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LEGISLATIVE ACTION
Senate . House
Comm: RCS
03/25/2019

The Committee on Banking and Insurance (Wright) recommended the

following:
Senate Amendment (with title amendment)

Delete everything after the enacting clause
and insert:
Section 1. Section 17.56, Florida Statutes, is amended to

read:

17.56 Division of Treasury to maintain twra—eover—to—the

Aecounting—andAuditing all warrants paid.—The
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Division of Treasury shall maintain twrpeover—+to—the Pivisien—of

Acecountingand—Augditing all warrants drawn by the Chief
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Financial Officer er—+the Comptroliter and paid by the Division of

Treasury for a period of 10 years from the date the warrant was
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Section 2. Paragraph (a) of subsection (3) of section
497.263, Florida Statutes, i1s amended to read:

497.263 Cemetery companies; license required; licensure
requirements and procedures.—

(3) ACTION CONCERNING APPLICATIONS.—If the licensing
authority finds that the applicant meets the criteria
established in subsection (2), the applicant shall be notified
that a license will be issued when all of the following
conditions are satisfied:

(a) The establishment of a care and maintenance trust fund

containing not less than $50,000 has been certified by a trust

company eperatingpursuant—to—echapter 660, a state or national
bank holding trust powers, or a savings and loan association
holding trust powers as provided in s. 497.458, pursuant to a
trust agreement approved by the licensing authority. The $50,000
required for the care and maintenance trust fund shall be over
and above the $50,000 net worth required by subsection (2).

Section 3. Subsection (1) of section 497.266, Florida
Statutes, 1is amended to read:

497.266 Care and maintenance trust fund; remedy of
department for noncompliance.-—

(1) A Ne cemetery company may not establish a cemetery, or

operate a cemetery if already established, without providing for
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the future care and maintenance of the cemetery, for which a
care and maintenance trust fund shall be established, to be
known as “the care and maintenance trust fund of ..... ” The
trust fund shall be established with a trust company eperating
pursuant—teo—~echapter 666, with a state or national bank holding
trust powers, or with a federal or state savings and loan
association holding trust powers. Trust funds which are with a
state or national bank or savings and loan association licensed
in this state on October 1, 1993, shall remain in force;
however, when the amount of any such trust fund exceeds the
amount that is insured by an agency of the Federal Government,

the cemetery company shall transfer that trust fund to a trust

company eperatingpursutant—teo—echapter 660, to a state or
national bank holding trust powers, or to a federal or state
savings and loan association holding trust powers.

Section 4. Section 497.376, Florida Statutes, is amended to
read:

497.376 License as funeral director and embalmer
permitted.—

(1) This chapter does not prohibit a person from holding a
license as an embalmer and a license as a funeral director at
the same time. There may be issued and renewed by the licensing
authority a combination license as both funeral director and
embalmer to persons meeting the separate requirements for both
licenses as set forth in this chapter. The licensing authority
may adopt rules providing procedures for applying for and
renewing such combination license. The licensing authority may
by rule establish application, renewal, and other fees for such

combination license, which fees may skhatdt not exceed the sum of
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the maximum fees for the separate funeral director and embalmer
license categories as provided in this chapter. A person Persens
holding a combination license as a funeral director and an
embalmer is shadtdt—Pbe subject to regulation under this chapter
both as a funeral director and an embalmer.

(2) Except as provided under s. 497.377, an applicant for a

combination license as both a funeral director and an embalmer

must hold the educational credentials required for licensure as

a funeral director as provided under s. 497.373(1) (d).

Section 5. Section 497.377, Florida Statutes, 1s amended to
read:

497.377 Combination license as funeral director and
embalmer; €erneuvrrent internships.—

(1) To meet internship requirements for combined licensure

as a funeral director and an embalmer, the internship

requirement for funeral directors and the internship requirement

for embalmers and—funeraldireetors may be served concurrently

pursuant to rules adopted by the licensing authority.

(2) (a) An applicant who has not completed the educational

credentials required for a combination license as funeral

director and embalmer is eligible for licensure as a combination

funeral director and embalmer intern if the applicant:

1. Is currently enrolled in and attending a college

accredited by the American Board of Funeral Service Education

(ABFSE) in an ABFSE-accredited course of study in mortuary

science;

2. Has completed at least 75 percent of the course of study

in mortuary science, as certified by the college in which the

applicant is currently enrolled; and
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3. Has taken and received a passing grade in a college

credit course in mortuary law or funeral service law and has

taken and received a passing grade in a college credit course in

ethics.

(b) An application for internship for a combination funeral

director and embalmer license must include the name and address

of the funeral director licensed under s. 497.373 or s.

497.374 (1) and the embalmer licensed under s. 497.368 or s.

497.369 under whose supervision the intern will receive training

and the name of the licensed funeral establishment where the

training will be conducted.

(c) A combination funeral director and embalmer intern may

perform only the tasks, functions, and duties relating to

funeral directing and embalming which are performed under the

direct supervision of a licensed funeral director who has an

active, valid license under s. 497.373 or s. 497.374 (1) and an

embalmer who has an active, wvalid license under s. 497.368 or s.

497.369. However, a combination funeral director and embalmer

intern may perform those tasks, functions, and duties under the

general supervision of a licensed funeral director and embalmer

upon the intern’s graduation from a college accredited by the

ABRFSE with a degree as specified in s. 497.373(1) (d) and passage

of the laws and rules examination required under s.

497.373(2) (b) if, after 6 months of direct supervision, the

funeral director in charge of the internship training agency

certifies to the licensing agency that the intern is competent

to complete the internship under general supervision.

(d)1. A combination funeral director and embalmer intern

license expires 1 year after issuance and, except as provided in
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127 subparagraph 2., may not be renewed.

