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SUMMARY ANALYSIS
HB 1201 passed the House on March 1, 2018, and subsequently passed the Senate on March 9, 2018.

Florida law provides for the funding of postsecondary workforce education programs, which are programs that
provide competencies beyond a high school diploma that are needed for specific occupations. The programs
are administered by school districts and Florida College System institutions, and include adult general
education programs designed to improve the employability skills of the state's workforce, career certificate
programs, applied technology diploma programs, continuing workforce education courses, degree career
education programs, and apprenticeship and preapprenticeship programs. State funds allocated for
postsecondary workforce programs cannot be used to educate state or federal inmates.

HB 1201 allows postsecondary workforce program funds to be used to educate state inmates who have 24
months or less remaining on their sentences. It also authorizes the Department of Corrections (DOC) to
contract with a district school board, the Florida Virtual School, or a charter school to provide educational,
career, or vocational training to inmates through DOC's Correctional Education Program. The bill permits each
county to contract with a district school board, the Florida Virtual School, or a charter school to provide certain
education services for inmates in county detention facilities.

The bill may have an indeterminate positive fiscal impact on the private sector and does not appear to have a
fiscal impact on state or local governments.

The bill was approved by the Governor on March 23, 2018, ch. 2018-104 L.O.F., and will become effective on
July 1, 2018.

This document does not reflect the intent or official position of the bill sponsor or House of Representatives.
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I. SUBSTANTIVE INFORMATION
A. EFFECT OF CHANGES:
Background

Postsecondary Workforce Education Programs

Postsecondary workforce education programs are courses and programs administered by school
districts and Florida College System institutions which are designed to provide education for
occupations that require skills beyond a high school diploma but do not require a four-year degree.*
They include adult general education programs designed to improve the employability skills of the
state's workforce, career certificate programs, applied technology diploma programs, continuing
workforce education courses, degree career education programs, and apprenticeship and
preapprenticeship programs.? Any school district or Florida College System institution may conduct a
workforce education program, in which case it may receive funds through the General Appropriations
Act.? If a school district or college receives workforce education funds, it must use those funds to
benefit the workforce education programs it provides.*

Education for Inmates

The Correctional Education Program is a statutorily created program for educating prisoners and is
administered by the Department of Corrections (DOC).° The program is charged with developing
guidelines for collecting education-related information on each inmate, monitoring and assessing all
inmate education program services, approving educational programs, contracting with school districts
and colleges, and developing goals for the program, among other responsibilities.® DOC is vested with
the auttlority and responsibility to manage and operate the Correctional Education Program as provided
by law.

Since 2011, state funds allocated for postsecondary workforce programs are explicitly prohibited from
being used to educate state or federal inmates.®

Effect of Proposed Changes

HB 1201 removes the outright prohibition on using postsecondary workforce program funds to educate
prisoners. The bill permits postsecondary workforce program funds to be used to educate state inmates
who have 24 months or less remaining on their sentences. The bill authorizes DOC to contract with a
district school board, the Florida Virtual School, or a charter school authorized under s. 1002.33, F.S.,
to provide education services in the Correctional Education Program. Such services may include
educational, career, or vocational training authorized by DOC.

Lastly, the bill permits a county to contract with a district school board, the Florida Virtual School, or a
charter school authorized under s. 1002.33, F.S., to provide education services for inmates at county
detention facilities. Such services may include educational, career, or vocational training authorized by
the county sheriff or chief correctional officer.
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~N o g~ W NP

(ORONONONORGNON

8

STORAGE NAME: h1201z1.CRJ PAGE: 2
DATE: March 28, 2018



[I. FISCAL ANALYSIS & ECONOMIC IMPACT STATEMENT
A. FISCAL IMPACT ON STATE GOVERNMENT:
1. Revenues:
None.
2. Expenditures:
None.
B. FISCAL IMPACT ON LOCAL GOVERNMENTS:
1. Revenues:
None.
2. Expenditures:
None.
C. DIRECT ECONOMIC IMPACT ON PRIVATE SECTOR:

The bill may result in greater numbers of state prisoners being better educated upon release, which
could have an indeterminate positive impact on the private sector.

D. FISCAL COMMENTS:

None.
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