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1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to the practice of physician

3 assistants; amending ss. 458.347 and 459.022, F.S.;

4 F.S.; providing legislative intent; revising and

5 providing definitions; providing physician assistant
6 reimbursement and direct billing requirements;

7 authorizing fully licensed physician assistants to

8 procure medicinal drugs and medical devices under

9 certain circumstances; providing an exception;

10 authorizing physician assistants to authenticate

11 certain documents for specified reasons; revising a
12 requirement for physician assistant programs to hold
13 specified accreditation from the Accreditation Review
14 Commission on Education for the Physician Assistant,
15 Inc., or its successor organization, or, if before

16 2001, its predecessor organization; revising physician
17 assistant licensure requirements; removing provisions
18 prohibiting a physician from supervising more than

19 four physician assistants at one time, requiring
20 physician assistants to inform patients of certain
21 rights before prescribing or dispensing prescriptions,
22 authorizing the issuance of physician assistant
23 prescriber numbers, prohibiting physician assistants
24 from prescribing controlled substances to children
25 younger than 18, requiring the adoption of certain
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26 physician assistant program standards, and authorizing
277 community colleges to conduct physician assistant
28 programs; amending ss. 744.3675 and 893.05, F.S.;
29 conforming cross-references; providing an effective
30 date.

31
32 Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
33
34 Section 1. Subsections (8) through (17) of section

35 458.347, Florida Statutes, are renumbered as subsections (7)

36 through (16), respectively, paragraphs (e), (f), and (g) of

37 present subsection (7) are redesignated as paragraphs (d), (e),
38 and (f), respectively, subsections (1), (2), and (3), paragraphs
39 (b), (e), and (f) of subsection (4), present subsections (5) and
40 (6), and paragraphs (a), (c), and (d) of present subsection (7)
41 are amended, and paragraphs (i) and (Jj) are added to subsection

42 (4) of that section, to read:

43 458.347 Physician assistants.—
44 (1) LEGISLATIVE INTENT.-—
45 4=+ The purpose of this section is to authorize physician

46| assistants, with their education, training, and experience in

47 the field of medicine, to practice medicine in collaboration

48| with physicians and other health care practitioners to provide

49 increased efficiency and to ensure high-quality medical services

50 are available at a reasonable cost encouragemore—effeective
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76 Physician Assistants, the American Medical Association, the

77| American Osteopathic Association, or the Accreditation Council
78 on Continuing Medical Education.

79 (d)+4ey "Council" means the Council on Physician

80| Assistants.

81 (e) "Physician assistant” means a health care professional

82| who meets the qualifications under this chapter or chapter 459

83| and is licensed to practice medicine as provided in this chapter

84 or chapter 459 perser—whois o groduate of on opprovedprogram
85 ' '

86 1 e ~Arman~nA + Noar v e~ AlS N anrszr N~ A~ aatoadA sy +1
= ) T T O CTTIO T ja t/\./J_J_UJ_J.I.l [ 4 | UPL W R S Wy @ R ) oo LTV ITTOTNO \A.\./_L\./\.jul.,\/u L/_Y I

87| supervising physieian.

88 (f)4e> "Physician assistant national certifying

89| examination" means the Physician Assistant National Certifying

. . " o . Do
90 Examination 'Prefieieneyexamination'means—an——entry—teveld

91

92 to—Ehose—examinatieons administered by the National Commission

93 on Certification of Physician Assistants or its successor

94 agency.

95 (g)+4#£r "Supervision" means responsible supervision and

96 control. Except in cases of emergency, supervision requires the
97 easy availability or physical presence of the licensed physician
98 for consultation and direction of the actions of the physician
99 assistant. For the purposes of this definition, the term "easy

100 availability" includes the ability to communicate by way of

Page 4 of 27

CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions.
hb0431-02-c2



F L ORTIDA H O U S E O F R EPRESENTATI V E S

CS/CS/HB 431 2021

101 telecommunication. The boards shall establish rules as to what
102 constitutes responsible supervision of the physician assistant.
103 (h)+e» "Trainee" means a person who is currently enrolled
104 in an approved program.