128 2. The licensing authority may adopt rules that allow a

129 combination funeral director and embalmer intern to renew her or

130 his funeral director and embalmer intern license for an

131 |additional l-year period if the combination funeral director and

132 embalmer intern demonstrates her or his failure to complete the

133 internship before expiration of the license due to illness,

134 |personal injury, or other substantial hardship beyond her or his

135 reasonable control or demonstrates that she or he has completed

136 |the requirements for licensure as a combination funeral director

137 and embalmer but is awaiting the results of a licensure

138 examination.

139 Section 6. Subsection (7) of section 497.380, Florida

140 Statutes, 1is amended to read:

141 497.380 Funeral establishment; licensure; display of

142 license.—

143 (7) Each licensed funeral establishment shall have a ene
144 |fuetd—+time funeral director in charge and shall have a licensed
145 funeral director reasonably available to the public during

146 |normal business hours for the establishment. The fult—time

147 funeral director in charge is responsible for ensuring that the
148 facility, its operation, and all persons employed in the

149 facility comply with all applicable state and federal laws and

150 rules. A funeral director in charge, with appropriate active

151 licenses, may serve as a funeral director in charge for not more

152 than a total of 2 funeral establishments, centralized embalming

153 facilities, direct disposal establishments, or cinerator

154 facilities, as long as the 2 locations are not more than 75

155 |miles apart as measured in a straight line FThe—full-—timefunecral
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charge must hold an active, valid funeral director license and

an active, valid embalmer license or combination license as a

funeral director and an embalmer. However, a funeral director

may serve as a funeral director in charge without an embalmer

license or combination license i1f the establishment does not

or may continue as the fall—time

have an embalming room on site,

funeral director in charge without an embalmer or combination
2010:

(a) The funeral establishment and the funeral director both

license if, as of September 30,

have active, valid licenses.

(b) The funeral director is currently the full-time funeral
director in charge of the funeral establishment.

(c) The name of the funeral director was included, as
(4),

recent application for issuance or renewal of its license or was

required in subsection in the funeral establishment’s most
included in the establishment’s report of change provided under
(12) (c) .

Section 7.
497.385,

paragraph

Paragraph (b) of subsection (2) of section

Florida Statutes, is amended to read:
497.385 Removal services; refrigeration facilities;
centralized embalming facilities.—In order to ensure that the
removal, refrigeration, and embalming of all dead human bodies
is conducted in a manner that properly protects the public’s
health and safety, the licensing authority shall adopt rules to

provide for the licensure of removal services, refrigeration
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facilities, and centralized embalming facilities operated

independently of funeral establishments, direct disposal
establishments, and cinerator facilities.

(2) CENTRALIZED EMBALMING FACILITIES.—In order to ensure
that all funeral establishments have access to embalming
facilities that comply with all applicable health and safety
requirements, the licensing authority shall adopt rules to
provide for the licensure and operation of centralized embalming
facilities and shall require, at a minimum, the following:

(b) Each licensed centralized embalming facility shall have
at least one full—time embalmer in charge. The fuoldl—time

embalmer in charge must have an active, valid embalmer license

or a combination license as a funeral director and an embalmer
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with appropriate active licenses,
also serve as a funeral director in charge under s. 497.380(7)
497.604(8) .

with appropriate active licenses,

A3

An embalmer in charge, may

or as a direct disposer in charge under s. A funeral

director in charge, may serve

as a funeral director in charge for not more than a total of 2

funeral establishments, centralized embalming facilities, direct

disposal establishments, or cinerator facilities, as long as the

2 locations are not more than 75 miles apart as measured in a

straight line.

Section 8. Subsection (2) of section 497.452, Florida

Statutes, is amended to read:
497.452 Preneed license required.—

(2) (a)

No person may receive any funds for payment on a
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preneed contract who does not hold a valid preneed license.

(b) The—preovisions—of Paragraph (a) does d&eo not apply to a
trust company eperating pursuvant—teochapter 666, to a national
or state bank holding trust powers, or to a federal or state
savings and loan association having trust powers which company,
bank, or association receives any money in trust pursuant to the
sale of a preneed contract.

Section 9. Subsection (8) of section 497.453, Florida
Statutes, 1s amended to read:

497.453 Application for preneed license, procedures and
criteria; renewal; reports.—

(8) ANNUAL TRUST REPORTS.—

(a) On or before April 1 of each year, the preneed licensee
shall file in the form prescribed by rule a full and true
statement as to the activities of any trust established by it
pursuant to this part for the preceding calendar year.

(b) A preneed licensee that sold, or a group of preneed

licensees under common control which sold in aggregate, 15,000

or more preneed contracts in this state in the preceding year

shall additionally comply with this paragraph.

1. As used in this paragraph, the term:

a. “Year 1” means a year in which a preneed licensee sells,

or a group of preneed licensees under common control sells in

aggregate, 15,000 or more preneed contracts in this state.

b. “Year 2” means the year immediately after Year 1.

2. As to each Year 1, the licensee or licensees shall,

during Year 2:

a. Prepare, with respect to each such licensee, a report of

Florida preneed operations in Year 1 on a form prescribed by
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b. Cause and pay for such report to be audited by an

department rule;

independent certified public accounting firm concerning the

accuracy and fairness of the presentation of the data provided

in the report; and

c. By December 31 of Year 2, provide the report to the

division along with a written and signed opinion of the

certified public accounting firm concerning the accuracy and

fairness of the presentation of the data provided in the report.

2. The report must be prepared and submitted using forms

and procedures specified by department rule. The department may

adopt rules specifying the format of the report and the

information to be reported.

Section 10. Paragraph (c) of subsection (1) of section
497.458, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

497.458 Disposition of proceeds received on contracts.—

(1)

(c) Such deposits shall be made within 30 days after the
end of the calendar month in which payment is received, under
the terms of a revocable trust instrument entered into with a
trust company eperatingpursuant—te—echapter 666, with a national
or state bank holding trust powers, or with a federal or state
savings and loan association holding trust powers.

