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HOUSE AMENDMENT

Bill No. CS/CS/HB 431 (2021)
Amendment No.

CHAMBER ACTION

Senate House

Representative Rommel offered the following:

Amendment (with title amendment)

Remove lines 110-482 and insert:
acts and omissions of the physician assistant. A physician may
not supervise more than 10 fewr currently licensed physician
assistants at any one time. A physician supervising a physician
assistant pursuant to this section may not be required to review
and cosign charts or medical records prepared by such physician
assistant.

(4) PERFORMANCE OF PHYSICIAN ASSISTANTS.—

(b) This chapter authorizes dees—met—prevent third-party
payors to reimburse frem—reimbursing employers of physician
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assistants for covered services rendered by licensed physician

assistants.

Payment for services within the

physician

assistant's scope of practice shall be made

when ordered or

performed by a physician assistant if the same service would

have been covered if ordered or performed by a physician.

Physician assistants are authorized to bill for and receive

direct payment for the services they deliver.

(e)

A supervising physician may delegate to a fully

licensed physician assistant the authority to prescribe or

dispense any medication used in the supervising physician's

practice unless such medication is listed on the formulary

created pursuant to paragraph

().

A fully licensed physician

assistant may only prescribe or dispense such medication under

the following circumstances:

1. A physician assistant must clearly identify to the

patient that he or she is a physician assistant amrd—Fnferm—the
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physician must notify the department of

on a department-approved form,

before delegating such authority and of any change in

prescriptive privileges of the physician assistant. Authority to

dispense may be delegated only by a supervising physician who is
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name, address, and telephone number—thephysician—assistant’s
preseriberrmumber. Unless it is a drug or drug sample dispensed
by the physician assistant, the prescription must be filled in a
pharmacy permitted under chapter 465 and must be dispensed in

that pharmacy by a pharmacist licensed under chapter 465. Fhe
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dispensing of medication in the appropriate medical record.

(f)1. The council shall establish a formulary of medicinal
drugs that a fully licensed physician assistant having
prescribing authority under this section or s. 459.022 may not
prescribe. The formulary must include general anesthetics and
radiographic contrast materials and must limit the prescription
of Schedule II controlled substances as listed in s. 893.03 to a
7-day supply. The formulary must also restrict the prescribing

of Schedule II psychiatric mental health controlled substances

for children younger than 18 years of age to a l4-day supply,

provided the physician assistant is under the supervision of a

pediatrician, a family practice physician, an internal medicine

physician, or a psychiatrist.

2. In establishing the formulary, the council shall

consult with a pharmacist licensed under chapter 465, but not

725777
Approved For Filing: 4/9/2021 2:31:04 PM
Page 4 of 17



87
88
89
90
91
92
93
94
95
96
97
98
99
100
101
102
103
104
105
106
107
108
109
110

HOUSE AMENDMENT

Bill No. CS/CS/HB 431 (2021)
Amendment No.

licensed under this chapter or chapter 459, who shall be
selected by the State Surgeon General.

3. Only the council shall add to, delete from, or modify
the formulary. Any person who requests an addition, a deletion,
or a modification of a medicinal drug listed on such formulary
has the burden of proof to show cause why such addition,
deletion, or modification should be made.

4. The boards shall adopt the formulary required by this
paragraph, and each addition, deletion, or modification to the
formulary, by rule. Notwithstanding any provision of chapter 120
to the contrary, the formulary rule shall be effective 60 days
after the date it is filed with the Secretary of State. Upon
adoption of the formulary, the department shall mail a copy of
such formulary to each fully licensed physician assistant having
prescribing authority under this section or s. 459.022, and to
each pharmacy licensed by the state. The boards shall establish,
by rule, a fee not to exceed $200 to fund the provisions of this
paragraph and paragraph (e).

(1) A physician assistant may authenticate any document

with his or her signature, certification, stamp, verification,

affidavit, or endorsement if it may be so authenticated by the

signature, certification, stamp, verification, affidavit, or

endorsement of a physician, including, but not limited to, any

of the following:
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Bill No. CS/CS/HB 431 (2021)
Amendment No.

1. 1Initiation of an involuntary examination pursuant to s.

394.463.

2. Do-not-resuscitate orders or physician orders for the

administration of life-sustaining treatment.

3. Death certificates.

4. School physical examinations.

5. Medical evaluations for workers' compensation claims,

including the date of maximum medical improvement as defined in

s. 440.02.

6. Orders for physical therapy, occupational therapy,

speech-language therapy, home health services, or durable

medical equipment.

