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HB 7055 2018

1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to education; amending s. 1001.10,

3 F.S.; authorizing the Commissioner of Education to

4 coordinate resources during an emergency; amending s.
5 1001.51, F.S.; revising the duties and

6 responsibilities of superintendents relating to the

7 organization of schools; amending s. 1013.28, F.S.;

8 requiring school districts to provide charter schools
9 access to certain property on the same basis as public
10 schools; prohibiting certain actions by a charter

11 school without the permission of the school district;
12 amending s. 1008.22, F.S.; requiring certain portions
13 of the English Language Arts assessments to include
14 social studies content; revising the format

15 requirements for certain statewide assessments;

16 requiring published assessment items to be in a format
17 that meets certain criteria; amending s. 1002.33,

18 F.S.; revising the criteria for denying high-

19 performing charter school system applications;
20 revising the requirements for the term of a charter;
21 revising provisions for the nonrenewal or termination
22 of a charter; revising the process for resolving
23 contractual disputes; amending s. 1012.562, F.S.;
24 authorizing charter schools and charter management
25 organizations to offer school leader preparation

Page 1 of 117

CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions.
hb7055-00



F L ORTIDA H O U S E O F R EPRESENTATI V E S

HB 7055 2018
26 programs; amending s. 1011.6202, F.S.; renaming the
277 "Principal Autonomy Pilot Program" as the "Principal
28 Autonomy Program"; providing that any school district
29 may apply to participate in the program; providing
30 that a school shall retain its exemption from
31 specified laws under specified circumstances;
32 requiring a designated leadership team at a
33 participating school to complete a certain turnaround
34 program; deleting a provision providing a specified
35 amount of funds to a participating school district
36 that completes the turnaround program; authorizing
37 certain principals to manage additional schools under
38 the control of an independent governing board;
39 providing requirements for such schools; providing for
40 such schools to participate in the program; providing
41 requirements for such participation; specifying that
42 no school district liability arises from the
43 management of such schools; deleting a school's
44 authority to renew participation in the program;
45 deleting reporting requirements; providing funding;
46 revising the principal eligibility criteria for a
477 salary supplement through the program; amending s.
48 1007.271, F.S.; deleting a requirement for a home
49 education student to provide his or her own
50 instructional materials; revising the requirements for
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51 a private school articulation agreement; amending s.
52 1012.98, F.S.; requiring professional development
53 resources to include sample course-at-a-glance and
54 unit overview templates; providing requirements for
55 such templates; amending s. 1002.331, F.S.; revising
56 the criteria for designation as a high-performing
57 charter school; revising the calculation used to
58 determine facility capacity for such charter schools;
59 revising the number of schools that can be established
60 by a high-performing charter school; amending s.
61 1006.07, F.S.; revising district school board duties
62 to include security risk assessments; requiring
63 certain self-assessments to be in a specified format;
64 amending s. 1003.576, F.S.; requires a specified IEP
65 system to be used statewide; deleting an obsolete
66 date; amending s. 1012.32, F.S.; requiring a district
67 school board to waive certain costs 1if it fails to
68 notify a charter school of the eligibility status of
69 certain persons; creating s. 1002.411, F.S.;
70 establishing reading scholarship accounts for
71 specified purposes; providing for eligibility for
72 scholarships under the program; providing for
73 administration; providing duties of the Department of
74 Education; providing school district obligations;
75 specifying options for parents; providing that maximum
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76 funding shall be specified in the General

77 Appropriations Act; providing for payment of funds;

78 specifying that no state liability arises from the

79 award or use of such an account; amending s. 1002.385,
80 F.S.; revising eligible expenditures for the Gardiner
81 Scholarship Program; conforming provisions to changes
82 made by the act; amending s. 1002.421, F.S.; providing
83 private school requirements for participation in

84 educational scholarship programs; providing background
85 screening requirements and procedures for owners of

86 private schools; providing that a private school is

87 ineligible to participate in an educational

88 scholarship program under certain circumstances;

89 providing department obligations relating to education
90 scholarship programs; providing commissioner authority
91 and responsibilities for educational scholarship

92 programs; authorizing the commissioner to deny,

93 suspend, or revoke a private school's participation in
94 an educational scholarship program; amending s.

95 1002.39, F.S.; conforming provisions to changes made
96 by the act; amending s. 1002.395, F.S.; revising the
97 requirements for an annual report of certain student
98 data for the Florida Tax Credit Scholarship Program;
99 conforming provisions to changes made by the act;
100 amending s. 1002.37, F.S.; requiring school districts
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101 to provide Florida Virtual School students access to
102 certain examinations and assessments and certain
103 information; amending s. 1011.62, F.S.; prohibiting
104 the award of certain bonuses to teachers who fail to
105 maintain the security of certain examinations or
106 violate certain protocols; authorizing the State Board
107 of Education to adopt rules for specified purposes;
108 amending ss. 1012.28 and 1013.62, F.S.; conforming
109 provisions to changes made by the act; providing an
110 appropriation; providing an effective date.

111
112] Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
113
114 Section 1. Subsection (8) is added to section 1001.10,
115 Florida Statutes, to read:

116 1001.10 Commissioner of Education; general powers and
117 duties.—

118 (8) In the event of an emergency, the commissioner may

119 coordinate through the most appropriate means of communication

120 with local school districts, Florida College System

121 institutions, and satellite offices of the Division of Blind

122 Services and the Division of Vocational Rehabilitation to assess

123 the need for resources and assistance to enable each school,

124 institution, or satellite office to reopen as soon as possible

125 after considering the health, safety, and welfare of students
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126 and clients.

127 Section 2. Subsection (6) of section 1001.51, Florida

128 Statutes, is amended to read:

129 1001.51 Duties and responsibilities of district school
130 superintendent.—The district school superintendent shall

131| exercise all powers and perform all duties listed below and

132 elsewhere in the law, provided that, in so doing, he or she

133 shall advise and counsel with the district school board. The
134| district school superintendent shall perform all tasks necessary
135 to make sound recommendations, nominations, proposals, and

136| reports required by law to be acted upon by the district school
137 board. All such recommendations, nominations, proposals, and
138 reports by the district school superintendent shall be either
139| recorded in the minutes or shall be made in writing, noted in
140 the minutes, and filed in the public records of the district
141 school board. It shall be presumed that, in the absence of the
142 record required in this section, the recommendations,

143 nominations, and proposals required of the district school

144 superintendent were not contrary to the action taken by the

145 district school board in such matters.

146 (6) ESTABLISHMENT, ORGANIZATION, AND OPERATION OF SCHOOLS,
147 CLASSES, AND SERVICES.—Recommend the establishment,

148 organization, and operation of such schools, classes, and

149 services as are needed to provide adequate educational

150 opportunities for all children in the district.
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151 (a) Recommendations may include the organization and

152 operation of schools to create the optimal learning environment

153 to address the academic needs of students by giving

154 instructional personnel freedom from burdensome regulations. To

155 avoid any conflict of interest regarding the review, approval,

156 and oversight of the school, members of the governing board may

157 not be employees of the school district or any school operated

158| by the governing board. Any school in which all instructional

159| personnel are employees of an independent governing board shall

160 operate in accordance with:

161 1. The contract between the independent governing board

162 and the school board; and

163 2. The exemptions from law provided in s. 1011.6202(3) (a)
164] and (b).

165 (b) For the purposes of tort liability, the independent

166| governing board, schools operated by the independent governing

167| Dboard, and its employees or agents shall be governed by s.

168 768.28. The school board shall not be liable for civil damages

169| under state law for the employment actions or personal injury,

170| property damage, or death resulting from an act or omission of

171 an independent governing board, a school operated by the

172 independent governing board, and its employees or agents.

173 (c) A school operated by the independent governing board

174 may be a private or a public employer. As a public employer, the

175 school may participate in the Florida Retirement System upon
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176 application and approval as a covered group under s.

177 121.021(34). If the school participates in the Florida

178 Retirement System, the school's employees shall be compulsory

179| members of the Florida Retirement System.

180 Section 3. Paragraph (a) of subsection (2) of section

181 1013.28, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

182 1013.28 Disposal of property.—
183 (2) TANGIBLE PERSONAL PROPERTY.—
184 (a) Tangible personal property that has been properly

185| <classified as surplus by a district school board or Florida

186| College System institution board of trustees shall be disposed
187 of in accordance with the procedure established by chapter 274.
188| However, the provisions of chapter 274 shall not be applicable
189 to a motor vehicle used in driver education to which title is
190 obtained for a token amount from an automobile dealer or

191| manufacturer. In such cases, the disposal of the vehicle shall
192| be as prescribed in the contractual agreement between the

193 automotive agency or manufacturer and the board. Tangible

194| personal property that has been properly classified as surplus,

195| marked for disposal, or otherwise unused by a district school

196| Dboard shall be provided for a charter school's use on the same

197| Dbasis as it is made available to other public schools in the

198 district. A charter school receiving property from the school

199| district may not sell or dispose of such property without

200| written permission of the school district.
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201 Section 4. Paragraphs (a) and (d) of subsection (3) and
202 paragraph (a) of subsection (8) of section 1008.22, Florida

203 Statutes, are amended to read:

204 1008.22 Student assessment program for public schools.—
205 (3) STATEWIDE, STANDARDIZED ASSESSMENT PROGRAM.—The

206| Commissioner of Education shall design and implement a

207 statewide, standardized assessment program aligned to the core
208 curricular content established in the Next Generation Sunshine
209 State Standards. The commissioner also must develop or select
210 and implement a common battery of assessment tools that will be
211| wused in all juvenile Jjustice education programs in the state.
212 These tools must accurately measure the core curricular content
213| established in the Next Generation Sunshine State Standards.

214 Participation in the assessment program is mandatory for all

215 school districts and all students attending public schools,

216 including adult students seeking a standard high school diploma
217 under s. 1003.4282 and students in Department of Juvenile

218 Justice education programs, except as otherwise provided by law.
219 If a student does not participate in the assessment program, the
220 school district must notify the student's parent and provide the
221| parent with information regarding the implications of such

222| nonparticipation. The statewide, standardized assessment program
223 shall be designed and implemented as follows:

224 (a) Statewide, standardized comprehensive assessments.—The

225 statewide, standardized Reading assessment shall be administered
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226 annually in grades 3 through 10. The statewide, standardized

227| Writing assessment shall be administered annually at least once
228 at the elementary, middle, and high school levels. When the

229| Reading and Writing assessments are replaced by English Language
230 Arts (ELA) assessments, ELA assessments shall be administered to
231 students in grades 3 through 10. Retake opportunities for the
232 grade 10 Reading assessment or, upon implementation, the grade
233 10 ELA assessment must be provided. Students taking the ELA

234 assessments shall not take the statewide, standardized

235| assessments in Reading or Writing. Reading passages and writing

236| prompts for ELA assessments shall incorporate grade-level core

237 curricula content from social studies be—administeredonline.

238 The statewide, standardized Mathematics assessments shall be

239 administered annually in grades 3 through 8. Students taking a
240 revised Mathematics assessment shall not take the discontinued
241 assessment. The statewide, standardized Science assessment shall
242 be administered annually at least once at the elementary and

243| middle grades levels. In order to earn a standard high school
244 diploma, a student who has not earned a passing score on the

245 grade 10 Reading assessment or, upon implementation, the grade
246 10 ELA assessment must earn a passing score on the assessment
247 retake or earn a concordant score as authorized under subsection

248 (9) .

249 (d) Implementation schedule.—
250 1. The Commissioner of Education shall establish and
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251| publish on the department's website an implementation schedule
252 to transition from the statewide, standardized Reading and

253| Writing assessments to the ELA assessments and to the revised
254| Mathematics assessments, including the Algebra I and Geometry
255| EOC assessments. The schedule must take into consideration

256 funding, sufficient field and baseline data, access to

257 assessments, instructional alignment, and school district

258| readiness to administer the assessments online. All such

259 assessments must be delivered through computer-based testings+
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261] eompurter—bosedfeorrat;as follews:—the grade 3 Mathematies
262| assessmentPpeginningin—the 20362017 school—eari—thegrade 4
263| EbEA—assessment; beginning—in—the 2015—2016——school—vyeari——and—the
264| grode—4Mathematiesassessment—beginning i —+the 2016201+

265 sehoot—year. Notwithstanding the requirements of this
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266| subparagraph, statewide, standardized ELA and mathematics

267 assessments in grades 3 through 8 & must be delivered only in a

268| paper-based format;—beginning—with—the 20172018 schocol—ears
269| anrd—altl-suveh ossessmentsmustbe paper—based no later than the
270 2018-2019 school year.

271 2. The Department of Education shall publish minimum and
272 recommended technology requirements that include specifications
273 for hardware, software, networking, security, and broadband

274 capacity to facilitate school district compliance with the

275| requirements of this section.
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276 (8) PUBLICATION OF ASSESSMENTS.—To promote transparency in
277 the statewide assessment program, in any procurement for the ELA
278 assessment in grades 3 through 10 and the mathematics assessment
279 in grades 3 through 8, the Department of Education shall solicit
280 cost proposals for publication of the state assessments on its
281| website in accordance with this subsection.

282 (a) The department shall publish each assessment

283| administered under paragraph (3) (a) and subparagraph (3) (b)1l.,
284| excluding assessment retakes, at least once on a triennial basis
285| pursuant to a schedule determined by the Commissioner of

286| Education. Each assessment, when published, must have been

287 administered during the most recent school year and be in a

288 format that facilitates the sharing of assessment items.

289 Section 5. Paragraphs (d) through (g) of subsection (8) of
290 section 1002.33, Florida Statutes, are redesignated as

291 paragraphs (c) through (f), and paragraph (b) of subsection (6),
292| paragraphs (a) and (e) of subsection (7), present paragraphs

293 (a), (b), and (c) of subsection (8), paragraph (n) of subsection
294 (9), and paragraph (b) of subsection (20) of that section are
295 amended to read:

296 1002.33 Charter schools.—

297 (6) APPLICATION PROCESS AND REVIEW.—Charter school

298 applications are subject to the following requirements:

299 (b) A sponsor shall receive and review all applications

300 for a charter school using the evaluation instrument developed
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301| by the Department of Education. A sponsor shall receive and

302 consider charter school applications received on or before

303| August 1 of each calendar year for charter schools to be opened
304 at the beginning of the school district's next school year, or
305 to be opened at a time agreed to by the applicant and the

306 sponsor. A sponsor may not refuse to receive a charter school
307 application submitted before August 1 and may receive an

308 application submitted later than August 1 if it chooses.

309| Beginning in 2018 and thereafter, a sponsor shall receive and
310 consider charter school applications received on or before

311 February 1 of each calendar year for charter schools to be

312 opened 18 months later at the beginning of the school district's
313 school year, or to be opened at a time agreed to by the

314 applicant and the sponsor. A sponsor may not refuse to receive a
315| charter school application submitted before February 1 and may
316 receive an application submitted later than February 1 if it

317 chooses. A sponsor may not charge an applicant for a charter any
318 fee for the processing or consideration of an application, and a
319| sponsor may not base its consideration or approval of a final
320 application upon the promise of future payment of any kind.

321 Before approving or denying any application, the sponsor shall
322 allow the applicant, upon receipt of written notification, at
323 least 7 calendar days to make technical or nonsubstantive

324 corrections and clarifications, including, but not limited to,

325 corrections of grammatical, typographical, and like errors or
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326| missing signatures, if such errors are identified by the sponsor
327 as cause to deny the final application.

328 1. In order to facilitate an accurate budget projection
329| process, a sponsor shall be held harmless for FTE students who
330 are not included in the FTE projection due to approval of

331 charter school applications after the FTE projection deadline.
332 In a further effort to facilitate an accurate budget projection,
333| within 15 calendar days after receipt of a charter school

334 application, a sponsor shall report to the Department of

335| Education the name of the applicant entity, the proposed charter
336| school location, and its projected FTE.

337 2. 1In order to ensure fiscal responsibility, an

338 application for a charter school shall include a full accounting
339 of expected assets, a projection of expected sources and amounts
340 of income, including income derived from projected student

341 enrollments and from community support, and an expense

342| projection that includes full accounting of the costs of

343 operation, including start-up costs.

344 3.a. A sponsor shall by a majority vote approve or deny an
345 application no later than 90 calendar days after the application
346 is received, unless the sponsor and the applicant mutually agree
347 in writing to temporarily postpone the vote to a specific date,
348 at which time the sponsor shall by a majority vote approve or
349| deny the application. If the sponsor fails to act on the

350 application, an applicant may appeal to the State Board of
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351 Education as provided in paragraph (c). If an application is
352 denied, the sponsor shall, within 10 calendar days after such
353 denial, articulate in writing the specific reasons, based upon
354 good cause, supporting its denial of the application and shall
355| provide the letter of denial and supporting documentation to the
356 applicant and to the Department of Education.