105 (3) PERFORMANCE OF SUPERVISING PHYSICIAN.—Each physician
106| or group of physicians supervising a licensed physician

107 assistant must be qualified in the medical areas in which the
108| physician assistant is to perform and shall be individually or
109| collectively responsible and liable for the performance and the
110| acts and omissions of the physician assistant. A—physician—may
111| net—supervise more—than feur ecurrently lticensed physieian

112 assistants ot anyene—+times- A physician supervising a physician

113| assistant pursuant to this section may not be required to review
114 and cosign charts or medical records prepared by such physician
115 assistant.

116 (4) PERFORMANCE OF PHYSICIAN ASSISTANTS.—

117 (b) This chapter authorizes dees—met—prevent third-party

118| payors to reimburse frem—reimbursing employers of physician

119| assistants for covered services rendered by licensed physician

120 assistants. Payment for services within the physician

121 assistant's scope of practice shall be made when ordered or

122| performed by a physician assistant if the same service would

123| have been covered if ordered or performed by a physician.

124 Physician assistants are authorized to bill for and receive

125| direct payment for the services they deliver.
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126 (e) A supervising physician may delegate to a fully

127 licensed physician assistant the authority to prescribe or

128 dispense any medication used in the supervising physician's
129| practice unless such medication is listed on the formulary

130 created pursuant to paragraph (f). A fully licensed physician
131 assistant may only prescribe or dispense such medication under
132 the following circumstances:

133 1. A physician assistant must clearly identify to the
134| patient that he or she is a physician assistant and—infeormthe

-

135 Bnatrtont +ho4+ 1 Nt At oo ra o~ +h hsza g o~ o
t/uk./_L\./J.J.L./ CITTO T T t/uk./_L\./J.J.L./ TTTOO T J__L\.jJ.LL_, (R [ A T t/J.L_Yu_Lk/_L(.AJ.J.
136 befor N N =T AN 2N PN BT NE NP W 2N I | r AaocrmeamnanaA Whey +141
i VA PR E N S w) (& t/J_\./uk/J__Lt/L.,_LUJ.J. ) t/J_\./uk/J__LLJ\./\A. A \A._Lb_)t/\.allu\.,u LJ_Y T
137| physieian—assistant.
138 2. The supervising physician must notify the department of

139| his or her intent to delegate, on a department-approved form,
140| before delegating such authority and of any change in

141| prescriptive privileges of the physician assistant. Authority to
142 dispense may be delegated only by a supervising physician who is
143 registered as a dispensing practitioner in compliance with s.
144 465.0276.

145 3. A fully licensed The physician assistant may procure

146| medicinal drugs and medical devices unless such drug is listed

147 on the formulary established pursuant to paragraph (f) mgst

148 o] A+ ENEE A RN IR 22T RV £ 1N A~ gm0~y g A ] Air ot a A I~ 4o

CoOMpPreTte—a it O T o COotriior e o T Caoar—Co ottt OO atT S —=1t
149 +h e~ AT by o N g A T g Al Nhszaa ~gd A Saagabandt oo
trrC— S PCCTarty Pttt Ce—=xit— Wi Crr—triiC— Py ST CTrait—a oo o tattt S

150| preseriptiveprivileges—withecach licensure renewal—Three—of
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176 5.6+ The physician assistant must note the prescription or
177 dispensing of medication in the appropriate medical record.

178 (f)1. The council shall establish a formulary of medicinal
179| drugs that a fully licensed physician assistant having

180| prescribing authority under this section or s. 459.022 may not
181| prescribe. The formulary must include general anesthetics and
182 radiographic contrast materials and must limit the prescription
183| of Schedule II controlled substances as listed in s. 893.03 to a
184 Y-day supply. Fhe—Ffermutarvymastotsorestrict—the preseribing
18%| efpsyeniatricewestotl heotth controlded substances Ffeor echitdres

£
-

186| wyouvnger—thon 18 years—of—ages
187 2. 1In establishing the formulary, the council shall

188 consult with a pharmacist licensed under chapter 465, but not
189 licensed under this chapter or chapter 459, who shall be

190 selected by the State Surgeon General.