(j) A physician assistant may supervise a medical

assistant as defined in this chapter and chapter 459.

(5)+6)> PROGRAM APPROVAL.-—

(a) The boards shall approve programs, based on
recommendations by the council, for the education and training
of physician assistants which meet standards established by rule
of the boards. The council may recommend only those physician
assistant programs that hold full accreditation or provisional

accreditation from the Accreditation Review Commission on

Education for the Physician Assistant, Inc., Ceommissionon
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grant—advanced—aecaderie—eredit—and—toFful il +the neecessary
supervised—eliniecal—eanddidactiec eduecation—which maybe
compreted—simupltanceousty;——shall—Pbereguiredbefore—graduation
from—theprogram—Atl—eother provisions—of—this section—shallt
remarn—Ta—effects

(_6)—(4—)— PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT LICENSURE.—

(a) Any person desiring to be licensed as a physician
assistant must apply to the department. The department shall
issue a license to any person certified by the council as having
met the following requirements:

1. 1Is at least 18 years of age.

2. Has graduated from an approved program.

a. For an applicant who graduated after December 31, 2020,
has received a master's degree in accordance with the
Accreditation Review Commission on Education for the Physician
Assistant, Inc., or its successor organization.

b. For an applicant who graduated before December 31,
2020, has received a bachelor's or master's degree from an
approved program.

c. For an applicant who graduated before July 1, 1994, has
graduated from an approved program of instruction in primary
health care or surgery.
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d. For an applicant who graduated before July 1, 1983, has

received a certification from the boards as a physician

assistant.

The department may also issue a license to an applicant who does

not meet the educational requirements specified in this

subparagraph but who passed the Physician Assistant National

Certifying Examination administered by the National Commission

on Certification of Physician Assistants before 1986.

3.2+ Has obtained satisfactoritypassed a passing
proficieneyexamination by an—aceeptablte score as established by

the National Commission on Certification of Physician Assistants

or its successor organization and has been nationally certified.

If an applicant does not hold a current certificate issued by
the National Commission on Certification of Physician Assistants

or 1ts successor organization and has not actively practiced as

a physician assistant within the immediately preceding 4 years,
the applicant must retake and successfully complete the entry-
level examination of the National Commission on Certification of

Physician Assistants or its successor organization to be

eligible for licensure.

4.3+ Has completed the application form and remitted an
application fee not to exceed $300 as set by the boards. An
application for licensure made by a physician assistant must

include:

725777

Approved For Filing: 4/9/2021 2:31:04 PM
Page 9 of 17




HOUSE AMENDMENT

CS/CS/HB 431 (2021)

Bill No.

Amendment No.

