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A bill to be entitled
An act relating to the Child Care and Development
Block Grant Program; amending s. 39.201, F.S.;
providing an exception from a prohibition against the
use of information in the Department of Children and
Families central abuse hotline for employment
screening of certain child care personnel; amending s.
39.202, F.S.; expanding the list of entities that have
access to child abuse records for purposes of
approving providers of school readiness services;
amending s. 402.302, F.S.; revising the definition of
the term “screening” for purposes of child care
licensing requirements; amending s. 402.3057, F.S.;
clarifying individuals who are exempt from certain
refingerprinting or rescreening requirements; amending
s. 402.306, F.S.; requiring the Department of Children
and Families and local licensing agencies to
electronically post certain information relating to
child care and school readiness providers; amending s.
402.311, F.S.; requiring school readiness program
providers to provide the Department of Children and
Families or local licensing agencies with access to
facilities, personnel, and records for inspection
purposes; amending s. 402.319, F.S.; requiring certain
child care providers to submit an affidavit of
compliance with certain mandatory reporting
requirements; amending s. 409.1757, F.S.; clarifying
individuals who are exempt from certain
refingerprinting or rescreening requirements; amending
s. 435.07, F.S.; prohibiting removal or exemption from
disqualification from employment for any school

readiness provider personnel if registered as a sex
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offender or convicted of specified crimes; amending s.
1002.82, F.S.; revising the duties of the Office of
FEarly Learning of the Department of Education;
requiring the office to coordinate with the Department
of Children and Families and local licensing agencies
for inspections of school readiness program providers;
amending s. 1002.84, F.S.; revising provisions
relating to determination of child eligibility for
school readiness programs; revising requirements for
determining parent copayments for the programs;
amending s. 1002.87, F.S.; revising the prioritization
of participation in school readiness programs;
revising school readiness program eligibility
requirements for parents; amending s. 1002.88, F.S.;
revising requirements for school readiness program
providers; amending s. 1002.89, F.S.; providing for
additional uses of funds for school readiness

programs; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsection (6) of section 39.201, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

39.201 Mandatory reports of child abuse, abandonment, or
neglect; mandatory reports of death; central abuse hotline.—

(6) Information in the central abuse hotline may not be
used for employment screening, except as provided in s.

39.202(2) (a) and (h) or s. 402.302(15). Information in the

central abuse hotline and the department’s automated abuse
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information system may be used by the department, its authorized
agents or contract providers, the Department of Health, or
county agencies as part of the licensure or registration process
pursuant to ss. 402.301-402.319 and ss. 409.175-409.176.

Section 2. Paragraph (a) of subsection (2) of section
39.202, Florida Statutes, 1s amended to read:

39.202 Confidentiality of reports and records in cases of
child abuse or neglect.—

(2) Except as provided in subsection (4), access to such
records, excluding the name of the reporter which shall be
released only as provided in subsection (5), shall be granted
only to the following persons, officials, and agencies:

(a) Employees, authorized agents, or contract providers of
the department, the Department of Health, the Agency for Persons

with Disabilities, the Office of Early Learning, or county

agencies responsible for carrying out:

1. Child or adult protective investigations;

2. Ongoing child or adult protective services;

3. Early intervention and prevention services;

4. Healthy Start services;

5. Licensure or approval of adoptive homes, foster homes,
child care facilities, facilities licensed under chapter 393, e

family day care homes, er—infeormat—echita—eare providers who

receive school readiness funding under part VI of chapter 1002,

or other homes used to provide for the care and welfare of
children; or

6. Services for victims of domestic violence when provided
by certified domestic violence centers working at the

department’s request as case consultants or with shared clients.
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Also, employees or agents of the Department of Juvenile Justice
responsible for the provision of services to children,

and 985.

pursuant
to chapters 984
Florida

Section 3. Subsection

Statutes,

(15)

is amended to read:

of section 402.302,

402.302 Definitions.—As used in this chapter, the term:
(15)

of child care personnel,

“Screening” means the act of assessing the background

in accordance with state and federal

law, and volunteers and includes, but is not limited to:7

(a) Employment history checks, including documented

attempts to contact each employer that employed the applicant

within the preceding 5 years and documentation of the findings.

(b) A search of the criminal history records, sexual

predator and sexual offender registry, and child abuse and

neglect registry of any state in which the applicant resided

during the preceding 5 years.

