O < o 0w NN

10
11
12
13
14
15
16

146864781 COMMITTEE/SUBCOMMITTEE AMENDMENT

Bill No. HB 7045 (2021)
Amendment No.

COMMITTEE/SUBCOMMITTEE ACTION

ADOPTED __ (Y/N)
ADOPTED AS AMENDED _(Y/N)
ADOPTED W/O OBJECTION _(Y/N)
FAILED TO ADOPT _(Y/N)
WITHDRAWN _(Y/N)
OTHER

Committee/Subcommittee hearing bill: Appropriations Committee

Representative Fine offered the following:

Amendment
Remove lines 498-1160 and insert:

(c) Upon reasonable notice to the organization department

and the school district, the student's parent may remove the
student from the private school and place the student in a
public school in accordance with this section.

(d)4e)> Upon reasonable notice to the organization

department, the student's parent may move the student from one

participating private school to another participating private
school.
(6)45>)> SCHOLARSHIP PROHIBITIONS.—A student is not eligible

for a Family Empowerment Scholarship while he or she is:

(a) Enrolled in a public school, including, but not
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limited to, the Florida School for the Deaf and the Blind, the

College-Preparatory Boarding Academy, a developmental research

school authorized under s. 1002.32, or a charter school

authorized under this chapter. For purposes of this paragraph, a

3- or 4-year-old child who receives services funded through the

Florida Education Finance Program is considered to be a student

enrolled in a public school;

(b)

Enrolled in a school operating for the purpose of
providing educational services to youth in a Department of
Juvenile Justice commitment program;
(c)
to this chapter;
(d)

Receiving any other educational scholarship pursuant

Not having regular and direct contact with his or her
1002.421 (1) (1),
(3) (b)

private school teachers pursuant to s. unless he

or she is eligible pursuant to paragraph and enrolled in

the private school's transition-to-work program pursuant to

(16)

subsection

1002.41;
i D . . ] i . £ i

EIAYAKS)
TOUUZ .

or a home education program pursuant to s.

B
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(e)

to
to

Participating

s. 1002.43 unless he

in a private tutoring program pursuant

or she is determined eligible pursuant

paragraph (3) (b); or

1002.455 sehoodl;—ecorr
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(7)46) SCHOOL DISTRICT OBLIGATIONS.—

(a) By January Juty—3+5+—26319%——andbyvAprit 1 of each year
thereafter, a school district shall inform all households within
the district receiving free or reduced-priced meals under the
National School Lunch Act of their eligibility to apply to the
department for a Family Empowerment Scholarship. The form of
such notice shall be provided by the department, and the school
district shall include the provided form in any normal
correspondence with eligible households. Such notice is limited
to once a year.

(b)1. The parent of a student with a disability who does

not have an IEP in accordance with subparagraph (3) (b)4. or who

seeks a reevaluation of an existing IEP may request an IEP

meeting and evaluation from the school district in order to

obtain or revise a matrix of services. The school district shall

notify a parent who has made a request for an IEP that the

district is required to complete the IEP and matrix of services

within 30 days after receiving notice of the parent's request.

The school district shall conduct a meeting and develop an IEP

and a matrix of services within 30 days after receipt of the

parent's request in accordance with State Board of Education

rules. The district must accept the diagnosis, and consider the

service plan of the licensed professional providing the
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diagnosis pursuant to subparagraph (3) (b)4. The school district

must complete a matrix that assigns the student to one of the

levels of service as they existed before the 2000-2001 school

year.

2.a. The school district must provide the student's parent

and the department with the student's matrix level within 10

calendar days after its completion.

b. The department shall notify the parent and the

organization of the amount of the funds awarded within 10 days

after receiving the school district's notification of the

student's matrix level.

c. A school district may change a matrix of services only

if the change is a result of an IEP reevaluation or to correct a

technical, typographical, or calculation error.

(c)l. Within 10 days after an IEP meeting i1s held, a

school district shall notify the parent of a student of all

options available pursuant to this section and offer that

student's parent an opportunity to enroll the student in another

public school in the school district.

