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A bill to be entitled
An act relating to programs for impaired health care
practitioners; amending s. 456.076, F.S.; revising
provisions related to impaired practitioner programs;
providing definitions; deleting a requirement that the
Department of Health designate approved programs by
rule; deleting a requirement authorizing the
department to adopt by rule the manner in which
consultants work with the department in intervention,
in evaluating and treating professionals, in providing
and monitoring continued care of impaired
professionals, and in expelling professionals from the
program; authorizing, instead of requiring, the
department to retain one or more consultants to
operate its impaired practitioner program; requiring
the department to establish the terms and conditions
of the program by contract; providing contract terms;
requiring consultants to establish the terms of
monitoring impaired practitioners; authorizing
consultants to consider the recommendations of certain
persons in establishing the terms of monitoring;
authorizing consultants to modify monitoring terms to
protect the health, safety, and welfare of the public;
requiring consultants to assist the department and
licensure boards on matters relating to impaired
practitioners; requiring the department to refer
practitioners to consultants under certain
circumstances; authorizing consultants to withhold
certain information about self-reporting participants
from the department under certain circumstances to
encourage self-reporting; requiring consultants to

disclose all information relating to practitioners who
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are terminated from the program for material
noncompliance; providing that all information obtained
by a consultant retains its confidential or exempt
status; providing that consultants, and certain agents
of consultants, may not be held liable financially or
have a cause of action for damages brought against
them for disclosing certain information or for any
other act or omission relating to the program;
authorizing consultants to contract with a school or
program to provide services to certain students;
amending s. 401.411, F.S.; providing that an impaired
practitioner may be reported to a consultant rather
than the department under certain circumstances;
amending s. 455.227, F.S.; conforming provisions to
changes made by the act; amending ss. 456.072,
457.109, 458.331, 459.015, 460.413, 461.013, 462.14,
463.016, and 464.018, F.S.; providing that an impaired
practitioner may be reported to a consultant rather
than the department under certain circumstances;
amending s. 464.204, F.S.; conforming provisions to
changes made by the act; amending ss. 465.016,
466.028, 467.203, 468.217, and 468.3101, F.S.;
providing that an impaired practitioner may be
reported to a consultant rather than the department
under certain circumstances; amending s. 474.221,
F.S.; conforming provisions to changes made by the
act; amending s. 483.825, F.S.; providing that certain
persons may be reported to a consultant rather than

the department under certain circumstances; providing
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an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 456.076, Florida Statutes, 1s amended to

read:

456.076 Impaired practitioner programs Freatment programs
=

fr g s PR i B i B N
TOTT—Tiipao £ C Pttt onatcts.

(1) As used in this section, the term:

(a) “Consultant” means the individual or entity who

operates an approved impaired practitioner program pursuant to a

contract with the department and who is retained by the

department as provided in subsection (2).

(b) “Evaluator” means a state-licensed or nationally

certified individual who has been approved by a consultant or

the department, who has completed an evaluator training program

established by the consultant, and who is therefore authorized

to evaluate practitioners as part of an impaired practitioner

program.

(c) “Impaired practitioner” means a practitioner with an

impairment.

(d) “Impaired practitioner program” means a program

established by the department by contract with one or more

consultants to serve impaired and potentially impaired

practitioners for the protection of the health, safety, and

welfare of the public.

(e) “Impairment” means a potentially impairing health

condition that is the result of the misuse or abuse of alcohol,

drugs, or both or a mental or physical condition that could
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affect a practitioner’s ability to practice with skill and
safety.

(f) “Inability to progress” means a determination by a

consultant based on a participant’s response to treatment and

prognosis that the participant is unable to safely practice

despite compliance with treatment requirements and his or her

participant contract.

(g) “Material noncompliance” means an act or omission by a

participant in violation of his or her participant contract as

determined by the department or consultant.

(h) “Participant” means a practitioner who is participating

in the impaired practitioner program by having entered into a

participant contract. A practitioner ceases to be a participant

when the participant contract is successfully completed or is

terminated for any reason.

(1) “Participant contract” means a formal written document

outlining the requirements established by a consultant for a

participant to successfully complete the impaired practitioner

program, including the participant’s monitoring plan.