YH io] io] ¢ ¢
D H — 0} -H -
a O D (@] — 0
@ O 9] < al A 4 [o9]
D -H — & > (@] (@] -H D D
-HD © - — Y D ¢
N1y O - D —~ a P i} @ H
D 0] q [0} . @ © (@] (o] a a [OLI] HO)J
o0 « O No-H g 0| Ol ®© ¢ @ D ¢
0, Q n T D B a n a 3 o| -H -H O P ®
& 3 c ow - a O 4| T O Y] B
D 0 O ~ i1y fH 0] o - (@] O WH|l -A -H o <
() -4 O D -4 O ©w w0 o] 0 4 o o™
c ) 4y £ Q (9] nl - > . D @ 4b
4q A O - D B o o-H [0) (o] o < B -H
D - O B (@] = O O a Ay @ lON ®
o) > A bl e —~ A g 0O Al -H -t D 4 -
D 0] q i) D, © i} O 3 T Q| W o] 9] 0]
P - O ® D » o ©® O wn|l O -4 O £ L 3P D
e W O O ) < ¢ n O = [ B N OR
v A @] -H 3 (9] @) > D [09) [0p)
-H O > > ® DL P T © P o nl & & @
Y 0] q 0] e - a 0} a - a [0} O En] b D ~
-H 0, (@) o HO) 4 o] (@) - 4| O H [ H
Eiy 0 — . @ » N e “ 3 O © © ({0 1] D
s o n o0 @ n n © L O O on {SIO)]
b £ - 3 P b A O ®© Al O < D ¢ O &%
» © O o q H n H = n P > © D -H i} .
Y 94 -4 D 4 ® ©n o o cl H © oW wm
T (@) O > 9] [OR @ QO 0] a O P O D 44 -H
0] O - 0] - H g © O ol -H oo ({0 1] D
>0 S D o N Q| 4P D @
O o Q O 4 0] U @ o )] Q| W (@] H @ @
IS ] 09] - o > -+ gl | b D D
o > o N O 4 Q n P O K 4H D O
ol ¢ c a a ® oA 3 0 . -H 4P -
©| -H ™ © -4 ¥ ¢ »nn < T & Y T| 0| L & B A
oy i b > -+ 0 ol «| <4l A D D
al - H q £ <o 3 a | | T o & +
© ® O O O D D o, < )] (8] 0 0] ~N@ ®
H - 0] 4 O n A S 0] > i D ® )
sl PP P W - O O -d @) S H| Q| O wn - -d -f
@) g o @© P B QO -H O] ®© oo B O TR ) I ()
S O O O D P n Y o0 wn gl wn| Tl H & & -4 D
W @ g £ -~ 0 D o O B > [0) D 0 &
(V] o O W H 0] @ g 0] ol L > i b
© 4P T T -+ W O 9] O Ay ol < © “ ¢ £ ¢ ®
g ¢ o O P D D g9 Bl gl o P O O
Oo| -H — “ [N 5 Y W g o O Rty B -H
—l ©q 2 2 0O ™ o O -+ O H| WH| A o n O D W
ol ®m @) O O (0N b o <o P O n| + -H @ D
- ® c c D HO)j @) “ [« . Q [0 [09) s -H
O MM ] (0] - T o O O ga| | T| O [09] D @ M
oy o O O P H O O -4 O ®w s H -H
IS ® & <L D — 2 oAl A n| ®n YH b N
- 0] P P onl o L B I TR )
) . “ D —~ O a O © a O a ® D &
o - . . 3 . on o P o A N O o M - [09) [OFNY]
© o9} Q O n P o~ 0] S O © S 0] NP @
p c — 9 - o iE) [9) - ® [0p)
o 0) b QO 5 P © L w| -H h P —H
O, —~ 0 D g 0O 49 o wnl Q| = b D
To) - D O O 4l 3| B w0 o P 4¢P
(VI — & O © U O g n| Qo op W Ul
— N O N O ™~ 0w O O 4 N OO < 1N O >~ 0 O O 4 N M < 0
— 4 A4 4 d4 4 d =4 +d N N N N N N N N N N O MmO O O O oM
N N N N N NN N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N

725777

04 PM

: 31

4/9/2021 2

Approved For Filing

Page 10 of 17



236
237
238
239
240
241
242
243
244
245
246
247
248
249
250
251
252
253
254
255
256
257
258
259
260

HOUSE AMENDMENT

Bill No. CS/CS/HB 431 (2021)
Amendment No.

Section 2. Subsections (8) through (17) of section
459.022, Florida Statutes, are renumbered as subsections (7)
through (16), respectively, paragraphs (f) and (g) of subsection
(4) are redesignated as paragraphs (g) and (h), respectively,
paragraphs (e), (f), and (g) of present subsection (7) are
redesignated as paragraphs (d), (e), and (f), respectively,
subsections (1), (2), and (3), paragraphs (b), (e), and (f) of
subsection (4), present subsections (5) and (6), and paragraphs
(a), (c), and (d) of present subsection (7) are amended, and a
new paragraph (f) and paragraphs (i) and (j) are added to
subsection (4) of that section, to read:

459.022 Physician assistants.—

(1) LEGISLATIVE INTENT.-—

4=+ The purpose of this section is to authorize physician

assistants, with their education, training, and experience in

the field of medicine, to practice medicine in collaboration

with physicians and other health care practitioners to provide

increased efficiency and to ensure high-quality medical services

are available at a reasonable cost ercouvragemore—effeetive
12

PO B Ry 133 £
O C 1T 1T 12T -

ISR BN r o~ n
O Lo Taollo UL gLroapo Y
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7
(2) DEFINITIONS.—As used in this section:

(a) "Approved program" means a physician assistant program

in the United States, or any possession or territory thereof,

accredited by the Accreditation Review Commission on Education

for the Physician Assistant, Inc., or its successor

organization, or, if before 2001, its predecessor organization

(b) "Boards" means the Board of Medicine and the Board of

Osteopathic Medicine.

(c)+{hr "Continuing medical education" means courses
recognized and approved by the boards, the American Academy of
Physician Assistants, the American Medical Association, the
American Osteopathic Association, or the Accreditation Council
on Continuing Medical Education.

