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A bill to be entitled
An act relating to career and adult education;
amending s. 446.021, F.S.; redefining terms;
conforming provisions to changes made by the act;
amending s. 446.032, F.S.; conforming provisions to
changes made by the act; amending s. 446.045, F.S.;
revising the membership requirements for the State
Apprenticeship Advisory Council; amending s. 446.081,
F.S.; providing for construction; amending s. 446.091,
F.S.; conforming provisions to changes made by the
act; amending s. 446.092, F.S.; revising the
characteristics of an apprenticeable occupation;
amending s. 1003.435, F.S.; revising the requirements
for a candidate to take an examination for a high
school equivalency diploma after reaching the age of
16; amending s. 1004.015, F.S.; revising the
membership of the Higher Education Coordinating
Council; amending s. 1004.02, F.S.; revising the
definition of “applied technology diploma program”;
amending s. 1004.92, F.S.; revising the program
standards for career, adult, and community education
programs; providing for rulemaking; amending s.
1004.93, F.S.; deleting a reguirement that adult
education programs prioritize students based on
certain criteria; revising the academic requirements
for students to whom an adult education program must
provide academic services; requiring school districts
or colleges offering an adult high school or high

school equivalency diploma preparation program to
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offer an online option; deleting a requirement that
the State Board of Education define certain courses to
be funded by the developmental education program;
deleting the requirement that the state board
coordinate certain costs and standards for completion
of developmental education; deleting a provision
funding developmental education as an adult career
education program; deleting certain reporting
requirements for developmental education and lifelong
learning; deleting allocation requirements and certain
funding requirements for students in developmental
education; deleting the authority of Florida College
System institutions to review and reduce certain fees
for developmental education; deleting a restriction
that developmental education and lifelong learning
courses not generate credit toward certain college
degrees; amending s. 1008.44, F.S.; increasing the
maximum number of authorized CAPE Digital Tool
certificates; deleting a requirement that the CAPE
Industry Certification Funding List be updated solely
by the Chancellor of Career and Adult Education;
amending s. 1009.22, F.S.; revising tuition and fees
for specific workforce education programs; amending s.
1009.42, F.S.; revising the entities that must provide
a financial aid appeal process; reordering and
amending s. 1011.80, F.S.; requiring certain school
districts and Florida College System institutions to
maintain specified records; deleting the requirement

that funding for workforce education programs be based
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on certain categories and measures; revising
operational and performance funding calculation and
allocation for workforce education programs; requiring
operational funding to be provided to school districts
for workforce education programs; providing
calculations for cost categories; providing that
performance funding shall be contingent upon specific
appropriation; removing the requirement for
CareerSource Florida, Inc., to provide the Legislature
with certain recommendations for distributing
performance funds; deleting provisions relating to a
program to assist in responding to the needs of new
and expanding businesses; conforming provisions to
changes made by this act; creating s. 1011.802, F.S.;
creating the Florida Apprenticeship Grant Program to
provide grants to certain career centers and Florida
College System institutions; requiring the Division of
Career and Adult Education within the Department of
Education to administer the program; requiring
applications to the program to contain certain
projections and costs; requiring the department to
give priority to certain apprenticeship programs;
specifying purposes for which grant funds may be used;
requiring grant recipients to submit quarterly
reports; creating s. 1011.803, F.S.; creating the
Rapid Response Grant Program to provide grants for the
expansion or implementation of certain postsecondary
programs at career centers; providing requirements for

application for the grant; requiring grant recipients
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88 to submit quarterly reports; specifying purposes for
89 which grant funds may be used; requiring the
90 Department of Education to administer the program and
91 conduct annual analyses and assessments; providing an
92 effective date.

93
94 Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
95
96 Section 1. Subsections (2), (4), and (9) of section
97 446.021, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:
98 446.021 Definitions of terms used in ss. 446.011-446.092.—
99 As used in ss. 446.011-446.092, the term:
100 (2) “Apprentice” means a person at least 16 years of age
101| who is engaged in learning a recognized skilled trade through
102 actual work experience under the supervision of a journeyworker

103| Feuwrneymen—eraftsmen, which training should be combined with

104| properly coordinated studies of related technical and

105 supplementary subjects, and who has entered into a written

106 agreement, which may be cited as an apprentice agreement, with a
107 registered apprenticeship sponsor who may be either an employer,
108 an association of employers, or a local joint apprenticeship

109 committee.