2. The parent is not required to accept the offer of

enrolling the student in another public school in lieu of

requesting a scholarship. However, if the parent chooses the

public school option, the student may continue attending the

public school chosen by the parent until the student graduates

from high school.

468647 - h7045-1ine498-Fine2.docx

Published On: 4/7/2021 7:55:31 PM
Page 4 of 29




146864781 COMMITTEE/SUBCOMMITTEE AMENDMENT

Bill No. HB 7045 (2021)
Amendment No.

92 3. The parent may choose another public school in the

93 school district and the school district shall provide

94 transportation to the public school selected by the parent.

95 4. The parent may choose, as an alternative, to enroll the

96 student in and transport the student to a public school in an

97 adjacent school district that has available space and has a

98| program with the services agreed to in the student's IEP already

99| 1in place, and that school district shall accept the student and

100 report the student for purposes of the school district's funding

101| pursuant to the Florida Education Finance Program.

102 (d)4k> The school district in which a participating

103| student resides must notify the student and his or her parent
104| about the locations and times to take all statewide assessments
105| under s. 1008.22 if the student chooses to participate in such
106 assessments. Upon the request of the department, a school

107 district shall coordinate with the department to provide to a
108| participating private school the statewide assessments

109 administered under s. 1008.22 and any related materials for

110 administering the assessments. For a student who participates in
111 the Family Empowerment Scholarship Program whose parent requests
112 that the student take the statewide assessments under s.

113 1008.22, the district in which the student attends a private

114 school shall provide locations and times to take all statewide
115| assessments. A school district is responsible for implementing

116 test administrations at a participating private school,
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117 including the:
118 1. Provision of training for private school staff on test

119 security and assessment administration procedures;

120 2. Distribution of testing materials to a private school;
121 3. Retrieval of testing materials from a private school;
122 4. Provision of the required format for a private school

123| to submit information to the district for test administration
124 and enrollment purposes; and

125 5. Provision of any required assistance, monitoring, or
126| dinvestigation at a private school.

127 (e)+e> Each school district must publish information about
128| the Family Empowerment Scholarship Program on the district's

129| website homepage. At a minimum, the published information must
130 include a website link to the Family Empowerment Scholarship

131 Program published on the Department of Education website as well
132 as a telephone number and e-mail that students and parents may
133| wuse to contact relevant personnel in the school district to

134 obtain information about the scholarship.

135 (f) A school district shall report all students who are

136| receiving a scholarship under this program. Students receiving a

137 scholarship shall be reported separately from other students

138 reported for purposes of the Florida Education Finance Program.

139 (g) A school district shall be held harmless for students

140 who are receiving a scholarship under this program from the

141 weighted enrollment ceiling for group 2 programs in s.
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1011.62(1) (d)3.b. during the first school year in which the

students are reported.

(8)++)r DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION OBLIGATIONS . The—department

shati+

(a) The department shall:

1. Publish and update, as necessary, information on the
department website about the Family Empowerment Scholarship
Program, including, but not limited to, student eligibility
criteria, parental responsibilities, and relevant data.

2.4b) Cross-check before each distribution of funds the

list of participating scholarship students with the public
school enrollment lists before each scholarship payment to avoid
duplication.

3.4e> Maintain and publish a list of nationally norm-
referenced tests identified for purposes of satisfying the
testing requirement in subparagraph (9) (c)1l. 48)+fer+= The tests
must meet industry standards of quality in accordance with state
board rule.

4.4e Notify eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding

organizations of the deadlines for submitting the verified list

of students determined to be eligible for a ap—imitiatl—or
renewat+ scholarship.

5. Notify each school district of a parent's participation

in the scholarship program for purposes of paragraph (7) (f).

6. Deny or terminate program participation upon a parent's
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failure to comply with subsection (10).

7. DNotify the parent and the organization when a

scholarship account is closed and program funds revert to the

state.

8. Notify an eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding

organization of any of the organization's or other

organization's identified students who are receiving

scholarships under this chapter.