An applicant must submit a full set of fingerprints to the

department or to a wvendor,
s. 943.053(13).

an entity, or an agency authorized by

The department, vendor, entity, or agency shall

P T B2 2N 2 e

s—eheeks—+throuvgh the Department of Law Enforcement for

state processing, and the Department of Law Enforcement shall

forward the fingerprints to;—and—federaleriminal records—echeecks

£hreugh the Federal Bureau of Investigation for national

processing.
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Section 4. Section 402.3057, Florida Statutes, 1is amended
to read:
402.3057 Individuals Persens not required to be
refingerprinted or rescreened.—Individuals Anyprovisiteon—-of—taw
to—the —econtrarvaobtwithstonding—uman—resegree—perseanet who

have been fingerprinted or screened pursuant to chapters 393,

A+ K A 1 + + 1
394, 397, 402, and 409, anpd—teachersand noninstructionat
noranmnnn~l Wk haxz =N PN S IR SNV NE VS CNE N BN~ B~ T SR T I NEZNE SR oaharmt+t A~y 107D
tJC.LLJ\JllllCL WIT TV O O TTT J_Lll\jCJ_tJ_LLlll,C\A tJLA.LLJLA(.ALlll, jawy \./LlutJl,C_L [ S W 7

who have not been unemployed for more than 90 days thereafter,
and who under the penalty of perjury attest to the completion of
such fingerprinting or screening and to compliance with the
provisions of this section and the standards for good moral
character as contained in such provisions as ss. 110.1127(2) (c),
393.0655(1), 394.457(6), 397.451, 402.305(2), and 409.175(6),
are shatdt not be required to be refingerprinted or rescreened in
order to comply with any earetaker screening or fingerprinting

requirements of this chapter.

Section 5. Subsection (3) of section 402.306, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

402.306 Designation of licensing agency; dissemination by
the department and local licensing agency of information on
child care.—

(3) The department and local licensing agencies, or the
designees thereof, shall be responsible for coordination and
dissemination of information on child care to the community and

shall make available through electronic means uwpern—reguwest all

licensing standards and procedures, health and safety standards

for school readiness providers, monitoring and inspection

reports, and inp—additien—%te the names and addresses of licensed

Page 5 of 17

CODING: Words strieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




149
150
151
152
153
154
155
156
157
158
159
160
161
162
163
164
165
166
167
168
169
170
171
172
173
174
175
176
177

Florida Senate - 2016 SB 7058

581-02943-16 20167058

child care facilities, school readiness program providers, and,

where applicable pursuant to s. 402.313, licensed or registered

family day care homes. This information must also include the

number of deaths, serious injuries, and instances of

substantiated child abuse which have occurred in child care

settings each year; research and best practices in child

development; and resources regarding social-emotional

development, parent and family engagement, healthy eating, and

physical activity.

Section 6. Section 402.311, Florida Statutes, 1s amended to
read:

402.311 Inspection.—

(1) A licensed child care facility shall accord to the
department or the local licensing agency, whichever is
applicable, the privilege of inspection, including access to
facilities and personnel and to those records required in s.

402.305, at reasonable times during regular business hours, to

ensure compliance with £he—provisiens—ef ss. 402.301-402.319.
The right of entry and inspection shall also extend to any
premises which the department or local licensing agency has
reason to believe are being operated or maintained as a child
care facility without a license, but no such entry or inspection
of any premises shall be made without the permission of the
person in charge thereof unless a warrant is first obtained from

the circuit court authorizing such entry or inspection same. Any

application for a license or renewal made pursuant to this act
or the advertisement to the public for the provision of child
care as defined in s. 402.302 shall constitute permission for

any entry or inspection of the premises for which the license is
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sought in order to facilitate verification of the information
submitted on or in connection with the application. In the event
a licensed facility refuses permission for entry or inspection

to the department or local licensing agency, a warrant shall be

obtained from the circuit court authorizing entry or inspection

before same—p¥rier—+te such entry or inspection. The department or
local licensing agency may institute disciplinary proceedings
pursuant to s. 402.310+ for such refusal.

(2) A school readiness program provider shall accord to the

department or the local licensing agency, whichever is

applicable, the privilege of inspection, including access to

facilities, personnel, and records, to verify compliance with s.

1002.88. Entry, inspection, and issuance of an inspection report

by the department or the local licensing agency to verify

compliance with s. 1002.88 is an exercise of a discretionary

power to enforce compliance with the laws duly enacted by a

governmental body.

(3) The department’s issuance, transmittal, or publication

of an inspection report resulting from an inspection under this

section does not constitute agency action subject to chapter
120.