191 3. Only the council shall add to, delete from, or modify
192 the formulary. Any person who requests an addition, a deletion,
193 or a modification of a medicinal drug listed on such formulary
194 has the burden of proof to show cause why such addition,

195 deletion, or modification should be made.

196 4. The boards shall adopt the formulary required by this
197| paragraph, and each addition, deletion, or modification to the
198 formulary, by rule. Notwithstanding any provision of chapter 120
199 to the contrary, the formulary rule shall be effective 60 days
200 after the date it is filed with the Secretary of State. Upon
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201 adoption of the formulary, the department shall mail a copy of
202 such formulary to each fully licensed physician assistant having
203| prescribing authority under this section or s. 459.022, and to
204 each pharmacy licensed by the state. The boards shall establish,
205| by rule, a fee not to exceed $200 to fund the provisions of this
206| paragraph and paragraph (e).

207 (1) A physician assistant may authenticate any document

208 with his or her signature, certification, stamp, verification,

209| affidavit, or endorsement if it may be so authenticated by the

210 signature, certification, stamp, verification, affidavit, or

211 endorsement of a physician, including, but not limited to, any

212 of the following:

213 1. 1Initiation of an involuntary examination pursuant to s.

214 394.463.

215 2. Do-not-resuscitate orders or physician orders for the

216 administration of life-sustaining treatment.

217 3. Death certificates.
218 4., School physical examinations.
219 5. Medical evaluations for workers' compensation claims,

220 including the date of maximum medical improvement as defined in

221 s. 440.02.

2272 6. Orders for physical therapy, occupational therapy,

223 speech-language therapy, home health services, or durable

224| medical eguipment.

225 (j) A physician assistant may supervise a medical
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assistant as defined in this chapter and chapter 459.
5 : ; - " T’ ]
Lave . g TN . ] ] .
(5)+6)> PROGRAM APPROVAL.-—

(a) The boards shall approve programs, based on
recommendations by the council, for the education and training
of physician assistants which meet standards established by rule
of the boards. The council may recommend only those physician
assistant programs that hold full accreditation or provisional

accreditation from the Accreditation Review Commission on

Education for the Physician Assistant, Inc., ECemmission—on
Aeereditationof Attied Health Programs Oor its successor

organization, or, if before 2001, its predecessor organization.

(b) DNotwithstanding any other provision of law, a trainee

may perform medical services when such services are rendered

) ) Th bhroarda o111 S~
within the SCcope of an approved program rrhe—ooaraS—Star—aaoPt
A A T 2 ol e ANl AW R +hat a1~ N~ rnorat+ RN
PO S StaiGatrGS— o SRS e —thiat St pProgtramS—oOpetface—Th——=
mannar +hoa+ A ISEER AN N anea~nr 1 hreaal+h r gl £ £ + 1
I T T 1 CTIITTr T \W AW A wyw) TToCT Clluull\jc_\_ LSS i ey ITC O I CIT A\ = LA\ S Sy @ R S wy A\ - LSS i ey
Bt Nt o CAY A~y IS T N za 2N ISP £ + 1 Yooy ame
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The leorda clhall vesrdens tlhe cmaalidey ~f tlha  sonarand moal o £ o b2 oo
THC 00O S S fevIew it garr oy O ittt Cura; TtaCHrrtIeSy