Section 11. Subsection (2) of section 497.464, Florida
Statutes, 1is amended to read:

497.464 Alternative preneed contracts.—

(2) The contract must require that a trust be established
by the preneed licensee on behalf of, and for the use, benefit,

and protection of, the purchaser and that the trustee must be a
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272 trust company eperatingpursuant—teo—echapter 6606, a national or

273 state bank holding trust powers, or a federal or state savings
274 and loan association holding trust powers.

275 Section 12. Subsection (8) of section 497.604, Florida
276 Statutes, 1s amended to read:

277 497.604 Direct disposal establishments, license required;
278 licensing procedures and criteria; license renewal; regulation;
279 |display of license.—

280 (8) SUPERVISION OF FACILITIES.—

281 (a) Bffeetive Oetober 1+ 2030+ Each direct disposal

282 establishment shall have a emre—fuli—time—tiecensed funeral

283 director aetingas—the direet—dispeser in charge, subject to s.

284 497.380(7) . However, a licensed direct disposer may continue
285 acting as the direct disposer in charge, if, as of September 30,
286 |2010:

287 1. The direct disposal establishment and the licensed

288 direct disposer both have active, valid licenses.

289 2. The licensed direct disposer is currently acting as the
290 direct disposer in charge of the direct disposal establishment.
291 3. The name of the licensed direct disposer was included,
292 as required in paragraph (2) (c¢), in the direct disposal

293 establishment’s most recent application for issuance or renewal
294 of its license or was included in the establishment’s notice of
295 change provided under subsection (7).

296 (b) The dieensed funeral director in charge or tieensed
297 direct disposer in charge of a direct disposal establishment

298 |must be reasonably available to the public during normal

299 |business hours for the establishment anrdmay e —in—charge—-of
300 | oty eone—direcet—disposal—establtishment. The tieemsed funeral
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director in charge or dieensed direct disposer in charge of the
establishment is responsible for making sure the facility, its
operations, and all persons employed in the facility comply with
all applicable state and federal laws and rules. A funeral

director in charge, with appropriate active licenses, may serve

as a funeral director in charge for not more than a total of 2

funeral establishments, centralized embalming facilities, direct

disposal establishments, or cinerator facilities, as long as the

2 locations are not more than 75 miles apart as measured in a

straight line.

Section 13. Subsection (8) of section 497.606, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

497.606 Cinerator facility, licensure required; licensing
procedures and criteria; license renewal; regulation.—

(8) SUPERVISION OF FACILITIES.—Each cinerator facility

shall have a ene—fuli—time—dieensed direct disposer in charge or
a +ieensed funeral director in charge for that facility. Sueh
ity Such tieensed

B
[ S\ e - -

personmay be—in—<charge—of—only—oene
funeral director in charge or tieensed direct disposer in charge
shall be responsible for making sure the facility, its
operations, and all persons employed in the facility comply with
all applicable state and federal laws and rules. A funeral

director in charge, with appropriate active licenses, may serve

as a funeral director in charge for not more than a total of 2

funeral establishments, centralized embalming facilities, direct

disposal establishments, or cinerator facilities, as long as the

2 locations are not more than 75 miles apart as measured in a

straight line.

Section 14. Paragraph (a) of subsection (1) of section
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626.022, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

626.022 Scope of part.—

(1) This part applies as to insurance agents, service
representatives, adjusters, and insurance agencies; as to any
and all kinds of insurance; and as to stock insurers, mutual
insurers, reciprocal insurers, and all other types of insurers,
except that:

(a) It does not apply as to reinsurance, except that ss.
626.011-626.022, ss. 626.112-626.181, ss. 626.191-626.211, ss.
626.291-626.301, s. 626.331, ss. 626.342-626.511 ss+—626-342
626521+, ss. 626.541-626.591, and ss. 626.601-626.711 shall

o

apply as to reinsurance intermediaries as defined in s.
626.7492.

Section 15. Subsection (4) of section 626.025, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

626.025 Consumer protections.—To transact insurance, agents
shall comply with consumer protection laws, including the
following, as applicable:

(4) The submission of credit and character reports+ as
required by s. 626.171 er—s+—626-527.

Section 16. Subsection (1) of section 626.175, Florida

Statutes, is amended to read:

626.175 Temporary licensing.—

(1) The department may issue a nonrenewable temporary
license for a period not to exceed 6 months authorizing the
appointment of a general lines insurance agent, er—a life agent,

or personal lines agent amn—3ndustrial—fireor burglarvy agent,

subject to the conditions described in this section. The fees

paid for a temporary license and appointment must skadt be as
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specified in s. 624.501. Fees paid may shai+ not be refunded
after a temporary license has been issued.

(a) An applicant for a temporary license must be:

1. A natural person at least 18 years of age.

2. A United States citizen or legal alien who possesses
work authorization from the United States Bureau of Citizenship
and Immigration Services.

(b)1. In the case of a general lines agent, the department
may issue a temporary license to an employee, a family member, a
business associate, or a personal representative of a licensed
general lines agent for the purpose of continuing or winding up
the business affairs of the agent or agency in the event the
licensed agent has died or become unable to perform his or her
duties because of military service or illness or other physical
or mental disability, subject to the following conditions:

a. No other individual connected with the agent’s business
may be licensed as a general lines agent.

b. The proposed temporary licensee shall be qualified for a
regular general lines agent license under this code except as to
residence, examination, education, or experience.

c. Application for the temporary license shall have been
made by the applicant upon statements and affidavit filed with
the department on forms prescribed and furnished by the
department.

d. Under a temporary license and appointment, the licensee
shall not represent any insurer not last represented by the
agent being replaced and shall not be licensed or appointed as
to any additional kind, line, or class of insurance other than

those covered by the last existing agency appointments of the
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replaced agent. If an insurer withdraws from the agency during
the temporary license period, the temporary licensee may be
appointed by another similar insurer but only for the period
remaining under the temporary license.

2. A regular general lines agent license may be issued to a
temporary licensee upon meeting the qualifications for a general
lines agent license under s. 626.731.