9. Maintain on its website a list of approved providers as

required by s. 1002.66, eligible postsecondary educational

institutions, eligible private schools, and eligible

organizations and may identify or provide links to lists of

other approved providers.

10. Require each organization to verify eligible

expenditures before the distribution of funds for any

expenditures made pursuant to subparagraphs (4) (b)l. and 2.

Review of expenditures made for services specified in

subparagraphs (4) (b)3.-15. may be completed after the purchase

is made.

11. Investigate any written complaint of a violation of

this section by a parent, a student, a private school, a public

school, a school district, an organization, a provider, or

another appropriate party in accordance with the process

established under s. 1002.421.

12. Require quarterly reports by an organization, which
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must include, at a minimum, the number of students participating

in the program; the demographics of program participants; the

disability category of program participants; the matrix level of

services, if known; the program award amount per student; the

total expenditures for the purposes specified in paragraph

(4) (b); the types of providers of services to students; and any

other information deemed necessary by the department.

13. Notify eligible nonprofit scholarship funding

organizations that scholarships may not be awarded in a school

district in which the award will exceed 99 percent of the school

district's share of state funding through the Florida Education

Finance Program as calculated by the department.

(b) At the direction of the Commissioner of Education, the

department may:

1. Suspend or revoke program participation or use of

program funds by the student or participation or eligibility of

an organization, eligible postsecondary educational institution,

approved provider, or other party for a violation of this

section.

2. Determine the length of, and conditions for lifting, a

suspension or revocation specified in this paragraph.

3. Recover unexpended program funds or withhold payment of

an equal amount of program funds to recover program funds that

were not authorized for use.
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217 In determining whether to suspend or revoke participation or

218 1lift a suspension or revocation in accordance with this

219| paragraph, the department may consider factors that include, but

220 are not limited to, acts or omissions that led to a previous

221 suspension or revocation of participation in a state or federal

222| program or an education scholarship program; failure to

223 reimburse the organization for funds improperly received or

224 retained; failure to reimburse government funds improperly

225| received or retained; imposition of a prior criminal sanction

226| related to the person or entity or its officers or employees;

2277 imposition of a civil fine or administrative fine, license

228 revocation or suspension, or program eligibility suspension,

229| termination, or revocation related to a person's or entity's

230| management or operation; or other types of criminal proceedings

231 in which the person or entity or its officers or employees were

232 found guilty of, regardless of adjudication, or entered a plea

233 of nolo contendere or guilty to, any offense involving fraud,

234 deceit, dishonesty, or moral turpitude.

235 fer—Fstabltish deaddines—feor+the reeceipt—ofinitiat

236

237

238 3+t~

239 (9)48)> PRIVATE SCHOOL ELIGIBILITY AND OBLIGATIONS.—To be

240 eligible to participate in the Family Empowerment Scholarship

241 Program, a private school may be sectarian or nonsectarian and
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must:

(a) Comply with all requirements for private schools
participating in state school choice scholarship programs
pursuant to s. 1002.421.

(b) Provide to the organization department all

documentation required for a student's participation, including
the private school's and student's fee schedules, at least 30
days before any quarterly scholarship payment is made for the
student pursuant to paragraph (12) (a) -+H+£-. A student is not
eligible to receive a quarterly scholarship payment if the
private school fails to meet this deadline.

(c)l. Annually administer or make provision for students
participating in the program in grades 3 through 10 to take one
of the nationally norm-referenced tests that are identified by
the department pursuant to paragraph (8) (a) +#FH—e)> or to take
the statewide assessments pursuant to s. 1008.22. Students with

disabilities for whom the physician or psychologist who issued

the diagnosis or the IEP team determines that standardized

testing is not appropriate are exempt from this requirement. A
participating private school shall report a student's scores to
his or her parent. By August 15 of each year, a participating
private school must report the scores of all participating
students to a state university as described in s.
1002.395(9) (f) .

2. Administer the statewide assessments pursuant to s.
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1008.22 if the private school chooses to offer the statewide
assessments. A participating private school may choose to offer
and administer the statewide assessments to all students who
attend the private school in grades 3 through 10 and must submit
a request in writing to the department by March 1 of each year
in order to administer the statewide assessments in the

subsequent school year.