Page 10 of 27

CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions.
hb0431-02-c2




V E S

R EPRESENTATI

F

H O U S E O

D A

F L OR

2021

CS/CS/HB 431

. D o
D & + a
& 0] B % YH -
D P P £F & 0 D >
- (V] & ~ n - D — — ©
PG P ® L @ s sH =i g — <q
) D O I ~ D -H & - D (M @ ©
¢ -f () £ - b P & P P oy oy -~ g wm
iy ) D D 4p oy D T ON 0 [09] O n
SR () NOREE R R P © ¢ o O D -
) D Rty o, W ® - n @ D H & @ n P~
Koy [09] D - D 4 4 D D > o A
4 Y4 @ o —H [0} D O, D 4] - e 0] O
D B D & (VI I D 4P 0, £ c
-H ® B O [N ] D Y )] i 3
Ho4 ¥ D D - - @ b @ D D © “ O
o 4b s @ & -H T P 4 A D N @ O
b3 » -H @ D ® ® k< n o
O ud D n & D 4 D @ [99) ] Q Q
i) D 4 [09) = & [0 JR1S) [op) X} -H T O
(V] [OFEEN(V] ¢ €@ B L & | o] iu
L ON D @& [op) n @ ¢ ~ iy O]
k3 D P £ - D -H . -f D D D M o a >
i o 4b D« . U K S B Q
) D Y - ® D fH D n W D D D 0]
LN OR N (O N1 D D - n @ v O + O
(9] H B LI s I o) ~ W 4w jon U [99) zZ = 0
P B n P P ® D & - D jon B - g -A
D Lo O Y4 T & B D O (OB
P £ &8 8 b - B @ & - H 0 g -
@ D - O & - - ¢ @ b B [o9] H QPP
(VI (M ® 0] D n ® D D D & - “ “
4P e ¢ U - b O T 4 - P H O ®© O
0 ® T ™ @ D S I OB
£ (A S I O] B (g n Q@ - o < Q 0
® ® ) ) ¢ - ~ B D D & [ON = o O q +
K on — B @ @ » My Y- D n a O a
()N - P D D (VI Hoom < H H 4 0O ©n O
D D & - -f - 4 oH o P D n 4 g 4 g
4 D () D 4 4 [O2IN( D . <A n 4 P 0 0
OFE O ¢ @ D & D 4P S| QY
- b @ b = ¢ 9 4p D 0 O -
L fF PN v - s D D (] Z O P >N 3
P H @ ¢ O P T O T iy S < S o
jin) ) ¢ & D [99] - — ® D HO)j — H q > @© 0]
n 4P B Wwnq D ¢ D -H (] < O O .
Q £ 4 < o b » T ok I H n Q O
P 5 D M ®E x ¢ ) D (o)l * 4 0 PO
D D - — — ku mm fom mu H > 0] © a
D () JRT] [OFEEN(] ~ D & X D ® v = (o o -H
N N ® [OFEEN )] - ~ & - i H D A fu} 0 2
()] >0 (VI | o+ W [99) Y o Y4H >0 o @)
- ¢ P P g B Q@ D n D 4p g 2 o0
P ¢ S S ORI T ) & OF @ 4P oo < 8 O A
-H @ . 2 IS S ¥ ~ €4 4@ o o, e
HQ (o] b - & ¢ D D jon PooH
- 9] ~ W @ [on - ® ® D -l & D -H ~| ~ c
D@ P O N ¢ - 4 - E 4P D £ O © © © 0O
(VI -+ P O B ) Y i WHoa o~ = P <
0 O SR b O -H q B - .- n o0 P
& H O Q. #H @ P g P — 3
P ® -d D - ADow P ON D & n u P
) b & £ P L& WP D () n o on Q
M m ¥ < h +H B O O dy ah ©c -4 g
— N MO N O ™~ 0 O O +d N MO < N W >~ 0 O O +d N M oW
[To TNNTo NENNTo BNNTo BENNTo NENNTo NENNTo NN To NENNTe BN o BN Vo BN Ve BENN o SN U BNNUo SR Vo SRR Vo JENN Vo SRR Uo NN S o N s SR A D
N N NN NN NN NN NN NN NN NN NN NN NN N

Page 11 of 27

words underlined are additions.

)

CODING: Words stricken are deletions

hb0431-02-c2



F L ORTIDA H O U S E O F R EPRESENTATI V E S

CS/CS/HB 431 2021
276 1. 1Is at least 18 years of age.
277 2. Has graduated from an approved program.
278 a. For an applicant who graduated after December 31, 2020,

279| has received a master's degree in accordance with the

280| Accreditation Review Commission on Education for the Physician

281 Assistant, Inc., or its successor organization.

282 b. For an applicant who graduated before December 31,

283| 2020, has received a bachelor's or master's degree from an

284 approved program.

285 c. For an applicant who graduated before July 1, 1994, has

286| graduated from an approved program of instruction in primary

287 health care or surgery.

