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By the Committee on Commerce and Tourism; and Senator Montford
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A bill to be entitled
An act relating to economic programs; amending s.
20.60, F.S.; requiring the Department of Economic
Opportunity to contract with a direct-support
organization to promote the sports industry and the
participation of residents in certain athletic
competitions in this state and to promote the state as
a host for certain athletic competitions; reviving,
reenacting, and amending s. 288.1229, F.S., relating
to the promotion and development of sports-related
industries and amateur athletics; requiring the
department to establish a direct-support organization

”

known as the “Florida Sport Foundation,” rather than
authorizing the Office of Tourism, Trade, and Economic
Development to authorize a direct-support
organization, to assist the department in certain
promotion and development activities; specifying the
purpose of the foundation; specifying requirements for
the foundation, including appointment of its board of
directors; deleting a provision prohibiting board
members from serving more than two consecutive terms;
requiring that the foundation operate under written
contract with the department; specifying provisions
that must be included in the contract; authorizing the
department to allow the foundation to use certain
facilities, personnel, and services if it complies
with certain provisions; requiring an annual financial
audit of the foundation; providing that the foundation

is not granted any taxing power; deleting certain
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provisions related to the Office of Tourism, Trade,
and Economic Development and a specified direct-
support organization; specifying the duties of the
foundation; deleting residency requirements for
participants of the Sunshine State Games; deleting
certain competition requirements; authorizing the
department, rather than the Executive Office of the
Governor, to allow the use of certain property,
facilities, and personal services under certain
circumstances; conforming provisions to changes made
by the act; amending s. 288.9937, F.S.; requiring the
Office of Program Policy Analysis and Government
Accountability to analyze and evaluate the first 3
years of certain programs; requiring the Office of
Program Policy Analysis and Government Accountability,
rather than the Office of Economic and Demographic
Research, to identify inefficiencies in certain
programs and to recommend changes to such programs;
revising the date by which the Office of Economic and
Demographic Research must submit a report to the
Legislature; requiring the Office of Program Policy
Analysis and Government Accountability to submit a
report to the Legislature by a specified date;
amending s. 320.08058, F.S.; conforming provisions to
changes made by the act; amending uses of the proceeds
of certain license plates; providing an effective

date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
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Section 1. Paragraph (g) is added to subsection (4) of
section 20.60, Florida Statutes, to read:

20.60 Department of Economic Opportunity; creation; powers
and duties.—

(4) The purpose of the department is to assist the Governor
in working with the Legislature, state agencies, business
leaders, and economic development professionals to formulate and
implement coherent and consistent policies and strategies
designed to promote economic opportunities for all Floridians.
To accomplish such purposes, the department shall:

(g) Notwithstanding part I of chapter 287, contract with

the direct-support organization established under s. 288.1229 to

guide, stimulate, and promote the sports industry in this state;

to promote the participation of residents of this state in

amateur athletic competitions; and to promote this state as a

host for national and international amateur athletic

competitions.

Section 2. Notwithstanding the repeal of section 288.1229,
Florida Statutes, in section 485 of chapter 2011-142, Laws of
Florida, section 288.1229, Florida Statutes, is revived,
readopted, and amended to read:

288.1229 Promotion and development of sports-related
industries and amateur athletics; direct-support organization

established; powers and duties.—

(1) The Department of Economic Opportunity shall establish

a direct-support organization known as the “Florida Sports

Foundation.” The foundation shall Fhe office—of Fourism—Frade;
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organizatieon—+te assist the department effiee in:

(a) The promotion and development of the sports industry
and related industries for the purpose of improving the economic
presence of these industries in Florida.

(b) The promotion of amateur athletic participation for the
citizens of Florida and the promotion of Florida as a host for
national and international amateur athletic competitions for the
purpose of encouraging and increasing the direct and ancillary
economic benefits of amateur athletic events and competitions.

(c) The retention of professional sports franchises,
including the spring training operations of Major League

Baseball.

(2) The Florida Sports Foundation TFe—be—auvthorized—as—a

Al rant ot v g oo g A Y
ST C TS uPpPoTTc O Sot 2ot oty

r—organizatien must:

(a) Be incorporated as a corporation not for profit
pursuant to chapter 617.