If a private school fails to meet the requirements of this
subsection or s. 1002.421, the commissioner may determine that
the private school is ineligible to participate in the
scholarship program.

(10)4%» PARENT AND STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES FOR PROGRAM
PARTICIPATION.—

(a) A parent who applies for program participation under
paragraph (3) (a) aFemity Empowerment—Secheolarship 1s exercising

his or her parental option to place his or her child in a

private school and must:—=

1.4 The—parent—must Select the private school and apply

for the admission of his or her student.

2.4k Theparent—must Request the scholarship by a date

established by the organization, in a manner that creates a

written or electronic record of the request and the date of

receipt of the request atJdeast 60 daysbeforethe dateof +the
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292 3.4e)r Theparent—must Inform the applicable school

293 district when the parent withdraws his or her student from a
294| public school to attend an eligible private school.
295 4.4e)> Require his or her Any student participating in the

296| program to mwst remain in attendance throughout the school year
297 unless excused by the school for illness or other good cause.
298 5.4e) Befere—enreolltingin o private school;——a student—and
299| his—erher parent—or guardian—must Meet with the private

300 school's principal or the principal's designee to review the

301 school's academic programs and policies, customized educational
302| programs, code of student conduct, and attendance policies prior

303 to enrollment.

304 6.4F) Require Theparent—shalt—ensure that the student

305| participating in the scholarship program takes the norm-

306 referenced assessment offered by the private school. The parent
307| may also choose to have the student participate in the statewide
308 assessments pursuant to paragraph (7) (d) 6.

309 4+ If the parent requests that the student participating
310 in the program take all statewide assessments required pursuant
311 to s. 1008.22, the parent is responsible for transporting the
312 student to the assessment site designated by the school

313| district.

Nty oo e + + 1
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314 7.4 Ypon—reeceipt—eof
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5

315| whom—thewarrant isissuvedmust Restrictively endorse the

316 warrant, issued in the name of the parent pursuant to
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317 subparagraph (12) (a)6., to the private school for deposit into

318 the private school's account. The parent may not designate any
319| entity or individual associated with the participating private

320 school as the parent's attorney in fact to endorse a scholarship

321| warrant. A partiecipaont—who foitlstocomply withthis poragraph
forfeits—+the secholarship-
322 forfas+ + 1 el hip
323 (2 \ Th Bnarant matod oo 1 1sx7z ooty ok 0~ n " +h
\ == [ N o ) ) tJLaL_LClll, T oS T LALLLLLLALALLL_Y 1TV tJLAL_L l,L\./LtJLALL,L\Jll =TT T
324
325| paeragraph—H{ter—=
326 (b) A parent who applies for program participation under

327| paragraph (3) (b) is exercising his or her parental option to

328| determine the appropriate placement or the services that best

329 meet the needs of his or her child and must:

330 1. Apply to an eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding

331 organization to participate in the program by a date set by the

332 organization. The request must be communicated directly to the

333 organization in a manner that creates a written or electronic

334 record of the request and the date of receipt of the request.

335 2. Sign an agreement with the organization and annually

336| submit a sworn compliance statement to the organization to

337 satisfy or maintain program eligibility, including eligibility

338 to receive and spend program payments by:

339 a. Affirming that the student is enrolled in a program

340 that meets regular school attendance requirements as provided in

341 s. 1003.01(13) (b), (c), or (d).

468647 - h7045-11ne498-Fine2.docx
Published On: 4/7/2021 7:55:31 PM
Page 14 of 29




146864781 COMMITTEE/SUBCOMMITTEE AMENDMENT

Bill No. HB 7045 (2021)
Amendment No.

342 b. Affirming that the program funds are used only for

343 authorized purposes serving the student's educational needs, as

344 described in paragraph (4) (b); that any prepaid college plan or

345 college savings plan funds contributed pursuant to subparagraph

346 (4) (b)6. will not be transferred to another beneficiary while

347 the plan contains funds contributed pursuant to this section;

348 and that they will not receive a payment, refund, or rebate of

349| any funds provided under this section.