357 b. An application submitted by a high-performing charter
358| school identified pursuant to s. 1002.331 or a high-performing
359| charter school system identified pursuant to s. 1002.332 may be
360 denied by the sponsor only if the sponsor demonstrates by clear
361 and convincing evidence that:

362 (I) The application does not materially comply with the

363| requirements in paragraph (a) or, for a high-performing charter

364 school system, the application does not materially comply with
365 s. 1002.332(2) (b);

366 (IT) The charter school proposed in the application does
367| not materially comply with the requirements in paragraphs

368 (9) (a)-(£);

369 (ITI) The proposed charter school's educational program
370| does not substantially replicate that of the applicant or one of
371 the applicant's high-performing charter schools;

372 (IV) The applicant has made a material misrepresentation
373 or false statement or concealed an essential or material fact
374 during the application process; or

375 (V) The proposed charter school's educational program and
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376 financial management practices do not materially comply with the
377 requirements of this section.

378
379| Material noncompliance is a failure to follow requirements or a
380 violation of prohibitions applicable to charter school

381 applications, which failure is quantitatively or qualitatively
382 significant either individually or when aggregated with other
383| noncompliance. An applicant is considered to be replicating a
384| high-performing charter school if the proposed school 1is

385| substantially similar to at least one of the applicant's high-
386| performing charter schools and the organization or individuals
387 involved in the establishment and operation of the proposed

388 school are significantly involved in the operation of replicated
389 schools.

390 c. If the sponsor denies an application submitted by a

391 high-performing charter school or a high-performing charter

392 school system, the sponsor must, within 10 calendar days after
393 such denial, state in writing the specific reasons, based upon
394 the criteria in sub-subparagraph b., supporting its denial of
395 the application and must provide the letter of denial and

396 supporting documentation to the applicant and to the Department
397 of Education. The applicant may appeal the sponsor's denial of
398 the application in accordance with paragraph (c).

399 4. For budget projection purposes, the sponsor shall

400 report to the Department of Education the approval or denial of
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401 an application within 10 calendar days after such approval or
402 denial. In the event of approval, the report to the Department
403 of Education shall include the final projected FTE for the

404 approved charter school.

405 5. Upon approval of an application, the initial startup
406 shall commence with the beginning of the public school calendar
407 for the district in which the charter is granted. A charter

408 school may defer the opening of the school's operations for up
409| to 3 2 years to provide time for adequate facility planning. The
410| charter school must provide written notice of such intent to the
411 sponsor and the parents of enrolled students at least 30

412 calendar days before the first day of school.

413 (7) CHARTER.—The terms and conditions for the operation of
414 a charter school shall be set forth by the sponsor and the

415| applicant in a written contractual agreement, called a charter.
416| The sponsor and the governing board of the charter school shall
417 use the standard charter contract pursuant to subsection (21),
418 which shall incorporate the approved application and any addenda
419| approved with the application. Any term or condition of a

420| proposed charter contract that differs from the standard charter
421 contract adopted by rule of the State Board of Education shall
422| be presumed a limitation on charter school flexibility. The

423 sponsor may not impose unreasonable rules or regulations that
424| wviolate the intent of giving charter schools greater flexibility

425 to meet educational goals. The charter shall be signed by the
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426| governing board of the charter school and the sponsor, following
4277 a public hearing to ensure community input.

428 (a) The charter shall address and criteria for approval of
429 the charter shall be based on:

430 1. The school's mission, the students to be served, and
431 the ages and grades to be included.

432 2. The focus of the curriculum, the instructional methods
433| to be used, any distinctive instructional techniques to be

434| employed, and identification and acquisition of appropriate

435| technologies needed to improve educational and administrative
436| performance which include a means for promoting safe, ethical,
437 and appropriate uses of technology which comply with legal and
438| professional standards.

439 a. The charter shall ensure that reading is a primary

440 focus of the curriculum and that resources are provided to

441 identify and provide specialized instruction for students who
442 are reading below grade level. The curriculum and instructional
443 strategies for reading must be consistent with the Next

444 Generation Sunshine State Standards and grounded in

445 scientifically based reading research.

446 b. 1In order to provide students with access to diverse
447 instructional delivery models, to facilitate the integration of
448 technology within traditional classroom instruction, and to

449| provide students with the skills they need to compete in the

450 21st century economy, the Legislature encourages instructional
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451| methods for blended learning courses consisting of both

452 traditional classroom and online instructional techniques.

453 Charter schools may implement blended learning courses which
454 combine traditional classroom instruction and virtual

455 instruction. Students in a blended learning course must be full-
456 time students of the charter school pursuant to s.

457 1011.61(1) (a)l. Instructional personnel certified pursuant to s.
458 1012.55 who provide virtual instruction for blended learning
459 courses may be employees of the charter school or may be under
460 contract to provide instructional services to charter school
461| students. At a minimum, such instructional personnel must hold
462 an active state or school district adjunct certification under
463 s. 1012.57 for the subject area of the blended learning course.
464 The funding and performance accountability requirements for

465| Dblended learning courses are the same as those for traditional
466 courses.

467 3. The current incoming baseline standard of student

468 academic achievement, the outcomes to be achieved, and the

469| method of measurement that will be used. The criteria listed in
470 this subparagraph shall include a detailed description of:

471 a. How the baseline student academic achievement levels
472 and prior rates of academic progress will be established.

473 b. How these baseline rates will be compared to rates of
474 academic progress achieved by these same students while

475 attending the charter school.
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476 c. To the extent possible, how these rates of progress
477 will be evaluated and compared with rates of progress of other
478 closely comparable student populations.

479
480 The district school board is required to provide academic

481 student performance data to charter schools for each of their
482 students coming from the district school system, as well as

483| rates of academic progress of comparable student populations in
484 the district school system.

485 4. The methods used to identify the educational strengths
486 and needs of students and how well educational goals and

487 performance standards are met by students attending the charter
488 school. The methods shall provide a means for the charter school
489| to ensure accountability to its constituents by analyzing

490 student performance data and by evaluating the effectiveness and
491 efficiency of its major educational programs. Students in

492 charter schools shall, at a minimum, participate in the

493 statewide assessment program created under s. 1008.22.

494 5. In secondary charter schools, a method for determining
495| that a student has satisfied the requirements for graduation in
496| s. 1002.3105(5), s. 1003.4281, or s. 1003.4282.

497 6. A method for resolving conflicts between the governing
498| Dboard of the charter school and the sponsor.

499 7. The admissions procedures and dismissal procedures,

500 including the school's code of student conduct. Admission or
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501 dismissal must not be based on a student's academic performance.
502 8. The ways by which the school will achieve a

503 racial/ethnic balance reflective of the community it serves or
504| within the racial/ethnic range of other public schools in the
505 same school district.

506 9. The financial and administrative management of the

507 school, including a reasonable demonstration of the professional
508| experience or competence of those individuals or organizations
509| applying to operate the charter school or those hired or

510 retained to perform such professional services and the

511| description of clearly delineated responsibilities and the

512| policies and practices needed to effectively manage the charter
513 school. A description of internal audit procedures and

514 establishment of controls to ensure that financial resources are
515| properly managed must be included. Both public sector and

516| private sector professional experience shall be equally valid in
517 such a consideration.

518 10. The asset and liability projections required in the
519| application which are incorporated into the charter and shall be
520 compared with information provided in the annual report of the
521 charter school.

522 11. A description of procedures that identify wvarious

523 risks and provide for a comprehensive approach to reduce the

524 impact of losses; plans to ensure the safety and security of

525 students and staff; plans to identify, minimize, and protect
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526 others from violent or disruptive student behavior; and the

527| manner in which the school will be insured, including whether or
528 not the school will be required to have liability insurance,

529 and, if so, the terms and conditions thereof and the amounts of
530 coverage.

531 12. The term of the charter which shall provide for

532 cancellation of the charter if insufficient progress has been
533| made in attaining the student achievement objectives of the

534 charter and if it is not likely that such objectives can be

535| achieved before expiration of the charter. The initial term of a

536| charter shall be for 4—ex 5 years, excluding 1 planning year. In

537 order to facilitate access to long-term financial resources for
538 charter school construction, charter schools that are operated
539| by a municipality or other public entity as provided by law are
540 eligible for up to a 15-year charter, subject to approval by the
541| district school board. A charter lab school is eligible for a
542 charter for a term of up to 15 years. In addition, to facilitate
543| access to long-term financial resources for charter school

544 construction, charter schools that are operated by a private,
545 not-for-profit, s. 501 (c) (3) status corporation are eligible for
546| up to a 15-year charter, subject to approval by the district

547 school board. Such long-term charters remain subject to annual
548 review and may be terminated during the term of the charter, but
549| only according to the provisions set forth in subsection (8).

550 13. The facilities to be used and their location. The
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551 sponsor may not require a charter school to have a certificate
552 of occupancy or a temporary certificate of occupancy for such a
553 facility earlier than 15 calendar days before the first day of
554 school.

555 14. The gqualifications to be required of the teachers and
556 the potential strategies used to recruit, hire, train, and

557 retain qualified staff to achieve best wvalue.

558 15. The governance structure of the school, including the
559 status of the charter school as a public or private employer as
560 required in paragraph (12) (i).

561 16. A timetable for implementing the charter which

562 addresses the implementation of each element thereof and the

563| date by which the charter shall be awarded in order to meet this
564 timetable.

565 17. In the case of an existing public school that is being
566| converted to charter status, alternative arrangements for

567 current students who choose not to attend the charter school and
568 for current teachers who choose not to teach in the charter

569| school after conversion in accordance with the existing

570 collective bargaining agreement or district school board rule in
571 the absence of a collective bargaining agreement. However,

572 alternative arrangements shall not be required for current

573 teachers who choose not to teach in a charter lab school, except
574 as authorized by the employment policies of the state university

575 which grants the charter to the lab school.
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576 18. Full disclosure of the identity of all relatives

577 employed by the charter school who are related to the charter
578 school owner, president, chairperson of the governing board of
579| directors, superintendent, governing board member, principal,
580 assistant principal, or any other person employed by the charter
581 school who has equivalent decisionmaking authority. For the

582| purpose of this subparagraph, the term "relative" means father,
583 mother, son, daughter, brother, sister, uncle, aunt, first

584 cousin, nephew, niece, husband, wife, father-in-law, mother-in-
585 law, son-in-law, daughter-in-law, brother-in-law, sister-in-law,
586 stepfather, stepmother, stepson, stepdaughter, stepbrother,

587 stepsister, half brother, or half sister.

588 19. Implementation of the activities authorized under s.
589 1002.331 by the charter school when it satisfies the eligibility
590 requirements for a high-performing charter school. A high-

591| performing charter school shall notify its sponsor in writing by
592 March 1 if it intends to increase enrollment or expand grade

593 levels the following school year. The written notice shall

594 specify the amount of the enrollment increase and the grade

595 levels that will be added, as applicable.

596 (e) A charter may be terminated by a charter school's

597 governing board through voluntary closure. The decision to cease
598 operations must be determined at a public meeting. The governing
599| Dboard shall notify the parents and sponsor of the public meeting

600 in writing before the public meeting. The governing board must
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601 notify the sponsor, parents of enrolled students, and the

602 department in writing within 24 hours after the public meeting
603 of its determination. The notice shall state the charter

604 school's intent to continue operations or the reason for the
605 closure and acknowledge that the governing board agrees to

606| follow the procedures for dissolution and reversion of public
607 funds pursuant to paragraphs (8) (d)-(f) and (9) (o) paragraphs

608 LAt gr—and—Sr+{o).
609 (8) CAUSES FOR NONRENEWAL OR TERMINATION OF CHARTER.-—

610 (a) The sponsor shall make student academic achievement
611 for all students the most important factor when determining
612 whether to renew or terminate the charter. The sponsor may also

613| choose not to renew or may terminate the charter if the sponsor

614 finds that one of the grounds set forth below exists by clear
615 and convincing evidence fer—anyof—thefollowing grounds:

616 1. Failure to participate in the state's education

617 accountability system created in s. 1008.31, as required in this
618 section, or failure to meet the requirements for student

619| performance stated in the charter.

620 2. Failure to meet generally accepted standards of fiscal

621 management.

622 3. Material violation of law.
623 4. Other good cause shown.
624 (b) At least 90 days before renewing, nonrenewing, or

625| terminating a charter, the sponsor shall notify the governing
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651 ofFEdueationnoJlater—+than 10
652 The charter school's governing board may, within 30 calendar
653 days after receiving the spenser's final order, appeal the

654 decision pursuant to s. 120.68.

655 (9) CHARTER SCHOOL REQUIREMENTS.—

656 (n)1. The director and a representative of the governing
657 board of a charter school that has earned a grade of "D" or "F"
658| pursuant to s. 1008.34 shall appear before the sponsor to

659| present information concerning each contract component having
660| noted deficiencies. The director and a representative of the
661 governing board shall submit to the sponsor for approval a

662 school improvement plan to raise student performance. Upon

663 approval by the sponsor, the charter school shall begin

664 implementation of the school improvement plan. The department
665 shall offer technical assistance and training to the charter
666 school and its governing board and establish guidelines for

667 developing, submitting, and approving such plans.

668 2.a. If a charter school earns three consecutive grades
669| below a "C," the charter school governing board shall choose one
670 of the following corrective actions:

671 (I) Contract for educational services to be provided

672 directly to students, instructional personnel, and school

673 administrators, as prescribed in state board rule;

674 (IT) Contract with an outside entity that has a

675 demonstrated record of effectiveness to operate the school;
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676 (ITI) Reorganize the school under a new director or

677| principal who is authorized to hire new staff; or

678 (IV) Voluntarily close the charter school.

679 b. The charter school must implement the corrective action
680 in the school year following receipt of a third consecutive

681 grade below a "C."

682 c. The sponsor may annually waive a corrective action if
683| 1t determines that the charter school is likely to improve a

684| letter grade if additional time is provided to implement the

685 intervention and support strategies prescribed by the school

686| 1improvement plan. Notwithstanding this sub-subparagraph, a

687 charter school that earns a second consecutive grade of "F" is
688 subject to subparagraph 3.

689 d. A charter school is no longer required to implement a
690 corrective action if it improves to a "C" or higher. However,
691 the charter school must continue to implement strategies

692 identified in the school improvement plan. The sponsor must

693| annually review implementation of the school improvement plan to
694| monitor the school's continued improvement pursuant to

695 subparagraph 4.

696 e. A charter school implementing a corrective action that
697 does not improve to a "C" or higher after 2 full school years of
698 implementing the corrective action must select a different

699 corrective action. Implementation of the new corrective action

700 must begin in the school year following the implementation
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701| period of the existing corrective action, unless the sponsor
702 determines that the charter school is likely to improve to a "C"
703 or higher if additional time is provided to implement the

704 existing corrective action. Notwithstanding this sub-

705 subparagraph, a charter school that earns a second consecutive
706| grade of "F" while implementing a corrective action is subject
707 to subparagraph 3.

708 3. A charter school's charter contract is automatically
709| terminated if the school earns two consecutive grades of "F"
710 after all school grade appeals are final unless:

711 a. The charter school is established to turn around the
712| performance of a district public school pursuant to s.

713 1008.33(4) (b)2. Such charter schools shall be governed by s.
714 1008.33;

715 b. The charter school serves a student population the
716| majority of which resides in a school zone served by a district
717 public school subject to s. 1008.33(4) and the charter school
718 earns at least a grade of "D" in its third year of operation.
719 The exception provided under this sub-subparagraph does not
720 apply to a charter school in its fourth year of operation and
721 thereafter; or

722 c. The state board grants the charter school a waiver of
723| termination. The charter school must request the waiver within
724 15 days after the department's official release of school

725 grades. The state board may waive termination if the charter
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school demonstrates that the Learning Gains of its students on
statewide assessments are comparable to or better than the
Learning Gains of similarly situated students enrolled in nearby
district public schools. The waiver is wvalid for 1 year and may
only be granted once. Charter schools that have been in
operation for more than 5 years are not eligible for a waiver

under this sub-subparagraph.

The sponsor shall notify the charter school's governing board,
the charter school principal, and the department in writing when

a charter contract is terminated under this subparagraph. The

ES S N SN EE NN SO SN SN S C P SR O + + 1 BN LI B A N £ N
L SPI NP i ) 1) (N S R Y @ R WS S N i TITCO T I 45 A ) weay T J_\.,\iu_LJ_\.,lll\.allL.,u - t/uJ_u\.jJ_ut/J.L

A\

+8)r+e)= A charter terminated under this subparagraph must follow
the procedures for dissolution and reversion of public funds
pursuant to paragraphs (8) (d)-(f) and (9) (0) paragraphs—3 e
g and (9 (o).

4. The director and a representative of the governing

board of a graded charter school that has implemented a school
improvement plan under this paragraph shall appear before the
sponsor at least once a year to present information regarding
the progress of intervention and support strategies implemented
by the school pursuant to the school improvement plan and
corrective actions, if applicable. The sponsor shall communicate
at the meeting, and in writing to the director, the services

provided to the school to help the school address its
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751 deficiencies.

752 5. ©Notwithstanding any provision of this paragraph except
753 sub-subparagraphs 3.a.-c., the sponsor may terminate the charter
754 at any time pursuant to subsection (8).

