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Florida Senate - 2016 SB 1318

By Senator Dean

5-00862A-16 20161318

A bill to be entitled
An act relating to shellfish regulations; amending s.
597.010, F.S.; defining terms; deleting a prohibition
against the harvesting by means other than hand tongs
of oysters from natural or artificial state reefs or
beds and of all shell fish in certain areas of
Apalachicola Bay; authorizing the Board of Trustees of
the Internal Improvement Trust Fund to allow the use
of a mechanical harvesting device to harvest shellfish
under aquaculture lease agreements in certain
circumstances; deleting conditions that apply to
approval by the department of certain harvesting of
shellfish in certain areas; authorizing conditions for
certain aquaculture lease agreements; authorizing
lessees or grantees who hold current aquaculture
leases to request modifications to their leases to
allow mechanical harvesting; authorizing the Board of
Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund to
approve the use of a mechanical harvesting device in
removing oysters and clams from shellfish leases;
revising penalties for violations; providing an

effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsection (18) of section 597.010, Florida

Statutes, 1is amended to read:

597.010 Shellfish regulation; leases.—

(18) HARVESTING SHELLFISH REMOVINGOY¥YSTERS—CEAMS;—0OR
MOSSELS FROM AQUACULTURE LEASES NATORAEREEES—FFCENSES—ETC—;
PENALTY .—

(a) As used in this subsection, the term:
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4. The guidelines and best management practices to be

followed by the lessee.

(d) Lessees or grantees who hold valid aquaculture leases

may request modifications of their lease agreements to include

special lease conditions for using mechanical harvesting

devices. Requests to use mechanical harvesting devices must be

submitted in writing to the department.

(e) The Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust

Fund may approve the use of mechanical harvesting devices to

harvest oysters and clams from shellfish leases. Leaseholders or

grantees of valid shellfish leases whose lease agreements or

grants do not specifically authorize the use of mechanical

harvesting devices may request authorization to use mechanical

harvesting devices. Requests to use mechanical harvesting

devices must be submitted in writing to the department.

(f) Any violation of this subsection paragraphr or of any

other statutes, rules, or conditions referenced in the
aquaculture lease agreement or in the shellfish lease agreement
is shall—be—econsidered a violation of the license and will shadd

result in revocation of the lease or a denial of use or future

use of a mechanical harvesting device.

Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2016.
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