(b)1. Be governed by a board of directors, which must
consist of 20 wp—+te—3+5 members appointed by the Governor as
follows:

a. Ten members representing Florida professional sports

franchises of Major League Baseball, the National Basketball

Association, the National Football League, the Arena Football

League, the National Hockey League, and the Major League Soccer

teams domiciled in this state.

b. Two member representing Florida sports commissions.

c. One member representing the boating and fishing

industries in Florida.

d. One member representing the golf industry in Florida.

e. One member representing Major League Baseball spring
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training.

f. One member representing the automobile racing industry

in Florida.

g. Four members-at-large and—up—teo—I5members appointed by

12N

o
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tors. In making at-large

n O

appointments, the Governor bea¥rd must consider a potential
member’s background in community service and sports activism in,
and financial support of, the sports industry, professional
sports, or organized amateur athletics. Members must be
residents of the state and highly knowledgeable about or active
in professional or organized amateur sports. Fhe boardmust

2. In the membership of its board of directors, contain

representatives of all geographical regions of the state and
must represent ethnic and gender diversity. The terms of office

of the members shall be 4 years. Ne—membermay serve—more—than

3 gEive—terms— The Governor may remove any member for

+ 1.
W

cause and shall fill all vacancies that occur.

(c) Have as its purpose, as stated in its articles of
incorporation, to receive, hold, invest, and administer
property; to raise funds and receive gifts; and to promote and
develop the sports industry and related industries for the
purpose of increasing the economic presence of these industries
in Florida.

(d) Have a prior determination by the department Sffiece—-of
Fourism—Frade;—and keconomice bevetlopment that the organization
will benefit the department effiee and act in the best interests

of the state as a direct-support organization to the department
effiee.

(3) The Florida Sports Foundation shall operate under
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written contract with the department. The department shall enter

2017. The

into a contract with the foundation by July 1,

contract must provide offiece—of Tourism—Frade;—and Econemiec

man
I C

(a) The department effiee may review the foundation’s

tieonls articles of incorporation.

(b) The foundation erganmizatien shall submit an annual

budget proposal to the department effiee,
the department effiee,

on a form provided by

in accordance with department effiece

procedures for filing budget proposals based upon the

recommendation of the department effiee.

(c) Any funds that the foundation ergamizatien holds in

trust will revert to the state upon the expiration or
cancellation of the contract.

(d) The foundation erganizatiern 1is subject to an annual

financial and performance review by the department effiee to

determine whether the foundation erganizatien is complying with

the terms of the contract and whether it is acting in a manner

consistent with the goals of the department effiee and in the

best interests of the state.
(e) The fiscal year of the foundation begins erganization
witdl—begin July 1 of each year and ends emd June 30 of the next

ensying year.
4) The department 6ffieceof Tourism—Frade,—and Economie
( p I 4

Bevetopment may allow the foundation erganmizatien to use the

facilities,

property,
effiee if the foundation erganizatiern provides equal employment

personnel, and services of the department

opportunities to all persons regardless of race, color,
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religion, sex, age, or national origin, subject to the approval

of the executive director of the department effiee.

(5) The foundation erganrizatiern shall provide for an annual

financial audit in accordance with s. 215.981.

(6) The foundation erganizatiern 1s not granted any taxing

(7) 48> To promote amateur sports and physical fitness, the

foundation direet-suppert—oerganization shall:

(a) Develop, foster, and coordinate services and programs
for amateur sports for the people of Florida.

(b) Sponsor amateur sports workshops, clinics, conferences,
and other similar activities.

(c) Give recognition to outstanding developments and
achievements in, and contributions to, amateur sports.

(d) Encourage, support, and assist local governments and
communities in the development of or hosting of local amateur
athletic events and competitions.

(e) Promote Florida as a host for national and
international amateur athletic competitions.

(f) Develop & statewide programs pregram of amateur

athletic competition to be known as the “Florida Senior Games”
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and the “Sunshine State Games.”

(g) Continue the successful amateur sports programs
previously conducted by the Florida Governor’s Council on
Physical Fitness and Amateur Sports created under former s.
14.22.

(h) Encourage and continue the use of volunteers in its
amateur sports programs to the maximum extent possible.

(i) Develop, foster, and coordinate services and programs
designed to encourage the participation of Florida’s youth in
Olympic sports activities and competitions.

(jJ) Foster and coordinate services and programs designed to
contribute to the physical fitness of the citizens of Florida.

(8) 45+ (a)
Games shall both be patterned after the Summer Olympics with

The Florida Senior Games and the Sunshine State

variations as necessitated by availability of facilities,

equipment, and expertise. The games shall be designed to

encourage the participation of athletes representing a broad
skill levels,

range of age groups, and Florida communities.
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(b) The department may authorize Exeeuvtive Officeof +the

Governor—isauvthorized +topermit the use of property,
facilities, and personal services of or at any State University
System facility or institution by the direct-support

organization operating the Florida Senior Games and the Sunshine

State Games. For the purposes of this paragraph, personal
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services includes full-time or part-time personnel as well as
payroll processing.