755 (20) SERVICES.—

756 (b) If goods and services are made available to the

757 charter school through the contract with the school district,
758 they shall be provided to the charter school at a rate no

759 greater than the district's actual cost unless mutually agreed
760 upon by the charter school and the sponsor in a contract

761| negotiated separately from the charter. When mediation has

762 failed to resolve disputes over contracted services or

763 contractual matters not included in the charter, an appeal may

764| be made to an administrative law judge appointed by the Division

765| of Administrative Hearings. The administrative law judge has

766 final order authority to rule on the dispute. The administrative

767 law judge shall award the prevailing party reasonable attorney

768 fees and costs incurred during the mediation process,

769 administrative proceeding, and any appeals, to be paid by the

770| party whom the administrative law judge rules against fer—a

771 A1 a4+ ool A A ra vy AL A s +h Ch oyt
Oropotct TS SOoOTacTroOT It rr g ot oTrC—cnC— Tt ©

772 Commission. To maximize the use of state funds, school districts
773 shall allow charter schools to participate in the sponsor's bulk
774| purchasing program if applicable.

775 Section 6. Section 1012.562, Florida Statutes, is amended
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776 to read:

777 1012.562 Public accountability and state approval of

778 school leader preparation programs.—The Department of Education
779 shall establish a process for the approval of Level I and Level
780 IT school leader preparation programs that will enable aspiring
781 school leaders to obtain their certificate in educational

782 leadership under s. 1012.56. School leader preparation programs
783| must be competency-based, aligned to the principal leadership
784 standards adopted by the state board, and open to individuals
785| employed by public schools, including charter schools and

786| wvirtual schools. Level I programs may—be—offeredbyschool

787| eistrietseor postscecondaryinstitutiens—and lead to initial

788| certification in educational leadership for the purpose of

789| preparing individuals to serve as school administrators. Level

790 IT programs maybe—-offeredby sechoot—distrietsy build upon Level

P

791 I training+ and lead to renewal certification as a school

792| principal.

793 (1) PURPOSE.—The purpose of school leader preparation

794| programs are to:

795 (a) Increase the supply of effective school leaders in the
796| public schools of this state.

797 (b) Produce school leaders who are prepared to lead the
798 state's diverse student population in meeting high standards for
799| academic achievement.

800 (c) Enable school leaders to facilitate the development
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801 and retention of effective and highly effective classroom

802 teachers.

803 (d) Produce leaders with the competencies and skills

804 necessary to achieve the state's education goals.

805 (e) Sustain the state system of school improvement and
806| education accountability.

807 (2) LEVEL I PROGRAMS.—

808 (a) Initial approval of a Level I program shall be for a
809| period of 5 years. A postsecondary institution, e¥ school

810| district, charter school, or charter management organization may

811 submit to the department in a format prescribed by the

812| department an application to establish a Level I school leader
813| preparation program. To be approved, a Level I program must:
814 1. Provide competency-based training aligned to the

815| principal leadership standards adopted by the State Board of
816| Education.

817 2. If the program is provided by a postsecondary

818 institution, partner with at least one school district.

819 3. Describe the qualifications that will be used to

820| determine program admission standards, including a candidate's
821 instructional expertise and leadership potential.

822 4. Describe how the training provided through the program
823 will be aligned to the personnel evaluation criteria under s.
824 1012.34.

825 (b) Renewal of a Level I program's approval shall be for a
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826| period of 5 years and shall be based upon evidence of the

827| program's continued ability to meet the requirements of

828| paragraph (a). A postsecondary institution or school district
829| must submit an institutional program evaluation plan in a format
830| prescribed by the department for a Level I program to be

831 considered for renewal. The plan must include:

832 1. The percentage of personnel who complete the program
833| and are placed in school leadership positions in public schools
834| within the state.

835 2. Results from the personnel evaluations required under
836| s. 1012.34 for personnel who complete the program.

837 3. The passage rate of personnel who complete the program
838| on the Florida Education Leadership Examination.

839 4. The impact personnel who complete the program have on
840 student learning as measured by the formulas developed by the
841 commissioner pursuant to s. 1012.34(7).

842 5. Strategies for continuous improvement of the program.
843 6. Strategies for involving personnel who complete the
844| program, other school personnel, community agencies, business
845| representatives, and other stakeholders in the program

846| evaluation process.

847 7. Additional data included at the discretion of the

848| postsecondary institution or school district.

849 (c) A Level I program must guarantee the high quality of

850 personnel who complete the program for the first 2 years after

Page 34 of 117

CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions.
hb7055-00



F L ORTIDA H O U S E O F R EPRESENTATI V E S

HB 7055 2018

851| program completion or the person's initial certification as a
852 school leader, whichever occurs first. If a person who completed
853 the program is evaluated at less than highly effective or

854 effective under s. 1012.34 and the person's employer requests
855 additional training, the Level I program must provide additional
856 training at no cost to the person or his or her employer. The
857 training must include the creation of an individualized plan

858 agreed to by the employer that includes specific learning

859 outcomes. The Level I program is not responsible for the

860| person's employment contract with his or her employer.

861 (3) LEVEL II PROGRAMS.—Initial approval and subsequent

862 renewal of a Level II program shall be for a period of 5 years.

863 A school district, charter school, or charter management

864 organization may submit to the department in a format prescribed

865| Dby the department an application to establish a Level II school
866 leader preparation program or for program renewal. To be

867 approved or renewed, a Level II program must:

868 (a) Demonstrate that personnel accepted into the Level II
869| program have:

870 1. Obtained their certificate in educational leadership
871| under s. 1012.56.

872 2. Earned a highly effective or effective designation

873 under s. 1012.34.

874 3. Satisfactorily performed instructional leadership

875 responsibilities as measured by the evaluation system in s.
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876 1012.34.

877 (b) Demonstrate that the Level II program:

878 1. Provides competency-based training aligned to the

879| principal leadership standards adopted by the State Board of
880 Education.

881 2. Provides training aligned to the personnel evaluation
882 criteria under s. 1012.34 and professional development program
883| in s. 1012.986.

884 3. Provides individualized instruction using a customized
885 learning plan for each person enrolled in the program that is
886| based on data from self-assessment, selection, and appraisal
887 instruments.

888 4. Conducts program evaluations and implements program
889 improvements using input from personnel who completed the

890| program and employers and data gathered pursuant to paragraph

891 (2) (b).

892 (c) Gather and monitor the data specified in paragraph
893 (2) (b) .
894 (4) RULES.—The State Board of Education shall adopt rules

895 to administer this section.

896 Section 7. Section 1011.6202, Florida Statutes, is amended
897| to read:

898 1011.6202 Principal Autonomy Pitet Program Initiative.—The
899 Principal Autonomy Pitet Program Initiative is created within

900 the Department of Education. The purpose of the pitet program is
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901 to provide a #he highly effective principal of a participating
902 school with increased autonomy and authority to operate his or

903| her school, as well as other schools, in a way that produces

904 significant improvements in student achievement and school

905| management while complying with constitutional requirements. The
906 State Board of Education may, upon approval of a principal

907 autonomy proposal, enter into a performance contract with the up
908| +*e——sewvern district school board beards for participation in the

909| pitet program.
910 (1) PARTICIPATING SCHOOL DISTRICTS.—Beginning with the

911 2018-2019 school year, contingent upon available funds, and on a

912 first-come, first-served basis, a Fhe district school board

913

914 Pinellas;—and—Seminote—Counties may submit, no later than

915 December 1, to the state board for approval a principal autonomy

916| proposal that exchanges statutory and rule exemptions for an

917 agreement to meet performance goals established in the proposal.

918 If approved by the state board, the eaeh—ef—+these school
919| district is distriets shall-—be eligible to participate in the

-
-

na
T—CT
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ar

2N 2
>

4+
T =3

d
D

4

H

920| piret program for 3 years. AE—E S5 Ye

v

921 | performanece—ofF all porticipating sehools—dnthe school—distriet
922 shall—be—-evaluateds

923 (2) PRINCIPAL AUTONOMY PROPOSAL.—

924 (a) To participate in the pitet program, a school district
925| must:
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926 1. Identify three schools that received at least two

927 school grades of "D" or "F" pursuant to s. 1008.34 during the
928| previous 3 school years.

929 2. Identify three principals who have earned a highly

930 effective rating on the prior year's performance evaluation

931| pursuant to s. 1012.34, one of whom shall be assigned to each of
932 the participating schools.

933 3. Describe the current financial and administrative

934| management of each participating school; identify the areas in
935| which each school principal will have increased fiscal and

936| administrative autonomy, including the authority and

937 responsibilities provided in s. 1012.28(8); and identify the

938 areas in which each participating school will continue to follow
939| district school board fiscal and administrative policies.

940 4. Explain the methods used to identify the educational
941 strengths and needs of the participating school's students and
942 identify how student achievement can be improved.

943 5. Establish performance goals for student achievement, as
944 defined in s. 1008.34 (1), and explain how the increased autonomy
945| of principals will help participating schools improve student
946 achievement and school management.

947 6. Provide each participating school's mission and a

948| description of its student population.

949 (b) The state board shall establish criteria, which must

950 include the criteria listed in paragraph (a), for the approval
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951 of a principal autonomy proposal.

952 (c) A district school board must submit its principal

953 autonomy proposal to the state board for approval by December 1
954 in order to begin participation in the subsequent school year.
955| By February 28 of the school year in which the proposal is

956 submitted, the state board shall notify the district school

957 board in writing whether the proposal is approved.

958 (3) EXEMPTION FROM LAWS.—
959 (a) With the exception of those laws listed in paragraph
960 (b), a participating school or a school operated by an

961 independent governing board pursuant to subsection (5) is exempt

962| from the provisions of chapters 1000-1013 and rules of the state
963| Dboard that implement those exempt provisions.

964 (b) A participating school or a school operated by an

965 independent governing board pursuant to subsection (5) shall

966 comply with the provisions of chapters 1000-1013, and rules of
967 the state board that implement those provisions, pertaining to
968 the following:

969 1. Those laws relating to the election and compensation of
970| district school board members, the election or appointment and
971 compensation of district school superintendents, public meetings
972 and public records requirements, financial disclosure, and

973| conflicts of interest.

974 2. Those laws relating to the student assessment program

975 and school grading system, including chapter 1008.
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976 3. Those laws relating to the provision of services to
977 students with disabilities.

978 4. Those laws relating to civil rights, including s.

979 1000.05, relating to discrimination.

980 5. Those laws relating to student health, safety, and
981| welfare.

982 6. Section 1001.42(4) (f), relating to the uniform opening
983| date for public schools.

984 7. Section 1003.03, governing maximum class size, except
985| that the calculation for compliance pursuant to s. 1003.03 is
986| the average at the school level for a participating school.
987 8. Sections 1012.22 (1) (c) and 1012.27(2), relating to
988 compensation and salary schedules.

989 9. Section 1012.33(5), relating to workforce reductions
990 for annual contracts for instructional personnel. This

991 subparagraph does not apply to at-will employees.

992 10. Section 1012.335, relating to annual contracts for
993 instructional personnel hired on or after July 1, 2011. This
994 subparagraph does not apply to at-will employees.

995 11. Section 1012.34, relating to personnel evaluation
996| procedures and criteria.

997 12. Those laws pertaining to educational facilities,

998 including chapter 1013, except that s. 1013.20, relating to
999 covered walkways for relocatables, and s. 1013.21, relating to

1000 the use of relocatable facilities exceeding 20 years of age, are
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1001 eligible for exemption.

1002 13. Those laws pertaining to participating school
1003 districts, including this section and ss. 1011.69(2) and
1004 1012.28(8) .

1005 (c) A school shall remain exempt, as provided in this

1006 subsection, beyond the term of the program so long as the school

1007 receives no grade lower than a "B."

1008 (4) PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT.—Each participating school
1009| district shall require that the principal of each participating
1010 school and a designated leadership team selected by the

1011| principal of the participating school;—a—three—member teadership
1012| +eamfrom—ecach participating school;——anddistrietperseonnel
1013| werkingwith ecaoch participating sehoot complete a nationally

1014 recognized school turnaround program which focuses on improving

1015 leadership, instructional infrastructure, talent management, and
1016| differentiated support and accountability. The required

1017| personnel must enroll in the nationally recognized school

1018 turnaround program upon acceptance into the pitet program. Eaeh

1019| perticipoting school distrietshall receive S$100,000Ffromthe
1020

EEEZSENENE VO E RN BT SNECOZNPZCE SR 2o

1021 tuJ_lluJ_uull\J_ T O LTIt e
I I

1022 (5) DISTRICT-INDEPENDENT AUTONOMOUS SCHOOLS.—To foster

1023 development of principal autonomy and autonomous schools,

1024| participating school districts may expand the impact of

1025| participating principals by allowing participating principals to
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1026| manage multiple schools under an independent governing board.

1027 (a) A participating principal who successfully completes

1028 the training required by subsection (4) may manage one Or more

1029 schools that are operated by an independent governing board

1030 through a contract with the school board. To avoid any conflict

1031 of interest regarding the review, approval, and oversight of the

1032 school, members of the governing board may not be employees of

1033| the school district or any school operated by the governing
1034| board.

1035 (b) For the purposes of tort liability, the independent

1036| governing board, autonomous school, and its employees or agents

1037 shall be governed by s. 768.28. The school board shall not be

1038| liable for civil damages under state law for the employment

1039 actions or personal injury, property damage, or death resulting

1040 from an act or omission of an independent governing board,

1041 autonomous school, and its employees or agents.

1042 (c) An autonomous school may be a private or a public

1043 employer. As a public employer, the autonomous school may

1044| participate in the Florida Retirement System upon application

1045 and approval as a covered group under s. 121.021(34). If an

1046 autonomous school participates in the Florida Retirement System,

1047 the school's employees shall be compulsory members of the

1048 Florida Retirement System.

1049 (6)45>> TERM OF PARTICIPATION.—The state board shall

1050 authorize a school district to participate in the pitet program
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1076| principal must:
1077 (a) Be rated "highly effective" as determined by the
1078| principal's performance evaluation under s. 1012.34;

1079 (b) Be transferred to, or manage pursuant to subsection

1080 (5), a school that earned a grade of "F" or two £hree

1081 consecutive grades of "D" pursuant to s. 1008.34 and provided
1082 additional authority and responsibilities pursuant to s.

1083| 1012.28(8); and

1084 (c) Have implemented a turnaround option under s. 1008.33

1085| s+—3608-33(4)> at a school as the school's principal or manager.

1086| The turnaround option must have resulted in the school improving
1087| by at least one letter grade while he or she was serving as the

1088| school's principal or manager.

1089 (8) RULEMAKING.—The State Board of Education shall adopt
1090 rules to administer this section.

1091 Section 8. Paragraph (b) of subsection (13) and paragraph
1092 (b) of subsection (24) of section 1007.271, Florida Statutes,

1093 are amended to read:

1094 1007.271 Dual enrollment programs.—
1095 (13)
1096 (b) FEach postsecondary institution eligible to participate

1097 in the dual enrollment program pursuant to s. 1011.62(1) (i) must
1098| enter into a home education articulation agreement with each
1099| home education student seeking enrollment in a dual enrollment

1100 course and the student's parent. By August 1 of each year, the
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1101 eligible postsecondary institution shall complete and submit the
1102 home education articulation agreement to the Department of

1103| Education. The home education articulation agreement must

1104 include, at a minimum:

1105 1. A delineation of courses and programs available to

1106 dually enrolled home education students. Courses and programs
1107 may be added, revised, or deleted at any time by the

1108| postsecondary institution.

1109 2. The initial and continued eligibility requirements for
1110| home education student participation, not to exceed those

1111 required of other dually enrolled students.

1112 3. The student's responsibilities for providing his or her
1113| own 4mstruetionatl materials—and transportation.

1114 4. A copy of the statement on transfer guarantees

1115| developed by the Department of Education under subsection (15).
1116 (24)

1117 (b) Each postsecondary institution eligible to participate
1118 in the dual enrollment program pursuant to s. 1011.62(1) (i) must
1119| enter into a private school articulation agreement with each
1120 eligible private school in its geographic service area seeking
1121 to offer dual enrollment courses to its students, including, but
1122 not limited to, students with disabilities. By August 1 of each
1123 year, the eligible postsecondary institution shall complete and
1124 submit the private school articulation agreement to the

1125| Department of Education. The private school articulation
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1126 agreement must include, at a minimum:

1127 1. A delineation of courses and programs available to the
1128| private school student. The postsecondary institution may add,
1129 revise, or delete courses and programs at any time.

1130 2. The initial and continued eligibility requirements for
1131| private school student participation, not to exceed those

1132 required of other dual enrollment students.

1133 3. The student's responsibilities for providing his or her
1134 own instructional materials and transportation.

1135 4. A provision clarifying that the private school will
1136| award appropriate credit toward high school completion for the
1137| postsecondary course under the dual enrollment program.

1138 5. A provision expressing that costs associated with

1139 tuition and fees, including registration, and laboratory fees,
1140 will not be passed along to the student.