(7J) “Practitioner” means a person licensed, registered,

certified, or regulated by the department under part III of

chapter 401; chapters 457 through 467; part I, part II, part

ITI, part V, part X, part XIII, or part XIV of chapter 468;

chapter 478; chapter 480; part III or part IV of chapter 483;

chapter 484; chapter 486; chapter 490; or chapter 491; or an

applicant under the same laws.

(k) “Referral” means a practitioner who has been referred

to a consultant for impaired practitioner program services,

either as a self-referral or otherwise, but who is not under a
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(a)+~= A practitioner er—reecoveredpractitioner licensed

under chapter 458, chapter 459, or part I of chapter 464; or
(b)2= An entity that employs:

l.a= A medical director who is must—beapraoctitieoner—or

torner licensed under chapter 458 or chapter

2.5+~ An executive director who 1is must—be—a—registered

AUrse—orarecovered—registered—maurse licensed under part I of
chapter 464.

(3) The terms and conditions of the impaired practitioner

program must be established by the department by contract with

each consultant for the protection of the health, safety, and

welfare of the public and must provide, at a minimum, for each

consultant to accept referrals of practitioners who have or are

suspected of having an impairment, arrange for the evaluation

and treatment of such practitioners as recommended by the

consultant, and monitor the recovery progress and status of

impaired practitioners to ensure that such practitioners are

able to practice the profession in which they are licensed with

skill and safety until such time as the consultant or department

concludes that monitoring by the consultant is no longer

required for the protection of the public or the practitioner’s

participation in the program is terminated for material

noncompliance or inability to progress.

(4) The department shall specify, in its contract with each

consultant, the types of licenses, registrations, or

certifications of the practitioners to be served by that

consultant.

(5) A consultant shall establish the terms of monitoring of
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178 an impaired practitioner and shall include the terms in a

179| participant contract. In establishing the terms of monitoring,

180 the consultant may consider the recommendations of one or more

181 approved evaluators, treatment programs, or treatment providers.

182| A consultant may modify the terms of monitoring if the

183 consultant concludes, through the course of monitoring, that

184 extended, additional, or amended terms of monitoring are

185 required for the protection of the health, safety, and welfare
186| of the public.

187 (6) A consultant may not evaluate, treat, or otherwise

188| provide direct patient care to practitioners in the operation of

189| the impaired practitioner program.

190 7 A VA PANE i T~ S VNS —INE B PN N T N ER 22 AN SN R SNE NP i B noexr
i Chrcroy T taoTritCtO oS ait—Timpar £t SO pPpTfattTrcTOnte<Tt
191 lt t 1nder +ha o o~ A ha ~h mi ] PRI -V I BTN B - B VNPT —IPNE 2
consu an O C T TS St T o wiirCrr— POy oo MmO Car— GO

192 or—an—exeegtive—direeter 1s not required to be licensed as a
193 substance abuse provider or mental health treatment provider
194 under chapter 394, chapter 395, or chapter 397 for purposes of
195| providing services under this program.

196 (8) 4yt~ Each Fhe consultant shall assist the department

197 and licensure boards on matters of impaired practitioners,

198 including the determination of prebablte—ecauvsepanel—and—+the

£ +hh1 o an~t o A
T Ccrirtrto ottt TOrt=

199 Adornartrmarmd 2 Sz 1+ 1 oo o g 3 o
SCpPpaorcCitc i Caotrty ity oot citC TooSPpOoOits=T o

200| This—anecludes—working—with department—investigators—to—determine

201 whether a practitioner is, in fact, impaired, as specified in

202 the consultant’s contract with the department.
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safety. Upon such determination, the chair or other designee may

refer the applicant to the consultant to facilitate fe¥ an

evaluation before the board certifies or declines to certify his

or her application to the department. If the applicant agrees to

the department’s deadline for
120.60(1) is

be evaluated by—the—eonsultant,
approving or denying the application pursuant to s.
tolled until the evaluation is completed and the result of the

evaluation and recommendation by—the—eonsuttant is communicated

to the board by the consultant. If the applicant declines to be

evaluated by—the—eonsuttant, the board shall certify or decline
to certify the applicant’s application to the department
notwithstanding the lack of an evaluation and recommendation by
the consultant.

