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LEGISLATIVE ACTION
Senate . House
Comm: RCS
02/04/2016

The Committee on Appropriations (Garcia) recommended the

following:
Senate Amendment (with directory and title amendments)
Delete lines 1051 - 1191

and insert:

(12) “Student tour operator” means any resident or

nonresident person, firm, corporation, or business entity that

offers sale, directly or indirectly, at wholesale, prearranged

travel, tourist-related services, or tour-guide services for

groups within the educational community for schools districts,

educators, and students and their families, in exchange for a
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fee, a commission, or any other wvaluable consideration.

13432y “Terrorist state” means any state, country, or
nation designated by the United States Department of State as a
state sponsor of terrorism.

(14) 433> “WVacation certificate” means any arrangement,

plan, program, e¥ vacation package, or advance travel purchase

that promotes, discusses, or discloses a destination or
itinerary or type of travel, whereby a purchaser fer
consideration patd—in advanee 1s entitled to the use of travel,
accommodations, or facilities for any number of days, whether
certain or uncertain, during the period in which the certificate
can be exercised, and no specific date or dates for its use are

designated. A vacation certificate does not include prearranged

travel ory tourist-related services;—er—touvr—-guide—serviees when
a seller of travel remits full payment for the cost of such
services to the provider or supplier within 10 business days of
the purchaser’s initial payment to the seller of travel. The

term does not include travel if exact travel dates are selected,

guaranteed, and paid for at the time of the purchase.

Section 29. Subsections (2) through (8) and present
subsection (9) of section 559.928, Florida Statutes, are
amended, and a new subsection (9) is added to that section, to
read:

559.928 Registration.—

(2) (a) Registration fees shall be as follows:

1. Three hundred dollars per year per registrant certifying
its business activities under s. 559.9285 (1) (a).

2. One thousand dollars per year per registrant certifying

its business activities under s. 559.9285(1) (b).
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3. Twenty-five hundred dollars per year per registrant
certifying its business activities under s. 559.9285(1) (c).

(b) All amounts collected shall be deposited by the Chief
Financial Officer to the credit of the General Inspection Trust
Fund of the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services
pursuant to s. 570.20, for the sole purpose of administration of
this part.

(c) The department shall waive the initial registration fee

for an honorably discharged veteran of the United States Armed

Forces, the spouse of such a veteran, or a business entity that

has a majority ownership held by such a veteran or spouse if the

department receives an application, in a format prescribed by

the department, within 60 months after the date of the veteran’s

discharge from any branch of the United States Armed Forces. To

qualify for the waiver, a veteran must provide to the department

a copy of his or her DD Form 214, as issued by the United States

Department of Defense, or another acceptable form of

identification as specified by the Department of Veterans’

Affairs; the spouse of a veteran must provide to the department

a copy of the veteran’s DD Form 214, as issued by the United

States Department of Defense, or another acceptable form of

identification as specified by the Department of Veterans’

Affairs, and a copy of a valid marriage license or certificate

verifying that he or she was lawfully married to the veteran at

the time of discharge; or a business entity must provide to the

department proof that a veteran or the spouse of a veteran holds

a majority ownership in the business, a copy of the veteran’s DD

Form 214, as issued by the United States Department of Defense,

or another acceptable form of identification as specified by the
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Department of Veterans’ Affairs, and, if applicable, a copy of a

valid marriage license or certificate verifying that the spouse

of the veteran was lawfully married to the veteran at the time

of discharge.

(3) Each independent agent shall annually file an
application affidavit with the department before prier—*teo

engaging in business in this state. This application affidawvit

must include the independent agent’s full name, legal business
or trade name, mailing address, business address, telephone
number, and the name and address of each seller of travel
represented by the independent agent. A letter evidencing proof
of filing must be issued by the department and must be
prominently displayed in the independent agent’s primary place
of business. Each independent agent must also submit an annual
registration fee of $50. All moneys collected pursuant to the
imposition of the fee shall be deposited by the Chief Financial
Officer into the General Inspection Trust Fund of the Department
of Agriculture and Consumer Services for the sole purpose of
administrating this part. As used in this subsection, the term
“independent agent” means a person who represents a seller of
travel by soliciting persons on its behalf; who has a written
contract with a seller of travel which is operating in
compliance with this part and any rules adopted thereunder; who
does not receive a fee, commission, or other wvaluable
consideration directly from the purchaser for the seller of
travel; who does not at any time have any unissued ticket stock
or travel documents in his or her possession; and who does not
have the ability to issue tickets, vacation certificates, or any

other travel document. The term “independent agent” does not
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include an affiliate of the seller of travel, as that term is
used in s. 559.935(3), or the employees of the seller of travel
or of such affiliates.