1141

1142 | ecompensate—the postsceondary institution for +the standard

[O))
ol
H
N

P

1143 tuition—rate pereredithour for ecach dualenrolliment—ecourse
1144 taken—Py—tts—students

1145 Section 9. Subsection (11) of section 1012.98, Florida
11406 Statutes, is amended to read:

1147 1012.98 School Community Professional Development Act.—
1148 (11) The department shall disseminate to the school

1149 community proven model professional development programs that

1150 have demonstrated success in increasing rigorous and relevant
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1151 content, increasing student achievement and engagement, meeting
1152 identified student needs, and providing effective mentorship
1153 activities to new teachers and training to teacher mentors. The
1154| methods of dissemination must include a web-based statewide
1155 performance-support system including a database of exemplary
1156| professional development activities, a listing of available
1157 professional development resources, training programs, and

1158 available technical assistance. Professional development

1159 resources must include sample course-at-a-glance and unit

1160| overview templates that school districts may use when developing

1161 curriculum. The templates must provide an organized structure

1162 for addressing the Florida Standards, grade-level expectations,

1163| evidence outcomes, and 21st century skills that build to

1164 students' mastery of the standards at each grade level. Each

1165 template must support teaching to greater intellectual depth and

1166| emphasize transfer and application of concepts, content, and

1167 skills. At a minimum, each template must:

1168 (a) Provide course or year-long sequencing of concept-

1169 based unit overviews based on the Florida Standards.

1170 (b) Describe the knowledge and vocabulary necessary for

1171 comprehension.

1172 (c) Promote the instructional shifts required within the

1173 standards.

1174 (d) TIllustrate the interdependence of grade level

1175| expectations within and across content areas within a grade.
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1176 Section 10. Subsection (1), paragraph (a) of subsection
1177 (2), and paragraph (b) of subsection (3) of section 1002.331,
1178 Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

1179 1002.331 High-performing charter schools.—

1180 (1) A charter school is a high-performing charter school
1181 if it:

1182 (a) Received at least two school grades of "A" and no
1183 school grade below "B," pursuant to s. 1008.34, during each of

1184| the previous 3 school years or received at least two consecutive

1185 school grades of "A."=+

1186 (b) Received an unqualified opinion on each annual

1187| financial audit required under s. 218.39 in the most recent 3
1188| fiscal years for which such audits are available.

1189 (c) Did not receive a financial audit that revealed one or
1190| more of the financial emergency conditions set forth in s.

1191 218.503 (1) in the most recent 3 fiscal years for which such

1192 audits are available. However, this requirement is deemed met
1193 for a charter school-in-the-workplace if there is a finding in
1194 an audit that the school has the monetary resources available to
1195| cover any reported deficiency or that the deficiency does not
1196 result in a deteriorating financial condition pursuant to s.
1197 1002.345(1) (a) 3.

1198
1199 For purposes of determining initial eligibility, the

1200 requirements of paragraphs (b) and (c) only apply for the most
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1201 recent 2 fiscal years if the charter school earns two

1202 consecutive grades of "A." A virtual charter school established

1203| under s. 1002.33 is not eligible for designation as a high-
1204| performing charter school.

1205 (2) A high-performing charter school is authorized to:
1206 (a) 1Increase its student enrollment once per school year

1207 to more than the capacity identified in the charter, but student

1208| enrollment may not exceed the ewrrentfaoeility capacity of the

1209| facility at the time of enrollment. Facility capacity for

1210| purposes of grade level expansion shall include any improvements

1211 to an existing facility or any new facility in which a majority

1212 of the students of the high-performing charter school will
1213 enroll.
1214

1215 A high-performing charter school shall notify its sponsor in
1216| writing by March 1 if it intends to increase enrollment or

1217 expand grade levels the following school year. The written

1218 notice shall specify the amount of the enrollment increase and
1219 the grade levels that will be added, as applicable. If a charter
1220 school notifies the sponsor of its intent to expand, the sponsor
1221 shall modify the charter within 90 days to include the new

1222 enrollment maximum and may not make any other changes. The

1223 sponsor may deny a request to increase the enrollment of a high-
1224| performing charter school if the commissioner has declassified

1225 the charter school as high-performing. If a high-performing
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1226 charter school requests to consolidate multiple charters, the
1227 sponsor shall have 40 days after receipt of that request to

1228| provide an initial draft charter to the charter school. The

1229 sponsor and charter school shall have 50 days thereafter to

1230 negotiate and notice the charter contract for final approval by
1231 the sponsor.

1232 (3)

1233 (b) A high-performing charter school may not establish
1234| more than two eme charter schools sehee+ within the state under
1235| paragraph (a) in any year. A subsequent application to establish
1236 a charter school under paragraph (a) may not be submitted unless
1237| each charter school established in this manner achieves high-
1238| performing charter school status. However, a high-performing
1239 charter school may establish more than one charter school within
1240 the state under paragraph (a) in any year if it operates in the
1241 area of a persistently low-performing school and serves students
1242 from that school.

1243 Section 11. Subsection (6) of section 1006.07, Florida
1244 Statutes, is amended to read:

1245 1006.07 District school board duties relating to student
1246| discipline and school safety.—The district school board shall
1247| provide for the proper accounting for all students, for the

1248 attendance and control of students at school, and for proper
1249 attention to health, safety, and other matters relating to the

1250 welfare of students, including:
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1251 (6) SAFETY AND SECURITY BEST PRACTICES.—Each school

1252 district shall HUse—the Safety andSeecurity Best Practices
1253| devetoped by —the Officeof Program Poliey Aratysis—and
1254| Geverament—Aeccountabitity—+te conduct a security risk assessment

1255 at each public school and conduct a self-assessment of the

1256 school districts' current safety and security practices using a

1257 format prescribed by the department. Based on these assessment

1258 self-assessment findings, the district school superintendent
1259| shall provide recommendations to the district school board which
1260| identify strategies and activities that the district school

1261| Dboard should implement in order to improve school safety and
1262| security. Annually, each district school board must receive such
1263| findings and the superintendent's recommendations the—setf-

1264| assessment—¥resutts at a publicly noticed district school board

1265| meeting to provide the public an opportunity to hear the
1266 district school board members discuss and take action on the

1267| =epoert findings and recommendations. Each district school

)
ar

1268 superintendent shall report such findings the—self—-assessme

H

T

1269| =eswylts and school board action to the commissioner within 30
1270 days after the district school board meeting.

1271 Section 12. Section 1003.576, Florida Statutes, is amended
1272 to read:

1273 1003.576 1Individual education plans for exceptional

1274 students.—The Department of Education must develop and have an

1275 operating electronic IEP system in place for petentialt statewide
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-

1276| use mno—tater—than—Jutv 266 The statewide system shall be
1277 developed collaboratively with school districts and must include
1278 input from school districts currently developing or operating
1279| electronic IEP systems.

1280 Section 13. Subsection (2) of section 1012.32, Florida
1281 Statutes, 1is amended to read:

1282 1012.32 Qualifications of personnel.—

1283 (2) (a) Instructional and noninstructional personnel who
1284 are hired or contracted to fill positions that require direct
1285| contact with students in any district school system or

1286 university lab school must, upon employment or engagement to
1287| provide services, undergo background screening as required under
1288 s. 1012.465 or s. 1012.56, whichever is applicable.

1289 (b) Instructional and noninstructional personnel who are
1290 hired or contracted to fill positions in any charter school and
1291| members of the governing board of any charter school, in

1292 compliance with s. 1002.33(12) (g), must, upon employment,

1293 engagement of services, or appointment, undergo background

1294 screening as required under s. 1012.465 or s. 1012.56, whichever
1295 is applicable, by filing with the district school board for the
1296| school district in which the charter school is located a

1297 complete set of fingerprints taken by an authorized law

1298 enforcement agency or an employee of the school or school

1299| district who is trained to take fingerprints.

1300 (c) Instructional and noninstructional personnel who are
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1301 hired or contracted to fill positions that require direct

1302 contact with students in an alternative school that operates
1303| under contract with a district school system must, upon

1304 employment or engagement to provide services, undergo background
1305 screening as required under s. 1012.465 or s. 1012.56, whichever
1306| 1is applicable, by filing with the district school board for the
1307 school district to which the alternative school is under

1308 contract a complete set of fingerprints taken by an authorized
1309 law enforcement agency or an employee of the school or school
1310| district who is trained to take fingerprints.

1311 (d) Student teachers and persons participating in a field
1312| experience pursuant to s. 1004.04(5) or s. 1004.85 in any

1313 district school system, lab school, or charter school must, upon
1314| engagement to provide services, undergo background screening as
1315| required under s. 1012.56.

1316
1317 Fingerprints shall be submitted to the Department of Law

1318 Enforcement for statewide criminal and juvenile records checks
1319| and to the Federal Bureau of Investigation for federal criminal
1320 records checks. A person subject to this subsection who is found
1321 ineligible for employment under s. 1012.315, or otherwise found
1322 through background screening to have been convicted of any crime
1323 involving moral turpitude as defined by rule of the State Board
1324 of Education, shall not be employed, engaged to provide

1325 services, or serve in any position that requires direct contact
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1326| with students. Probationary persons subject to this subsection
1327 terminated because of their criminal record have the right to
1328 appeal such decisions. The cost of the background screening may
1329 be borne by the district school board, the charter school, the
1330 employee, the contractor, or a person subject to this

1331 subsection. If the district school board does not notify the

1332 charter school of the eligibility of governing board members and

1333 instructional and noninstructional personnel within 14 days

1334| after the submission of the fingerprints, it shall waive the

1335| cost of background screening.

1336 Section 14. Section 1002.411, Florida Statutes, is created
1337 to read:
1338 1002.411 Reading scholarship accounts.—

1339 (1) READING SCHOLARSHIP ACCOUNTS.—Reading scholarship

1340 accounts are established to provide educational options for

1341 students.

1342 (2) ELIGIBILITY.—Contingent upon available funds, and on a

1343 first-come, first-served basis, a student enrolled in a Florida

1344| public school is eligible for a scholarship under this program

1345 if the student scored a Level 1 or Level 2 on the grade 3

1346 statewide, standardized English Language Arts assessment.

1347 (3) PARENT AND STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES FOR

1348 PARTICIPATION.—

1349 (a) For an eligible student to receive a reading

1350 scholarship account, the student's parent must:
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1351 1. Submit an application to an eligible nonprofit

1352 scholarship-funding organization by the deadline established by

1353 the scholarship-funding organization; and

1354 2. Submit eligible expenses to the eligible nonprofit

1355 scholarship-funding organization for reimbursement of qualifying

1356| expenditures which may include:

1357 a. Instructional materials.
1358 b. Curriculum. As used in this sub-subparagraph, the term
1359 "curriculum" means a complete course of study for a particular

1360| content area or grade level, including any required supplemental

13061 materials and associated online instruction.

1362 c. Tuition and fees for part-time tutoring services

1363| provided by a person who holds a baccalaureate degree in the

1364 subject area; a person who holds an adjunct teaching certificate

1365| pursuant to s. 1012.57; or a person who has demonstrated a

1366| mastery of subject area knowledge pursuant to s. 1012.56(5).

1367 d. Fees for summer education programs.
1368 e. Fees for after-school education programs.
1369 f. Specialized services by approved providers or by a

1370 hospital in this state which are selected by the parent. These

1371 specialized services may include, but are not limited to:

1372 (I) Applied behavior analysis services as provided in ss.

1373| 627.6686 and 641.31098.

1374 (IT) Services provided by speech-language pathologists as
1375 defined in s. 468.1125.
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1376 (ITTI) Occupational therapy services as defined in s.

1377 468.203.

1378 (IV) Services provided by physical therapists as defined
1379] in s. 486.021.

1380 (V) Services provided by listening and spoken language

1381 specialists and an appropriate acoustical environment for a

1382 child who is deaf or hard of hearing and who has received an

1383| implant or assistive hearing device.

1384 (VI) Contributions to the Florida College Savings Program

1385| pursuant to s. 1009.981 for the benefit of the eligible student.
1386

1387| A provider of any services receiving payments pursuant to this

1388 subsection may not share, refund, or rebate any moneys from the

1389| reading scholarship with the parent or participating student in

1390 any manner. A parent, student, or provider of any services may

1391| not bill an insurance company, Medicaid, or any other agency for

1392 the same services that are paid for using reading scholarship

1393 funds.

1394 (b) The parent is responsible for the payment of all

1395 eligible expenses in excess of the amount in the account in

1396| accordance with the terms agreed to between the parent and any

1397| providers and may not receive any refund or rebate of any

1398 expenditures made in accordance with paragraph (a).

1399 (4) ADMINISTRATION.—An eligible nonprofit scholarship-

1400 funding organization participating in the Florida Tax Credit
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1401 Scholarship Program established by s. 1002.395 may establish

1402 reading scholarship accounts for eligible students in accordance

1403| with the requirements of eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding

1404 organizations under this chapter.

1405 (5) DEPARTMENT OBLIGATIONS.—The department shall have the

1406 same duties imposed by this chapter upon the department

1407 regarding oversight of scholarship programs administered by an

1408| eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organization.

1409 (6) SCHOOL DISTRICT OBLIGATIONS; PARENTAL OPTIONS.—Upon

1410 report of the assessment results pursuant to s. 1008.22(7) (h),

1411 the school district shall notify each parent, whose student

1412 scored a Level 1 or Level 2 on the grade 3 statewide,

1413 standardized English Language Arts assessment, of the process to

1414 request and receive a scholarship, subject to available funding.

1415 (7) ACCOUNT FUNDING AND PAYMENT.-—

1416 (a) The maximum amount granted for an eligible student

1417 shall be provided in the General Appropriations Act.

1418 (b) One hundred percent of the funds appropriated for the

1419| program shall be released to the department at the beginning of

1420 the first quarter of each fiscal year.

1421 (c) Upon notification from the organization that a student

1422 has been determined eligible, the department shall release the

1423 student's scholarship funds to the organization to be deposited

1424 into the student's account.

1425 (d) Accrued interest in the student's account is in
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1426 addition to, and not part of, the awarded funds. Program funds

1427 include both the awarded funds and accrued interest.

1428 (e) The organization may develop a system for payment of

1429 benefits by funds transfer, including, but not limited to, debit

1430 cards, electronic payment cards, or any other means of payment

1431 that the department deems to be commercially viable or cost-

1432 effective. A student's scholarship award may not be reduced for

1433| debit card or electronic payment fees. Commodities or services

1434 related to the development of such a system shall be procured by

1435| competitive solicitation unless they are purchased from a state

1436| term contract pursuant to s. 287.056. The school district shall

1437| report all students who are receiving a reading scholarship

1438 account under this program. These students shall be reported

1439 separately from other students reported for purposes of the

1440 Florida Education Finance Program.

1441 (f) Payment of the scholarship shall be made by the

1442| eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organization no less

1443 frequently than on a quarterly basis.

1444 (g) In addition to funds appropriated for scholarship

1445 awards and subject to a separate, specific legislative

1446| appropriation, an organization may receive an amount equivalent

1447 to not more than 3 percent of the amount of each scholarship

1448 award from state funds for administrative expenses if the

1449| organization has operated as a nonprofit entity for at least the

1450| preceding 3 fiscal years and did not have any findings of
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1451| material weakness or material noncompliance in its most recent

1452 audit under s. 1002.395. Such administrative expenses must be

1453 reasonable and necessary for the organization's management and

1454 distribution of scholarships under this section. Funds

1455 authorized under this paragraph may not be used for lobbying or

1456| political activity or expenses related to lobbying or political

1457 activity. An organization may not charge an application fee for

1458 a scholarship. Administrative expenses may not be deducted from

1459 funds appropriated for scholarship awards.

1460 (h) Moneys received pursuant to this section do not

1461 constitute taxable income to the qualified student or his or her

1462 parent.

1463 (i) A student's scholarship account must be closed and any

1464 remaining funds, including, but not limited to, contributions

1465| made to the Florida College Savings Program using program funds,

14606 shall revert to the state after:

1467 1. Denial or revocation of program eligibility by the

1468 commissioner for fraud or abuse, including, but not limited to,

1469 the student or student's parent accepting any payment, refund,

1470 or rebate, in any manner, from a provider of any services

1471 received pursuant to subsection (3); or

1472 2. Three consecutive fiscal years in which an account has

1473 been inactive.

1474 (8) LIABILITY.—No liability shall arise on the part of the

1475 state based on the award or use of a reading scholarship
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1476 account.

1477 Section 15. Paragraph (e) of subsection (2), paragraphs
1478 (d) and (h) of subsection (5), subsection (8), paragraph (a) of
1479 subsection (10), and paragraph (a) of subsection (11) of section

1480 1002.385, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

1481 1002.385 The Gardiner Scholarship.—
1482 (2) DEFINITIONS.—As used in this section, the term:
1483 (e) "Eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organization"

1484 or "organization" means a nonprofit scholarship-funding
1485| organization that is approved pursuant to s. 1002.395(15) s=

1486| 1602-38516).
1487 (5) AUTHORIZED USES OF PROGRAM FUNDS.—Program funds must

1488| be used to meet the individual educational needs of an eligible
1489 student and may be spent for the following purposes:

1490 (d) Eareldiment—dn+—eor Tuition or fees associated with
1491 full-time or part-time enrollment in——a—heome—ecducation program,

1492 an eligible private school, an eligible postsecondary

1493| educational institution or a program offered by the

1494| postsecondary institution, a private tutoring program authorized

1495| wunder s. 1002.43, a virtual program offered by a department-
1496| approved private online provider that meets the provider

1497| qualifications specified in s. 1002.45(2) (a), the Florida

1498| Virtual School as a private paying student, or an approved
1499 online course offered pursuant to s. 1003.499 or s. 1004.0961.