Section 7. Subsection (3) is added to section 402.319,
Florida Statutes, to read:
402.319 Penalties.—

(3) Each child care facility, family day care home, and

large family child care home shall annually submit an affidavit

of compliance with s. 39.201.

Section 8. Section 409.1757, Florida Statutes, is amended

to read:
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207 409.1757 Individuals Persens not required to be

208 refingerprinted or rescreened.—Individuals Any—taw—te—the

209| eontrary rnotwithstanding— human resoureepersennet who have been
210 fingerprinted or screened pursuant to chapters 393, 394, 397,

211 402, and this chapter, teachers who have been fingerprinted

212| pursuant to chapter 1012, and law enforcement officers who meet
213 the requirements of s. 943.13, who have not been unemployed for
214 more than 90 days thereafter, and who under the penalty of

215| perjury attest to the completion of such fingerprinting or

216| screening and to compliance with this section and the standards
217| for good moral character as contained in such provisions as ss.
218 110.1127(2) (c), 393.0655(1), 394.457(6), 397.451, 402.305(2),
219 409.175(6), and 943.13(7), are not required to be

220 refingerprinted or rescreened in order to comply with any

221| earektaker screening or fingerprinting requirements of this

222 chapter.

223 Section 9. Paragraph (c) is added to subsection (4) of

224 section 435.07, Florida Statutes, to read:

225 435.07 Exemptions from disqualification.—Unless otherwise
226| provided by law, the provisions of this section apply to

227 exemptions from disqualification for disqualifying offenses

228 revealed pursuant to background screenings required under this
229 chapter, regardless of whether those disqualifying offenses are
230 listed in this chapter or other laws.

231 (4)

232 (c) Disqualification from employment under this chapter may

233 not be removed from, nor may an exemption be granted to, any

234 current or prospective personnel of a provider receiving school

235 readiness funding under part VI of chapter 1002, if such person
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is registered as a sex offender as described in 42 U.S.C. s.

9858f (c) (1) (C) or has been convicted of crimes referenced in 42

U.S.C. s. 9858f. Such persons are disqualified from employment

with a school readiness provider regardless of any prior

exemptions from disqualification. Any person employed by a

school readiness provider on July 1, 2016, who has been granted

an exemption from disqualification must be rescreened no later

than August 1, 2016.

Section 10. Paragraph (i) of subsection (2) of section
1002.82, Florida Statutes, i1s amended, and paragraphs (s)
through (x) are added to that subsection, to read:

1002.82 Office of Early Learning; powers and duties.—

(2) The office shall:

(i) Enter into a memorandum of understanding with local

licensing agencies and bPewvelepr—3in—ecocordinatieon—with the Child

Care Services Program Office of the Department of Children and

Families for inspections of school readiness program providers

to monitor and verify compliance with s. 1002.88 and the health

and safety checklist adopted by the office. The provider

contract of a school readiness program provider that refuses

permission for entry or inspection shall be terminated. The——ard

adept—= health and safety checklist may fe—be—~completedby

n o ZOTAI
o T ORI

t—providers—thatdees not exceed the requirements

13 &
T CT

of s. 402.305 and the Child Care and Development Fund pursuant
to 45 C.F.R. part 98.

(s) Develop and implement strategies to increase the supply

and improve the quality of child care services for infants and

toddlers, children with disabilities, children who receive care

during nontraditional hours, children in underserved areas, and
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children in areas that have significant concentrations of

poverty and unemployment.

(t) Establish preservice and inservice training

requirements that address, at a minimum, school readiness child

development standards, health and safety requirements, and

social-emotional behavior intervention models, which may include

positive behavior intervention and support models.

(u) Establish standards for emergency preparedness plans

for school readiness program providers.

(v) Establish group sizes.

(w) Establish staff-to-children ratios that do not exceed
402.302(8) or (11) 402.305(4), as

for school readiness program providers.

the requirements of s. or s.

applicable,

(x) Establish eligibility criteria, including limitations

1002.87

based on income and family assets, in accordance with s.

and federal law.