288 d. For an applicant who graduated before July 1, 1983, has

289| received a certification from the boards as a physician

290 assistant.
291

292 The department may also issue a license to an applicant who does

293| not meet the educational requirements specified in this

294 subparagraph but who passed the Physician Assistant National

295 Certifying Examination administered by the National Commission

296 on Certification of Physician Assistants before 1986.

297 3.2+~ Has obtained satisfacteorilypassed a passing
298| proficieneyexamination by an—acceptable score as established by
299 the National Commission on Certification of Physician Assistants

300 or 1ts successor organization and has been nationally certified.
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301 If an applicant does not hold a current certificate issued by
302 the National Commission on Certification of Physician Assistants

303 or 1ts successor organization and has not actively practiced as

304 a physician assistant within the immediately preceding 4 years,
305 the applicant must retake and successfully complete the entry-
306| level examination of the National Commission on Certification of

307 Physician Assistants or its successor organization to be

308| eligible for licensure.

309 4.3+ Has completed the application form and remitted an
310 application fee not to exceed $300 as set by the boards. An
311 application for licensure made by a physician assistant must

312 include:

313 a. A diploma from an approved eertificate of completionof
314| ao—physteian—assistant—training program specified in subsection
315 (5) +6).

316 b. Acknowledgment of any prior felony convictions.

317 c. Acknowledgment of any previous revocation or denial of

318 licensure or certification in any state.

319 a N~ £ ~aaa trarman~paant o S A o Aty £ +1 PSR
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323| meet—the-evidence reguirements—for preseribing authority-

324 (c) FEach licensed physician assistant shall biennially

325 complete 100 hours of continuing medical education or shall hold
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326 a current certificate issued by the National Commission on

327 Certification of Physician Assistants or its successor

328 organization. Three hours of the continuing medical education

329| must consist of the safe and effective prescribing of controlled

330 substances designated by the Florida Academy of Physician

331| Assistants Category I credit.

332 d—Upor—employmentas—a physTeranr—as55S+s
333| phystetarn—assistantmust rotify the department in writing within
334 3—days—ofter sueh employment—or ofter anv Stbseguent—echanges—35
335| +he—supervising physieian—The notification mustinelude—+the

336 7 ' ' ' 7 i 7
337| address—ef+the supervising physieian~
338 Section 2. Subsections (8) through (17) of section

339 459.022, Florida Statutes, are renumbered as subsections (7)
340 through (16), respectively, paragraphs (f) and (g) of subsection
341 (4) are redesignated as paragraphs (g) and (h), respectively,
342 paragraphs (e), (f), and (g) of present subsection (7) are

343 redesignated as paragraphs (d), (e), and (f), respectively,

344 subsections (1), (2), and (3), paragraphs (b), (e), and (f) of
345 subsection (4), present subsections (5) and (6), and paragraphs
346 (a), (c), and (d) of present subsection (7) are amended, and a
347 new paragraph (f) and paragraphs (i) and (j) are added to

348 subsection (4) of that section, to read:

349 459.022 Physician assistants.—

350 (1) LEGISLATIVE INTENT.—
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42> The purpose of this section is to authorize physician

assistants, with their education, training, and experience in

the field of medicine, to practice medicine in collaboration

with physicians and other health care practitioners to provide

increased efficiency and to ensure high-quality medical services

are available at a reasonable cost ernceouragemore—effeective

NI £ o+ o
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(2) DEFINITIONS.—As used 1in this section:

"A d " hysici istant
a pproved program" means a physician assistant program

in the United States, or any possession or territory thereof,

accredited by the Accreditation Review Commission on Education

for the Physician Assistant, Inc., or its successor

if before 2001,

organization, or, its predecessor organization
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376 formally approved—bythe beards;—Fferthe educatienof physieian
377| assistants.
378 (b) "Boards" means the Board of Medicine and the Board of
379| Osteopathic Medicine.
380 (c)+hr "Continuing medical education" means courses

381 recognized and approved by the boards, the American Academy of
382 Physician Assistants, the American Medical Association, the
383| American Osteopathic Association, or the Accreditation Council
384 on Continuing Medical Education.

385 (d)+e> "Council" means the Council on Physician

386| Assistants.