110 (4) “Journeyworker Jewrmeymarn” means a worker recognized

111| within an industry as having mastered the skills and

112 competencies required for a specific trade or occupation. The

113 term includes a mentor, technician, specialist, or other skilled

114 worker who has sufficient skills and knowledge of an occupation,

115| either through formal apprenticeship or through practical on-

116| the-job experience and formal training persen—working—in—an
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(9) “Related instruction” means an organized and systematic
form of instruction designed to provide the apprentice with

knowledge of the theoretical and technical subjects related to a

specific trade or occupation. Such instruction may be given in a

classroom through occupational or industrial courses or outside

of a classroom through correspondence courses of equivalent

value, electronic media, or other forms of self-study approved

by the department.
Section 2. Subsection (1) of section 446.032, Florida

Statutes, is amended to read:

446.032 General duties of the department for apprenticeship
training.—The department shall:

(1) Establish uniform minimum standards and policies
governing apprentice programs and agreements. The standards and
policies shall govern the terms and conditions of the
apprentice’s employment and training, including the quality
training of the apprentice for, but not limited to, such matters

as ratios of apprentices to journeyworkers Jeurmeymern, safety,

related instruction, and on-the-job training; but these
standards and policies may not include rules, standards, or
guidelines that require the use of apprentices and job trainees
on state, county, or municipal contracts. The department may
adopt rules necessary to administer the standards and policies.
Section 3. Paragraph (b) of subsection (2) of section

446.045, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:
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446.045 State Apprenticeship Advisory Council.-—

(2)

(b) The Commissioner of Education or the commissioner’s
designee shall serve ex officio as chair of the State
Apprenticeship Advisory Council, but may not vote. The state
director of the Office of Apprenticeship of the United States
Department of Labor shall serve ex officio as a nonvoting member
of the council. The Governor shall appoint to the council four
members representing employee organizations and four members
representing employer organizations. Each of these eight members
shall represent industries that have registered apprenticeship
programs. The Governor shall also appoint two public members who
are knowledgeable about registered apprenticeship and

apprenticeable occupations and who are independent of any joint

or nonjoint organization—ene—ofwhomshall be recommendedby

reopFeoint—eorganizatieons. Members shall be appointed for 4-year

staggered terms. A vacancy shall be filled for the remainder of
the unexpired term.

Section 4. Subsection (4) is added to section 446.081,
Florida Statutes, to read:

446.081 Limitation.—

(4) Sections 446.011-446.092, rules adopted under those

sections, or apprentice agreements approved under those sections

may not operate to invalidate any special provision for

veterans, minority persons, or women relating to the standards,

apprentice qualifications, or operation of the program which is

not otherwise prohibited by law, executive order, or authorized

regulation.
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Section 5. Section 446.091, Florida Statutes, is amended to
read:
446.091 On-the-job training program.—All provisions of ss.
446.011-446.092 relating to apprenticeship and
preapprenticeship, including, but not limited to, programs,
agreements, standards, administration, procedures, definitions,
expenditures, local committees, powers and duties, limitations,
grievances, and ratios of apprentices and Jjob trainees to

journeyworkers Jewrpeymen on state, county, and municipal

contracts, shall be appropriately adapted and made applicable to
a program of on-the-job training authorized under those
provisions for persons other than apprentices.

Section 6. Section 446.092, Florida Statutes, is amended to
read:

446.092 Criteria for apprenticeship occupations.—An
apprenticeable occupation is a skilled trade that whieh
possesses all of the following characteristics:

(1) It is customarily learned in a practical way through a
structured, systematic program of on-the-job, supervised
training.

(2) It is clearly identified and commonly recognized

3z Sz

throughout an £he industry er—rececogrizedwith o positive view

(3) It involves manual, mechanical, or technical skills and

knowledge that, in accordance with the industry standards for

that occupation, would whieh require a minimum of 2,000 hours of

on-the-job work and training, which hours are excluded from the
time spent at related instruction.

(4) It requires related instruction to supplement on-the-
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(d) is added to that subsection, to read:

1004.015 Higher Education Coordinating Council.—

(2) Members of the council shall include:

(d) The Chancellor of Career and Adult Education.