Section 11. Subsections (7) and (8) of section 1002.84,

Florida Statutes, are amended to read:
1002.84 Early learning coalitions; school readiness powers
and duties.—FEach early learning coalition shall:

(7) Determine child eligibility pursuant to s. 1002.87 and
provider eligibility pursuant to s. 1002.88. At—=minimemys Child

eligibility must be redetermined annually. Redeterminationmust
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longer eligible for the school readiness program according to
the standard codes prescribed by the office.
(8) Establish a parent sliding fee scale that provides for
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reguires a parent copayment that is not a barrier to families

receiving te—partieipate—dn—+the school readiness program
services. Providers are required to collect the parent’s
copayment. A coalition may, on a case-by-case basis, waive the
copayment for an at-risk child or temporarily waive the

copayment for a child whose family’s income is at or below the

federal poverty level and whose family experiences a natural

disaster or an event that limits the parent’s ability to pay,
such as incarceration, placement in residential treatment, or
becoming homeless, or an emergency sSituation such as a household
fire or burglary, or while the parent is participating in
parenting classes. A parent may not transfer school readiness
program services to another school readiness program provider
until the parent has submitted documentation from the current
school readiness program provider to the early learning
coalition stating that the parent has satisfactorily fulfilled
the copayment obligation.

Section 12. Subsections (1), (4), (5), and (6) of section
1002.87, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

1002.87 School readiness program; eligibility and
enrollment.—

(1) FEfFffant1+7 N11ecaq P 201 r 1o IS z
s T U0

n r
A3 CLTrvC ITagao 7 O =3 AL ¥ S = e e v

@D
He
a
@D

12 NN

Py 144ty £

ah 1 ~h Axs
Wit

FEach early learning coalition shall give priority for
participation in the school readiness program as follows:

(a) Priority shall be given first to a child younger than
13 years of age from a family that includes a parent who is
receiving temporary cash assistance under chapter 414 and

subject to the federal work requirements.
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(b) Priority shall be given next to an at-risk child
younger than 9 years of age.

(c) Priority shall be given next to a child from birth to
the beginning of the school year for which the child is eligible
for admission to kindergarten in a public school under s.
1003.21(1) (a)2. who is from a working family that is
economically disadvantaged, and may include such child’s
eligible siblings, beginning with the school year in which the
sibling is eligible for admission to kindergarten in a public
school under s. 1003.21(1) (a)2. until the beginning of the
school year in which the sibling is eligible to begin 6th grade,
provided that the first priority for funding an eligible sibling

is local revenues available to the coalition for funding direct

services Hatratrar PN, A I 14 et rdar Eld o e m vgamn b e o

. ITIOWT VT 17y T |\ i e B By W 8 C_L_L\j_LLJ_LC | i W 5 e CITT 1O t—/u.Lu\j.LutJLl C o ThoTOo

+ 1 14 s ANEP v ey £ PP e Ao 2900

iy Ay \_,_L_I_y_l_)\_j_l_\_, J S T1T 15 A T J_L/Llll_L_L_Y LT T O OUTITT Ay A\ AL AW W ) \V v t/\./J_\./\./J.J.L./
£ +1 Fodaral oy 1 szl

e T [ S NIPR W B\ WP Sy @ R Yy t/UV\./J_L./

(d) Priority shall be given next to a child of a parent who
transitions from the work program into employment as described
in s. 445.032 from birth to the beginning of the school year for
which the child is eligible for admission to kindergarten in a
public school under s. 1003.21(1) (a)2.

(e) Priority shall be given next to an at-risk child who is
at least 9 years of age but younger than 13 years of age. An at-
risk child whose sibling is enrolled in the school readiness
program within an eligibility priority category listed in
paragraphs (a)-(c) shall be given priority over other children
who are eligible under this paragraph.

(f) Priority shall be given next to a child who is younger

than 13 years of age from a working family that is economically
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disadvantaged. A child who is eligible under this paragraph
whose sibling is enrolled in the school readiness program under

paragraph (c) shall be given priority over other children who

=
T

1
T

A
<

P

are eligible under this paragraph. Hewever;—a

T4
\4_I__I_\j_l_
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(g) Priority shall be given next to a child of a parent who
transitions from the work program into employment as described
in s. 445.032 who is younger than 13 years of age.

(h) Priority shall be given next to a child who has special
needs, has been determined eligible as a student with a
disability, has a current individual education plan with a
Florida school district, and is not younger than 3 years of age.
A special needs child eligible under this paragraph remains
eligible until the child is eligible for admission to
kindergarten in a public school under s. 1003.21(1) (a)Z2.

(1) Notwithstanding paragraphs (a)-(d), priority shall be
given last to a child who otherwise meets one of the eligibility
(a) = (d)

concurrently in the federal Head Start Program and the Voluntary

criteria in paragraphs but who is also enrolled
Prekindergarten Education Program.

