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LEGISLATIVE ACTION
Senate . House
Comm: RCS
03/28/2017

The Committee on Transportation (Broxson) recommended the

following:
Senate Amendment (with title amendment)

Between lines 341 and 342
insert:

Section 14. Subsection (1) of section 1012.56, Florida
Statutes, 1is amended to read:

1012.56 Educator certification requirements.—

(1) APPLICATION.—Each person seeking certification pursuant
to this chapter shall submit a completed application containing

the applicant’s social security number to the Department of
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Education and remit the fee required pursuant to s. 1012.59 and
rules of the State Board of Education.

(a) Beginning in the 2017-2018 fiscal year and each year

thereafter, the application fee and the fees for the following

examinations are eliminated for an applicant for the initial

Florida Professional Educator’s Certificate: the General

Knowledge Test, for a first-time registration; and the

Professional Education Test, for a first-time registration. This

paragraph is subject to funding appropriated in the General

Appropriations Act.

(b) Beginning in the 2017-2018 fiscal year and each year

thereafter, one subject area examination fee is waived for an

applicant for the initial Florida Professional Educator’s

Certificate. This paragraph is subject to funding appropriated

in the General Appropriations Act.

(c) Beginning in the 2017-2018 fiscal year and each year

thereafter, the fee for renewing a Florida Professional

Educator’s Certificate is eliminated for a certified teacher

employed at a Florida public school. This paragraph is subject

to funding appropriated in the General Appropriations Act.

(d) Pursuant to the federal Personal Responsibility and
Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act of 1996, each party is
required to provide his or her social security number in
accordance with this section. Disclosure of social security
numbers obtained through this requirement is limited to the
purpose of administration of the Title IV-D program of the
Social Security Act for child support enforcement. Pursuant to
s. 120.60, the department shall issue within 90 calendar days
after the stamped receipted date of the completed application:
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1.4 If the applicant meets the requirements, a
professional certificate covering the classification, level, and
area for which the applicant is deemed qualified and a document
explaining the requirements for renewal of the professional
certificate;

2.4b> If the applicant meets the requirements and if
requested by an employing school district or an employing
private school with a professional education competence
demonstration program pursuant to paragraphs (6) (f) and (8) (b),
a temporary certificate covering the classification, level, and
area for which the applicant is deemed qualified and an official
statement of status of eligibility; or

3.4e> If an applicant does not meet the requirements for
either certificate, an official statement of status of

eligibility.

The statement of status of eligibility must advise the applicant
of any qualifications that must be completed to qualify for
certification. Each statement of status of eligibility is wvalid
for 3 years after its date of issuance, except as provided in
paragraph (2) (d).

Section 15. Section 1012.59, Florida Statutes, is amended
to read:

1012.59 Certification fees.—

(1) The State Board of Education, by rule, shall establish
separate fees for applications, examinations, certification,
certification renewal, late renewal, recordmaking, and
recordkeeping, and may establish procedures for scheduling and

administering an examination upon an applicant’s request. Each
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fee shall be based on department estimates of the revenue
required to implement the provisions of law with respect to
certification of school personnel. The application fee shall be
nonrefundable. Each examination fee shall be sufficient to cover
the actual cost of developing and administering the examination.

(a) Beginning in the 2017-2018 fiscal year and each year

thereafter, the application fee and the fees for the following

examinations are eliminated for an applicant for the initial

Florida Professional Educator’s Certificate: the General

Knowledge Test, for a first-time registration; and the

Professional Education Test, for a first-time registration. This

paragraph is subject to funding appropriated in the General

Appropriations Act.

(b) Beginning in the 2017-2018 fiscal year and each year

thereafter, one subject area examination fee is waived for an

applicant for the initial Florida Professional Educator’s

Certificate. This paragraph is subject to funding appropriated

in the General Appropriations Act.

(c) Beginning in the 2017-2018 fiscal year and each year

thereafter, the fee for renewing a Florida Professional

Educator’s Certificate is eliminated for a certified teacher

employed at a Florida public school. This paragraph is subject

to funding appropriated in the General Appropriations Act.

(2) The proceeds from the collection of certification fees,
fines, penalties, and costs levied pursuant to this chapter
shall be remitted by the Department of Education to the Chief
Financial Officer for deposit into a separate fund to be known
as the “Educational Certification and Service Trust Fund” and

disbursed for the payment of expenses incurred by the
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Educational Practices Commission and in the printing of forms
and bulletins and the issuing of certificates, upon vouchers
approved by the department.
================= T ] TLE A MEDNDDMEN T ================
And the title is amended as follows:
Between lines 24 and 25
insert:
amending ss. 1012.56 and 1012.59, F.S.; eliminating
the application fee and the fees for certain
examinations for an initial Florida Professional
Educator’s Certificate beginning in a specified fiscal
year; waiving the fee for one subject area examination
for an initial Florida Professional Educator’s
Certificate beginning in a specified fiscal year;
eliminating the fee for renewing a Florida
Professional Educator’s Certificate for a certified
teacher employed at a Florida public school beginning
in a specified fiscal year; providing specified

provisions are subject to certain funding;
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