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LEGISLATIVE ACTION
Senate . House
Comm: FAV
11/12/2019

The Committee on Children, Families, and Elder Affairs

(Mayfield) recommended the following:
Senate Amendment (with title amendment)

Delete lines 413 - 697
and insert:

Section 8. Effective January 1, 2021, paragraph (b) of
subsection (8) of section 627.6675, Florida Statutes, is amended
to read:

627.6675 Conversion on termination of eligibility.—Subject
to all of the provisions of this section, a group policy

delivered or issued for delivery in this state by an insurer or
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nonprofit health care services plan that provides, on an
expense-incurred basis, hospital, surgical, or major medical
expense insurance, or any combination of these coverages, shall
provide that an employee or member whose insurance under the
group policy has been terminated for any reason, including
discontinuance of the group policy in its entirety or with
respect to an insured class, and who has been continuously
insured under the group policy, and under any group policy
providing similar benefits that the terminated group policy
replaced, for at least 3 months immediately prior to
termination, shall be entitled to have issued to him or her by
the insurer a policy or certificate of health insurance,
referred to in this section as a “converted policy.” A group
insurer may meet the requirements of this section by contracting
with another insurer, authorized in this state, to issue an
individual converted policy, which policy has been approved by
the office under s. 627.410. An employee or member shall not be
entitled to a converted policy if termination of his or her
insurance under the group policy occurred because he or she
failed to pay any required contribution, or because any
discontinued group coverage was replaced by similar group
coverage within 31 days after discontinuance.

(8) BENEFITS OFFERED.—

(b) An insurer shall offer the benefits specified in s.

627 4193 o 62T £6Q e+ heneafi+a armans £33 20 o 27 £60 2 £
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Section 9. Effective January 1, 2021, section 627.668,
Florida Statutes, is transferred, renumbered as section

627.4193, Florida Statutes, and amended to read:
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127 attesting to compliance with the applicable provisions of the

128 MHPAEA.

129 (5) The office shall implement and enforce applicable

130 |provisions of MHPAEA and federal guidance or regulations

131 relating to MHPAEA, including, but not limited to, 45 C.F.R. s.
132 146.136, 45 C.F.R. s. 147.160, and 45 C.F.R. s. 156.115(a) (3),

133 and this section.

134 (6) The Financial Services Commission may adopt rules to

135 |implement this section.

136 Section 10. Subsection (4) is added to section 627.669,
137 Florida Statutes, to read:
138 627.669 Optional coverage required for substance abuse

139 |impaired persons; exception.—

140 (4) This section is repealed January 1, 2021.
141 Section 11. Effective January 1, 2021, present subsection
142 (17) of section 627.6699, Florida Statutes, is redesignated as

143 subsection (18), and a new subsection (17) is added to that
144 section, to read:

145 627.6699 Employee Health Care Access Act.—

146 (17) MENTAL HEALTH AND SUBSTANCE ABUSE BENEFITS.—A health

147 benefit plan that provides coverage to employees of a small

148 |employer is subject to s. 627.4193.

149 Section 12. Effective January 1, 2021, subsection (9) is
150 added to section 0641.26, Florida Statutes, to read:
151 641.26 Annual and gquarterly reports.—

152 (9) Every health maintenance organization issuing,

153 delivering, or issuing for delivery contracts providing

154 comprehensive major medical coverage shall annually submit an

155 affidavit to the office attesting to compliance with the
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requirements of s. 627.4193. The office may adopt rules to

implement this subsection.

Section 13. Effective January 1, 2021, subsection (48) is
added to section 0641.31, Florida Statutes, to read:
0641.31 Health maintenance contracts.—

(48) All health maintenance contracts that provide

comprehensive medical coverage must comply with the coverage

provisions of s. 627.4193. The commission may adopt rules to

implement this subsection.

Section 14. Section 786.1516, Florida Statutes, 1s created
to read:

786.1516 Immunity for providing assistance in a suicide

emergency.—

(1) As used in this section, the term:

(a) “Emergency care” means assistance or advice offered to

avoid, mitigate, or attempt to mitigate the effects of a suicide

emergency.

(b) “Suicide emergency” means an occurrence that reasonably

indicates an individual is at risk of dying or attempting to die

by suicide.

(2) A person who provides emergency care at or near the

scene of a suicide emergency, gratuitously and in good faith, is

not liable for any civil damages or penalties as a result of any

act or omission by the person providing the emergency care

unless the person is grossly negligent or caused the suicide

emergency.
Section 15. Present subsection (28) of section 1002.33,
Florida Statutes, is redesignated as subsection (29), and a new

subsection (28) is added to that section, to read:
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1002.33 Charter schools.—
(28) CONTINUING EDUCATION AND INSERVICE TRAINING FOR YOUTH
SUICIDE AWARENESS AND PREVENTION.-—

(a) By October 1, 2020, every charter school must:

1. Incorporate 2 hours of training offered pursuant to s.

1012.583. The training must be included in the existing

continuing education or inservice training requirements for

instructional personnel and may not add to the total hours

currently required by the department. Every charter school must

require all instructional personnel to participate.