350 c. Affirming that the parent is responsible for all

351| eligible expenses in excess of the amount of the scholarship and

352 for the education of his or her student by, as applicable:

353 (I) Requiring the student to take an assessment in

354 accordance with paragraph (9) (c);

355 (II) Providing an annual evaluation in accordance with s.

356 1002.41(1) (f£); or

357 (ITT) Requiring the child to take any preassessments and

358| postassessments selected by the provider if the child is 4 years

359| of age and is enrolled in a program provided by an eligible

360| Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program provider. A student

361 with disabilities for whom the physician or psychologist who

362 issued the diagnosis or the IEP team determines that a

363| preassessment and postassessment is not appropriate is exempt

364 from this requirement. A participating provider shall report a

365 student's scores to the parent.

366 d. Affirming that the student remains in good standing
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with the provider or school if those options are selected by the

parent.

e. Enrolling his or her child in a program from a

Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program provider authorized

under s. 1002.55, a school readiness provider authorized under

s. 1002.88, or an eligible private school if either option is

selected by the parent.

f. Renewing participation in the program each year. A

student whose participation in the program is not renewed may

continue to spend scholarship funds that are in his or her

account from prior years unless the account must be closed

pursuant to subparagraph (5) (b)3. Notwithstanding any changes to

the student's IEP, a student who was previously eligible for

participation in the program shall remain eligible to apply for

renewal. However, for a high-risk child to continue to

participate in the program in the school year after he or she

reaches 6 years of age, the child's application for renewal of

program participation must contain documentation that the child

has a disability defined in paragraph (2) (d) other than high-

risk status.

g. Procuring the services necessary to educate the

student. If a parent does not procure the necessary educational

services for the student and the student's account has been

inactive for 2 consecutive fiscal years, the student is

ineligible for additional scholarship payments until the
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scholarship funding organization verifies that expenditures from

the account have occurred. When the student receives a

scholarship, the district school board is not obligated to

provide the student with a free appropriate public education.

For purposes of s. 1003.57 and the Individuals with Disabilities

in Education Act, a participating student has only those rights

that apply to all other unilaterally parentally placed students,

except that, when requested by the parent, school district

personnel must develop an IEP or matrix level of services.

(c) A participant who fails to comply with this subsection

forfeits the scholarship.

(11)43+6) OBLIGATIONS OF ELIGIBLE SCHOLARSHIP-FUNDING

ORGANIZATIONS.—
(a) An eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organization

awarding scholarships to eligible students pursuant to paragraph

(3) (a) :

1.4 Must receive applications, determine student

eligibility, notify parents in accordance with the requirements

of this section and provide the department with information on

the student to enable the department to determine student

funding in accordance with paragraph (12) (a).

2. Shall verify the household income level of students
pursuant to subparagraph (3) (a)l. and submit the verified list
of students and related documentation to the department.

3.4b> Shall award imitiat—and—renewatr scholarships in
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417
418
419
420

421 .4e> May, from eligible contributions received pursuant
422 to s. 1002.395(6) (J)1., use an amount not to exceed 2.5 +

423| percent of the total amount of all scholarships funded awarded
424| under this section for administrative expenses associated with
425| performing functions under this section. Such administrative
426| expense amount is considered within the 3 percent limit on the
427 total amount an organization may use to administer scholarships
428| under this chapter.

429 5.4 Must, in a timely manner, submit any information
430 requested by the department relating to the scholarship under
431 this section.

432 6.4e)> Must notify the department about any violation of
433 this section by a parent or a private school.

434 (b) An eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organization

435 awarding scholarships to eligible students pursuant to paragraph

436 (3) (b) shall:

437 1. Receive applications, determine student eligibility,

438 and notify parents in accordance with the requirements of this

439 section. When an application is approved, the organization must

440| provide the department with information on the student to enable

441 the department to determine student funding in accordance with
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paragraph (12) (b).

2. FEstablish a date by which a parent must confirm initial

or continuing participation in the program.