(c) In the case of a life agent, the department may issue a
temporary license:

1. To the executor or administrator of the estate of a
deceased individual licensed and appointed as a life agent at
the time of death;

2. To a surviving next of kin of the deceased individual,
if no administrator or executor has been appointed and
qualified; however, any license and appointment under this
subparagraph shall be canceled upon issuance of a license to an
executor or administrator under subparagraph 1.; or

3. To an individual otherwise qualified to be licensed as
an agent who has completed the educational or training

requirements prescribed in s. 626.7851 and who is appointed has

represent an insurer of the industrial or ordinary-combination

class solely for the purpose of collecting premiums and

servicing in-force policies. Such licensee may not directly or

indirectly solicit, negotiate, or effect contracts of insurance.

(d) In the case of a personal lines dimited—tieense

aEheorizingappointmentas anindustriatl—Fire—or burgtary agent,
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the department may issue a temporary license:

1. To the executor or administrator of the estate of a

deceased individual who was licensed and appointed as a personal

lines agent at the time of his or her death;

2. To a surviving next of kin of the deceased individual if

no administrator or executor has been appointed and qualified.

However, a license and appointment under this subparagraph must

be canceled upon issuance of a license to an executor or

administrator under subparagraph 1.; or

3. To an individual otherwise qualified to be licensed as

an agent, who has completed the educational or training

requirements prescribed in s. 626.732, and who is appointed to

represent an insurer of the industrial or ordinary-combination

class solely for the purpose of collecting premiums and

servicing in-force policies. Such licensee may not directly or

indirectly solicit, negotiate, or effect contracts of insurance
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Section 17. Paragraph (b) of subsection (3) of section
626.207, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

626.207 Disqualification of applicants and licensees;
penalties against licensees; rulemaking authority.—

(3) An applicant who has been found guilty of or has
pleaded guilty or nolo contendere to a crime not included in
subsection (2), regardless of adjudication, is subject to:

(b) A 7-year disqualifying period for all felonies to which

neither the permanent bar in subsection (2) nor the 15-year
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disqualifying period in paragraph (a) applies. Notwithstanding

subsection (4), an applicant who served at least half of the

disqualifying period may reapply for a license if, during that

time, the applicant has not been found guilty of or has not

pleaded guilty or nolo contendere to a crime. The department may

issue the applicant a license on a probationary basis for the

remainder of the disqualifying period. The applicant’s

probationary period ends at the end of the disqualifying period.

Section 18. Subsection (1) and paragraph (e) of subsection
(2) of section 626.221, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

626.221 Examination requirement; exemptions.—

(1) The department may shaltt not issue any license as agent
or adjuster to any individual who has not qualified for, taken,
and passed to the satisfaction of the department a written
examination of the scope prescribed in s. 626.241.

(2) However, an examination is not necessary for any of the
following:

(e) An applicant who has been licensed as an all-lines
adjuster and appointed as an independent adjuster or company

employee adjuster and who files 4+f an application for an all-

lines adjuster license lieensuyre—3is—Ffiled with the department

within 48 months after feltewing the date of cancellation or

expiration of the prior appointment.

Section 19. Paragraph (d) of subsection (3) of section
626.2815, Florida Statutes, 1s amended to read:

626.2815 Continuing education requirements.—

(3) Each licensee except a title insurance agent must
complete a 5-hour update course every 2 years which is specific

to the license held by the licensee. The course must be
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developed and offered by providers and approved by the

department.

The content of the course must address all lines of

insurance for which examination and licensure are required and

include the following subject areas:

ethics for insurance professionals,

studies, industry trends,

suitability of products and services,

premium discounts,

insurance law updates,
disciplinary trends and case
determining

and other similar

insurance-related topics the department determines are relevant

to legally and ethically carrying out the responsibilities of

the license granted. A licensee who holds multiple insurance

licenses must complete an update

course that is specific to at

least one of the licenses held. Except as otherwise specified,

any remaining required hours of continuing education are

elective and may consist of any continuing education course

approved by the department under

(d) An individual who holds

this section.

a license as a customer

representative;—+imited—eustomer

1 19 o

IS
T

+ s
T

41 £
[ Sy @ R [ S

111111

o
o

not a licensed life or health agent+ must also complete a

minimum of 5 hours of continuing
years.
Section 20.
section 626.321,
626.321 Limited licenses.—
(1)

Paragraphs (b)

and

Florida Statutes,

education courses every 2

(f) of subsection (1) of

are amended to read:

The department shall issue to a qualified applicant a

license as agent authorized to transact a limited class of

business in any of the following

insurance:

categories of limited lines
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504 (b) Industrial fire insurance or burglary insurance.—

505 License covering only industrial fire insurance or burglary

506 |insurance. FThe—applticant—for such o ticensemastpaSs—awritten
507 |examination—ecovering suchinsuraneer A licensee under this

508 paragraph may not hold a license as an agent for any other or

509 additional kind or class of insurance coverage except for life

510 insurance and health insurance. Effective July 1, 2019, all

511 licensees holding such limited license and appointment may renew

512 |the license and appointment, but no new or additional licenses

513 |may be issued pursuant to this paragraph and a licensee whose

514 limited license under this paragraph has been terminated,

515 suspended, or revoked may not have such license reinstated.

516 (f) Crop hail and multiple-peril crop insurance.—License
517 for insurance covering crops subject to unfavorable weather
518 conditions, fire or lightning dightening, flood, hail, insect
519 infestation, disease, or other yield-reducing conditions or
520 |perils which is provided by the private insurance markets+ or
521 |which is subsidized by the Federal Group Insurance Corporation

522 including multi-peril crop insurance. Notwithstanding any other

523 |previstern—eof law, the limited license may be issued to a bona
524 fide salaried employee of an association chartered under the

525 Farm Credit Act of 1971, 12 U.S.C. ss. 2001 et seq.—whe

526
527
528 appointed by, and his or her limited license requested by, a
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529 licensed general lines agent. All business transacted by the

530 agent must be on behalf of, in the name of, and countersigned by
531 the agent by whom he or she is appointed. Sections 626.561 and
532 626.748, relating to records, apply to all business written
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pursuant to this section. The licensee may be appointed by and
licensed for only one general lines agent or agency.