1500 (h) Tuition and fees for part-time tutoring services
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1501| provided by a person who holds a valid Florida educator's
1502 certificate pursuant to s. 1012.56; a person who holds an
1503 adjunct teaching certificate pursuant to s. 1012.57; a person

1504| who has a bachelor's degree or a graduate degree in the subject

1505 area in which instruction is given; or a person who has

1506| demonstrated a mastery of subject area knowledge pursuant to s.
1507 1012.56(5). As used in this paragraph, the term "part-time

1508 tutoring services" does not qualify as regular school attendance
1509| as defined in s. 1003.01(13) (e).

1510
1511| A provider of any services receiving payments pursuant to this
1512 subsection may not share, refund, or rebate any moneys from the
1513| Gardiner Scholarship with the parent or participating student in
1514 any manner. A parent, student, or provider of any services may
1515 not bill an insurance company, Medicaid, or any other agency for
1516| the same services that are paid for using Gardiner Scholarship
1517 funds.

1518 (8) PRIVATE SCHOOL ELIGIBILITY AND OBLIGATIONS.—An

1519| eligible private school may be sectarian or nonsectarian and
1520 shall:

1521 (a) Comply with all requirements for private schools

1522| participating in state school choice scholarship programs

1523 pursuant to s. 1002.421.

1524 TAZNAY Dayr~xzra A + +h PR RN I~ i SN EEE N SN VN E = 11
o7 T OV cTO—CTtt O oot 2o c Oty (SYSACES S R SR RS RO AT O Sy & g e

1525 dociiment ot A a0 Al LA N ISR R R PoNNE i BV R ZNENE VS S S I NN n
SoOComCirtaot O TCOurr SO o0 it —oStottirc o paotrft crCTrpaoc Oty
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1526| dneludingthe private schoeolt'ls—and student'sfee—sechedules—

1527 () R Ao Aam-a ~ T 17 St SN + +h NavaAnt £ o, + 1
\ = 1T LA.\_/LA.MCLLLJ.\_/LAJ.J._Y Ao T OUTITCOIO I T (- a—y T t/(_AJ.CllL_ [ S LllCCL—J—ll\j
1528| +£he—edueational receds—of the student—Pys
1529 | N o o g e a1 T 7 vz Al oy 4 +he vt o
LT e T (& J.LI.J.J.J.J.J.LI.LAJ.LI., (_ALLLLLA(_AJ.J._Y t/J.\JVJ.MJ.J.l\j Ry CTIT t/LAJ.CJ.lL_ i
1530| writtenexplaration eof +the student'ls progress—
1531 (b)1.2-~ Annually administer or make administeringor

1532| making provision for students participating in the program in
1533 grades 3 through 10 to take one of the nationally norm-

1534 referenced tests identified by the Department of Education or
1535| the statewide assessments pursuant to s. 1008.22. Students with
1536| disabilities for whom standardized testing is not appropriate
1537 are exempt from this requirement. A participating private school

1538 shall report a student's scores to the parent.

1539 2.3= Administer Cooperatingwith—the scholarshipstudent
1540 whose—parent—chooses—tohave—the studentpartieipate—3n the

1541 statewide assessments pursuant to s. 1008.22 exry if a private

1542 school chooses to offer the statewide assessments—administering

1543 the—assessments—at—the sehoot.
1544 &= A participating private school may choose to offer and

1545 administer the statewide assessments to all students who attend

1546 the private school in grades 3 through 10 and must—

1547 b—A—participatingprivate—sehool—shalt submit a request
1548 in writing to the Department of Education by March 1 of each
1549| vyear in order to administer the statewide assessments in the

1550 subsequent school year.
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1576| wviolation of this section.

1577 2. May determine the length of, and conditions for

1578 lifting, a suspension or revocation specified in this

1579 subsection.

1580 3. May recover unexpended program funds or withhold

1581 payment of an equal amount of program funds to recover program
1582 funds that were not authorized for use.

1583 4. Shall deny or terminate program participation upon a
1584| parent's forfeiture of a Gardiner Scholarship pursuant to

1585 subsection (11).

1586 (11) PARENT AND STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES FOR PROGRAM

1587 PARTICIPATION.—A parent who applies for program participation
1588| under this section is exercising his or her parental option to
1589| determine the appropriate placement or the services that best
1590 meet the needs of his or her child. The scholarship award for a
1591 student is based on a matrix that assigns the student to support
1592 Level III services. If a parent receives an IEP and a matrix of
1593 services from the school district pursuant to subsection (7),
1594 the amount of the payment shall be adjusted as needed, when the
1595 school district completes the matrix.

1596 (a) To satisfy or maintain program eligibility, including
1597 eligibility to receive and spend program payments, the parent
1598| must sign an agreement with the organization and annually submit
1599 a notarized, sworn compliance statement to the organization to:

1600 1. Affirm that the student is enrolled in a program that
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1601| meets regular school attendance requirements as provided in s.
1602 1003.01(13) (b)-(d) .

1603 2. Affirm that the program funds are used only for

1604 authorized purposes serving the student's educational needs, as
1605 described in subsection (5).

1606 3. Affirm that the parent is responsible for the education
1607 of his or her student by, as applicable:

1608 a. Requiring the student to take an assessment in
1609 accordance with paragraph (8) (b) paragraph—{S3+{ter;
1610 b. Providing an annual evaluation in accordance with s.

1611 1002.41 (1) (c); or

1612 c. Requiring the child to take any preassessments and

1613| postassessments selected by the provider if the child is 4 years
1614 of age and is enrolled in a program provided by an eligible

1615| Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program provider. A student
1616| with disabilities for whom a preassessment and postassessment is
1617| not appropriate is exempt from this requirement. A participating
1618 provider shall report a student's scores to the parent.

1619 4, Affirm that the student remains in good standing with
1620 the provider or school if those options are selected by the

1621| parent.

1622
1623| A parent who fails to comply with this subsection forfeits the
1624 Gardiner Scholarship.

1625 Section 16. Section 1002.421, Florida Statutes, 1is amended
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1626 to read:

1627 1002.421 Aecountabitity of private sechools partieipating

1628| 4n State school choice scholarship program accountability and

1629 oversight pregrams.—

1630 (1) PRIVATE SCHOOL ELIGIBILITY AND OBLIGATIONS.—A Flerida
1631| private school participating in £heFlerida—Tax—Credit

1632 SchetlarshipProgram—established pursuant—+teo—s-—310062-395—+»0* an
1633| educational scholarship program established pursuant to this

1634 chapter must be a Florida private school as defined in s.

1635| 1002.01(2), be registered, and be in compliance eempty with all

1636| requirements of this section in addition to private school

1637 requirements outlined in s. 1002.42, specific requirements

1638 identified within respective scholarship program laws, and other
1639| provisions of Florida law that apply to private schools, and
1640 must:=

1641 (D N gz o~ 1 ot g~ 0y 2 o o~ AT S el g
=7 Iy prrvaco o0 parcrCrpactTity Tit o oCciiOoTatr ST

1642| pregrammustbe o Floridaprivate school asdefined—3n—=s

1643 100202 —must e registeredin accordance—with s—3002-42
1644 aRe—musts

1645 (a) Comply with the antidiscrimination provisions of 42
1646| U.S.C. s. 2000d.

1647 (b) Notify the department of its intent to participate in
1648 a scholarship program.

1649 (c) Notify the department of any change in the school's

1650 name, school director, mailing address, or physical location
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within 15 days after the change.

(d) Provide to the department or scholarship-funding

organization all documentation required for a student's

participation, including the private school's and student's

individual fee schedule, and cemplete student—enroliment—and

EIR A T P I AWt T £+
T CToOTr I g—uostC—O=T

BN El rocmil ramant o 2N nl 2~
(=3 U T oY O T T TInCTITC Oy (S 7 J W e s mp iy w7

attendance verification as required by the department or

scholarship-funding organization fexm, prior to scholarship

payment.

(e) Annually complete and submit to the department a
notarized scholarship compliance statement certifying that all
school employees and contracted personnel with direct student
contact have undergone background screening pursuant to s.

943.0542 and have met the screening standards of s. 435.04.

(f) Demonstrate fiscal soundness and accountability by:

1. Being in operation for at least 3 school years or
obtaining a surety bond or letter of credit for the amount equal
to the scholarship funds for any quarter and filing the surety
bond or letter of credit with the department.

2. Requiring the parent of each scholarship student to
personally restrictively endorse the scholarship warrant to the

school or approve a funds transfer before any funds are

deposited for a student. The school may not act as attorney in

fact for the parent of a scholarship student under the authority

of a power of attorney executed by such parent, or under any
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1676 other authority, to endorse a scholarship warrant or approve a

1677 funds transfer warrants on behalf of such parent.

1678 (g) Meet applicable state and local health, safety, and

1679 welfare laws, codes, and rules, including:

1680 1. Firesafety.
1681 2. Building safety.
1682 (h) Employ or contract with teachers who hold

1683| Dbaccalaureate or higher degrees, have at least 3 years of

1684| teaching experience in public or private schools, or have

1685 special skills, knowledge, or expertise that qualifies them to
1686| provide instruction in subjects taught.

1687 (i) Maintain a physical location in the state where each

1688 student has regular and direct contact with teachers at the

1689 school's physical location.

1690 (J) Provide to the parent of each scholarship student on

1691 the school's website, or on a written form provided by the

1692 school, information regarding the school, including, but not

1693 limited to, programs, services, and the qualifications of each

1694 classroom teacher.

1695 (k) At a minimum, provide the parent of each scholarship

1696| student a written explanation of the student's progress on a

1697| quarterly basis.

1698 (1) Cooperate with a student whose parent chooses to

1699| participate in the statewide assessments pursuant to s. 1008.22.

1700 (m) 43> Require each employee and contracted personnel with
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1701 direct student contact, upon employment or engagement to provide
1702 services, to undergo a state and national background screening,
1703| pursuant to s. 943.0542, by electronically filing with the

1704 Department of Law Enforcement a complete set of fingerprints
1705 taken by an authorized law enforcement agency or an employee of
1706 the private school, a school district, or a private company who
1707 is trained to take fingerprints and deny employment to or

1708| terminate an employee if he or she fails to meet the screening
1709| standards under s. 435.04. Results of the screening shall be
1710| provided to the participating private school. For purposes of
1711 this paragraph:

1712 1. An "employee or contracted personnel with direct

1713 student contact" means any employee or contracted personnel who
1714| has unsupervised access to a scholarship student for whom the
1715| private school is responsible.

1716 2. The costs of fingerprinting and the background check
1717 shall not be borne by the state.

1718 3. Continued employment of an employee or contracted

1719| personnel after notification that he or she has failed the

1720| Dbackground screening under this paragraph shall cause a private
1721 school to be ineligible for participation in a scholarship

1722| program.

1723 4. An employee or contracted personnel holding a valid
1724 Florida teaching certificate who has been fingerprinted pursuant

1725 to s. 1012.32 is not required to comply with the provisions of
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1726 this paragraph.

1727 5.43+a)> All fingerprints submitted to the Department of
1728 Law Enforcement as required by this section shall be retained by
1729 the Department of Law Enforcement in a manner provided by rule
1730 and entered in the statewide automated biometric identification
1731 system authorized by s. 943.05(2) (b). Such fingerprints shall
1732 thereafter be available for all purposes and uses authorized for
1733| arrest fingerprints entered in the statewide automated biometric
1734 identification system pursuant to s. 943.051.

1735 6.4 The Department of Law Enforcement shall search all
1736| arrest fingerprints received under s. 943.051 against the

1737| fingerprints retained in the statewide automated biometric

1738| identification system under subparagraph 5 paragraph—a)r. Any

1739| arrest record that is identified with the retained fingerprints
1740 of a person subject to the background screening under this

1741 section shall be reported to the employing school with which the
1742| person is affiliated. Each private school participating in a
1743 scholarship program is required to participate in this search
1744| process by informing the Department of Law Enforcement of any
1745 change in the employment or contractual status of its personnel

1746| whose fingerprints are retained under subparagraph 5 paragraph

1747| +4&). The Department of Law Enforcement shall adopt a rule
1748 setting the amount of the annual fee to be imposed upon each
1749| private school for performing these searches and establishing

1750 the procedures for the retention of private school employee and
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1751 contracted personnel fingerprints and the dissemination of
1752 search results. The fee may be borne by the private school or
1753 the person fingerprinted.

1754 7.4e> Employees and contracted personnel whose

1755 fingerprints are not retained by the Department of Law

1756 Enforcement under subparagraphs 5. and 6. paragraphs—{ar—and

[

1757 are required to be refingerprinted and must meet state and

1758| national background screening requirements upon reemployment or
1759| reengagement to provide services in order to comply with the
1760| requirements of this section.

1761 8.4 Every 5 years following employment or engagement to
1762| provide services with a private school, employees or contracted
1763| personnel required to be screened under this section must meet
1764 screening standards under s. 435.04, at which time the private
1765 school shall request the Department of Law Enforcement to

1766| forward the fingerprints to the Federal Bureau of Investigation
1767 for national processing. If the fingerprints of employees or
1768 contracted personnel are not retained by the Department of Law

1769 Enforcement under subparagraph 5. paragraph—{=), employees and

1770 contracted personnel must electronically file a complete set of

1771 fingerprints with the Department of Law Enforcement. Upon

1772 submission of fingerprints for this purpose, the private school

1773 shall request that the Department of Law Enforcement forward the
1774 fingerprints to the Federal Bureau of Investigation for national

1775| processing, and the fingerprints shall be retained by the
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(n) 4> Adopt policies establishing standards of ethical

conduct for instructional personnel and school administrators.
The policies must require all instructional personnel and school

administrators, as defined in s. 1012.01, to complete training

on the standards; establish the duty of instructional personnel
and school administrators to report, and procedures for
reporting, alleged misconduct by other instructional personnel
and school administrators which affects the health, safety, or
welfare of a student; and include an explanation of the
liability protections provided under ss. 39.203 and 768.095. A

private school, or any of its employees, may not enter into a
confidentiality agreement regarding terminated or dismissed

instructional personnel or school administrators, or personnel
or administrators who resign in lieu of termination, based in
whole or in part on misconduct that affects the health, safety,

or welfare of a student, and may not provide the instructional
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1801| personnel or school administrators with employment references or
1802 discuss the personnel's or administrators' performance with

1803| prospective employers in another educational setting, without
1804 disclosing the personnel's or administrators' misconduct. Any
1805 part of an agreement or contract that has the purpose or effect
1806 of concealing misconduct by instructional personnel or school
1807 administrators which affects the health, safety, or welfare of a
1808 student is void, 1is contrary to public policy, and may not be
1809| enforced.

1810 (o)+e> Before employing instructional personnel or school
1811 administrators in any position that requires direct contact with
1812 students, conduct employment history checks of each of the

1813| personnel's or administrators' previous employers, screen the
1814| personnel or administrators through use of the educator

1815 screening tools described in s. 1001.10(5), and document the
1816 findings. If unable to contact a previous employer, the private
1817 school must document efforts to contact the employer.

1818 (p) Require each owner or operator of the private school,

1819| prior to employment or engagement to provide services, to

1820 undergo level 2 background screening as provided under chapter

1821 435. For purposes of this paragraph, the term "owner or

1822 operator" means an owner, operator, superintendent, or principal

1823| of, or a person with equivalent decisionmaking authority over, a

1824 private school participating in a scholarship program

1825| established pursuant to this chapter. The fingerprints for the
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1826| Dbackground screening must be electronically submitted to the

1827 Department of Law Enforcement and may be taken by an authorized

1828 law enforcement agency or a private company who is trained to

1829 take fingerprints. However, the complete set of fingerprints of

1830 an owner or operator may not be taken by the owner or operator.

1831 The owner or operator shall provide a copy of the results of the

1832 state and national criminal history check to the Department of

1833| Education. The cost of the background screening may be borne by

1834 the owner or operator.