(10) 44> (a) When Whemnever the department receives a written

er—e¥at+ legally sufficient complaint alleging that a
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with—slkidtd—and——safetyr and no complaint exists against the

practitioner Jlieensee other than impairment exists, the

department shall refer the practitioner to the consultant, along

with all information in the department’s possession relating to

The impairment does reporting—eof—such
infeormation—shalt not constitute grounds for discipline pursuant

the impairment.
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Failure to provide such
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provider.
(b)

impaired practitioner program for material noncompliance with a

When a referral or participant is terminated from the

participant contract, inability to progress, or any other
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of s. In addition, whenever the
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to the public health,

immediately communicate
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disclose all information in the consultant’s possession relating

to the practitioner to the department State—Surgeon—Generalt.
(13)

consultant pursuant to this section retains its confidential or

All confidential or exempt information obtained by the

exempt status when held by the consultant.

(14)44H An action for damages may not be brought against a

consultant, or a director, an officer, an employee, or an agent

of a consultant, and such person may not be held liable

financially for making a disclosure pursuant to this section or

for the consequences of such disclosure, or for any other action

or omission or the consequences of such action or omission

relating to the impaired practitioner program, including,

without limitation,

or certification dieensee;—or approved—treatment
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497 suspected of having an impairment. The department is not

498 responsible for paying for the care provided by approved

499 treatment providers or approved treatment programs or for the

500 services provided by a consultant to a student.

501 (b) A medical school accredited by the Liaison Committee on

502| Medical Education or the Commission on Osteopathic College

503| Accreditation, or another school providing for the education of

504 students enrolled in preparation for licensure as a health care

505| practitioner as defined in this chapter, or a veterinarian under

506| chapter 474, which is governed by accreditation standards

507 requiring notice and the provision of due process procedures to

508 students, is not liable in any civil action for referring a

509 student to the consultant retained by the department or for

510| disciplinary actions that adversely affect the status of a

511 student when the disciplinary actions are instituted in

512 reasonable reliance on the recommendations, reports, or

513 conclusions provided by such consultant, if the school, in

514 referring the student or taking disciplinary action, adheres to

515 the due process procedures adopted by the applicable

516 accreditation entities and if the school committed no

517 intentional fraud in carrying out the provisions of this

518 section.

519 Section 2. Paragraph (1) of subsection (1) of section

520 401.411, Florida Statutes, i1s amended to read:

521 401.411 Disciplinary action; penalties.—

522 (1) The department may deny, suspend, or revoke a license,
523 certificate, or permit or may reprimand or fine any licensee,

524 certificateholder, or other person operating under this part for

525 any of the following grounds:
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526 (1) The failure to report to the department any person

527 known to be in violation of this part. However, a professional

528 known to be operating under this part without reasonable skill

529| and without regard for the safety of the public by reason of

530 illness, drunkenness, or the use of drugs, narcotics, chemicals,

531 or any other type of material, or as a result of a mental or

532| physical condition, may be reported to a consultant operating an

533 impaired practitioner program as described in s. 456.076 rather

534 than to the department.

535 Section 3. Paragraph (u) of subsection (1) of section

536 455.227, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

537 455.227 Grounds for discipline; penalties; enforcement.—
538 (1) The following acts shall constitute grounds for which
539 the disciplinary actions specified in subsection (2) may be
540 taken:

541 (u) Termination from an impaired practitioner program =

542 | *treatmentprogram for impaired—Ppractitieners as described in s.
543 456.076 for failure to comply, without good cause, with the

544 terms of the monitoring or participant +reatment contract

545 entered into by the licensee or failing to successfully complete
546 a drug or alcohol treatment program.

547 Section 4. Paragraphs (i) and (hh) of subsection (1) of

548 section 456.072, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

549 456.072 Grounds for discipline; penalties; enforcement.—
550 (1) The following acts shall constitute grounds for which
551 the disciplinary actions specified in subsection (2) may be

552 taken:

553 (1) Except as provided in s. 465.016, failing to report to

554 the department any person who the licensee knows is in violation
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of this chapter, the chapter regulating the alleged violator, or

the rules of the department or the board. However, a person who

the licensee knows is unable to practice with reasonable skill

and safety to patients by reason of illness or use of alcohol,

drugs, narcotics, chemicals, or any other type of material, or

as a result of a mental or physical condition, may be reported

to a consultant operating an impaired practitioner program as

described in s. 456.076 rather than to the department.

