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A bill to be entitled
An act relating to dementia-related staff training;
providing a short title; creating s. 430.5025, F.S.;
defining terms; requiring certain entities, as a
condition of licensure, to provide specified dementia-
related training for new employees within a specified
timeframe; requiring certain employees to receive
additional dementia-related training under certain
circumstances within a specified timeframe; providing
requirements for the training; requiring annual
dementia-related training for certain employees;
requiring certain employees to receive additional
training developed or approved by the Department of
Elderly Affairs under certain circumstances; providing
that such additional training counts toward a
certified nursing assistant’s total annual training;
authorizing certain health care practitioners to count
certain continuing education hours toward the
dementia-related training requirements under certain
circumstances; requiring the department to approve
such continuing education hours to satisfy the
dementia-related training requirements; authorizing
the department to develop a curriculum for the
dementia-related training requirements and to review
the curriculum at least every 4 years for a specified
purpose; encouraging the department to consult with
certain nationally recognized organizations; providing
requirements for the curriculum; requiring the

department or its designee to approve courses used to
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satisfy the dementia-related training requirements;
requiring such courses to be approved in various
formats; requiring the department or its designee to
develop a registration process for training providers;
providing requirements for such registration;
requiring the department or its designee to issue
unique identifiers to approved training providers;
requiring the department or its designee to develop
certain assessments and passing scores for a specified
purpose; requiring certain employees to take and pass
such assessments upon completion of the training;
requiring training providers to issue such employees a
certificate upon completing the training and passing
the assessments; providing requirements for the
certificate; providing that certain employees do not
need to repeat certain training when changing
employment, under certain circumstances; requiring the
department to adopt rules; amending ss. 400.1755,
400.4785, 400.6045, 429.178, 429.52, and 429.917,
F.S.; revising dementia-related staff training
requirements for nursing homes, home health agencies,
hospices, facilities that provide special care for
persons with Alzheimer’s disease or related disorders,
assisted living facilities, and adult day care
centers, respectively, to conform to changes made by

the act; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
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Section 1. This act may be cited as the “Florida

Alzheimer’s Disease and Dementia Training Act.”

Section 2. Section 430.5025, Florida Statutes, 1s created
to read:

430.5025 Care for persons with Alzheimer’s disease or a

related disorder; staff training.—

(1) As used in this section, the term:

(a) “Department” means the Department of Elderly Affairs.

(b) “Direct care worker” means an individual who, as part

of his or her employment duties, provides or has access to

provide direct contact assistance with personal care or

activities of daily living to clients, patients, or residents of

any facility licensed under part II, part III, or part IV of

chapter 400 or part I or part III of chapter 429.

(c) “Employee” means any staff member who has regular

contact or incidental contact on a recurring basis with clients,

patients, or residents of a facility licensed under part IT,

part III, or part IV of chapter 400 or part I or part III of

chapter 429. The term includes, but is not limited to, direct

care workers; staff responsible for housekeeping, the front

desk, maintenance, and other administrative functions; and any

other individuals who may have regular contact or incidental

contact on a recurring basis with clients, patients, or

residents.

(d) “Licensee” means a person or an entity licensed under

part II, part III, or part IV of chapter 400 or part I or part

IIT of chapter 429.

(2) As a condition of licensure, licensees must provide to

each of their employees, within 30 days after their employment
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88| begins, 1 hour of dementia-related training, which must include

89| methods for interacting with persons with Alzheimer’s disease or

90 a related disorder and for identifying warning signs of

91 dementia.

92 (3) In addition to the training requirements of subsection

93 (2), licensees must require all employees who are direct care

94| workers to receive at least 3 hours of training if the direct

95 care workers are expected to, or their responsibilities require

96 them to, have direct contact with clients, patients, or

97 residents with Alzheimer’s disease or a related disorder or with

98| populations that are at a greater risk for Alzheimer’s disease

99 or a related disorder. The training must be completed within the

100 first 3 months after employment begins and must include, but

101 need not be limited to, an overview of Alzheimer’s disease and

102 related disorders and person-centered care, assessment and care

103| planning, activities of daily living, and dementia-related

104 behaviors and communication for clients, patients, and residents

105 with Alzheimer’s disease or a related disorder. Each calendar

106| vyear thereafter, the licensee must require all of its direct

107 care workers to receive at least 4 hours of continuing

108 education, approved by the department, on these topics and any

109 related changes in state or federal law.

110 (4) If a licensee advertises that it provides special care

111 for individuals with Alzheimer’s disease or a related disorder

112 which includes direct care to such individuals, the licensee

113| must require its direct care workers to complete 4 hours of

114 training developed or approved by the department. This training

115 is in addition to the training requirements of subsections (2)

116| and (3) and must be completed within 3 months after employment
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(5) Completion of the 4 hours of training developed or

approved by the department under subsection (4) shall count

toward a certified nursing assistant’s annual training

requirements.