1835 1. Every 5 years following employment or engagement to

1836| provide services, each owner or operator must meet level 2

1837 screening standards as described in s. 435.04, at which time the

1838 owner or operator shall request the Department of Law

1839| Enforcement to forward the fingerprints to the Federal Bureau of

1840 Investigation for level 2 screening. If the fingerprints of an

1841 owner or operator are not retained by the Department of Law

1842 Enforcement under subparagraph 2., the owner or operator must

1843| electronically file a complete set of fingerprints with the

1844 Department of Law Enforcement. Upon submission of fingerprints

1845 for this purpose, the owner or operator shall request that the

1846 Department of Law Enforcement forward the fingerprints to the

1847 Federal Bureau of Investigation for level 2 screening, and the

1848 fingerprints shall be retained by the Department of Law

1849 Enforcement under subparagraph 2.

1850 2. Fingerprints submitted to the Department of Law
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1851 Enforcement as required by this paragraph must be retained by

1852 the Department of Law Enforcement in a manner approved by rule

1853 and entered in the statewide automated biometric identification

1854 system authorized by s. 943.05(2) (b). The fingerprints must

1855 thereafter be available for all purposes and uses authorized for

1856| arrest fingerprints entered in the statewide automated biometric

1857 identification system pursuant to s. 943.051.

1858 3. The Department of Law Enforcement shall search all

1859| arrest fingerprints received under s. 943.051 against the

1860| fingerprints retained in the statewide automated biometric

1861 identification system under subparagraph 2. Any arrest record

1862| that is identified with an owner's or operator's fingerprints

1863| must be reported to the owner or operator who must report to the

1864 Department of Education. Any costs associated with the search

1865 shall be borne by the owner or operator.

1866 4. An owner or operator who fails the level 2 background

1867 screening is not eligible to provide scholarships under this

1868 section.

1869 5. In addition to the offenses listed in s. 435.04, a

1870| person required to undergo background screening pursuant to this

1871| part or authorizing statutes must not have an arrest awaiting

1872 final disposition for, must not have been found gquilty of, or

1873 entered a plea of nolo contendere to, regardless of

1874 adjudication, and must not have been adjudicated delinquent for,

1875 and the record must not have been sealed or expunged for, any of
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the following offenses or any similar offense of another

jurisdiction:

a. Any authorizing statutes, if the offense was a felony.

b. This chapter, if the offense was a felony.

c. Section 409.920, relating to Medicaid provider fraud.

d. Section 409.9201, relating to Medicaid fraud.

e. Section 741.28, relating to domestic violence.

f. Section 817.034, relating to fraudulent acts through
mail, wire, radio, electromagnetic, photoelectronic, or

photooptical systems.

g. Section 817.234, relating to false and fraudulent

insurance claims.

h. Section 817.505, relating to patient brokering.

i. Section 817.568, relating to criminal use of personal

vV E S

identification information.

j. Section 817.60, relating to

obtaining a credit card

through fraudulent means.

k. Section 817.61, relating to

fraudulent use of credit

cards, if the offense was a felony.

1. Section 831.01, relating to

forgery.

m. Section 831.02, relating to

uttering forged

instruments.

n. Section 831.07, relating to

forging bank bills, checks,

drafts, or promissory notes.

0. Section 831.09, relating to

uttering forged bank bills,
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1901 checks, drafts, or promissory notes.

1902 p. Section 831.30, relating to fraud in obtaining

1903| medicinal drugs.

1904 g. Section 831.31, relating to the sale, manufacture,

1905 delivery, or possession with the intent to sell, manufacture, or

1906 deliver any counterfeit controlled substance, if the offense was

1907 a felony.

1908 6. At least 30 calendar days before a transfer of

1909 ownership of a private school, the owner or operator shall

1910| notify the parent of each scholarship student.

1911 7. The owner or operator of a private school that has been

1912| deemed ineligible to participate in a scholarship program

1913| pursuant to this chapter may not transfer ownership or

1914| management authority of the school to a relative in order to

1915| participate in a scholarship program as the same school or a new

1916 school. For purposes of this subparagraph, the term "relative"

1917 means father, mother, son, daughter, grandfather, grandmother,

1918 brother, sister, uncle, aunt, cousin, nephew, niece, husband,

1919 wife, father-in-law, mother-in-law, son-in-law, daughter-in-law,

1920 brother-in-law, sister-in-law, stepfather, stepmother, stepson,

1921 stepdaughter, stepbrother, stepsister, half-brother, or half-

1922 sister.

1923 (q) Provide a report from an independent certified public

1924 accountant who performs the agreed-upon procedures developed

1925| pursuant to s. 1002.395(6) (o) if the private school receives
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1926| more than $250,000 in funds from scholarships awarded under this

1927 chapter in a state fiscal year. A private school subject to this

1928 subsection must annually submit the report by September 15 to

1929 the scholarship-funding organization that awarded the majority

1930 of the school's scholarship funds. However, a school that

1931 receives more than $250,000 in scholarship funds through the

1932 John M. McKay Scholarship for Students with Disabilities Program

1933| pursuant to s. 1002.39 only must submit the report by September

1934 15 to the department. The agreed-upon procedures must be

1935 conducted in accordance with attestation standards established

1936| by the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants.
1937

1938 The department shall suspend the payment of funds uwrder—ss-

1939| 16682-39—ard30682-385 to a private school that kmewinmgty fails to
1940 comply with this subsection, and shall prohibit the school from

1941| enrolling new scholarship students, for 1 fiscal year and until

1942 the school complies.

1943 5> If The—inabidity—of a private school fails to meet the

1944 requirements of this subsection or has consecutive years of

1945| material exceptions listed in the report required under

1946| paragraph (g), the commissioner may determine that the private

hall ~emod d e - P P - DAy N
i N € N CUTho T CTCTOTT T o IO i S T

1947 school is ineligible seetion

[0)]

1948 ineligibitity—eof+the private—sehoot to participate in a
1949 scholarship program as—determined by —the department.
1950 (2) DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION OBLIGATIONS.—

Page 78 of 117

CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions.
hb7055-00



F L ORTIDA H O U S E O F R EPRESENTATI V E S

HB 7055 2018

1951 (a) The Department of Education shall:

1952 1. Annually verify the eligibility of private schools that

1953| meet the requirements of this section, specific requirements

1954 identified within respective scholarship program laws, and other

1955| provisions of Florida law that apply to private schools.

1956 2. Establish a toll-free hotline that provides parents and

1957| private schools with information on participation in the

1958 scholarship programs.

1959 3. Establish a process by which individuals may notify the

1960| department of any violation by a parent, private school, or

1961| school district of state laws relating to program participation.

1962 If the department has reasonable cause to believe that a

1963| wviolation of this section or any rule adopted by the State Board

1964 of Education has occurred, it shall conduct an inquiry, or make

1965 a referral to the appropriate agency for an investigation. A

1966| department inquiry is not subject to the requirements of chapter

1967 120.

1968 4. Require an annual, notarized, sworn compliance

1969| statement from participating private schools certifying

1970 compliance with state laws, and retain such records.

1971 5. Coordinate with the entities conducting the health

1972 inspection for a private school to obtain copies of the

1973 inspection reports.

1974 6. Coordinate with the State Fire Marshal to obtain access

1975 to fire inspection reports for private schools. The authority
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1976 conducting the fire safety inspection shall certify to the State

1977 Fire Marshal that the annual inspection has been completed and

1978 the school is in full compliance.

1979 (b) The department may conduct site visits to any private

1980 school participating in a scholarship program pursuant to this

1981 chapter that has received a complaint about a violation of

1982 statute or state board rule pursuant to subparagraph (2) (a)3. or

1983| has received a notice of noncompliance or a notice of proposed

1984 action within the previous 2 years.

1985 (c) Annually, by December 15, the department shall report

1986| to the Governor, the President of the Senate, and the Speaker of

1987 the House of Representatives the department's actions in

1988 implementing accountability in the scholarship programs under

1989 this section, any substantiated allegations or violations of law

1990 or rule by an eligible private school under this program, and

1991 the corrective action taken.

1992 (3) COMMISSIONER OF EDUCATION AUTHORITY AND OBLIGATIONS.—

1993 The Commissioner of Education:

1994 (a) Shall deny, suspend, or revoke a private school's

1995| participation in a scholarship program if it is determined that

1996| the private school has failed to comply with the provisions of

1997 this section or exhibits a previous pattern of failure to

1998 comply. However, if the noncompliance is correctable within a

1999 reasonable amount of time, not to exceed 45 days, and if the

2000 health, safety, or welfare of the students is not threatened,
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2001 the commissioner may issue a notice of noncompliance which

2002| provides the private school with a timeframe within which to

2003| provide evidence of compliance before taking action to suspend

2004 or revoke the private school's participation in the scholarship

2005| program.

2006 (b) May deny, suspend, or revoke a private school's

2007| participation in a scholarship program if the commissioner

2008| determines that an owner or operator of the private school is

2009| operating or has operated an educational institution in this

2010| state or in another state or jurisdiction in a manner contrary

2011 to the health, safety, or welfare of the public or if the owner

2012 or operator has exhibited a previous pattern of failure to

2013| comply with this section or specific requirements identified

2014 within respective scholarship program laws. For purposes of this

2015 subsection, the term "owner or operator”" has the same meaning as

2016 in paragraph (1) (p).

2017 (c) In making such a determination, may consider factors

2018 that include, but are not limited to, acts or omissions by an

2019 owner or operator which led to a previous denial, suspension, or

2020 revocation of participation in a state or federal education

2021 scholarship program; an owner's or operator's failure to

2022 reimburse the department or scholarship-funding organization for

2023 scholarship funds improperly received or retained by a school;

2024 imposition of a prior criminal sanction related to an owner's or

2025 operator's management or operation of an educational
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2026 institution; imposition of a civil fine or administrative fine,

2027 license revocation or suspension, or program eligibility

2028 suspension, termination, or revocation related to an owner's or

2029 operator's management or operation of an educational

2030 institution; or other types of criminal proceedings in which an

2031 owner or operator was found guilty of, regardless of

2032 adjudication, or entered a plea of nolo contendere or guilty to,

2033 any offense involving fraud, deceit, dishonesty, or moral

2034 turpitude.

2035 (d) The commissioner's determination is subject to the

2036 following:

2037 1. TIf the commissioner intends to deny, suspend, or revoke

2038| a private school's participation in the scholarship program, the

2039| department shall notify the private school of such proposed

2040 action in writing by certified mail and regular mail to the

2041| private school's address of record with the department. The

2042 notification shall include the reasons for the proposed action

2043 and notice of the timelines and procedures set forth in this

2044| paragraph.
2045 2. The private school that is adversely affected by the

2046| proposed action shall have 15 days from receipt of the notice of

2047| proposed action to file with the department's agency clerk a

2048 request for a proceeding pursuant to ss. 120.569 and 120.57. If

2049| the private school is entitled to a hearing under s. 120.57(1),

2050 the department shall forward the request to the Division of
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2051| Administrative Hearings.

2052 3. Upon receipt of a request referred pursuant to this

2053| paragraph, the director of the Division of Administrative

2054 Hearings shall expedite the hearing and assign an administrative

2055 law judge who shall commence a hearing within 30 days after the

2056 receipt of the formal written request by the division and enter

2057 a recommended order within 30 days after the hearing or within

2058| 30 days after receipt of the hearing transcript, whichever is

2059| later. Each party shall be allowed 10 days in which to submit

2060| written exceptions to the recommended order. A final order shall

2061| be entered by the agency within 30 days after the entry of a

2062 recommended order. The provisions of this subparagraph may be

2063| waived upon stipulation by all parties.

2064 (e) The commissioner may immediately suspend payment of

2065 scholarship funds if it is determined that there is probable

2066 cause to believe that there is:

2067 1. An imminent threat to the health, safety, or welfare of

2068 the students;

2069 2. A previous pattern of failure to comply with this

2070 section; or

2071 3. Fraudulent activity on the part of the private school.

2072 Notwithstanding s. 1002.22, in incidents of alleged fraudulent

2073 activity pursuant to this section, the department's Office of

2074 Inspector General is authorized to release personally

2075 identifiable records or reports of students to the following
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2076| persons or organizations:

2077 a. A court of competent jurisdiction in compliance with an

2078 order of that court or the attorney of record in accordance with

2079 a lawfully issued subpoena, consistent with the Family

2080 Educational Rights and Privacy Act, 20 U.S.C. s. 1232g.

2081 b. A person or entity authorized by a court of competent

2082 jurisdiction in compliance with an order of that court or the

2083 attorney of record pursuant to a lawfully issued subpoena,

2084 consistent with the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act,

2085 20 U.S.C. s. 1232g.

2086 c. Any person, entity, or authority issuing a subpoena for

2087 law enforcement purposes when the court or other issuing agency

2088 has ordered that the existence or the contents of the subpoena

2089 or the information furnished in response to the subpoena not be

2090| disclosed, consistent with the Family Educational Rights and

2091 Privacy Act, 20 U.S.C. s. 1232g, and 34 C.F.R. s. 99.31.
2092

2093 The commissioner's order suspending payment pursuant to this

2094| paragraph may be appealed pursuant to the same procedures and

2095 timelines as the notice of proposed action set forth in

2096| paragraph (d).

2097 (4)46)> The inclusion of eligible private schools within
2098 options available to Florida public school students does not
2099| expand the reqgulatory authority of the state, its officers, or

2100 any school district to impose any additional regulation of

Page 84 of 117

CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions.
hb7055-00



F L ORTIDA H O U S E O F R EPRESENTATI V E S

HB 7055 2018

2101 private schools beyond those reasonably necessary to enforce
2102 requirements expressly set forth in this section.
2103 (5)+H The State Board of Education shall adopt rules

2104 pursuant to ss. 120.536(1) and 120.54 to administer this

2105 section, including rules to establish a deadline for private

2106| school applications for participation and timelines for the

2107| department to conduct site visits.

2108 Section 17. Subsections (8) through (14) of section

2109 1002.39, Florida Statutes, are renumbered as subsections (7)
2110 through (13), respectively, and paragraph (b) of subsection (2),
2111| paragraph (h) of subsection (3), and present subsections (6),
2112 (7), and (8) of that section are amended, to read:

2113 1002.39 The John M. McKay Scholarships for Students with
2114 Disabilities Program.—There is established a program that is
2115 separate and distinct from the Opportunity Scholarship Program
2116 and is named the John M. McKay Scholarships for Students with
2117 Disabilities Program.

2118 (2) JOHN M. MCKAY SCHOLARSHIP ELIGIBILITY.—The parent of a
2119 student with a disability may request and receive from the state
2120 a John M. McKay Scholarship for the child to enroll in and

2121 attend a private school in accordance with this section if:

2122 (b) The parent has obtained acceptance for admission of
2123 the student to a private school that is eligible for the program
2124 under subsection (7) subseetieon—{8) and has requested from the
2125 department a scholarship at least 60 days before the date of the
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2126 first scholarship payment. The request must be communicated

2127 directly to the department in a manner that creates a written or
2128 electronic record of the request and the date of receipt of the
2129 request. The department must notify the district of the parent's
2130 intent upon receipt of the parent's request.

2131 (3) JOHN M. MCKAY SCHOLARSHIP PROHIBITIONS.—A student is
2132 not eligible for a John M. McKay Scholarship:

2133 (h) While he or she is not having regular and direct

2134 contact with his or her private school teachers at the school's
2135| physical location unless he or she is enrolled in the private
2136| school's transition-to-work program pursuant to subsection (9)
2137 stbseetion—{3+6),; or

2138 (6) DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION OBLIGATIONS.—The department
2139| shall=

2140 = Establisha+toll—freehotlincethaot provides—paren
2141 g —erivate—sehoots—with informationr on portieivatieon—Frn—+the
2142 JohrnM—McKay—Secholarships—FfeorStudents—with Pbisabiltities
2143| Preogram-

2144 (1) N1 T <7 <72 £17 +1 132l 1 2 4+ £ ~r a4 o~ 1 o
o7 gy ver ity tcitc Crrgrorrrtoy Of prrtvacc ocirooTS
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2277
2278
2279 didselosed—consistent—with the Family Fducationat Rights—and
2280 PrivaeyAet;—20U-5-C——s—1 23 2g——and—34CFR—5-—089-31
2281
2282
2283
2284
2285
2286 (7)48» PRIVATE SCHOOL ELIGIBILITY AND OBLIGATIONS.—To be
2287| eligible to participate in the John M. McKay Scholarships for
2288 Students with Disabilities Program, a private school may be
2289 sectarian or nonsectarian and must:
2290 (a) Comply with all requirements for private schools
2291| participating in state school choice scholarship programs
2292| pursuant to s. 1002.421.
2293 (b) Provide to the department all documentation required
2294 for a student's participation, including the private school's
2295 and student's fee schedules, at least 30 days before any
2296 quarterly scholarship payment is made for the student pursuant
2297 to paragraph (10) (e) paragraph—+Hr+e). A student is not
2298 eligible to receive a quarterly scholarship payment if the
2299| private school fails to meet this deadline.
2300 e r—PRe—aeademiealty accountabte—to—the parent—for meet

I V E S

2018
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2301| +he—eduecational neceds—ofthe student—by:

2302 | FANE SR A R I = 2 L = 2 T T 117z v 3
T [ R R 13 o g 12 A 3 A 3 3 i S S S

2303| writtenexplaonationeof +the student!'s preogress—

2304 2 al Nneoratame oa -k s o~ ATl Svalhdn ataa A At sl Ao o A
Z— o Tt Wt TSt ST S toGeh Tt wWntoSe—Pa T et

2305| ehooses—to poartiecipatein—the statewide assessments pursvant—+e

2306 B5+—3+068-22=

D

2307 () M1+~ T +haa o+ o4+ o sz q A ] ot n hor ~
\\A[ IO T TITT T OIT LI CITT 1O o C OO CT (&Y tJLJ._YnJL\.zL;LL LT O C T CITOTT WITCOT 1O (&Y

2308 seheotorsatestudent—regutoart v ottends—elasses—

2309

2310 The failure dmabitity of a private school to meet the

2311| requirements of this subsection or s. 1002.421 shall constitute

2312 a basis for the ineligibility of the private school to

2313| participate in the scholarship program as determined by the
2314 department.