Section 9. Subsection (7) of section 1004.02, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

1004.02 Definitions.—As used in this chapter:

(7) “Applied technology diploma program” means a course of
study that is part of a technical degree program, is less than
60 credit hours, and leads to employment in a specific
occupation. An applied technology diploma program consists may

eonsist of either techniecaleredit—or college credit and may be

offered by a public school district or a Florida College System

1
institution. A—pukblie sechoecl distriectmay offeran appltied

H

public schools and Florida College System institutions is
guaranteed by s. 1007.23, and is subject to guidelines and
standards adopted by the State Board of Education pursuant to
ss. 1007.24 and 1007.25.

Section 10. Paragraph (b) of subsection (2) of section
1004.92, Florida Statutes, is amended, and subsection (4) is
added to that section, to read:

1004.92 Purpose and responsibilities for career education.—

(2)

(b) Department of Education accountability for career
education includes, but is not limited to:

1. The provision of timely, accurate technical assistance
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262 to school districts and Florida College System institutions.
263 2. The provision of timely, accurate information to the
264 State Board of Education, the Legislature, and the public.
265 3. The development of policies, rules, and procedures that
266| facilitate institutional attainment of the accountability
267 standards and coordinate the efforts of all divisions within the
268 department.
269 4. The development of program standards and industry-driven
270 benchmarks for career, adult, and community education programs,

271 which must be updated every 3 years. The standards must reflect

272| the quality components of a career and technical education

273 program and include career, academic, and workplace skills;

274 viability of distance learning for instruction; and work/learn
275 cycles that are responsive to business and industry.

276 5. Overseeing school district and Florida College System
277 institution compliance with the provisions of this chapter.

278 6. Ensuring that the educational outcomes for the technical
279 component of career programs are uniform and designed to provide
280 a graduate who is capable of entering the workforce on an

281| equally competitive basis regardless of the institution of

282 choice.

283 (4) The State Board of Education shall adopt rules to

284 administer this section.

285 Section 11. Subsections (2) and (4) of section 1004.93,
286 Florida Statutes, are amended, present subsections (3) through
287 (9) of that section are redesignated as subsections (4) through
288 (10), respectively, and a new subsection (3) is added to that

289 section, to read:

290 1004.93 Adult general education.—
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(2) The adult education program must provide academic
n

services to studernts—3n—the follewing prieority:

(a) Students who demonstrate skills at tess than o Fifth
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basic literacy.

(b) Students who demenstrate skills at—the fifth grade

ard—whe are studying to achieve functional literacy.

(c) Students who are earning credit required for a high
school diploma or whe—a¥e preparing for the high school

equivalency examination. Each school district or Florida College

System institution that offers an adult high school or high

school equivalency diploma preparation program must offer at

least one online option that enables students to earn a standard

high school diploma or its equivalent.

(d) Students who have earned high school diplomas and
require specific improvement in order to:

1. Obtain or maintain employment or benefit from
certificate career education programs;

2. Pursue a postsecondary degree; or

3. Develop competence in the English language to qualify
for employment.

(3) The adult education program may provide academic

services to the following:

(a)4e)r Students who enroll in lifelong learning courses or

activities that seek to address community social and economic

issues that consist of health and human relations, government,
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motion, and color presentations; digital arts; cybersecurity;

and coding pursuant to s. 1003.4203(3) that do not articulate

for college credit. Such certificates shall be annually
identified on the CAPE Industry Certification Funding List and
vpdated—seotety by —the Choreettor of Carecer andAeittFdueation.
The certificates shall be made available to students in
elementary school and middle school grades and, if earned by a
student, shall be eligible for additional full-time equivalent
membership pursuant to s. 1011.62(1) (o)1.

Section 13. Paragraph (c) of subsection (3) of section
1009.22, Florida Statutes, is amended, present paragraphs (d)
and (e) of that subsection are redesignated as paragraphs (e)
and (f), respectively, and a new paragraph (d) is added to that
subsection, to read:

1009.22 Workforce education postsecondary student fees.—

(3)

(c) Effective July 1, 2014, for programs leading to a

teehnology—diploma, the

OF

career certificate er—an—apptie
standard tuition shall be $2.33 per contact hour for residents
and nonresidents and the out-of-state fee shall be $6.99 per
contact hour. For adult general education programs, a block
tuition of $45 per half year or $30 per term shall be assessed.
Each district school board and Florida College System
institution board of trustees shall adopt policies and
procedures for the collection of and accounting for the
expenditure of the block tuition. All funds received from the
block tuition shall be used only for adult general education
programs. Students enrolled in adult general education programs

may not be assessed the fees authorized in subsection (5),
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subsection (6), or subsection (7).