3. Review applications and award scholarships using the

following priorities:

a. For the 2021-2022 school year, a student who received a

Gardiner Scholarship in the 2020-2021 school year and meets the

eligibility requirements in paragraph (3) (b).

b. Renewing students from the previous school year.

c. Students retained on the previous school year's wait

list.

d. An eligible student who meets the criteria for an

initial award pursuant to paragraph (3) (b).

An approved student who does not receive a scholarship must be

placed on the wait list in the order in which his or her

application is approved. A student who does not receive a

scholarship within the fiscal year shall be retained on the wait

list for the subsequent fiscal year.

4, Establish and maintain separate accounts for each

eligible student. For each account, the organization must

maintain a record of accrued interest that is retained in the

student's account and available only for authorized program

expenditures.

5. Verify qualifying educational expenditures pursuant to
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467 the requirements of paragraph (4) (b).

468 6. Return any remaining program funds to the department

469 pursuant to paragraph (6) (b).

470 7. Notify the parent about the availability of, and the

471 requirements associated with requesting, an initial IEP or IEP

472 reevaluation every 3 years for each student participating in the

473| program.

474 8. Notify the department of any violation of this section.

475 9. Document each scholarship student's eligibility for a

476| fiscal year before granting a scholarship for that fiscal year

477| pursuant to paragraph (3) (b). A student is ineligible for a

478 scholarship if the student's account has been inactive for 2

479| consecutive fiscal years.

480 (12)43+3+)> SCHOLARSHIP FUNDING AND PAYMENT.-—

481 (a)l. Scholarships for students determined eligible

482 pursuant to paragraph (3) (a) are TFhe—schoelarship—3s established
483 for up to 18,000 students annually beginning in the 2019-2020

484 school year. Beginning in the 2020-2021 school year, the maximum
485| number of students participating in the scholarship program
486| under this section shall annually increase by 1.0 percent of the

487 state's total public school student enrollment. An eligible

488 student who meets any of the following requirements shall be

489 excluded from the maximum number of students i1f the student:

490 a. Received a scholarship pursuant to s. 1002.395 during

491 the previous school year but did not receive a renewal
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492 scholarship based solely on the eligible nonprofit scholarship-

493 funding organization's lack of available funds after the

494 organization fully exhausted its efforts to use funds available

495 for awards under ss. 1002.395 and 1002.40(11) (i). Eligible

496| nonprofit scholarship-funding organizations with students who

497| meet the criterion in this subparagraph must annually notify the

498 department in a format and by a date established by the

499 department. The maximum number of scholarships awarded pursuant

500 to this subparagraph shall not exceed 15,000 per school year;

501 b. Is a dependent child of a member of the United States

502 Armed Forces, a foster child, or an adopted child; or

503 c. Is determined eligible pursuant to subparagraph

504 (3) (a)l. or 2. and either spent the prior school year in

505| attendance at a Florida public school or, beginning with the

506| 2022-2023 school year, is eligible to enroll in kindergarten.

507 For purposes of this subparagraph, the term "prior school year

508 in attendance”" means that the student was enrolled and reported

509! by a school district for funding during either the preceding

510| October or February Florida Education Finance Program surveys in

511 kindergarten through grade 12, which includes time spent in a

512 Department of Juvenile Justice commitment program if funded

513| under the Florida Education Finance Program.

514 2.4b> The scholarship amount provided to a student for any
515 single school year shall be for tuition and fees for an eligible

516 private school, not to exceed annual limits, which shall be
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determined in accordance with this subparagraph paragraph. The

++ A
c oIt

calculated amount for a participating student *e

eltigible—private—sehoeot shall be based upon the grade level and

school district in which the student was assigned as 100 85

Y
Tt

percent of the funds per unweighted full-time equivalent in the
Florida Education Finance Program for a student in the basic
program established pursuant to s. 1011.62(1) (c)l., plus a per-
full-time equivalent share of funds for all categorical
programs, except for the Exceptional Student Education
Guaranteed Allocation.

