0 J o oo w N

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
277
28
29

Florida Senate - 2018 SB 850

By Senator Rodriguez

37-00756A-18 2018850
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to actions for rent or possession;
amending s. 83.60, F.S.; requiring a court to conduct
a trial within a specified timeframe for certain
actions involving possession of a dwelling unit;
authorizing the court to order a tenant to pay certain
rent into the registry of the court during pendency of
a proceeding if the tenant requests a continuance
exceeding a specified number of days or a jury trial;
requiring the court to schedule the case for immediate
trial if such payment is not made; amending s. 83.56,
F.S.; deleting a regquirement that a tenant who wishes
to defend against certain actions by a landlord comply
with a specified provision; deleting a requirement
that the court enter a default judgment in certain

circumstances; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsection (2) of section 83.60, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

83.60 Defenses to action for rent or possession;
procedure.—

(2) In an action by the landlord for possession of a

dwelling unit, the court shall conduct the trial within 30 days

after service of the complaint. If the tenant requests a

continuance of the trial to a date more than 30 days after

service of the complaint or requests a jury trial, the court may

enter an order requiring the tenant to pay into the registry of
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