(d) Effective July 1, 2016, for programs leading to an

applied technology diploma, the standard tuition shall be $71.98

per credit hour for residents. Nonresidents shall pay an out-of-

state fee of $215.94 per credit hour in addition to the standard

tuition.

Section 14. Subsection (2) of section 1009.42, Florida
Statutes, i1s amended to read:

1009.42 Financial aid appeal process.—

(2) The president of each state university and each Florida

College System institution, or each district school board that

operates a career center pursuant to s. 1001.44 or a charter

technical career center pursuant to s. 1002.34, shall establish

a procedure for appeal, by students, of grievances related to
the award or administration of financial aid at the institution.

Section 15. Section 1011.80, Florida Statutes, is reordered
and amended to read:

1011.80 Funds for operation of workforce education
programs.—

(1) As used in this section, the terms “workforce
education” and “workforce education program” include:

(a) Adult general education programs designed to improve
the employability skills of the state’s workforce as defined in
s. 1004.02(3).

(b) Career certificate programs, as defined in s.
1004.02(20) .

(c) Applied technology diploma programs.

(d) Continuing workforce education courses.

(e) Degree career education programs.
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(f) Apprenticeship and preapprenticeship programs as
defined in s. 446.021.
(2) A Amy workforce education program may be conducted by a
Florida College System institution or a school district, except

A an associate in applied science or an

He-

that eeltege——eredit

associate in science degree may be awarded only by a Florida

College System institution. However, if an associate in applied
science or an associate in science degree program contains
within it an occupational completion point that confers a
certificate or an applied technology diploma, that portion of
the program may be offered eendueted by a school district career
center. Amny Instruction designed to articulate to a degree
program is subject to guidelines and standards adopted by the
1007.25.

(3) Each school district and Florida College System

State Board of Education pursuant to s.

institution receiving state appropriations for workforce

education programs must maintain adequate and accurate records,

including a system to record school district workforce education

funding and expenditures, in order to maintain separation of

postsecondary workforce education expenditures from secondary

education expenditures. These records must be filed with the

Department of Education in correct and proper form on or before

the date due as provided by law or rule for each annual or

periodic report required by rule of the State Board of

Education.
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523 1.
524 (b) The department shall provide operational funding to

525 school districts for workforce education programs based on

526| weighted student enrollment and program costs determined by cost

527 categories. The cost categories must be calculated to identify

528 high-cost programs, medium-cost programs, and low-cost programs.

529 The cost analysis used to calculate and assign a program of

530 study to a cost category must include at least both direct and

531 indirect instructional costs, consumable supplies, equipment,

532 and standard program length.

533 (7) Performance funding for workforce education programs

534 shall be contingent upon specific appropriation in the General

535| Appropriations Act. To assist the Legislature in determining

536| performance funding allocations, the State Board of Education

537 shall provide the Legislature with recommended formulas,

538 criteria, timeframes, and mechanisms for distributing

539| performance funds no later than March 1. In its recommendation,

540 the board shall reward programs that:

541 (a) Prepare people to enter high-skill and high-wage

542 occupations identified by the Workforce Estimating Conference

543| pursuant to s. 216.136 and other programs as approved by

544 Workforce Florida, Inc. At a minimum, performance incentives

545 shall be calculated for adults who reach completion points or

546| complete programs that lead to specified high-wage employment

547 and to their placement in that employment.

548 (b) Prepare adults who are eligible for public assistance,

549| economically disadvantaged, disabled, not proficient in English,

550 or dislocated workers for high-wage occupations. At a minimum,

551| performance incentives shall be calculated at an enhanced value
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552 for the adults identified in this paragraph who complete

553| programs of study and are placed in jobs. In addition,

554 adjustments may be made in payments for job placements for areas

555| of high unemployment.

556 (c) Increase student achievement in adult general education

557 courses by measuring performance output and performance

558 outcomes.

559 1. The performance output measure for an adult general

560| education course of study is measurable improvement in student

561 skills. This measure shall include improvement in literacy

562 skills, grade-level improvement as measured by an approved test,

563 or attainment of a State of Florida diploma or an adult high

564 school diploma.

565 2. The performance outcome measures for adult general

566| education programs are associated with placement and retention

567 of students after reaching a completion point or completing a

568| program of study. These measures include placement or retention

569 in employment. Continuing postsecondary education at a level

570 that will further enhance employment is a performance outcome

571 for adult general education programs.