(hh) Being terminated from an impaired practitioner program
that a—treotrent program for Twmpaired proctiticners,—whateh 13
overseen by a ahr—impairred—practitioner consultant as described

in s. 456.076, for failure to comply, without good cause, with

the terms of the monitoring or participant #£reatment contract

entered into by the licensee, or for not successfully completing
any drug treatment or alcohol treatment program.

Section 5. Paragraph (f) of subsection (1) of section
457.109, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

457.109 Disciplinary actions; grounds; action by the
board.—

(1) The following acts constitute grounds for denial of a
license or disciplinary action, as specified in s. 456.072(2):

(f) Failing to report to the department any person who the
licensee knows 1is in violation of this chapter or of the rules

of the department. However, a person who the licensee knows is

unable to practice acupuncture with reasonable skill and safety

to patients by reason of illness or use of alcohol, drugs,

narcotics, chemicals, or any other type of material, or as a

result of a mental or physical condition, may be reported to a

consultant operating an impaired practitioner program as
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described in s. 456.076 rather than to the department.

Section 6. Paragraph (e) of subsection (1) of section
458.331, Florida Statutes, 1s amended to read:

458.331 Grounds for disciplinary action; action by the
board and department.—

(1) The following acts constitute grounds for denial of a
license or disciplinary action, as specified in s. 456.072(2):

(e) Failing to report to the department any person who the
licensee knows is in violation of this chapter or of the rules

of the department or the board. However, a person who the

licensee knows is unable to practice medicine with reasonable

skill and safety to patients by reason of illness or use of

alcohol, drugs, narcotics, chemicals, or any other type of

material, or as a result of a mental or physical condition, may

be reported to a consultant operating an impaired practitioner

program as described in s. 456.076 rather than to the department

{

pIroszi +h doarn g r+man+ oA o 14+ a4 2+ h RSN SNE VS SN | n 1n
pProvOC— Tt C— O pPparocmCitc O COoOfrsorcaittc wI ot Tt O c O 1t
S Al S +h +h ooy roamant o £ o 456 NT7¢ (40 (B TATARY
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(7\ S A (O

\NLA A RS S 5 3 S w |

Section 7. Paragraph (e) of subsection (1) of section
459.015, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

459.015 Grounds for disciplinary action; action by the
board and department.—

(1) The following acts constitute grounds for denial of a
license or disciplinary action, as specified in s. 456.072(2):

(e) Failing to report to the department or the department’s
impaired professional consultant any person who the licensee or

certificateholder knows is in violation of this chapter or of
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the rules of the department or the board. However, a person who

the licensee knows is unable to practice osteopathic medicine

with reasonable skill and safety to patients by reason of

illness or use of alcohol, drugs, narcotics, chemicals, or any

other type of material, or as a result of a mental or physical

condition, may be reported to a consultant operating an impaired

practitioner program as described in s. 456.076 rather than to

the department A—+treatmentprovider,——approvedpursuant—teo—5-

Section 8. Paragraph (g) of subsection (1) of section
460.413, Florida Statutes, i1s amended to read:

460.413 Grounds for disciplinary action; action by board or
department.—

(1) The following acts constitute grounds for denial of a
license or disciplinary action, as specified in s. 456.072(2):

(g) Failing to report to the department any person who the
licensee knows is in violation of this chapter or of the rules

of the department or the board. However, a person who the

licensee knows is unable to practice chiropractic medicine with

reasonable skill and safety to patients by reason of illness or

use of alcohol, drugs, narcotics, chemicals, or any other type

of material, or as a result of a mental or physical condition,

may be reported to a consultant operating an impaired

practitioner program as described in s. 456.076 rather than to

the department.

Section 9. Paragraph (f) of subsection (1) of section

461.013, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:
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461.013 Grounds for disciplinary action; action by the
board; investigations by department.—

(1) The following acts constitute grounds for denial of a
license or disciplinary action, as specified in s. 456.072(2):

(f) Failing to report to the department any person who the
licensee knows 1is in violation of this chapter or of the rules

of the department or the board. However, a person who the

licensee knows is unable to practice podiatric medicine with

reasonable skill and safety to patients by reason of illness or

use of alcohol, drugs, narcotics, chemicals, or any other type

of material, or as a result of a mental or physical condition,

may be reported to a consultant operating an impaired

practitioner program as described in s. 456.076 rather than to

the department.

