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FINAL BILL ANALYSIS
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SPONSOR(S): Harrell 115 Y’s 2 N’s
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BILLS:

SUMMARY ANALYSIS
HB 241 passed the House on February 3, 2016, and subsequently passed the Senate on February 11, 2016.

The bill revises the membership of the Florida Children and Youth Cabinet (Cabinet). The Cabinet consists of
the Governor and 14 other members. These other members include the Secretary of the Department of
Children and Families, the Secretary of Juvenile Justice, the director of the Agency for Persons with
Disabilities, the director of the Office of Early Learning, the State Surgeon General, the Secretary of Health
Care Administration, the Commissioner of Education, the director of the Statewide Guardian Ad Litem Office,
the director of the Office of Child Abuse Prevention, and five members appointed by the Governor who
represent children and youth advocacy organizations.

The bill expands the total membership of the Cabinet to 16 by adding a superintendent of schools who is
appointed by the Governor. The bill changes the title of the ninth member of the Cabinet from “the director of
the Office of Child Abuse Prevention” to “the director of the Office of Adoption and Child Protection.”

The bill does not have a fiscal impact on state or local governments.

The bill was approved by the Governor on March 8, 2016, ch. 2016-19, L.O.F., and will become effective on
July 1, 2016.

This document does not reflect the intent or official position of the bill sponsor or House of Representatives.
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I. SUBSTANTIVE INFORMATION
A. EFFECT OF CHANGES:

The Florida Children and Youth Cabinet (Cabinet) was created in 2007.! The Florida Legislature found
a need to collaborate with the Governor to improve child and family outcomes in the state.> Among
other things, the Cabinet was created to enable state agencies and programs that serve children to
coordinate policy development and program implementation so services provided to children and youth
are planned, managed, and delivered in a holistic and integrated manner.®

The Cabinet is comprised of the Governor and 14 other members. These other members include the
Secretary of Children and Family Services, the Secretary of Juvenile Justice, the director of the Agency
for Persons with Disabilities, the director of the Office of Early Learning, the State Surgeon General, the
Secretary of Health Care Administration, the Commissioner of Education, the director of the Statewide
Guardian Ad Litem Office, the director of the Office of Child Abuse Prevention, and five members
representing children and youth advocacy organizations, who are not service providers and who are
appointed by the Governor.*

During the 2007 Legislative Session the Office of Child Abuse Prevention was renamed the Office of
Adoption and Child Protection. The name was changed to reflect the establishment of a comprehensive
statewide approach for the promotion of adoption, support of adoptive families, and prevention of child
abuse, abandonment, and neglect.’

Effect of the Bill

The bill expands the membership of the Cabinet to include the Governor and 15 other members. The
additional Cabinet position created by the bill will be a superintendent of schools who is appointed to
the Cabinet by the Governor.

Current law states that the “Cabinet shall consist of 14 members including the Governor and the
following persons . . . .” However, the law lists 14 specific members of the Cabinet in addition to the
Governor, bringing the total membership of the Cabinet to 15 members. The bill changes the total
membership figure to 16 members, thereby accounting for the member added by the bill and the
Governor.

The bill changes the title of the ninth Cabinet member from the “the director of the Office of Child Abuse
Prevention” to “director of the Office of Adoption and Child Protection” to conform to current law.®

[I. FISCAL ANALYSIS & ECONOMIC IMPACT STATEMENT

! Section 1, Ch. 2007-151, L.O.F.
Z Section 402.56(2)(b), F.S.

¥ Section 402.56(3)(a), F.S.

* Section 402.56(4), F.S.

> Section 1. Ch. 2007-124, L.O.F.
® Section 39.001(9), F.S.
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A. FISCAL IMPACT ON STATE GOVERNMENT:
1. Revenues:
None.
2. Expenditures:
None.
B. FISCAL IMPACT ON LOCAL GOVERNMENTS:
1. Revenues:
None.
2. Expenditures:
None.
C. DIRECT ECONOMIC IMPACT ON PRIVATE SECTOR:
None.
D. FISCAL COMMENTS:

None.

STORAGE NAME: h0241z.CIS PAGE: 3
DATE: March 11, 2016