387 (e) "Physician assistant" means a health care professional

388| who meets the qualifications under this chapter or chapter 458

389 and is licensed to practice medicine as provided in this chapter

390 or chapter 458 persen—wheis—a graducteof an opprovedprogram
391 i i

392 1o laocarnana + NN A Al g~ anryzra Ao A~ ot~ W<y + 1
Ju =y [ H L WL WS i T A A W |y t/\_,J_J_UJ_lI.l [ A UPL W R S Wy @ R ay oo LTV I OTNO \A.\_,_L\_,\juk.,\_,u LJ_Y T

393| supervisingphysician.

394 (f)4e "Physician assistant national certifying

395| examination" means the Physician Assistant National Certifying

. . WDt T N :

396| Examination "Preficieneyexamination' means—an—-entry—teved

397 EN N BN N Atz ey hoarda EIR A I I I ISCEE SR -NPNE —R B I 2 A |
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398 to—thoseexaminatieons administered by the National Commission

399 on Certification of Physician Assistants or its successor

400 agency.
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401 (g)+{£r "Supervision" means responsible supervision and
402 control. Except in cases of emergency, supervision requires the
403 easy availability or physical presence of the licensed physician
404 for consultation and direction of the actions of the physician
405 assistant. For the purposes of this definition, the term "easy
406 availability" includes the ability to communicate by way of

407| telecommunication. The boards shall establish rules as to what
408 constitutes responsible supervision of the physician assistant.
409 (h)+e&) "Trainee" means a person who is currently enrolled
410 in an approved program.

411 (3) PERFORMANCE OF SUPERVISING PHYSICIAN.—Each physician
412| or group of physicians supervising a licensed physician

413| assistant must be qualified in the medical areas in which the
414| physician assistant is to perform and shall be individually or
415| collectively responsible and liable for the performance and the
416| acts and omissions of the physician assistant. A—physicianmay
417| neot—supervise more—than four ecurrently licensed physician

£ime= A physician supervising a physician

418 assistants—at—any—oene
419 assistant pursuant to this section may not be required to review
420 and cosign charts or medical records prepared by such physician
421 assistant.

422 (4) PERFORMANCE OF PHYSICIAN ASSISTANTS.—

423 (b) This chapter authorizes dees—met—prevent third-party
424| payors to reimburse fremreimbursing employers of physician

425| assistants for covered services rendered by licensed physician
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assistants. Payment for services within the physician

assistant's scope of practice shall be made when ordered or

performed by a physician assistant if the same service would

have been covered if ordered or performed by a physician.

Physician assistants are authorized to bill for and receive

direct payment for the services they deliver.

(e) A supervising physician may delegate to a fully
licensed physician assistant the authority to prescribe or
dispense any medication used in the supervising physician's
practice unless such medication is listed on the formulary
created pursuant to s. 458.347. A fully licensed physician
assistant may only prescribe or dispense such medication under
the following circumstances:

1. A physician assistant must clearly identify to the
patient that she or he is a physician assistant ard—must—inform

1 PN
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2. The supervising physician must notify the department of

her or his intent to delegate, on a department-approved form,
before delegating such authority and of any change in
prescriptive privileges of the physician assistant. Authority to
dispense may be delegated only by a supervising physician who is
registered as a dispensing practitioner in compliance with s.

465.0276.
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476 (f)1. The council shall establish a formulary of medicinal

477 drugs that a fully licensed physician assistant having

478| prescribing authority under this section or s. 458.347 may not

479| prescribe. The formulary must include general anesthetics and

480 radiographic contrast materials and must limit the prescription

481 of Schedule II controlled substances as listed in s. 893.03 to a

482 7-day supply.

483 2. 1In establishing the formulary, the council shall

484| consult with a pharmacist licensed under chapter 465, but not

485| licensed under this chapter or chapter 458, who shall be

486 selected by the State Surgeon General.

487 3. Only the council shall add to, delete from, or modify

488| the formulary. Any person who requests an addition, a deletion,

489| or a modification of a medicinal drug listed on such formulary

490 has the burden of proof to show cause why such addition,

491 deletion, or modification should be made.