2315 Section 18. Subsections (12) through (16) of section

2316 1002.395, Florida Statutes, are renumbered as subsections (11)
2317 through (15), respectively, and paragraph (f) of subsection (2),
2318 paragraphs (n), (o), and (p) of subsection (6), and present
2319 subsections (8), (9), and (11) of that section are amended to

2320 read:

2321 1002.395 Florida Tax Credit Scholarship Program.-—
2322 (2) DEFINITIONS.—As used in this section, the term:
2323 (f) "Eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organization"

2324| means a state university; or an independent college or

2325| wuniversity that is eligible to participate in the William L.
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Boyd, IV, Florida Resident Access Grant Program, located and
chartered in this state, is not for profit, and is accredited by
the Commission on Colleges of the Southern Association of
Colleges and Schools; or is a charitable organization that:

1. Is exempt from federal income tax pursuant to s.
501 (c) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code;

2. Is a Florida entity formed under chapter 605, chapter
607, or chapter 617 and whose principal office is located in the
state; and

3. Complies with subsections (6) and (15) subseetions—{6})
and—+6).

(6) OBLIGATIONS OF ELIGIBLE NONPROFIT SCHOLARSHIP-FUNDING

ORGANIZATIONS.—An eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding
organization:
(n) Must prepare and submit quarterly reports to the

Department of Education pursuant to paragraph (9) (i) paeragraph

+9)r{m)>. In addition, an eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding
organization must submit in a timely manner any information
requested by the Department of Education relating to the
scholarship program.

(0)l.a. Must participate in the joint development of

agreed-upon procedures fteo—beperformed by an—independent

1 F + 1 cacohAnl vl g~ £ Ao o~ reean g o o4 AR ENEVYAN T 12 DS EE PN +h A
T+ T —SChoTra ST~ T ot O gotr 2o c ot pTr oV T Ot O o C— oottt
SOEN _NAN N ar~nh Al SN alnaas Faan A NN 1311 nriszat a~h 1
PZOUy voU Tit oCIIOTao ST Tt ottt s coO—atit ST oTrC—pPprrrvatc—SCIro0o0=T
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2351| under—this—seetieon during the 2009-2010 state fiscal year. The
2352 agreed-upon procedures must uniformly apply to all private
2353 schools and must determine, at a minimum, whether the private
2354 school has been verified as eligible by the Department of
2355| Education under s. 1002.421 paragraph—3+{e)}; has an adequate

2356| accounting system, system of financial controls, and process for
2357| deposit and classification of scholarship funds; and has

2358| properly expended scholarship funds for education-related

2359| expenses. During the development of the procedures, the

2360| participating scholarship-funding organizations shall specify
2361| guidelines governing the materiality of exceptions that may be
2362 found during the accountant's performance of the procedures. The
2363| procedures and guidelines shall be provided to private schools
2364 and the Commissioner of Education by March 15, 2011.

2365 b. Must participate in a joint review of the agreed-upon

2366| procedures and guidelines developed under sub-subparagraph a.,

2367| by February of each biennium 2833—andbiennialtty—thereafter, 1if

2368 the scholarship-funding organization provided more than $250,000
2369 in scholarship funds to an eligible private school under this
2370 chapter seetiern during the state fiscal year preceding the

2371| biennial review. If the procedures and guidelines are revised,
2372 the revisions must be provided to private schools and the

2373| Commissioner of Education by March 15 of the year in which the

2374 revisions were completed. The revised agreed-upon procedures

2375 shall take effect the subsequent school year. For the 2018-2019
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2376 school year only, the joint review of the agreed-upon procedures

2377| must be completed and the revisions submitted to the

2378 commissioner no later than September 15, 2018. The revised

2379| procedures are applicable to the 2018-2019 school year+—=2643+
2380| and—Priennialtly thereafter.
2381 c. Must monitor the compliance of a private school with

2382 s. 1002.421 (1) (q) paraograph—+8)r+te)r if the scholarship-funding
2383| organization provided the majority of the scholarship funding to

2384 the school. For each private school subject to s. 1002.421 (1) (q)
2385| paragraph—8)r+te)r, the appropriate scholarship-funding

2386| organization shall annually notify the Commissioner of Education

2387| by October 30+—2011——and—annvaltlythereafter of:

2388 (I) A private school's failure to submit a report required
2389 under s. 1002.421 (1) (q) peragraph—3)+{e); or

2390 (IT) Any material exceptions set forth in the report

2391 required under s. 1002.421 (1) (q) paragraph—8r+{e).

2392 2. Must seek input from the accrediting associations that

2393| are members of the Florida Association of Academic Nonpublic
2394 Schools when jointly developing the agreed-upon procedures and
2395 guidelines under sub-subparagraph l.a. and conducting a review
2396| of those procedures and guidelines under sub-subparagraph 1.Db.
2397 (p) Must maintain the surety bond or letter of credit
2398 required by subsection (15) subseetieon—{3+6). The amount of the

2399 surety bond or letter of credit may be adjusted quarterly to

2400 equal the actual amount of undisbursed funds based upon
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2401 submission by the organization of a statement from a certified
2402| public accountant verifying the amount of undisbursed funds. The
2403 requirements of this paragraph are waived if the cost of

2404 acquiring a surety bond or letter of credit exceeds the average
2405 10-year cost of acquiring a surety bond or letter of credit by
2406 200 percent. The requirements of this paragraph are waived for a
2407 state university; or an independent college or university which
2408| 1is eligible to participate in the William L. Boyd, IV, Florida
2409| Resident Access Grant Program, located and chartered in this
2410 state, 1s not for profit, and is accredited by the Commission on
2411 Colleges of the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools.
2412
2413 Information and documentation provided to the Department of
2414 Education and the Auditor General relating to the identity of a
2415| taxpayer that provides an eligible contribution under this

2416 section shall remain confidential at all times in accordance
2417 with s. 213.053.

2418 (8) PRIVATE SCHOOL ELIGIBILITY AND OBLIGATIONS.—An

2419| eligible private school may be sectarian or nonsectarian and
2420 must:

2421 (a) Comply with all requirements for private schools

2422| participating in state school choice scholarship programs

2423| pursuant to s. 1002.421.

2424 (1~ Dayr~xzra A + +h 1311 Nneniae AL+ oAl Nl g ey
o7 OV It cO—TC1t TG TOT HOP ot —SCaorraot ST utt

2425 reoeran g oot 0 A 11 Ao o
O oot 2o c = OTty (S SASE S ImEaa S pe ATy
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(b)1l.2- Annually administer or make administeringeor

meking provision for students participating in the scholarship
program in grades 3 through 10 to take one of the nationally
norm-referenced tests identified by the Department of Education
or the statewide assessments pursuant to s. 1008.22. Students
with disabilities for whom standardized testing is not
appropriate are exempt from this requirement. A participating
private school must report a student's scores to the parent. A
participating private school must annually report by August 15
the scores of all participating students to a state university
the—Ttearping—SystemInastitute described in paragraph (9) (f)
paragraph (95

2. Administer 3=——FCeepe
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statewide assessments pursuant to s. 1008.22 e+ if a private

school chooses to offer the statewide assessments—administering
the—assessments—at—+the schoot.
&= A participating private school may choose to offer and

administer the statewide assessments to all students who attend

Page 98 of 117

CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions.
hb7055-00




vV E S

R EPRESENTATI

F

H O U S E O

D A

F L OR

2018

HB 7055

o (0]
- MO} ()] <l 4l
S @ $H -H ) D
P © [1M] D —
n o © D [ )]
(0] > s oo B 0 H
3 ¢ B D, P
o < - (O} D
o O i EENOR P h - O n M
4 © O > - D -t — o A $
0 < D @ - o D L0 D D
() P & 9] U iy B © BN ()]
4 \ - ol L2 Qo -
i) O a D ® iy D 0] Eiy] B
- - > 4 iy gO) O © B
e ® D D D g (N
Q 0 ow oo [0} i) -H 0] D D
o N (0] . ) W o [09) s
[ 0 O a D [99] @ D D - ) 3 @ -H
O .| Q oo D oo Hin) 4P iS) D B
al »P © E @ - D D H Al O P
© 0 = n H HO)j B D iu] D
3 n [09) [OXIEN(V] oo [o9) q n [o9) K]
o g > 0 VR S () D cl P
— Q )] D -H D O, —H YH Oo| & 4P
~H () L0 D D D 0 $H
g D & © (T HO) D 4 D
o D O ® D —+ ¢ o) D — D I
5 4 A 0} D [0} ©  -H )] iy - — D
@) v P T i D ) [o9) iy} ©| - K]
~ n @ A - E b — @)
e o = Ky n P D -H O wn| O D
£ 0 30O Do N | 4 4D e} <l 4
D v b -H6 ¢ € P 0 S g O
™ @ B © k3 D O D » o O O ®w
b D P sH -H H n - @
n " Y0 P B N W H L O -
O ¢ O (O D, jon o O P
o) OF (0] e O ® P O o T
0] »q H D H <L ) © 0 > D
4 O o P #H @ D D -t > Q9 Al
o @ 0] . oo (O [ON . 4 - b [09)
e =T SR D © O ) & D 4 ©n Q) -
a Rty ) 0] © 0] D n H ® & Q, —H
H B 4 PO D 5§ n
D, ®© n > %@ D ® b S -4 G [09)
—~ -H Q- D & ) S Pa
o v o0 o A -Hoo4b D L o wﬁ + D
o -dA A -HA (@) BT 3 » ® 3] 44| -H
S g O D P - ) W O| 4
O K 0] O e — + ® be [49] bl 4 @] [OR ~
w ¢ S © O @ Y D - o) o > ¢
O, P n & ® ¢ 4 (] . n P o
0] O [E NS} D HO) o] L -+
i) <L O i) 2 @ - D D “ a D
) ) q D B My ] (O]
> “ 0] A~ 0] [)) A~ ® n — IS QO
- . o 0 300 D D D -H - (OB ®
g9 @ o O o T P n n — © “ o -d
Q, -— ~ 0] 0] ~ RO H -4 A H
+ O 0 D n ® ® 50— D
O - Q M- 1b 0] o |
e 4 o 3B - q jon [09] e O N =
+ ) T W - D Bl oS Al &
— N MO N O ™~ 0 O O +d N MO < N W >~ 0 O O +d N M oW
[To TNNTo NENNTo BNNTo BENNTo NENNTo NENNTo NN To NENNTe BN o BN Vo BN Ve BENN o SN U BNNUo SR Vo SRR Vo JENN Vo SRR Uo NN S o N s SR A D
AU S LIS VRS S U U SR S (S S S U S U A S S S A U A LB S A S R S VR S
N N NN NN NN NN NN NN NN NN NN NN NN N

Page 99 of 117

CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions.

hb7055-00



vV E S

R EPRESENTATI

F

H O U S E O

D A

F L OR

2018

HB 7055

Y 4P HOj

O 4 )] 0] @
S o) © B ®
© s . [09) ©
~ o > — 0 [99) [9) 1] D oo (1Y)
o Q Q 4 in] — 0] @ Rty D ® @
O IS o a D ~ D 0] [99] ®
“ i) ~ a — QO D 3 &Y ~ (o)) - N @
Q, i a A4 N & o T ® @ oH$ D -

© o T — 0] ) A Q D, -H H W Y ®
Q, Q, - a i} ~ N o) b o 4

- O 0 53 o A A a O [09) ¢ L W >0y

e [ -~ o Y 3 D )] 0] D — [o9] D ) &£
0 > | T O 0o 1Y) 0, M HO) D o D
S 0] - [OFEEE ] ~ 0] ® X -H H @ @ D [0}
© g T H O QY b o 3 p D D

— B+ S © g - o' D N -H o-Hd P D
@) _ T n 4 O 0 $H W $H = 4 4 4

S . o 4 ©® S g D, O Y D, T ® P D 4P
@] N © © 0, in] — [OR | Eiy]

n oo = — H W A~ > P 4P B D @® ™
O O + O Y (@] in] D oD L - ® D ¢ -H A D
o A = (oI O 0] ¥+~ -+ T My + H » H
N O O > b — 3 4 ® O,
N (VI g n n P g # ¢ 4 © P P D D
o 0 + 2 A - D Q D ) D w4
o 4 P g o~ P Ho-H 4O o W o
-- T 4 c 4 O -4 ®© -H O g -H Wb b O -
] m o Y IS Q < D v A in] . — D @ ® 9]
0] O 0} O o A in] - D — —~ ¥ D Eiy]

I T 4 4 O > N 0 O XM D W E ¢ D
s O = o 4 A ® O] S = Q@ o b o-H E -
Q O o o 3 -+ g o P O A~ -HooH B )

- + — < O o o (@] D n < n D H [§ R ] i3]
O q =5 ) a 0] -~ P 5 D Rty (OFEERON D @

—H 0« (S () R D 4H v ¢ h D & 4+ -H
P g O o o < ® o D ™ —~ < UH -H A D ®
“ ) i) + — 0] in] N H 4 O . HO)J (O] —
(o] 4 A Q - O -4 ~ A D ® (OB
o © K P H P > g NP 4~ - & ¢ 8 F

Q, H O W ® W o6 0w D b B O O

O U M g —H P A O - b > — .« b D Do O
D A o Q — 0O 4 Yy ST = 0 4 « 4 dh

3 0] O 0] O D D > G ® () @ - D D

0] 0] = 0 =] > b q - Q, O [o9] D H o4

H S = H o -H H © S & -H % i)

D ) ] > O >~ G P @ ~ © n H i3] ®

- M — © — - . — lox 3 o -t D ® b Yy
» > BH e 4 P o ~H T -~ M b ¢ ®© ~ O, ¢ D -M

-H QO o o © n P © 9 W ® H [« S e < - ®©

—H < — 50 A 3 3 ~ B IS © ~ ® — 0] ® ~
¢ T [aF) © o 9] S H o~ @ D o ~ D - W &£ @
¢ 0 H 9 g o g | N & @ O 0 D 4p D D

-H g AN n & © 0O & 9 - & # o o~ o L (TR

-— - - - 0] (] b D 4P

n g o ~ P g < iy el n O ¢ ®
H 9 ~ 0O ~ I © ~ ®n Qo 4~ D ~] T o -+~ R <

O o A © — N Q “ © )] D O 0] © D D &£ B @ -

U N B R —H = © 4 ¥ & ~—| T 4 ¥ H ¢ O D 4P

D O © < a — O -~ o T o & -d |

D O O O © (@] © B > © » Lo | Ei3) D

on 3 “ o g ~ ® (@] 1S -H D [0} b
) 0 T © “ O © on ~ © H H @ D oo
9] @ ] = @] 9] 0, H Q, QO [ON [ON ® N -f

© ™~ 0O O O 4 N O < 1 W >~ 0O O O 4 N MO < 0 O I~ W O O

.~ >~ >~ [~ 0O 0 @ W W W W W W W O O O O O O O O O O O

ESUEEEE S S R S U L U LS S (IS S IS U LS S S U S U U LA S RS (RS RS (R 1o

N N NN NN NN NN NN NN NN NN NN NN NN N

Page 100 of 117

CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions.