572 (d) > Award industry certifications. Performance funding

573 for industry certifications fersehooldistriet—workferee
574 3
575 i i shall be determined as
576| follows:

577 1. Occupational areas for which industry certifications may
578| be earned, as established in the General Appropriations Act, are

579| eligible for performance funding. Priority shall be given to the

580 occupational areas emphasized in state, national, or corporate
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institutions and the school district workforce education
programs.

(9)4F65» A high school student dually enrolled under s.
1007.271 in a workforce education program operated by a Florida
College System institution or school district career center
generates the amount calculated for workforce education funding,
including any payment of performance funding, and the
proportional share of full-time equivalent enrollment generated
through the Florida Education Finance Program for the student’s
enrollment in a high school. If a high school student is dually
enrolled in a Florida College System institution program,
including a program conducted at a high school, the Florida
College System institution earns the funds generated for
workforce education funding, and the school district earns the
proportional share of full-time equivalent funding from the
Florida Education Finance Program. If a student is dually
enrolled in a career center operated by the same district as the
district in which the student attends high school, that district
earns the funds generated for workforce education funding and
also earns the proportional share of full-time equivalent
funding from the Florida Education Finance Program. If a student
is dually enrolled in a workforce education program provided by
a career center operated by a different school district, the
funds must be divided between the two school districts
proportionally from the two funding sources. A student may not
be reported for funding in a dual enrollment workforce education
program unless the student has completed the basic skills
assessment pursuant to s. 1004.91. A student who is coenrolled

in a K-12 education program and an adult education program may
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697| be reported for purposes of funding in an adult education
698| program. If a student is coenrolled in core curricula courses
699 for credit recovery or dropout prevention purposes and does not
700| have a pattern of excessive absenteeism or habitual truancy or a
701| history of disruptive behavior in school, the student may be
702 reported for funding for up to two courses per year. Such a
703 student is exempt from the payment of the block tuition for
704 adult general education programs provided in s. 1009.22(3) (c).
705 The Department of Education shall develop a list of courses to
706| be designated as core curricula courses for the purposes of
707 coenrollment.
708 (10)+43++H- The State Board of Education may adopt rules to
709| administer this section.
710 Section 16. Section 1011.802, Florida Statutes, is created
711 to read:

712 1011.802 Florida Apprenticeship Grant Program.—

713 (1) The Florida Apprenticeship Grant Program, or FLAG, is

714 created to provide grants to career centers, charter technical

715 career centers, and Florida College System institutions on a

716| competitive basis to establish new apprenticeship programs and

717 expand existing apprenticeship programs. The Division of Career

718 and Adult Education within the Department of Education shall

719 administer the FLAG Program with funding provided in the General

720| Appropriations Act.

721 (2) Applications from career centers, charter technical

722 career centers, and Florida College System institutions must

723 contain projected enrollment and projected costs for each new or

724| expanded apprenticeship program.

725 (3) The department shall give priority to apprenticeship
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programs in the areas of information technology, health, and

machining and manufacturing. Grant funds may be used for

instructional equipment, supplies, personnel, student services,

and other expenses associated with the creation or expansion of

an apprenticeship program. Grant funds may not be used for

recurring instructional costs or for a center’s or an

institution’s indirect costs. Grant recipients must submit

quarterly reports in a format prescribed by the department.

Section 17. Section 1011.803, Florida Statutes, 1s created
to read:

1011.803 Rapid Response Grant Program.-—

(1) The Rapid Response Grant Program is established to

competitively award grants for the expansion or implementation

of high-demand postsecondary programs at career centers, as

defined in ss. 1001.44 and 1002.34, with funding provided in the

General Appropriations Act.

(2) Each career center applying for a grant must submit an

application to the Department of Education in the format

prescribed by the department. The application must include, but

is not limited to, program expansion or development details,

projected enrollment, and projected costs.

(3) Each career center that is awarded a grant under this

section must submit quarterly reports to the department in the

format prescribed by the department. Grant funds may not be used

to supplant current funds and must be used to expand enrollment

in existing postsecondary programs or develop new postsecondary

programs.

(4) The department shall administer the program and shall

conduct an annual assessment of the effectiveness of the
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postsecondary programs funded under this section in meeting

labor market demand.

Section 18. This act shall take effect July 1, 201l6.
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