Section 21. Subsection (1) of section 626.471, Florida
Statutes, 1s amended to read:

626.471 Termination of appointment.—

(1) Subject to an appointee’s contract rights, an
appointing entity may terminate its appointment of any appointee
at any time. Except when termination is upon a ground that whiech
would subject the appointee to suspension or revocation of his
or her license and appointment under s. 626.611 or s. 626.621,
and except as provided by contract between the appointing entity
and the appointee, the appointing entity shall give at least 60
days’ advance written notice of its intention to terminate such
appointment to the appointees—either by delivery thereof to the

appointee in person, ©¥ by mailing ity postage prepaid, or by e-

mail. If delivery is by mail or e-mail, the notice must be

addressed to the appointee at his or her last mailing or e-mail

address of record with the appointing entity. Notice is se
maited—shall—Pe deemed to have been given when deposited in a

United States Postal Service mail depository or when the e-mail

is sent, as applicable.

Section 22. Section 626.521, Florida Statutes, is repealed.

Section 23. Section 626.536, Florida Statutes, is amended
to read:

626.536 Reporting of administrative actions.—Within 30 days
after the final disposition of an administrative action taken
against a licensee er—3insurance—ageney by a governmental agency
or other regulatory agency in this or any other state or

jurisdiction relating to the business of insurance, the sale of
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securities, or activity involving fraud, dishonesty,
trustworthiness, or breach of a fiduciary duty, the licensee er
insuranee—ageney must submit a copy of the order, consent to
order, or other relevant legal documents to the department. The
department may adopt rules to administer this section.

Section 24. Subsection (7) is added to section 626.6215,
Florida Statutes, to read:

626.6215 Grounds for discretionary refusal, suspension, or
revocation of insurance agency license.—The department may, in
its discretion, deny, suspend, revoke, or refuse to continue the
license of any insurance agency if it finds, as to any insurance
agency or as to any majority owner, partner, manager, director,
officer, or other person who manages or controls such insurance
agency, that any one or more of the following applicable grounds
exist:

(7) A denial, suspension, or revocation of, or any other

adverse administrative action against, a license to practice or

conduct any regulated profession, business, or vocation by this

state, any other state, any nation, any possession or district

of the United States, any court, or any lawful agency thereof.

Section 25. Section 626.729, Florida Statutes, is amended
to read:

626.729 “Industrial fire insurance” defined.—As used in Fes¥
the—purposes—of this code, the term “industrial fire insurance”
means: +s

(1) Insurance against loss by fire of either buildings and
other structures or contents, which may include extended

coverage;

(2) Windstorm insurance;
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(3) Basic limits owners, landlords, or tenants liability
insurance with single limits of $25,000;

(4) Comprehensive personal liability insurance with a
single limit of $25,000; or

(5) Burglary insurance, under which the premiums are
collected quarterly or more often and the face amount of the
insurance provided by the policy on one risk is not more than

$50,000, including the contents of such buildings and other

Section 26. Section 626.7355, Florida Statutes, is

repealed.

Section 27. Subsection (9) of section 626.8437, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

626.8437 Grounds for denial, suspension, revocation, or
refusal to renew license or appointment.—The department shall
deny, suspend, revoke, or refuse to renew or continue the
license or appointment of any title insurance agent or agency,
and it shall suspend or revoke the eligibility to hold a license
or appointment of such person, if it finds that as to the
applicant, licensee, appointee, or any principal thereof, any
one or more of the following grounds exist:

(9) Willful failure to comply with, or willful wviolation

of, any proper order or rule of the department or willful
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620 violation of any provision of the Florida Insurance Code +his

021 aceE.

622 Section 28. Subsection (2) of section 626.844, Florida

623 Statutes, 1s amended to read:

624 626.844 Grounds for discretionary refusal, suspension, or
625 revocation of license or appointment.—The department may, in its
626 discretion, deny, suspend, revoke, or refuse to renew or

627 continue the license or appointment of any title insurance agent
628 |or agency, and it may suspend or revoke the eligibility to hold
629 |a license or appointment of any such title insurance agent or
630 |agency if it finds that as to the applicant or licensee or

631 appointee, or any principal thereof, any one or more of the

632 following grounds exist under circumstances for which such

633 denial, suspension, revocation, or refusal is not mandatory

634 under s. 626.8437:

635 (2) Violation of any provision of the Florida Insurance

636 |Code £his—aet in the course of dealing under the license or

637 appointment.
638 Section 29. Paragraph (e) of subsection (1) and paragraphs
639 (b) and (c) of subsection (2) of section 626.8732, Florida

640 Statutes, are amended to read:

641 626.8732 Nonresident public adjuster’s qualifications,
642 bond.—
643 (1) The department shall, upon application therefor, issue

644 a license to an applicant for a nonresident public adjuster’s
645 license upon determining that the applicant has paid the
646 |applicable license fees required under s. 624.501 and:

647 (e) Has been licensed and employed as a public adjuster in

648 the applicant’s state of residence on a continual basis for the
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past 6 months sear, or, if the applicant’s state of residence
does not issue licenses to individuals who act as public
adjusters, the applicant has been licensed and employed as a

resident insurance company adjuster, a public adjuster, or an

independent adjuster in his or her state of residence or any
other state on a continual basis for the past 6 months year.

(2) The applicant shall furnish the following with his or
her application:

(b) If currently licensed as a resident public adjuster in
the applicant’s state of residence, a certificate or letter of
authorization from the licensing authority of the applicant’s
state of residence, stating that the applicant holds a current
or comparable license to act as a public adjuster and has held
the license continuously for the past 6 months sea¥. The
certificate or letter of authorization must be signed by the
insurance commissioner or his or her deputy or the appropriate
licensing official and must disclose whether the adjuster has
ever had any license or eligibility to hold any license
declined, denied, suspended, revoked, or placed on probation or
whether an administrative fine or penalty has been levied
against the adjuster and, if so, the reason for the action.