(6) If a health care practitioner as defined in s. 456.001

completes continuing education hours as required by that

practitioner’s licensing board, he or she may count those

continuing education hours toward satisfaction of the training

requirements of subsections (3) and (4) if the course curriculum

covers the topics required under those subsections. The

department must approve such continuing education hours for

purposes of satisfying the training requirements of subsections
(3) and (4).

(7) (a) The department may develop an evidence-based

curriculum for the training requirements of this section and

review the curriculum at least every 4 years to make any

necessary revisions based on current research and best

practices. The department is encouraged to consult with a

nationally recognized organization that has expertise in the

care of individuals with Alzheimer’s disease or a related

disorder to develop the curriculum. The curriculum must include,

at a minimum, all of the following topics related to clients,

patients, and residents with Alzheimer’s disease or a related

disorder:

1. An overview of Alzheimer’s disease and related

disorders.

2. Person-centered care.

3. Assessment care and planning.
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146 4. Activities of daily living.
147 5. Dementia-related behaviors and communication.
148 (b) The department or its designee shall approve the

149 courses that licensees may use to satisfy the training

150 requirements under this section. The department or its designee

151| must approve training offered in a variety of formats,

152 including, but not limited to, Internet-based training, videos,

153| teleconferencing, and classroom instruction.

154 (8) The department or its designee shall develop a process

155| for registering training providers and maintain a list of those

156| providers approved to provide training required under this

157 section. To be approved, a training provider must have at least

158 2 years of experience related to Alzheimer’s disease or related

159 disorders, gerontology, health care, or a related field. The

160| department or its designee shall issue each approved training

161| provider a unique registration identifier.

162 (9) For each training topic required under this section,

163 the department or its designee shall develop an assessment that

164| measures an individual’s understanding of the topic and indicate

165 a minimum required score to pass the assessment. Upon completion

166| of any training under this section, the employee or direct care

167 worker must pass the related assessment. If an employee or a

168 direct care worker completes a training and passes the related

169| assessment, the training provider must issue the employee or

170| direct care worker a certificate that includes the training

171| provider’s name and unique identifier, the topic covered in the

172 training, the date of completion, and the signature of the

173| training provider. The certificate is evidence of completion of

174 the training and assessment in the identified topic, and the
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291 (3)42> An agency licensed under this part which claims that
292 it provides special care for persons who have Alzheimer’s
293| disease or other related disorders must disclose in its
294 advertisements or in a separate document those services that
295| distinguish the care as being especially applicable to, or
296 suitable for, such persons. The agency must give a copy of all
297 such advertisements or a copy of the document to each person who
298 requests information about the agency and must maintain a copy
299 of all such advertisements and documents in its records. The
3001 Agency for Health Care Administration shall examine all such
301 advertisements and documents in the agency’s records as part of
302 the license renewal procedure.
303 Section 5. Subsection (1) of section 400.6045, Florida
304 Statutes, is amended to read:
305 400.6045 Patients with Alzheimer’s disease or other related

306| disorders; staff training requirements; certain disclosures.—

307 (1) A hospice licensed under this part must provide £he
308| fedtewing staff training as required in s. 430.5025+

309 {a) Poon beginning emoloyment with the agency, each

310

311

312

313

314

315

316| Altzheimerisdisecase—eor dementia—related diserders—must—complete
317 ittt at—trainingeof ot Jteast—Thourwithinthe first 3—months

318| after beginning—emplovment—The training mustinclude—an
319| everviewof dementiasand must provideinstruction3inbaste
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(3)+#H- Any facility more than 90 percent of whose residents
receive monthly optional supplementation payments is not
required to pay for the training and education programs required
under this section. A facility that has one or more such
residents must shadtd pay a reduced fee that is proportional to
the percentage of such residents in the facility. A facility
that does not have any residents who receive monthly optional
supplementation payments must pay a reasonable fee, as
established by the department, for such training and education
programs.

(4) 48> The department shall adopt rules to establish
standards for trainers and training and to implement this
section.

Section 7. Florida

Statutes,

Subsection (1) of section 429.52,
is amended to read:

429.52 Staff training and educational requirements.-—

(1) Each new assisted living facility employee who has not
previously completed core training must attend a preservice
orientation provided by the facility before interacting with
residents. The preservice orientation must be at least 2 hours
in duration and cover topics that help the employee provide
responsible care and respond to the needs of facility residents.
Upon completion, the employee and the administrator of the
facility must sign a statement that the employee completed the
required preservice orientation. The facility must keep the

signed statement in the employee’s personnel record. Each
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