying or abridging the equal opportunity
of racial or language minorities to participate in the political
process or to diminish their ability to elect representatives of
their choice; and districts shall consist of contiguous
territory.

(b) Unless compliance with the standards in this subsection
conflicts with the standards in subsection (a) or with federal
law, districts shall be as nearly equal in population as is
practicable; districts shall be compact; and districts shall,
where feasible, utilize existing political and geographical
boundaries.

(c) The order in which the standards within subsections (a)
and (b) of this section are set forth shall not be read to
establish any priority of one standard over the other within
that subsection.

ARTICLE XIT
SCHEDULE
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207 Legislative and congressional redistricting.—The amendment

208 to Section 16 of Article III providing for the creation of an

209| independent commission on legislative and congressional

210| redistricting, and reassigning responsibility for establishing

211| legislative and congressional district boundaries from the

212 legislature to the independent commission, shall take effect

213| wupon approval by the electors and applies to any remedial

214 redistricting from the 2010 decennial census and all

215| redistricting for the 2020 decennial census and thereafter.

216 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the following statement be
217| placed on the ballot:

218 CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT

219 ARTICLE III, SECTIONS 16, 20, AND 21

220 ARTICLE XIT

221 LEGISLATIVE AND CONGRESSIONAL REDISTRICTING.—Proposing an

222 amendment to the State Constitution to reassign responsibility
223 for establishing state senatorial, state representative, and
224 congressional district boundaries from the Legislature to an
225 independent commission. The amendment provides qualifications
226 for commission members and the process by which commission

227 members are randomly selected by the Auditor General after

228 legislative leaders are authorized to eliminate a specified

229| number of candidates from the candidate pool.
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