(c) If the applicant’s state of residence does not require
licensure as a public adjuster and the applicant has been
licensed as a resident insurance adjuster in his or her state of
residence or any other state, a certificate or letter of
authorization from the licensing authority stating that the
applicant holds or has held a license to act as such an
insurance adjuster and has held the license continuously for the

past 6 months seaxr. The certificate or letter of authorization
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must be signed by the insurance commissioner or his or her
deputy or the appropriate licensing official and must disclose
whether or not the adjuster has ever had any license or
eligibility to hold any license declined, denied, suspended,
revoked, or placed on probation or whether an administrative
fine or penalty has been levied against the adjuster and, if so,
the reason for the action.

Section 30. Subsection (6) of section 627.7015, Florida
Statutes, 1s amended to read:

627.7015 Alternative procedure for resolution of disputed
property insurance claims.—

(6) (&) Mediation is nonbinding; however, if a written
settlement is reached, the policyholder has 3 business days
within which the policyholder may rescind the settlement unless
the policyholder has cashed or deposited any check or draft
disbursed to the policyholder for the disputed matters as a
result of the conference. If a settlement agreement is reached
and is not rescinded, it is binding and acts as a release of all
specific claims that were presented in that mediation
conference.

(b) At the conclusion of the mediation, the mediator shall

provide a written report of the results of mediation, including

any settlement amount, to the insurer, the policyholder, and the

policyholder’s representative if the policyholder is represented

at the mediation.

Section 31. Subsection (1) of section 633.216, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:
633.216 Inspection of buildings and equipment; orders;

firesafety inspection training requirements; certification;
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disciplinary action.—The State Fire Marshal and her or his
agents or persons authorized to enforce laws and rules of the
State Fire Marshal shall, at any reasonable hour, when the State
Fire Marshal has reasonable cause to believe that a violation of
this chapter or s. 509.215, or a rule adopted thereunder, or a
minimum firesafety code adopted by the State Fire Marshal or a
local authority, may exist, inspect any and all buildings and
structures which are subject to the requirements of this chapter
or s. 509.215 and rules adopted thereunder. The authority to
inspect shall extend to all equipment, vehicles, and chemicals
which are located on or within the premises of any such building
or structure.

(1) Each county, municipality, and special district that
has firesafety enforcement responsibilities shall employ or
contract with a firesafety inspector. Except as provided in s.
©33.312(2), ana (3), and (4), the firesafety inspector must
conduct all firesafety inspections that are required by law. The
governing body of a county, municipality, or special district
that has firesafety enforcement responsibilities may provide a
schedule of fees to pay only the costs of inspections conducted
pursuant to this subsection and related administrative expenses.
Two or more counties, municipalities, or special districts that
have firesafety enforcement responsibilities may jointly employ
or contract with a firesafety inspector.

Section 32. Paragraph (f) of subsection (1) of section
©633.218, Florida Statutes, 1s amended to read:

633.218 Inspections of state buildings and premises; tests
of firesafety equipment; building plans to be approved.—

(1)
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Section 33. Paragraph (c) of subsection (1) of section
633.306, Florida Statutes, 1s amended to read:

633.306 Requirements for installation, inspection, and
maintenance of fire suppression equipment.—

(1) The requirements for installation of fire extinguishers
and preengineered systems are as follows:

(c) Equipment must shad+ be installed in accordance with
the applicable standards of the National Fire Protection
Association and the manufacturer’s drawings and specifications,

using only components and parts specified by the manufacturer or

listed as equal parts by a nationally recognized testing

laboratory, such as Underwriters Laboratories, Inc., or Factory

Mutual Laboratories, Inc.

Section 34. Present subsections (4) and (5) of section
633.312, Florida Statutes, are redesignated as subsections (5)
and (6), respectively, and subsection (3) of that section is
amended, to read:

633.312 Inspection of fire control systems, fire hydrants,
and fire protection systems.—

(3) (&) The inspecting contractor shall provide to the

building owner or hydrant owner and the local authority having

jurisdiction a copy of the applicable uniform summary inspection

report established under this chapter. The local authority

having jurisdiction may accept uniform summary inspection

reports by United States mail, by hand delivery, by electronic

submission, or through a third-party vendor that collects the
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765 reports on behalf of the local authority having jurisdiction.

766 (b) The State Fire Marshal shall adopt rules to implement a

767 |uniform summary inspection report and submission procedures to

768 |be used by all third-party vendors and local authorities having

769 |jurisdiction. For purposes of this section, a uniform summary

770 inspection report must record the address where the fire

771 protection system or hydrant is located, the company and person

772 conducting the inspection and their license number, the date of

773 |the inspection, and the fire protection system or hydrant

774 inspection status, including a brief summary of each deficiency,

775 |critical deficiency, noncritical deficiency, or impairment

776 found. A contractor’s detailed inspection report is not required

777 to follow the uniform summary inspection report format. The

778 State Fire Marshal shall establish by rule a submission

779 |procedure for each means provided under paragraph (a) by which a

780 local authority having jurisdiction may accept uniform summary

781 inspection reports. Each of the submission procedures must allow

782 a contractor to attach additional documents with the submission

783 |of a uniform summary inspection report, including a physical

784 copy of the contractor’s detailed inspection report. A

785 submission procedure may not require a contractor to submit

786 |information contained within the detailed inspection report

787 unless the information is required to be included in the uniform

788 summary inspection report.

789 (4) The maintenance of fire hydrant and fire protection
790 systems as well as corrective actions on deficient systems is
791 the responsibility of the owner of the system or hydrant.