3.4e)> The amount of the scholarship Femity Empowerment
Sekhelarship shall be the calculated amount or the amount of the

private school's tuition and fees, whichever is less. The amount

of any assessment fee required by the participating private

school and any costs to provide a digital device, including

internet access when necessary, to the student may be paid from

the total amount of the scholarship.
4. A scholarship of $750 may be awarded to a student who

(3) (a) 1.

is determined eligible pursuant to subparagraph or 2.

and enrolled in a Florida public school that is different from

the school to which the student was assigned or in a lab school

as defined in s. 1002.32 if the school district does not provide

the student with transportation to the school.
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542

543| shalt e —reported separately From other students reported—TFor
544 parpeses—of—theFloridaFEduecation FinanceProgram:

545 .4e)> Upon Fellewing notification from the organization on

546 July 1, September 1, December 1, and e¥ February 1 that an

547 application has been approved for the program ef—thenumber—of

548| pregramparticipants, the department shall verify that the

549| student is not prohibited from receiving a scholarship pursuant

550 to subsection (6). The organization must provide the department

551| with the documentation necessary to verify the student's

552| participation. The department shall transfer, from state gereralt

553| ¥ewvenmwe funds only, the amount calculated pursuant to

554 subparagraph 2. paragraph )+ to the organization a—separate
555| aecount—Ffeor—the secholarshippreogram for quarterly disbursement

556 to parents of participating students each year in which the

557 scholarship in in force. For a student exiting a Department of

558 Juvenile Justice commitment program who chooses to participate
559 in the scholarship program, the amount of the Family Empowerment

560 Scholarship calculated pursuant to subparagraph 2. paragraph—b)

561 must be transferred from the school district in which the
562 student last attended a public school before commitment to the
563 Department of Juvenile Justice. When a student enters the

564 scholarship program, the organization department must receive

565| all documentation required for the student's participation,

566 including the private school's and the student's fee schedules,
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567 at least 30 days before the first quarterly scholarship payment
568 is made for the student.

569 (£ IInern—motifioaata~r ey s A avdrm s ot 2+ o o
AW = T PO TcTrrrCa Ot chC— Ot Paor oS c ottt T o oS
573 an A N~ ] | £+ 2ok o~k 1 PPNENEVSEE IRV 03 2N BV~ SN — 2 cacohAal ol 2o oo
orfO—ypr -+ Ot CoCi oSt 0Tr—yCaorr it wiit it ciiC—SCIioTrar St P o it

574| feree. The initial payment shall be made after the

575| organization's department verification of admission acceptance,

576 and subsequent payments shall be made upon verification of
577 continued enrollment and attendance at the private school.
578| Payment must be by individual warrant made payable to the

579 student's parent or by funds transfer or any other means of

580| payment that the department deems to be commercially viable or

581 cost-effective. ondmaited by the department If the payment is
582| made by warrant, the warrant must be delivered by the eligible

583 nonprofit scholarship-funding organization to the private school

584 of the parent's choice, and the parent shall restrictively

585| endorse the warrant to the private school. An eligible nonprofit

586 scholarship-funding organization shall ensure that the parent to

587| whom the warrant is made restrictively endorsed the warrant to

588 the private school for deposit into the account of the private

589 school or that the parent has approved a funds transfer before

590 any scholarship funds are deposited.
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591 +gr—Subseguent—to—ecach sehotarship payment;—the department
592| shalt—reguest—fromthe Pepartmentof Finaneiat Services—a sampte
593 of—endorsed—warrants—toreview and——econfirm compliance—wWrth

594| endorsement—reguirements.

595 (b)1. Scholarships for students determined eligible

596| pursuant to paragraph (3) (b) are established for up to 20,000

597 students annually beginning in the 2021-2022 school year.

598 Beginning in the 2022-2023 school year, the maximum number of

599| students participating in the scholarship program under this

600 section shall annually increase by 1.0 percent of the state's

601| total exceptional student education full-time equivalent student

602| enrollment, not including gifted students. An eligible student

603| who meets any of the following requirements shall be excluded

004 from the maximum number of students if the student:

605 a. Received specialized instructional services under the

606| Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program pursuant to s.

