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LEGISLATIVE ACTION

Senate . House

Floor: WD/2R
03/09/2016 05:48 PM

Senator Bean moved the following:

Senate Amendment to Amendment (510114) (with title

amendment)

Delete line 109
and insert:

Section 4. Paragraph (e) of subsection (4) of section
458.347, Florida Statutes, is amended, and paragraph (c) of
subsection (9) of that section is republished, to read:

458.347 Physician assistants.—

(4) PERFORMANCE OF PHYSICIAN ASSISTANTS.—

(e) A supervisory physician may delegate to a fully
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licensed physician assistant the authority to prescribe or
dispense any medication used in the supervisory physician’s
practice unless such medication is listed on the formulary
created pursuant to paragraph (f). A fully licensed physician
assistant may only prescribe or dispense such medication under
the following circumstances:

1. A physician assistant must clearly identify to the
patient that he or she is a physician assistant. Furthermore,
the physician assistant must inform the patient that the patient
has the right to see the physician prior to any prescription
being prescribed or dispensed by the physician assistant.

2. The supervisory physician must notify the department of
his or her intent to delegate, on a department-approved form,
before delegating such authority and notify the department of
any change in prescriptive privileges of the physician
assistant. Authority to dispense may be delegated only by a
supervising physician who is registered as a dispensing
practitioner in compliance with s. 465.0276.

3. The physician assistant must file with the department a
signed affidavit that he or she has completed a minimum of 10
continuing medical education hours in the specialty practice in
which the physician assistant has prescriptive privileges with

each licensure renewal application. Three of the 10 hours must

consist of a continuing education course on the safe and

effective prescribing of controlled substance medications which

is offered by a statewide professional association of physicians

in this state accredited to provide educational activities

designated for the American Medical Association Physician’s

Recognition Award Category 1 credit or designated by the
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American Academy of Physician Assistants as a Category 1 credit.

4. The department may issue a prescriber number to the
physician assistant granting authority for the prescribing of
medicinal drugs authorized within this paragraph upon completion
of the foregoing requirements. The physician assistant shall not
be required to independently register pursuant to s. 465.0276.

5. The prescription must be written in a form that complies
with chapter 499 and must contain, in addition to the
supervisory physician’s name, address, and telephone number, the
physician assistant’s prescriber number. Unless it is a drug or
drug sample dispensed by the physician assistant, the
prescription must be filled in a pharmacy permitted under
chapter 465 and must be dispensed in that pharmacy by a
pharmacist licensed under chapter 465. The appearance of the
prescriber number creates a presumption that the physician
assistant is authorized to prescribe the medicinal drug and the
prescription is wvalid.

6. The physician assistant must note the prescription or
dispensing of medication in the appropriate medical record.

(9) COUNCIL ON PHYSICIAN ASSISTANTS.—The Council on
Physician Assistants is created within the department.

(c) The council shall:

1. Recommend to the department the licensure of physician
assistants.

2. Develop all rules regulating the use of physician
assistants by physicians under this chapter and chapter 459,
except for rules relating to the formulary developed under
paragraph (4) (f). The council shall also develop rules to ensure

that the continuity of supervision is maintained in each
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practice setting. The boards shall consider adopting a proposed
rule developed by the council at the regularly scheduled meeting
immediately following the submission of the proposed rule by the
council. A proposed rule submitted by the council may not be
adopted by either board unless both boards have accepted and
approved the identical language contained in the proposed rule.
The language of all proposed rules submitted by the council must
be approved by both boards pursuant to each respective board’s
guidelines and standards regarding the adoption of proposed
rules. If either board rejects the council’s proposed rule, that
board must specify its objection to the council with
particularity and include any recommendations it may have for
the modification of the proposed rule.

3. Make recommendations to the boards regarding all matters
relating to physician assistants.

4. Address concerns and problems of practicing physician
assistants in order to improve safety in the clinical practices
of licensed physician assistants.

Section 5. Effective January 1, 2017, paragraph (f) of
subsection (4) of section 458.347, Florida Statutes, 1s amended
to read:

458.347 Physician assistants.—

(4) PERFORMANCE OF PHYSICIAN ASSISTANTS.—

(f)1. The council shall establish a formulary of medicinal
drugs that a fully licensed physician assistant having
prescribing authority under this section or s. 459.022 may not
prescribe. The formulary must include eentrelled substances—as
definedin—~echapter 8983+ general anesthetics+ and radiographic

contrast materials. A physician assistant, as defined in
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paragraph (2) (e) or s. 459.022, who possesses a Certificate of

Added Qualifications (CAQ) in psychiatry obtained from the

National Commission on Certification of Physician Assistants and

who is working under the supervision of a psychiatrist may

prescribe psychotropic controlled substances for the treatment

of mental disorders.

2. In establishing the formulary, the council shall consult
with a pharmacist licensed under chapter 465, but not licensed
under this chapter or chapter 459, who shall be selected by the
State Surgeon General.

3. Only the council shall add to, delete from, or modify
the formulary. Any person who requests an addition, deletion, or
modification of a medicinal drug listed on such formulary has
the burden of proof to show cause why such addition, deletion,
or modification should be made.

4. The boards shall adopt the formulary required by this
paragraph, and each addition, deletion, or modification to the
formulary, by rule. Notwithstanding any provision of chapter 120
to the contrary, the formulary rule shall be effective 60 days
after the date it is filed with the Secretary of State. Upon
adoption of the formulary, the department shall mail a copy of
such formulary to each fully licensed physician assistant having
prescribing authority under this section or s. 459.022, and to
each pharmacy licensed by the state. The boards shall establish,
by rule, a fee not to exceed $200 to fund the provisions of this
paragraph and paragraph (e).

Section 6. Except as otherwise expressly provided in this

act, this act shall take effect upon becoming a law.

Page 5 of 6
3/9/2016 5:04:44 PM 4-05456-16




128
129
130
131
132
133
134
135
136
137

Florida Senate - 2016 SENATOR AMENDMENT
Bill No. CS for HB 977

1R

================= T ] TLE A MEDNDDMENT ================
And the title is amended as follows:
Delete line 123
and insert:
provider personnel; amending s. 458.347, F.S.;
clarifying the continuing education course
requirements for physician assistants; authorizing
certain physician assistants to prescribe psychotropic
controlled substances in specified circumstances;

providing effective dates.
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