792 |Equipment requiring periodic testing or operation to ensure its

793 |maintenance shall be tested or operated as specified in the Fire
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Prevention Code, Life Safety Code, National Fire Protection
Association standards, or as directed by the appropriate
authority, provided that such appropriate authority may not
require a sprinkler system not required by the Fire Prevention
Code, Life Safety Code, or National Fire Protection Association
standards to be removed regardless of its condition. This
section does not prohibit governmental entities from inspecting
and enforcing firesafety codes.

Section 35. Section 633.520, Florida Statutes, is amended
to read:

©633.520 Safety; firefighter employer responsibilities;

division rules.—

(1) Every firefighter employer shall furnish and use safety
devices and safeguards, adopt and use methods and processes
reasonably adequate to render such an employment and place of
employment safe, and do every other thing reasonably necessary
to protect the lives, health, and safety of such firefighter
employees. As used in this section, the terms “safe” and

4

“safety,” as applied to any employment or place of employment,
mean such freedom from danger as is reasonably necessary for the
protection of the lives, health, and safety of firefighter
employees, including conditions and methods of sanitation and
hygiene. Safety devices and safeguards required to be furnished
by the firefighter employer by this section or by the division
under authority of this section do not include personal apparel
and protective devices that replace personal apparel normally
worn by firefighter employees during regular working hours.

(2) The division shall adopt rules to establish employer

cancer prevention best practices relating to personal protective
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equipment, decontamination, fire suppression apparatus, and fire

stations.

Section 36. Subsection (1) of section 648.49, Florida
Statutes, 1s amended to read:

648.49 Duration of suspension or revocation.—

(1) The department shall, in its order suspending a license

or appointment or in its order suspending the eligibility of a

person to hold or apply for such & license or appointment,

specify the period during which the suspension is to be in
effect, but such period may not exceed 2 years. The license, o¥
appointment, or amd eligibility to hold a license or appointment
must shadtd remain suspended during the period so specified,
subject, however, to any rescission or modification of the order
by the department, or modification or reversal thereof by the
court, prior to expiration of the suspension period. A license

or appointment that whieh has been suspended may not be

reinstated, nor may shaltt the eligibility to hold such license

or appointment be reinstated, except upon the filing and

approval of an application for reeguest—for—such reinstatement.s

bt The department may not approve an application for grant—sueh

reinstatement if it finds that the circumstances for which the
license or appointment was suspended still exist or are likely
to recur. In each case involving suspension, the department has
the discretion to require the former licensee to successfully
complete a basic certification course in the criminal Jjustice
system, consisting of not less than 80 hours approved by the
department.

Section 37. Present subsection (8) of section 717.124,

Florida Statutes, is redesignated as subsection (11), a new
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subsection (8) and subsections (9) and (10) are added to that
section, and subsection (7) of that section is amended, to read:

717.124 Unclaimed property claims.—

(7) The department may allow an apparent owner to
electronically submit a claim for unclaimed property to the
department. If a claim is submitted electronically for $5,000
£4+-60668 or less, the department may use a method of identity
verification other than a copy of a valid driver license, other
government-issued photographic identification, or a sworn
notarized statement. The department may adopt rules to implement
this subsection.

(8) Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter,

the department may develop and implement an identification

verification and disbursement process whereby accounts valued at

$2,000 or less, after receipt by the department and after being

added to the unclaimed property database, may be disbursed to an

apparent owner after the department has verified that the

apparent owner is living and has verified the apparent owner’s

correct, current address. The department shall include with the

payment a notification and an explanation of the dollar amount,

source, and property type of each account included in the

disbursement. The department may adopt rules to administer this

subsection.

(9) Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter,

the department may develop and implement a verification and

disbursement process whereby accounts, after receipt by the

department and after being added to the unclaimed property

database, for which the apparent owner is a governmental agency

of this state or subdivision thereof; a county government of
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this state or a subdivision thereof; a public school district of

this state or a subdivision thereof; a municipality of this

state or a subdivision thereof; or a special taxing district of

this state or authority may be disbursed to the apparent owner

entity or to the successor entity. The department shall include

with the payment a notification and explanation of the dollar

amount, source, and property type of each account included in

the disbursement. The department may adopt rules to administer

this subsection.

(10) Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter,

the department may develop a process whereby a registered

claimant’s representative may electronically submit to the

department electronic images of completed claims and claim-

related documents pursuant to this chapter, including limited

powers of attorney and purchase agreements that have been

personally signed and dated by a claimant or by a seller

pursuant to s. 717.135 or s. 717.1351, after the original

documents provided by the claimant or by the seller to the

claimant’s representative are physically received and in the

claimant’s representative’s possession for any respective claim.

FEach claim filed by a registered claimant’s representative must

include a statement by the claimant’s representative or buyer

accurately attesting that all documents are true copies of the

original documents and that all original documents are

physically in the possession of the claimant’s representative or

buyer. All original documents must be kept in original form, by

claim number, under the secure control of the claimant’s

representative or buyer and must be made available for

inspection by the department or other governmental agencies in
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accordance with s. 717.1315. The department may adopt rules to

administer this subsection.

Section 38. This act shall take effect July 1, 2019.

================= T I T LE A MENDMEN T ================

And the title is amended as follows:
Delete everything before the enacting clause

and insert:

A bill to be entitled

An act relating to the Department of Financial
Services; amending s. 17.56, F.S.; requiring the
Division of Treasury to maintain, rather than turn
over to the Division of Accounting and Auditing,
warrants drawn by the Chief Financial Officer;
specifying the timeframe during which such warrants
must be maintained; making a technical change;
amending ss. 497.263 and 497.266, F.S.; deleting a
requirement that trust companies, where certain care
and maintenance trust funds may be established, must
operate pursuant to ch. 660, F.S.; amending s.
497.376, F.S.; specifying required educational
credentials for certain applicants for a combination
license as both funeral director and embalmer;
amending s. 497.377, F.S.; specifying qualifications
for certain applicants for a combination funeral
director and embalmer intern license; providing
application requirements; specifying limitations on
and authorized actions of interns; specifying the

expiration of intern licenses; authorizing the
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939 licensing authority to adopt certain rules; amending
940 s. 497.380, F.S.; revising requirements for the

941 supervision of licensed funeral establishments by

942 funeral directors in charge; revising establishments a
943 funeral director may be in charge of; revising funeral
944 director licensing requirements for certain

945 establishments; amending s. 497.385, F.S.; revising
946 requirements for the supervision of licensed

947 centralized embalming facilities; amending s. 497.452,
948 F.S.; deleting a requirement that trust companies must
949 operate pursuant to ch. 660, F.S., to be exempt from a
950 certain preneed licensing requirement; amending s.