hb7055-00



vV E S

R EPRESENTATI

F

H O U S E O

D A

F L OR

2018

HB 7055

19)] a 4y
th 4b 2 A U O —
4b ® D Q, 0 2 0 > ~ n O (0]
-H oo fH @ - 0] P ] i N D @] G
D < P a O O - ) 0] n q O H
(iT] oo N 0 O £ H wnl -H 4 O O <G
-H D @ - Y T £ ® S () N NS B /s BB .
-H - D @ O 0] 0] P O 0] H @] “
#Po@ W - N — - O 4 ®n m > b w T O T ®©
¢ WMo DR o O c -+ 3 Al P O P o o
¢ o ¢ ¢ - <P o 3 E 0 ol - O O © ®© >
-H W B & & 0B 0O © g o 2 S &F o S >
) D O Rty fH ' n 0] 0] 9] (18] D IS (OB ~ “
-H =] D @ (@] H 1S i P 0] “ “ 0 0]
4 @ <~ W -H o ()] 0w wn P D 0] Q, 4 Q,
4y D U4hH > ¢ o S o O o 4P S @
B -H D [ONEY: | + -~ n | a R i ® O 0] 0] 0]
o9} Eiy] @ @ ] in] s A i )] H o, 4 <o >
(V)] O ol D . @ n “ i (O [9)] Q | i)
N oH O H & F h QA o wn <o K 0] [T N ~
— D ® O -H 4P v H4 A a O H © “ >
- D - 4 . TR ) Q o W L O QO w0
T > M YW $H ¢ D D A P > + O L2 -H n c -
() W D (OFNe v P o — 0] c H o} O
O ¢ ¢ B OO O f D 4 0 — G © o b E > 0O &
— ) 9] (OPEEN ()] ~ H © = © P O IS — “~ 4 O
b P - H o, o Y c B n 4 0O 0 o
[09] © P n D o) —~ o o O = — c P P O
-H @@ 4P P H O -—H g @) © b O g w <
4P [O2IN ()] . (OB B O 1S P -H O on O o -H P O
g1y Y 0] K i1y ® n a © > © ] o A a O
¢ o & H O H &4 L0 [ o o L A4 O
- D 4 B ® 0] @ (9] [9) [« @ 4P n ] e -m ur
¢ @ O O ¢ -HoH L - (ST o o O
—H [09] > ¢ O -H Y (VI O o ¥ o 0] 0] “ (@)
D, L o b B 0 4 0 @ > b P 0 o P
& & —H N D o < iE) 0 IS NI R §) @ n
D (VI )] KN b I PR} H G O (9] - O B > PP 0 O
O @« O O B¢ E£ K L w -~ — o 4 A a o B
T I D & L — O © S T R = TR T () N =
L OT O v 9 MM 0 3 o ¥ Q O g 0
n D T & &£ ® O -HA © 0 o' (ST ) 0 o -H
1 ) D D D My (O] 0] o, @ o n n o
i) ()] ® D -H ¢ H ©h 9 Q a () U4 HH o P O - P
¢ @ R | L o 3 -4 O | O © L g w0 O
O w0 ¢ | P Tl QO o 0 ~ £ £ 0 w g o
-H — Ko ) & o @ 0 in} 4 Q [} O D @ O © o M
) ) B () B D D ® 0 [0} a 3 ~| O 5 8 [OF] 3 )
-H 4D v PP H H o < - Q, —~| 4 n N 4 P O O Y
4 ® fH Ml Y4H n S in] © [e¢] © . )] >~ O n T “ Q,
W o >N O D ® O S 9 ~— O OO0 H h A - g
B -H @ Y ¢ 4 ® N O a - i o =2 P 0]
h 4 ® ¢ D D 4 — iS] . - C @M 3 [OANEEES c 0] G
- HH -H A q ol B Y ¢ © A P o P
NP o £ o) D D z2 O - T © 0 - -H 0 P ©
— D . ¢ [ IS P - [} ~ a @ o P n Y
— [4p] HO) e 4P (s} — 0 - —~| -H (92 > O — Y el Q, 0 0] O
® @ @ ) & @ Riy) # O in] @ Q| W @ o -+ ® o A io]
[N | D K Ny D 0] n - a o ~— -A 1S S P~ D -~ O 0] ('S
0] (O R | K KS & D (O] in] © )] (o] H oS 4 g “ a
1 s MR« R R o o T o Qo B O 2 P P o 3
¢ v v o v @ iy S5O o Qf T B D “ O
h b O O O D B -H P 3 T 3| & T L 0 ®© 4 o g
-H D W D A T © E n O = n| A4 K P O, O A4 ®©
— N MO N O~ 0 O O A N MO < N W >~ 0 O O +d N M oW
(@) (@) (@) (@) (@) (@) (@) (@) (@) — — — — — — — — — — N N N N (QV] N
To N To B To N To N To N o NN To NN o N To NN To NN To NN o NN o NN To NN o NN o NN To NN To NN To NN To NN o NENNTO NN o NENNTO NNNNTS)
N N NN NN NN NN NN NN NN NN NN NN NN N

Page 101 of 117

CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions.

hb7055-00



F L ORTIDA H O U S E O F R EPRESENTATI V E S

HB 7055 2018

2526| project grant award must be reissued in 2-year intervals in

2527 accordance with this paragraph.

2528 1. The state university htearnpingSystem—Inastitute must
2529 annually report to the Department of Education on the student

2530| performance of participating students:

2531 a. On a statewide basis. The report shall also include, to
2532 the extent possible, a comparison of scholarship students'

2533| performance to the statewide student performance of public

2534 school students with socioceconomic backgrounds similar to those
2535| of students participating in the scholarship program. To

2536| minimize costs and reduce time required for the state

2537 university's rearmaingSystemIastitute's analysis and

2538| evaluation, the Department of Education shall coordinate with
2539 the state university kearping—System—Institute to provide data
2540 to the state university kearpingSystem—Institute in order to

2541 conduct analyses of matched students from public school

2542 assessment data and calculate control group student performance

2543| wusing an agreed-upon methodology with the state university

2544 | Learning—System—Institwte; and

2545 b. On an individual school basis. The annual report must

2546 include student performance for each participating private
2547 school in which at least 51 percent of the total enrolled
2548 students in the private school participated in the Florida Tax
2549| Credit Scholarship Program in the prior school year. The report

2550 shall be according to each participating private school, and for
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2551| participating students, in which there are at least 30

2552| participating students who have scores for tests administered.

2553 If the state university hearningSystemInstitute determines
2554 that the 30-participating-student cell size may be reduced

2555 without disclosing personally identifiable information, as

2556| described in 34 C.F.R. s. 99.12, of a participating student, the
2557 state university hearning—SystemFastitute may reduce the

2558| participating-student cell size, but the cell size must not be

2559| reduced to less than 10 participating students. The department
2560| shall provide each private school's prior school year's student

2561| enrollment information to the state university Frearping—System

2562| Fmstitwte no later than June 15 of each year, or as requested by
2563| the state university rearmingSystemInastitute.

2564 2. The sharing and reporting of student performance data

2565| under this paragraph must be in accordance with requirements of
2566| ss. 1002.22 and 1002.221 and 20 U.S.C. s. 1232g, the Family

2567| Educational Rights and Privacy Act, and the applicable rules and
2568 regulations issued pursuant thereto, and shall be for the sole
2569| purpose of creating the annual report required by subparagraph
2570 1. All parties must preserve the confidentiality of such

2571 information as required by law. The annual report must not

2572 disaggregate data to a level that will identify individual

2573| participating schools, except as required under sub-subparagraph
2574 1.b., or disclose the academic level of individual students.

2575 3. The annual report required by subparagraph 1. shall be
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list with the scholarship application data submitted by any
nonprofit scholarship-funding organization eligible to receive
(6) (J) .
(k)4pr Upon the request of a participating private school,

the 3-percent administrative allowance under paragraph

provide at no cost to the school the statewide assessments
administered under s. 1008.22 and any related materials for
administering the assessments. Students at a private school may
be assessed using the statewide assessments if the addition of
those students and the school does not cause the state to exceed
its contractual caps for the number of students tested and the
number of testing sites. The state shall provide the same
materials and support to a private school that it provides to a
public school. A private school that chooses to administer
1008.22 shall follow the

1008.22 and 1008.24,

statewide assessments under s.

requirements set forth in ss. rules adopted
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2726

2727

2728

2729 tHmetlines—as—the reoticeof proposed action set—Fforth in

2730| peragraph—b—

2731 Section 19. Present paragraph (c) of subsection (9) of

2732 section 1002.37, Florida Statutes, i1s amended, and a new
2733| paragraph (c) is added to that subsection, to read:
2734 (9)

2735 (c) Industry certification examinations, national

2736| assessments, and statewide assessments offered by the school

2737 district shall be available to all Florida Virtual School

2738 students.
2739 (d)4e}> Unless an alternative testing site i1s mutually

2740 agreed to by the Florida Virtual School and the school district

2741 or as contracted under s. 1008.24, all industry certification

2742 examinations, national assessments, and statewide assessments

2743| must be taken at the school to which the student would be
2744 assigned according to district school board attendance areas. A
2745 school district must provide the student with access to the

2746 school's testing facilities and the date and time of the

2747 administration of each examination or assessment.

2748 Section 20. Paragraphs (o) and (t) of subsection (1) of
2749 section 1011.62, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:
2750 1011.62 Funds for operation of schools.—If the annual
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2751 allocation from the Florida Education Finance Program to each
2752 district for operation of schools is not determined in the
2753 annual appropriations act or the substantive bill implementing
2754 the annual appropriations act, it shall be determined as

2755 follows:

2756 (1) COMPUTATION OF THE BASIC AMOUNT TO BE INCLUDED FOR
2757 OPERATION.—The following procedure shall be followed in

2758| determining the annual allocation to each district for

2759| operation:

2760 (o) Calculation of additional full-time equivalent

2761| membership based on successful completion of a career-themed
2762 course pursuant to ss. 1003.491, 1003.492, and 1003.493, or
2763| courses with embedded CAPE industry certifications or CAPE
2764 Digital Tool certificates, and issuance of industry

2765 certification identified on the CAPE Industry Certification
2766 Funding List pursuant to rules adopted by the State Board of
2767 Education or CAPE Digital Tool certificates pursuant to s.
2768 1003.4203.—

2769 l.a. A value of 0.025 full-time equivalent student

2770 membership shall be calculated for CAPE Digital Tool

2771 certificates earned by students in elementary and middle school
2772 grades.

2773 b. A wvalue of 0.1 or 0.2 full-time equivalent student
2774 membership shall be calculated for each student who completes a

2775 course as defined in s. 1003.493(1) (b) or courses with embedded
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2776 CAPE industry certifications and who is issued an industry

2777 certification identified annually on the CAPE Industry

2778 Certification Funding List approved under rules adopted by the
2779 State Board of Education. A value of 0.2 full-time equivalent
2780| membership shall be calculated for each student who is issued a
2781| CAPE industry certification that has a statewide articulation
2782 agreement for college credit approved by the State Board of
2783| Education. For CAPE industry certifications that do not

2784 articulate for college credit, the Department of Education shall
2785| assign a full-time equivalent value of 0.1 for each

2786| certification. Middle grades students who earn additional FTE
2787| membership for a CAPE Digital Tool certificate pursuant to sub-
2788 subparagraph a. may not use the previously funded examination to
2789| satisfy the requirements for earning an industry certification
2790 under this sub-subparagraph. Additional FTE membership for an
2791 elementary or middle grades student may not exceed 0.1 for

2792 certificates or certifications earned within the same fiscal
2793| vyear. The State Board of Education shall include the assigned
2794 wvalues on the CAPE Industry Certification Funding List under
2795 rules adopted by the state board. Such value shall be added to
2796 the total full-time equivalent student membership for grades 6
2797 through 12 in the subsequent year. CAPE industry certifications
2798 earned through dual enrollment must be reported and funded

2799 pursuant to s. 1011.80. However, if a student earns a

2800 certification through a dual enrollment course and the
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certification is not a fundable certification on the
postsecondary certification funding list, or the dual enrollment
certification is earned as a result of an agreement between a
school district and a nonpublic postsecondary institution, the
bonus value shall be funded in the same manner as other nondual
enrollment course industry certifications. In such cases, the
school district may provide for an agreement between the high
school and the technical center, or the school district and the
postsecondary institution may enter into an agreement for
equitable distribution of the bonus funds.

c. A value of 0.3 full-time equivalent student membership
shall be calculated for student completion of the courses and
the embedded certifications identified on the CAPE Industry
Certification Funding List and approved by the commissioner
pursuant to ss. 1003.4203(5) (a) and 1008.44.

d. A value of 0.5 full-time equivalent student membership
shall be calculated for CAPE Acceleration Industry
Certifications that articulate for 15 to 29 college credit
hours, and 1.0 full-time equivalent student membership shall be
calculated for CAPE Acceleration Industry Certifications that
articulate for 30 or more college credit hours pursuant to CAPE
Acceleration Industry Certifications approved by the
commissioner pursuant to ss. 1003.4203(5) (b) and 1008.44.

2. FEach district must allocate at least 80 percent of the

funds provided for CAPE industry certification, in accordance
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2826| with this paragraph, to the program that generated the funds.
2827 This allocation may not be used to supplant funds provided for
2828| basic operation of the program.

2829 3. For CAPE industry certifications earned in the 2013-
2830 2014 school year and in subsequent years, the school district
2831 shall distribute to each classroom teacher who provided direct
2832 instruction toward the attainment of a CAPE industry

2833| certification that qualified for additional full-time equivalent
2834 membership under subparagraph 1.:

2835 a. A bonus of $25 for each student taught by a teacher who
2836| provided instruction in a course that led to the attainment of a
2837| CAPE industry certification on the CAPE Industry Certification
2838| Funding List with a weight of 0.1.

2839 b. A bonus of $50 for each student taught by a teacher who
2840| provided instruction in a course that led to the attainment of a
2841| CAPE industry certification on the CAPE Industry Certification
2842 Funding List with a weight of 0.2.

2843 c. A bonus of $75 for each student taught by a teacher who
2844| provided instruction in a course that led to the attainment of a
2845| CAPE industry certification on the CAPE Industry Certification
2846| Funding List with a weight of 0.3.

2847 d. A bonus of $100 for each student taught by a teacher
2848| who provided instruction in a course that led to the attainment
2849 of a CAPE industry certification on the CAPE Industry

2850 Certification Funding List with a weight of 0.5 or 1.0.
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2851
2852 Bonuses awarded pursuant to this paragraph shall be provided to
2853 teachers who are employed by the district in the year in which
2854 the additional FTE membership calculation is included in the
2855 calculation. Bonuses shall be calculated based upon the

2856 associated weight of a CAPE industry certification on the CAPE
2857 Industry Certification Funding List for the year in which the
2858 certification is earned by the student. Any bonus awarded to a

2859| teacher pursuant to wmrder this paragraph is in addition to any

2860 regular wage or other bonus the teacher received or is scheduled

2861 to receive. A bonus may not be awarded to a teacher who fails to

2862| maintain the security of any CAPE industry certification

2863| examination or who otherwise violates the security or

2864 administration protocol of any assessment instrument that may

2865 result in a bonus being awarded to the teacher under this

2866| paragraph.

2867 (t) Computation for funding through the Florida Education
2868 Finance Program.—The State Board of Education may adopt rules
2869| establishing programs, industry certifications, and courses for
2870 which the student may earn credit toward high school graduation

2871 and the criteria under which a student's industry certification

2872 or grade may be rescinded.

2873 Section 21. Subsection (8) of section 1012.28, Florida
2874 Statutes, 1is amended to read:
2875 1012.28 Public school personnel; duties of school
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2876| principals.—

2877 (8) The principal of a school participating in the

2878 Principal Autonomy Pitet Program Initiative under s. 1011.6202
2879 has the following additional authority and responsibilities:
2880 (a) In addition to the authority provided in subsection
2881 (6), the authority to select qualified instructional personnel
2882 for placement or to refuse to accept the placement or transfer
2883| of instructional personnel by the district school

2884| superintendent. Placement of instructional personnel at a

2885| participating school in a participating school district does not
2886 affect the employee's status as a school district employee.
2887 (b) The authority to deploy financial resources to school
2888| programs at the principal's discretion to help improve student
2889 achievement, as defined in s. 1008.34(1), and meet performance
2890 goals identified in the principal autonomy proposal submitted
2891| pursuant to s. 1011.6202.

2892 (c) To annually provide to the district school

2893 superintendent and the district school board a budget for the
2894 operation of the participating school that identifies how funds
2895 provided pursuant to s. 1011.69(2) are allocated. The—schoot

2896 | distriet—shall dnelude—the budget—dn—the annuat—report—Pprovided
2897 to—theState Boardof Fdueation pursgant—teo—s+—Fo11-6202{65
2898 Section 22. Subsection (5) of section 1013.62, Florida
2899 Statutes, 1is amended to read:

2900 1013.62 Charter schools capital outlay funding.—
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2901 (5) If a charter school is nonrenewed or terminated, any
2902 unencumbered funds and all equipment and property purchased with
2903 district public funds shall revert to the ownership of the

2904 district school board, as provided for in s. 1002.33(8) (d) and
2905 (e) s=—3H66

N

233 Hter-and—+£f>. In the case of a charter lab

2906 school, any unencumbered funds and all equipment and property
2907 purchased with university public funds shall revert to the

2908| ownership of the state university that issued the charter. The
2909| reversion of such equipment, property, and furnishings shall
2910 focus on recoverable assets, but not on intangible or

2911 irrecoverable costs such as rental or leasing fees, normal

2912 maintenance, and limited renovations. The reversion of all

2913| property secured with public funds is subject to the complete
2914 satisfaction of all lawful liens or encumbrances. If there are
2915 additional local issues such as the shared use of facilities or
2916| partial ownership of facilities or property, these issues shall
2917| be agreed to in the charter contract prior to the expenditure of
2918 funds.

2919 Section 23. For the 2018-2019 fiscal year, the sum of

2920 $250,000 in recurring funds is appropriated from the General

2921| Revenue Fund is appropriated to the Department of Education to

2922 implement the amendments to s. 1002.395(9), Florida Statutes,

2923| made by this act.

2924 Section 24. This act shall take effect July 1, 2018.
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