Section 10. Paragraph (f) of subsection (1) of section
462.14, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

462 .14 Grounds for disciplinary action; action by the
department.—

(1) The following acts constitute grounds for denial of a
license or disciplinary action, as specified in s. 456.072(2):

(f) Failing to report to the department any person who the
licensee knows 1s in violation of this chapter or of the rules

of the department. However, a person who the licensee knows is

unable to practice naturopathic medicine with reasonable skill

and safety to patients by reason of illness or use of alcohol,

drugs, narcotics, chemicals, or any other type of material, or

as a result of a mental or physical condition, may be reported

to a consultant operating an impaired practitioner program as

described in s. 456.076 rather than to the department.
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071 Section 11. Paragraph (1) of subsection (1) of section
672 463.016, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

673 463.016 Grounds for disciplinary action; action by the
674| board.—
675 (1) The following acts constitute grounds for denial of a

676 license or disciplinary action, as specified in s. 456.072(2):
677 (1) Willfully failing to report any person who the licensee
678 knows is in violation of this chapter or of rules of the

679 department or the board. However, a person who the licensee

680 knows is unable to practice optometry with reasonable skill and

681 safety to patients by reason of illness or use of alcohol,

682 drugs, narcotics, chemicals, or any other type of material, or

683 as a result of a mental or physical condition, may be reported

684 to a consultant operating an impaired practitioner program as

685| described in s. 456.076 rather than to the department.

086 Section 12. Paragraph (k) of subsection (1) of section

687 464.018, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

688 464.018 Disciplinary actions.—

689 (1) The following acts constitute grounds for denial of a

690 license or disciplinary action, as specified in s. 456.072(2):

691 (k) Failing to report to the department any person who the
692 licensee knows is in violation of this part or of the rules of

693 the department or the board. However, a person who the licensee

694 knows is unable to practice nursing with reasonable skill and

695 safety to patients by reason of illness or use of alcohol,

696 drugs, narcotics, chemicals, or any other type of material, or

697 as a result of a mental or physical condition, may be reported

698 to a consultant operating an impaired practitioner program as

699| described in s. 456.076 rather than to the department;—hewevers
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Section 13. of section
464.204, Florida Statutes,

464.204 Denial,

Paragraph (c) of subsection (2)
is amended to read:
suspension, or revocation of certification;
disciplinary actions.—

(2) When the board finds any person guilty of any of the
(1),

imposing one or more of the following penalties:

grounds set forth in subsection it may enter an order
(c) Imposition of probation or restriction of
certification, including conditions such as corrective actions

as retraining or compliance with the department’s impaired

practitioner program operated by a consultant as described in s.

456.076 anr—appreved—treatment programforimpaired

practitieoners.
Section 14. Paragraph (o) of subsection (1) of section
465.016, Florida Statutes, i1s amended to read:

465.016 Disciplinary actions.—

(1) The following acts constitute grounds for denial of a
license or disciplinary action, as specified in s. 456.072(2):

(0) Failing to report to the department any licensee under
chapter 458 or under chapter 459 who the pharmacist knows has
violated the grounds for disciplinary action set out in the law
under which that person is licensed and who provides health care
services in a facility licensed under chapter 395, or a health
maintenance organization certificated under part I of chapter
641,

in which the pharmacist also provides services. However, a
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729| person who the licensee knows is unable to practice medicine or

730 osteopathic medicine with reasonable skill and safety to

731| patients by reason of illness or use of alcohol, drugs,

732| narcotics, chemicals, or any other type of material, or as a

733| result of a mental or physical condition, may be reported to a

734 consultant operating an impaired practitioner program as

735 described in s. 456.076 rather than to the department.