607 1002.66 during the previous school year and the student has a

608 current IEP developed by the local school board in accordance

609 with rules of the State Board of Education;

610 b. 1Is a dependent child of a member of the United States

611 Armed Forces, a foster child, or an adopted child;

612 c. Spent the prior school year in attendance at a Florida

613| public school or the Florida School for the Deaf and the Blind.

614 For purposes of this subparagraph, the term "prior school year
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in attendance”" means that the student was enrolled and reported

by:
(I) A school district for funding during either the

preceding October or February Florida Education Finance Program

surveys in kindergarten through grade 12, which includes time

spent in a Department of Juvenile Justice commitment program if

funded under the Florida Education Finance Program;

(II) The Florida School for the Deaf and the Blind during

the preceding October or February student membership surveys in

kindergarten through grade 12;

(ITI) A school district for funding during the preceding

October or February Florida Education Finance Program surveys,

was at least 4 years of age when enrolled and reported, and was

eligible for services under s. 1003.21(1) (e); or

(IV) Received a John M. McKay Scholarship for Students

with Disabilities in the 2021-2022 school year.

2. For a student who has a Level I to Level III matrix of

services or a diagnosis by a physician or psychologist, the

calculated scholarship amount for a student participating in the

program must be based upon the grade level and school district

in which the student would have been enrolled as the total funds

per unweighted full-time equivalent in the Florida Education

Finance Program for a student in the basic exceptional student

education program pursuant to s. 1011.62(1) (c)1l. and (e)l.c.,

plus a per full-time equivalent share of funds for all
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640 categorical programs, as funded in the General Appropriations

641| Act, except that for the exceptional student education

042 guaranteed allocation as provided in s. 1011.62 (1) (e)l.c. and

643 2., the funds must be allocated based on the school district's

644 average exceptional student education guaranteed allocation

645 funds per exceptional student education full-time equivalent

046 student.

047 3. For a student with a Level IV or Level V matrix of

648 services, the calculated scholarship amount must be based upon

049 the school district to which the student would have been

650 assigned as the total funds per full-time equivalent for the

651| Level IV or Level V exceptional student education program

652 pursuant to s. 1011.62(1) (c)2.a. or b., plus a per-full time

653 equivalent share of funds for all categorical programs, as

654 funded in the General Appropriations Act.

655 4. For a student who received a Gardiner Scholarship

656| pursuant to s. 1002.385 in the 2020-2021 school year, the amount

657 shall be the greater of the amount calculated pursuant to

658 subparagraph 2. or the amount the student received for the 2020-

659| 2021 school year.

660 5. For a student who received a McKay Scholarship pursuant

661 to s. 1002.39 in the 2021-2022 school year, the amount shall be

662 the greater of the amount calculated pursuant to subparagraph 2.

663 or the amount the student received for the 2021-2022 school

664 year.
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665 6. Upon notification from an organization on July 1,

666 September 1, December 1, and February 1 that an application has

667| been approved for the program, the department shall verify that

668 the student is not prohibited from receiving a scholarship

669| pursuant to subsection (6). The organization must provide the

670 department with the documentation necessary to verify the

671 student's participation.

672 7. Upon verification, the department shall release, from

673 state funds only, the student's scholarship funds to the

674| organization, to be deposited into the student's account in four

675 equal amounts no later than September 1, November 1, February 1,

676| and April 1 of each school year in which the scholarship is in

077 force.

078 8. Accrued interest in the student's account is in

679 addition to, and not part of, the awarded funds. Program funds

680 include both the awarded funds and accrued interest.

681 9. The organization may develop a system for payment of

682 benefits by funds transfer, including, but not limited to, debit

683 cards, electronic payment cards, or any other means of payment

684| which the department deems to be commercially viable or cost-

685| effective. A student's scholarship award may not be reduced for

686| debit card or electronic payment fees. Commodities or services

687 related to the development of such a system must be procured by

688 competitive solicitation unless they are purchased from a state

689 term contract pursuant to s. 287.056.
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10. Moneys received pursuant to this section do not

constitute taxable income to the qualified student or the parent

of the qualified student.
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