Section 3. Section 288.9937, Florida Statutes, 1s amended
to read:

288.9937 Evaluation of programs.—The Office of Economic and

Demographic Research and the Office of Program Policy Analysis

and Government Accountability shall analyze and+ evaluate—and

n
T
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the first 3 years of the Microfinance Loan Program and the

Microfinance Guarantee Program. The analysis by the Office of

Economic and Demographic Research must determine the economic

benefits, as defined in s. 288.005, and altse evaluate the number

of jobs created, the increase or decrease in personal income,
and the impact on state gross domestic product from the direct,
indirect, and induced effects of the state’s investment. The

analysis by the Office of Program Policy Analysis and Government

Accountability must aise identify any inefficiencies in the

programs and provide recommendations for changes to the
programs. Each The office shall submit a report to the President
of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives by
January 15 %+, 2018. This section expires January 31, 2018.

Section 4. Paragraph (a) of subsection (6), paragraph (b)
of subsection (9), paragraph (a) of subsection (35), subsection
(60), and paragraph (b) of subsection (64) of section 320.08058,
Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

320.08058 Specialty license plates.—

(6) FLORIDA UNITED STATES OLYMPIC COMMITTEE LICENSE
PLATES.—

(a) Because the United States Olympic Committee has
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262 selected this state to participate in a combined fundraising
263| program that provides for one-half of all money raised through

264| wvolunteer giving to stay in this state and be administered by

T
T

D
B

2 A
T

s

265| the Florida Sports Foundation Ernterprise—Fle re— to

’

266 support amateur sports, anmrd because the United States Olympic

267 Committee and the Florida Sports Foundation ErnterpriseFloridas;

268| *Fre+—5 are nonprofit organizations dedicated to providing
269 athletes with support and training and preparing athletes of all
270 ages and skill levels for sports competition, =rd because the

271| Florida Sports Foundation EmnterpriseFlorida;—Fne-5 assists in

272 the bidding for sports competitions that provide significant
273 impact to the economy of this state, and because the Legislature

274 supports the efforts of the United States Olympic Committee and

275 the Florida Sports Foundation ErnterpriseFlorida;—Fne-, the

276| Legislature establishes a Florida United States Olympic

277 Committee license plate for the purpose of providing a

278 continuous funding source to support this worthwhile effort.
279 Florida United States Olympic Committee license plates must
280 contain the official United States Olympic Committee logo and
281| must bear a design and colors that are approved by the

282 department. The word “Florida” must be centered at the top of
283 the plate.

284 (9) FLORIDA PROFESSIONAL SPORTS TEAM LICENSE PLATES.—
285 (b) The license plate annual use fees are to be annually
286| distributed as follows:

287 1. Fifty-five percent of the proceeds from the Florida
288 Professional Sports Team plate must be deposited into the

289| Professional Sports Development Trust Fund within the Department

290 of Economic Opportunity. These funds must be used solely to
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attract and support major sports events in this state. As used

in this subparagraph, the term “major sports events” means, but
is not limited to, championship or all-star contests of Major
League Baseball, the National Basketball Association, the
National Football League, the National Hockey League, Major

League Soccer, the men’s and women’s National Collegiate

Athletic Association championships Fimal—Feour—baskethbalsd

champieonship, or a horseracing or dogracing Breeders’ Cup. All

funds must be used to support and promote major sporting events,
and the uses must be approved by the Department of Economic
Opportunity.

2. The remaining proceeds of the Florida Professional

Sports Team license plate must be allocated to the Florida

Sports Foundation ErterpriseFleorida;—TFne. These funds must be

deposited into the Professional Sports Development Trust Fund

within the Department of Economic Opportunity. These funds must

be used by the Florida Sports Foundation ErnterpriseFloridas

Frae—+ to promote the economic development of the sports

industry; to distribute licensing and royalty fees to

participating professional sports teams; te—promote—-eduecation

improvements to institute a grant program for communities

bidding on minor sporting events that create an economic impact

for the state; to distribute funds to Florida-based charities

designated by the Florida Sports Foundation ErterpriseFlorida;
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Frae-—+ and the participating professional sports teams; and to
fulfill the sports promotion responsibilities of the Department

of Economic Opportunity.

3. The Florida Sports Foundation Ernterprise Florida;—Fre—

shall provide an annual financial audit in accordance with s.
215.981 of its financial accounts and records by an independent
certified public accountant pursuant to the contract established
by the Department of Economic Opportunity as provided in s.