492 4. The boards shall adopt the formulary required by this

493| paragraph, and each addition, deletion, or modification to the

494 formulary, by rule. Notwithstanding any provision of chapter 120

495 to the contrary, the formulary rule shall be effective 60 days

496 after the date it is filed with the Secretary of State. Upon

497 adoption of the formulary, the department shall mail a copy of

498 such formulary to each fully licensed physician assistant having

499| prescribing authority under this section or s. 458.347, and to

500 each pharmacy licensed by the state. The boards shall establish,
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501| by rule, a fee not to exceed $200 to fund the provisions of this

502| paragraph and paragraph (e).

503 (i) A physician assistant may authenticate any document

504 with his or her signature, certification, stamp, verification,

505 affidavit or endorsement if it may be so authenticated by the

506 signature, certification, stamp, verification, affidavit or

507| endorsement of a physician, including but not limited to, any of

508 the following:

509 1. 1Initiation of an involuntary examination pursuant to s.

510 394.463.

511 2. Do-not-resuscitate orders or physician orders for the

512 administration of life-sustaining treatment.

513 3. Death certificates.
514 4. School physical examinations.
515 5. Medical evaluations for workers' compensation claims,

516| including the date of maximum medical improvement as defined in

517 s. 440.02.

518 6. Orders for physical therapy, occupational therapy,

519| speech-language therapy, home health services, or durable

520| medical equipment.

521 (j) A physician assistant may supervise a medical

522 assistant as defined in this chapter and chapter 458.

523 45— PERFORMANCE BY—FRAINERS—Neotwitastandingany—other
524 | Jlawr—a—trainee—may perform medical services—when steh serviees
525 are—renderedwithin the Scope—-of anapproved program.
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526 (5)+6> PROGRAM APPROVAL.—

527 (a) The boards shall approve programs, based on

528 recommendations by the council, for the education and training
529 of physician assistants which meet standards established by rule
530 of the boards. The council may recommend only those physician
531 assistant programs that hold full accreditation or provisional
532 accreditation from the Accreditation Review Commission on

533 Education for the Physician Assistant, Inc., ECemmission—on

534| Aecereditation of Allied Heatth Programs Or 1ts successor

535 organization, or, if before 2001, its predecessor organization.
536 (b) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a trainee
537| may perform medical services when such services are rendered
538| within the scope of an approved program Fhe—beoards——shall—adept
539 ac—pubtish ancard o—en e chBrograms—ope o—3n
540| monrer—thot does notendanger—+the health orwelfareof +he

541 | patients—whoreeceive services—withinthe scope—-of +the program
542 The—boards—shall—reviewthe—egualityof +the eurrievla;—faeuttiess
543 and—facilities—of such programs—andtake whatever other aetion
544 Is—haecesSaryto—determine—that+the purposes seetron—are
545| beingmet.

546 (6) 4+ PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT LICENSURE.—

547 (a) Any person desiring to be licensed as a physician

548 assistant must apply to the department. The department shall

549| issue a license to any person certified by the council as having
550| met the following requirements:
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551 1. 1Is at least 18 years of age.
552 2. Has graduated from an approved program.
553 a. For an applicant who graduated after December 31, 2020,

554 has received a master's degree in accordance with the

555| Accreditation Review Commission on Education for the Physician

556| Assistant, Inc., or its successor organization.

557 b. For an applicant who graduated before December 31,

558 2020, has received a bachelor's or master's degree from an

559 approved program.

560 c. For an applicant who graduated before July 1, 1994, has

561| graduated from an approved program of instruction in primary

562 health care or surgery.

563 d. For an applicant who graduated before July 1, 1983, has

564 received a certification from the boards as a physician

565 assistant.
566

567 The department may also issue a license to an applicant who does

568| not meet the educational requirements specified in this

569 subparagraph but who passed the Physician Assistant National

570 Certifying Examination administered by the National Commission

571 on Certification of Physician Assistants before 1986.