(d)+4e> "Council" means the Council on Physician

Assistants.
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285 (e) "Physician assistant” means a health care professional

286| who meets the qualifications under this chapter or chapter 458

287 and is licensed to practice medicine as provided in this chapter

288 or chapter 458 persern—whe—is—a graduateof anopproved program
289

290

291

292 (f)4e> "Physician assistant national certifying

293| examination" means the Physician Assistant National Certifying

. . " o . D
294 Examination 'Prefieieneyexamipnation'means—an——entry—teveld

295

296| +eo—theose—examinations administered by the National Commission

297| on Certification of Physician Assistants or its successor

298 agency.

299 (g)+{#&r "Supervision" means responsible supervision and

300 control. Except in cases of emergency, supervision requires the
301 easy availlability or physical presence of the licensed physician
302 for consultation and direction of the actions of the physician
303 assistant. For the purposes of this definition, the term "easy
304 availability" includes the ability to communicate by way of

305| telecommunication. The boards shall establish rules as to what
306| constitutes responsible supervision of the physician assistant.

307 (h)4d)» "Trainee" means a person who is currently enrolled

308 in an approved program.
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(3) PERFORMANCE OF SUPERVISING PHYSICIAN.—Each physician
or group of physicians supervising a licensed physician
assistant must be qualified in the medical areas in which the
physician assistant is to perform and shall be individually or
collectively responsible and liable for the performance and the
acts and omissions of the physician assistant. A physician may
not supervise more than 10 fewr currently licensed physician
assistants at any one time. A physician supervising a physician
assistant pursuant to this section may not be required to review
and cosign charts or medical records prepared by such physician
assistant.

(4) PERFORMANCE OF PHYSICIAN ASSISTANTS.—

(b) This chapter authorizes dees—met—prevent third-party

payors to reimburse frem—reimbursing employers of physician

assistants for covered services rendered by licensed physician

assistants. Payment for services within the physician

assistant's scope of practice shall be made when ordered or

performed by a physician assistant if the same service would

have been covered if ordered or performed by a physician.

Physician assistants are authorized to bill for and receive

direct payment for the services they deliver.

(e) A supervising physician may delegate to a fully
licensed physician assistant the authority to prescribe or
dispense any medication used in the supervising physician's

practice unless such medication is listed on the formulary
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created pursuant to s. 458.347. A fully licensed physician
assistant may only prescribe or dispense such medication under
the following circumstances:

1. A physician assistant must clearly identify to the

patient that she or he is a physician assistant and—must—inform

+h o
crC—pPo™

£
-

2. The supervising physician must notify the department of
her or his intent to delegate, on a department-approved form,
before delegating such authority and of any change in
prescriptive privileges of the physician assistant. Authority to
dispense may be delegated only by a supervising physician who is
registered as a dispensing practitioner in compliance with s.
465.0276.

3. A fully licensed The physician assistant may procure

medicinal drugs and medical devices unless such drug is listed

on the formulary established pursuant to paragraph (f) must
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4650276~

4.5+ The prescription may be in paper or electronic form

but must comply with ss. 456.0392 (1) and 456.42(1) and chapter

499 and must contain—3nr—additien—+te the supervising physician's

name, address, and telephone number—thephysician—assistant's
preseriber rmumber. Unless it is a drug or drug sample dispensed
by the physician assistant, the prescription must be filled in a
pharmacy permitted under chapter 465, and must be dispensed in

that pharmacy by a pharmacist licensed under chapter 465. The

5.6+ The physician assistant must note the prescription or
dispensing of medication in the appropriate medical record.

(f)1. The council shall establish a formulary of medicinal

drugs that a fully licensed physician assistant having

prescribing authority under this section or s. 458.347 may not

prescribe. The formulary must include general anesthetics and

radiographic contrast materials and must limit the prescription

of Schedule II controlled substances as listed in s. 893.03 to a

7-day supply. The formulary must also restrict the prescribing

of Schedule II psychiatric mental health controlled substances

for children younger than 18 years of age to a 1l4-day supply,

provided the physician assistant is under the supervision of a
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pediatrician, a family practice physician, an internal medicine

physician, or a psychiatrist.

TITLE AMENDMENT

Remove lines 17-25 and insert:
assistant licensure requirements; revising the number of
physician assistants a physician may supervise at one time;
restricting the prescribing of specified controlled substances
for children younger than 18 to a l4-day supply under certain
circumstances; removing provisions requiring physician
assistants to inform patients of certain rights before
prescribing or dispensing prescriptions, authorizing the
issuance of physician assistant prescriber numbers, requiring

the adoption of certain
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