(4) The parent of a child enrolled in the school readiness
program must notify the coalition or its designee within 10 days
income,

after any change in employment status, or family size or

failure to maintain attendance at a job training or educational

program in accordance with program requirements. Ypern

n sz + 1 = + alkh o
T T T

oA
cCC—

(5) A child whose eligibility priority category requires
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the child to be from a working family ceases to be eligible for
the school readiness program if a parent with whom the child

resides does not reestablish employment or resume attendance at

a job training or educational program within 90 €6 days after

becoming unemployed or ceasing to attend a job training or

educational program.

(6) Eligibility for each child must be reevaluated
annually. Upon reevaluation, a child may not continue to receive
school readiness program services if he or she has ceased to be

eligible under this section. A child who is ineligible due to a

parent’s job loss or cessation of job training or education

shall continue to receive school readiness program services for

at least 3 months to enable the parent to obtain employment.

(c), (d),
Florida Statutes,

Section 13. and (e) of subsection (1)

of section 1002.88,

Paragraphs
are amended to read:

1002.88 School readiness program provider standards;
eligibility to deliver the school readiness program.—

(1) To be eligible to deliver the school readiness program,
a school readiness program provider must:

(c) Provide basic health and safety of its premises and
facilities and compliance with requirements for age-appropriate
immunizations of children enrolled in the school readiness

program.

th
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1. For a provider that is licensed ehild——eare
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this subsection,

7

compliance with s. 402.305, s. , or s. 402.313 and

02.311,

I

as verified pursuant to s. satisfies

this requirement.

2. For a provider that is a registered family day care home
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or 1s not subject to licensure or registration by the Department

of Children and Families, compliance with this subsection, as

verified pursuant to s. 402.311, satisfies this requirement.

Upon such verification, the provider Fer—a—publiic—or nenpubiie
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(e) Employ child care personnel, as defined in s.

402.302(3), who have satisfied the screening requirements of

chapter 402 and fulfilled the training requirements of the
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Section 14. Paragraph (b) of subsection (6) and subsection
(7) of section 1002.89, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

1002.89 School readiness program; funding.—

(6) Costs shall be kept to the minimum necessary for the
efficient and effective administration of the school readiness
program with the highest priority of expenditure being direct
services for eligible children. However, no more than 5 percent

of the funds described in subsection (5) may be used for
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439 administrative costs and no more than 22 percent of the funds
440 described in subsection (5) may be used in any fiscal year for
441 any combination of administrative costs, quality activities, and
442| nondirect services as follows:
443 (b) Activities to improve the quality of child care as
444| described in 45 C.F.R. s. 98.51, which must sheald be limited to
445 the following:
446 1. Developing, establishing, expanding, operating, and
447 coordinating resource and referral programs specifically related
448 to the provision of comprehensive consumer education to parents

449| and the public to promote informed child care choices specified

450 in 45 C.F.R. s. 98.33 regarding partiecipatieonin—the sechool
451 | readiness—programandparental—echoiee.
452 2. Awarding grants and providing financial support to

453 school readiness program providers and their staff to assist

454 them in meeting applicable state requirements for child care
455| performance standards, implementing developmentally appropriate
456 curricula and related classroom resources that support

457 curricula, providing literacy supports, and providing continued
458| professional development and training. Any grants awarded

459| pursuant to this subparagraph shall comply with £he—reguirements
460| ef ss. 215.971 and 287.058.

461 3. Providing training, an& technical assistance, and

462 financial support to fer school readiness program providers and

463 their+ staff+ and parents on standards, child screenings, child

464 assessments, child development research and best practices,

465 developmentally appropriate curricula, character development,

466| teacher-child interactions, age—-appropriate discipline

467 practices, health and safety, nutrition, first aid,
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cardiopulmonary resuscitation, the recognition of communicable

diseases, and child abuse detection, an€ prevention, and
reporting.

4. Providing, from among the funds provided for the
activities described in subparagraphs 1.-3., adequate funding
for infants and toddlers as necessary to meet federal
requirements related to expenditures for quality activities for
infant and toddler care.

5. Improving the monitoring of compliance with, and
enforcement of, applicable state and local requirements as
described in and limited by 45 C.F.R. s. 98.40.

6. Responding to Warm-Line requests by providers and

parents related—to—sechool—readinessprogram—ehitdren, including
providing developmental and health screenings to school
readiness program children.

(7) Funds appropriated for the school readiness program may
not be expended for the purchase or improvement of land; for the
purchase, construction, or permanent improvement of any building
or facility; or for the purchase of buses. However, funds may be
expended for minor remodeling and upgrading of child care

facilities which is necessary for the administration of the

program and to ensure that providers meet state and local child

care standards, including applicable health and safety
requirements.

Section 15. This act shall take effect July 1, 2016.
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