951 497.453, F.S.; specifying annual trust reporting

952 requirements for certain preneed licensees or certain
953 groups of preneed licensees; defining the term “Year
954 1”7 and “Year 2”; authorizing the department to adopt
955 certain rules; amending ss. 497.458 and 497.464, F.S.;
956 deleting a requirement that trust companies must

957 operate pursuant to ch. 660, F.S., to enter into

958 certain revocable trust instruments and act as

959 trustees for certain preneed contract purchasers,

960 respectively; amending s. 497.604, F.S.; revising

961 requirements for the supervision of direct disposal
962 establishments; amending s. 497.606, F.S.; revising
963 requirements for the supervision of cinerator

964 facilities; amending s. 626.022, F.S.; conforming a
965 cross-reference; amending s. 626.025, F.S.; conforming
966 a provision to changes made by the act; amending s.
967 626.175, F.S.; authorizing the department to issue
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968 nonrenewable temporary licenses authorizing the

969 appointment of personal lines agents; deleting such
970 authorization for industrial fire or burglary agents;
971 revising circumstances under which the department may
972 issue temporary licenses authorizing the appointment
973 of life agents; specifying circumstances under which
974 the department may issue temporary licenses

975 authorizing the appointment of personal lines agents;
976 prohibiting certain licensees from soliciting,

977 negotiating, or effecting contracts of insurance;

978 amending s. 626.207, F.S.; providing an exception from
979 a disqualification period from licensure as an

980 insurance representative for certain persons found

981 guilty or pleading guilty or nolo contendere to

982 certain felonies; authorizing the department to issue
983 licenses on a probationary period for a certain

984 timeframe; specifying when the probationary period

985 ends; amending s. 626.221, F.S.; specifying that a

986 certain exemption from an examination requirement

987 applies to applicants for an all-lines adjuster

988 license; amending s. 626.2815, F.S.; revising the

989 individuals that are subject to a certain continuing
990 education requirement; amending s. 626.321, F.S.;

991 deleting an examination requirement for an applicant
992 for an industrial fire insurance or burglary insurance
993 license; providing that, beginning on a specified

994 date, the license and appointment may be renewed, but
995 no new or additional licenses may be issued and the
996 license may not be reinstated; deleting an examination
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997 requirement for crop hail and multiple peril crop

998 insurance licenses; amending s. 626.471, F.S.;

999 authorizing an appointing entity to provide a
1000 termination notice to the appointee by e-mail;
1001 providing that the e-mail must be addressed to the
1002 appointee’s last e-mail address of record; specifying
1003 when notice by e-mail is deemed to have been given;
1004 repealing s. 626.521, F.S., relating to credit and
1005 character reports; amending s. 626.536, F.S.; deleting
1006 a requirement for insurance agencies to report certain
1007 administrative actions to the department; amending s.
1008 626.6215, F.S.; adding certain grounds for the
1009 department’s discretionary refusal, suspension, or
1010 revocation of an insurance agency license; amending s.
1011 626.729, F.S.; revising the definition of the term
1012 “industrial fire insurance” relating to burglary
1013 insurance; repealing s. 626.7355, F.S., relating to a
1014 temporary license as a customer representative pending
1015 examination; amending ss. 626.8437 and 626.844, F.S.;
1016 revising certain grounds for the denial of, suspension
1017 of, revocation of, or refusal to renew licenses or
1018 appointments of title insurance agents or agencies;
1019 amending s. 626.8732, F.S.; revising qualifications
1020 for the issuance of a nonresident public adjuster’s
1021 license; amending s. 627.7015, F.S.; requiring
1022 mediators in certain property insurance claim
1023 mediations to provide a certain written report to
1024 certain parties at the conclusion of the mediation;
1025 amending s. 633.216, F.S.; conforming a cross-
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1026 reference; amending s. 633.218, F.S.; deleting a
1027 requirement that state-owned or state-leased buildings
1028 be identified through use of the United States
1029 National Grid Coordinate System; amending s. 633.306,
1030 F.S.; specifying requirements for components and parts
1031 of installed fire extinguishers and preengineered
1032 systems; amending s. 633.312, F.S.; specifying means
1033 by which local authorities having jurisdiction may
1034 accept inspection reports by contractors inspecting
1035 fire hydrants and fire protection systems; requiring
1036 the State Fire Marshal to adopt rules implementing a
1037 uniform summary inspection report and submission
1038 procedures; providing requirements for such report and
1039 procedures; amending s. 633.520, F.S.; authorizing the
1040 Division of State Fire Marshal to adopt certain rules
1041 establishing firefighter employer cancer prevention
1042 best practices; amending s. 648.49, F.S.; specifying
1043 that reinstatement of a bail bond agent license is
1044 contingent upon filing an application with, and
1045 approval by, the department; amending s. 717.124,
1046 F.S.; increasing the threshold amount of
1047 electronically submitted claims under which the
1048 department may use alternative identity verification
1049 methods; authorizing the department to develop and
1050 implement specified identification verification and
1051 disbursement processes for certain unclaimed property
1052 accounts; authorizing the department to develop
1053 processes for certain electronic submissions;
1054 specifying requirements for the submission of claims
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1055 and recordkeeping; authorizing the department to adopt

1056 rules; providing an effective date.
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