2. Have at least two school-based staff members certified

or otherwise deemed competent in the use of a suicide screening

instrument approved under s. 1012.583(1) and have a policy to

use such suicide risk screening instrument to evaluate a

student’s suicide risk before requesting the initiation of, or

initiating, an involuntary examination due to concerns about

that student’s suicide risk.

(b) Every charter school must report its compliance with

this subsection to the department.

Section 16. Subsections (2) and (3) of section 1012.583,

Florida Statutes, are amended to read:
1012.583 Continuing education and inservice training for
youth suicide awareness and prevention.—

(2) By October 1, 2020, every public school must A—sehoot

I nas A~r~A
© <

AWaPP
J

=
(=8

(a) Incorporate Frmeerporates 2 hours of training offered

pursuant to this section. The training must be included in the

existing continuing education or inservice training requirements
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for instructional personnel and may not add to the total hours

currently required by the department. Every public school A

t—chooses—te—par inr—the—+training must require

o 1
oo

[0)]

all instructional personnel to participate.

(b) Have Has at least two school-based staff members
certified or otherwise deemed competent in the use of a suicide
screening instrument approved under subsection (1) and have has
a policy to use such suicide risk screening instrument to
evaluate a student’s suicide risk before requesting the
an involuntary examination due to

initiation of, or initiating,

concerns about that student’s suicide risk.
4+

S
AP S iy @ § Q1T

|.._|.

(3) Every public school A——sechool—that meets—the er

subseetion—{2)> must report its compliance with this section to
the department. Thedepartment——shall keepanupdated—record—of
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Section 17. Paragraphs (a) and (c) of subsection (3) of

section 394.495, are amended to read:

394.495 Child and adolescent mental health system of care;

Florida Statutes,

programs and services.—

(3) Assessments must be performed by:

(a) A professional as defined in s. 394.455(5), (7), (33)
432y, (36) +35)%, or (37) +36};

(c) A person who is under the direct supervision of a
qualified professional as defined in s. 394.455(5), (7), (33)
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432, (36) 435, or (37) 436> or a professional licensed under

chapter 491.

Section 18. Subsection (5) of section 394.496, Florida
Statutes, 1s amended to read:

394.496 Service planning.—

(5) A professional as defined in s. 394.455(5), (7), (33)

32, (36) «35), or (37) +36) or a professional licensed under
chapter 491 must be included among those persons developing the
services plan.

Section 19. Subsection (6) of section 394.9085, Florida
Statutes, 1s amended to read:

394.9085 Behavioral provider liability.—

(6) For purposes of this section, the terms “detoxification

4 ”

services,” “addictions receiving facility,” and “receiving
facility” have the same meanings as those provided in ss.
397.311(26) (a)4., 397.311(26) (a)l., and 394.455(40) 3854455439},

respectively.

Section 20. Paragraph (b) of subsection (1) of section
409.972, Florida Statutes, i1s amended to read:

409.972 Mandatory and voluntary enrollment.—

(1) The following Medicaid-eligible persons are exempt from
mandatory managed care enrollment required by s. 409.965, and
may voluntarily choose to participate in the managed medical
assistance program:

(b) Medicaid recipients residing in residential commitment
facilities operated through the Department of Juvenile Justice
or a treatment facility as defined in s. 394.455447).

Section 21. Paragraph (e) of subsection (4) of section

464.012, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:
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464.012 Licensure of advanced practice registered nurses;
fees; controlled substance prescribing.—

(4) In addition to the general functions specified in
subsection (3), an advanced practice registered nurse may
perform the following acts within his or her specialty:

(e) A psychiatric nurse, who meets the requirements in s.
394 .455(36) 5+—384-455(35), within the framework of an

established protocol with a psychiatrist, may prescribe

psychotropic controlled substances for the treatment of mental
disorders.

Section 22. Subsection (7) of section 744.2007, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

744.2007 Powers and duties.—

(7) A public guardian may not commit a ward to a treatment
facility, as defined in s. 394.45544%), without an involuntary
placement proceeding as provided by law.

Section 23. The Office of Program Policy Analysis and

Government Accountability shall perform a review of suicide

prevention programs and efforts made by other states and make

recommendations on their applicability to this state. The office

shall submit a report containing the findings and

recommendations to the President of the Senate and the Speaker

of the House of Representatives by January 1, 2021.

Section 24. Except as otherwise expressly provided in this

act, this act shall take effect July 1, 2020.

And the title is amended as follows:

Delete line 77
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302 specified date; providing effective dates.

301 and insert:
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