736 Section 15. Paragraph (f) of subsection (1) of section

737 466.028, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

738 466.028 Grounds for disciplinary action; action by the
739| board.—
740 (1) The following acts constitute grounds for denial of a

741 license or disciplinary action, as specified in s. 456.072(2):

742 (f) Failing to report to the department any person who the
743 licensee knows, or has reason to believe, 1is clearly in

744 violation of this chapter or of the rules of the department or

745 the board. However, a person who the licensee knows, or has

746 reason to believe, is clearly unable to practice her or his

747| profession with reasonable skill and safety to patients by

748 reason of illness or use of alcohol, drugs, narcotics,

749 chemicals, or any other type of material, or as a result of a

750 mental or physical condition, may be reported to a consultant

751 operating an impaired practitioner program as described in s.

752 456.076 rather than to the department.

753 Section 16. Paragraph (h) of subsection (1) of section
754 467.203, Florida Statutes, 1s amended to read:
755 467.203 Disciplinary actions; penalties.—

756 (1) The following acts constitute grounds for denial of a

757 license or disciplinary action, as specified in s. 456.072(2):
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758 (h) Failing to report to the department any person who the
759 licensee knows 1is in violation of this chapter or of the rules

760 of the department. However, a person who the licensee knows is

761| unable to practice midwifery with reasonable skill and safety to

762| patients by reason of illness or use of alcohol, drugs,

763 narcotics, chemicals, or any other type of material, or as a

764 result of a mental or physical condition, may be reported to a

765 consultant operating an impaired practitioner program as

766| described in s. 456.076 rather than to the department.

767 Section 17. Paragraph (f) of subsection (1) of section

768 468.217, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

769 468.217 Denial of or refusal to renew license; suspension

770 and revocation of license and other disciplinary measures.—

771 (1) The following acts constitute grounds for denial of a

772 license or disciplinary action, as specified in s. 456.072(2):

773 (f) Failing to report to the department any person who the
774 licensee knows 1s in violation of this part or of the rules of

775 the department or of the board. However, a person who the

776| licensee knows is unable to practice occupational therapy with

777 reasonable skill and safety to patients by reason of illness or

778 use of alcohol, drugs, narcotics, chemicals, or any other type

779| of material, or as a result of a mental or physical condition,

780| may be reported to a consultant operating an impaired

781| practitioner program as described in s. 456.076 rather than to

782 the department.

783 Section 18. Paragraph (n) of subsection (1) of section
784 468.3101, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:
785 468.3101 Disciplinary grounds and actions.—

786 (1) The department may make or require to be made any
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investigations, inspections, evaluations, and tests, and require
the submission of any documents and statements, which it
considers necessary to determine whether a violation of this

part has occurred. The following acts shall be grounds for
disciplinary action as set forth in this section:

(n) Being terminated from an impaired practitioner program

operated by a consultant as described in s. 456.076 for failure

to comply, without good cause, with the terms of monitoring or a

participant contract entered into by the licensee, or for not

successfully completing a drug treatment or alcohol treatment

Section 19. Section 474.221, Florida Statutes, is amended

to read:

474 .221 Impaired practitioner provisions; applicability.—
Notwithstanding the transfer of the Division of Medical Quality
Assurance to the Department of Health or any other provision of

law to the contrary, veterinarians licensed under this chapter

shall be governed by the £reatment—of impaired practitioner
program provisions of s. 456.076 as if they were under the
jurisdiction of the Division of Medical Quality Assurance,
except that for veterinarians the Department of Business and
Professional Regulation shall, at its option, exercise any of
the powers granted to the Department of Health by that section,

and “board” shall mean board as defined in this chapter.
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8lo Section 20. Paragraph (o) of subsection (1) of section
817 483.825, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:
818 483.825 Grounds for disciplinary action.—
819 (1) The following acts constitute grounds for denial of a
820 license or disciplinary action, as specified in s. 456.072(2):
821 (0) Failing to report to the department a person or other
822 licensee who the licensee knows is in violation of this chapter
823 or the rules of the department or board adopted hereunder.

824| However, a person or other licensee who the licensee knows is

825| unable to perform or report on clinical laboratory examinations

826| with reasonable skill and safety to patients by reason of

827 illness or use of alcohol, drugs, narcotics, chemicals, or any

828 other type of material, or as a result of a mental or physical

829 condition, may be reported to a consultant operating an impaired

830| practitioner program as described in s. 456.076 rather than to

831 the department.

832 Section 21. This act shall take effect upon becoming a law.
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