572 3.2+ Has obtained a passing satisfactorily passed—a
573| preficieney examination by an aceeptablte score as established by

574 the National Commission on Certification of Physician Assistants

575 or 1ts successor organization and has been nationally certified.
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576 If an applicant does not hold a current certificate issued by
577 the National Commission on Certification of Physician Assistants

578 or 1ts successor organization and has not actively practiced as

579 a physician assistant within the immediately preceding 4 years,
580 the applicant must retake and successfully complete the entry-
581 level examination of the National Commission on Certification of

582 Physician Assistants or its successor organization to be

583| eligible for licensure.

584 4.3+ Has completed the application form and remitted an
585| application fee not to exceed $300 as set by the boards. An
586| application for licensure made by a physician assistant must

587 include:

588 a. A diploma from an approved eertificate of completionof
589| a—physieian—assistant—training program specified in subsection
590 (5) H6&).

591 b. Acknowledgment of any prior felony convictions.

592 c. Acknowledgment of any previous revocation or denial of

593 licensure or certification in any state.

594 = A oy £ N oo~y aant o S A N N At £ + 1 o1
e Fany Ut/_y g OO O CLTTTOo J--Lt/k.,u (@R uLw (& uut/_y e T ANZAN L W N S ) wy

595| deseriptionfrom o physieian assistanttraining program

596 doaoralhha ey N contant 2 Nl N AL AN 12 £ + 1 R NN
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598| meet—the—evidencereguirementsfeor preseribing avthority-

599 (c) FEach licensed physician assistant shall biennially

600 complete 100 hours of continuing medical education or shall hold
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601 a current certificate issued by the National Commission on

602 Certification of Physician Assistants or its successor

603 organization. Three hours of the continuing medical education

604| must consist of the safe and effective prescribing of controlled

605 substances designated by the Florida Academy of Physician

606| Assistants Category I credit.

607 d—Upor—employmentas—a physTeranr—as55S+s
608| physiteian—assistantmustranotifyv—the departmentin writing within
609 3b—doys—after such emotovment—or aofter any Subseguent—changes—3i5
610| +the—supervising physieian—The rotification must—inelude—+the

611 7 i i i 7 i 7
612| address—eof—the supervising physieian~
613 Section 3. Paragraph (b) of subsection (1) of section

614 744 .3675, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

615 744.3675 Annual guardianship plan.—Each guardian of the
616| person must file with the court an annual guardianship plan
617| which updates information about the condition of the ward. The
618 annual plan must specify the current needs of the ward and how
619| those needs are proposed to be met in the coming year.

620 (1) Each plan for an adult ward must, if applicable,

621 include:

622 (b) Information concerning the medical and mental health
623| conditions and treatment and rehabilitation needs of the ward,
624 including:

625 1. A resume of any professional medical treatment given to
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626 the ward during the preceding year.

627 2. The report of a physician or an advanced practice

628 registered nurse registered under s. 464.0123 who examined the
629| ward no more than 90 days before the beginning of the applicable
630 reporting period. If the guardian has requested a physician to
631 complete the examination and prepare the report and the

632| physician has delegated that responsibility, the examination may
633| be performed and the report may be prepared and signed by a

634| physician assistant acting pursuant to s. 458.347(4) (h) or s.

635 459.022 (4) (h) s5+—459-022t4++e), or by an advanced practice
636| registered nurse acting pursuant to s. 464.012(3). The report

637| must contain an evaluation of the ward's condition and a

638 statement of the current level of capacity of the ward.

639 3. The plan for providing medical, mental health, and
640 rehabilitative services in the coming year.

041 Section 4. Paragraph (b) of subsection (1) of section
642 893.05, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

643 893.05 Practitioners and persons administering controlled
644 substances in their absence.—

645 (1)

646 (b) Pursuant to s. 458.347(4) (g), s. 459.022(4) (g) s+
647| 459-02244+F), or s. 464.012(3), as applicable, a practitioner

648 who supervises a licensed physician assistant or advanced
649| practice registered nurse may authorize the licensed physician

650 assistant or advanced practice registered nurse to order
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651 controlled substances for administration to a patient in a
652 facility licensed under chapter 395 or part II of chapter 400.
653 Section 5. This act shall take effect July 1, 2021.

Page 27 of 27

CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions.

hb0431-02-c2