(4) A Amy person applying for or renewing a local business
tax receipt to engage in business as a seller of travel must
exhibit a current registration certificate from the department
before the local business tax receipt may be issued or reissued.

(5) Each contract, advertisement, certificate, or travel

document of a seller of travel must include the phrase “... (NAME
OF FIRM)... is registered with the State of Florida as a Seller

of Travel. Registration No......
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(6)+H- A Ne registration is not shadd—be valid for any
seller of travel transacting business at any place other than
that designated in its application, unless the department is

first notified in writing in advance of any change of location.

A Ner—shaltlt—the registration is not be valid for an affiliate of
the seller of travel who engages in the prearranged travel and
tourist business. A registration issued under this part may
shat+ not be assignable, and the seller of travel may shait not
be permitted to conduct business under more than one name except
as registered. A seller of travel desiring to change its
registered name or location or designated agent for service of
process at a time other than upon renewal of registration shall
notify the department of such change.

(7)48) Applications under this section are shalt—be subject

to theprovistens—oef s. 120.60.

8) 4% The department may deny, e¥ refuse to renew, or
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127 revoke the registration of any seller of travel based upon a

128 determination that the seller of travel, or any of its

129 |directors, officers, owners, or general partners while acting on
130 |behalf of the seller of travel:

131 (a) Has failed to meet the requirements for registration as
132 |provided in this part;
133 (b) Has been convicted of a crime involving fraud, theft,

134 embezzlement, dishonest dealing, or any other act of moral

135 |turpitude or any other act arising out of conduct as a seller of

136 travel;

137 (c) Has not satisfied a civil fine or penalty arising out
138 of any administrative or enforcement action brought by any
139 |governmental agency or private person based upon conduct

140 involving fraud, theft, embezzlement, dishonest dealing, or any

141 violation of this part; or

142 4 —tasevesding against her or him anvo=imdnal

143  admirdstrotive—orenforcement proceedings—irn aavy—Furisdietions
144 | based—uporn—econduet—inveolvingfravd;,—dishonestdealing—or—any
145 ether—aet—of morol—turpitudes—or

146 (d)4e)> Has had a judgment entered against her or him in any

147 action brought by the department or the Department of Legal
148 |Affairs pursuant to ss. 501.201-501.213 or this act parE.

149 (9) The department may deny or refuse to renew the

150 registration of any seller of travel based upon a determination

151 by the department that the seller of travel, or any of the

152 seller’s directors, officers, owners, or general partners has

153 |pending against him or her while acting on behalf of the seller

154 of travel any criminal, administrative, or enforcement

155 |proceedings in any jurisdiction, based upon conduct involwving
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fraud, theft, embezzlement, or dishonest dealing, or any other

act of moral turpitude.

Section 30. Section 559.9281, Florida Statutes, 1is created
to read:
559.9281 Student tour operators.—

(1) The Department of Education shall provide and maintain

a list of approved educational student tour operators to serve

students in primary and secondary schools in all school

districts within the state.

(2) The Department of Education shall adopt rules to

establish the application process and minimum standards for

those persons wishing to be approved as student tour operators

under this section. At minimum, a student tour operator must be

registered and approved by the Department of Agriculture and

Consumer Services as a seller of travel under s. 559.928,

maintain adequate insurance coverage as determined by the

Department of Education, and be current on all state and local

business taxes.

====== D I RECTORY CLAUSE AMENDMENT ======
And the directory clause is amended as follows:

Delete lines 996 - 997
and insert:

Section 28. Subsections (1), (7), (8), (10), and (11) and
present subsection (13) of section 559,927, Florida Statutes,
are amended, present subsections (12) and (13) of that section
are redesignated as subsections (13) and (14), respectively, and
a new section (12) is added to that section, to read:
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And the title is amended as follows:
Delete lines 130 - 131
and insert:

travel under certain circumstances; creating s.

559.9281, F.S.; requiring the Department of Education

to provide and maintain a list of approved student

tour operators; requiring the department to adopt

rules; specifying minimum standards for such

operators; amending s. 559.929, F.S.; revising certain

security requirements;
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