288.1229(5). The auditor shall submit the audit report to the

Department of Economic Opportunity for review and approval. If
the audit report is approved, the Department of Economic
Opportunity shall certify the audit report to the Auditor
General for review.

4. Notwithstanding the provisions of subparagraphs 1. and
2., proceeds from the Professional Sports Development Trust Fund

may also be used for operational expenses of the Florida Sports

Foundation EnterpriseFlerida;,—Fne-+ and financial support of
the Florida Senior Games and the Sunshine State Games.

(35) FLORIDA GOLF LICENSE PLATES.—

(a) The Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles
shall develop a Florida Golf license plate as provided in this
section. The word “Florida” must appear at the bottom of the
plate. The Dade Amateur Golf Association, following consultation

with the PGA TOUR, the Florida Sports Foundation Erterprise

.
T

i An
i S §

toriday—Ine~, the LPGA, and the PGA of America, may submit a

revised sample plate for consideration by the department.
(60) FLORIDA NASCAR LICENSE PLATES.-—
(a) The department shall develop a Florida NASCAR license

plate as provided in this section. Florida NASCAR license plates
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349| must bear the colors and design approved by the department. The
350| word “Florida” must appear at the top of the plate, and the term
351 “NASCAR” must appear at the bottom of the plate. The National

352| Association for Stock Car Auto Racing, following consultation

353| with the Florida Sports Foundation ErnterpriseFlerida;—tre-, may

354 submit a sample plate for consideration by the department.
355 (b) The license plate annual use fees shall be distributed
re. The

gal

=
&

d
HH

356| to the Florida Sports Foundation Enterprise—Fleoriday

357 license plate annual use fees shall be annually allocated as
358 follows:

359 1. Up to 5 percent of the proceeds from the annual use fees

360 may be used by the Florida Sports Foundation EnterpriseFloriday

361 Frae-—+ for the administration of the NASCAR license plate

362| program.

363 2. The National Association for Stock Car Auto Racing shall
364 receive up to $60,000 in proceeds from the annual use fees to be
365| used to pay startup costs, including costs incurred in

366| developing and issuing the plates. Thereafter, 10 percent of the
367| proceeds from the annual use fees shall be provided to the

368 association for the royalty rights for the use of its marks.

369 3. The remaining proceeds from the annual use fees shall be
370 distributed to the Florida Sports Foundation ErterpriseFleoridas
371 Fme. The Florida Sports Foundation ErterpriseFlorida;—Fne—

372 will retain 15 percent to support its regional grant program,
373 attracting sporting events to Florida; 20 percent to support the
374| marketing of motorsports-related tourism in the state; and 50
375 percent to be paid to the NASCAR Foundation, a s. 501 (c) (3)

376 charitable organization, to support Florida-based charitable

377 organizations.
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378 (c) The Florida Sports Foundation EnterpriseFleori

—IRe—

379 shall provide an annual financial audit in accordance with s.
380 215.981 of its financial accounts and records by an independent
381| certified public accountant pursuant to the contract established
382| Dby the Department of Economic Opportunity as specified in s.

383 288.1229(5). The auditor shall submit the audit report to the

384 Department of Economic Opportunity for review and approval. If
385 the audit report is approved, the Department of Economic

386| Opportunity shall certify the audit report to the Auditor

387 General for review.

388 (64) FLORIDA TENNIS LICENSE PLATES.-—

389 (b) The department shall distribute the annual use fees to

390 the Florida Sports Foundation ErterpriseFlorida;—Fne. The

391 license plate annual use fees shall be annually allocated as
392 follows:

393 1. Up to 5 percent of the proceeds from the annual use fees

394| may be used by the Florida Sports Foundation ErterpriseFleoridas
395| Z*me-+ to administer the license plate program.

396 2. The United States Tennis Association Florida Section

397 Foundation shall receive the first $60,000 in proceeds from the
398 annual use fees to reimburse it for startup costs,

399 administrative costs, and other costs it incurs in the

400 development and approval process.

401 3. Up to 5 percent of the proceeds from the annual use fees
402| may be used for promoting and marketing the license plates. The
403| remaining proceeds shall be available for grants by the United
404 States Tennis Association Florida Section Foundation to

405 nonprofit organizations to operate youth tennis programs and

406 adaptive tennis programs for special populations of all ages,
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and for building, renovating, and maintaining public tennis

courts.

Section 5. This act shall take effect July 1, 2017.
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