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Proposed Committee Substitute by the Committee on Appropriations

576-03365-21

(Appropriations Subcommittee on Criminal and Civil Justice)
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to courts; amending s. 25.221, F.S.;
deleting the requirement that the Clerk of the Supreme
Court physically keep books, records, and other
materials in the clerk’s office; amending s. 25.301,
F.S.; deleting the requirement that Supreme Court
decisions and orders remain in the clerk’s office;
amending s. 28.2457, F.S.; requiring the clerks of the
circuit court, with specified entities, to prepare a
plan to procure or develop a statewide electronic
solution to accurately identify all assessments
mandated by statute; requiring the plan to address
certain considerations relating to the implementation
of the electronic solution; requiring the clerks to
submit the plan to the Legislature by a specified
date; deleting a provision requiring the clerks to
annually submit a uniform form for identification and
imposition of mandated assessments to the Supreme
Court; amending s. 34.01, F.S.; providing for the
periodic inflationary adjustment of the monetary
jurisdictional limit applicable to all actions at law
in county courts filed on or after a specified date,
beginning in 2030; requiring the Office of Economic
and Demographic Research to periodically calculate and
certify such jurisdictional limit to the Chief Justice
of the Supreme Court by a specified date; requiring

specified entities to publish the adjusted
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jurisdictional limit on their websites; deleting
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obsolete language; amending s. 35.15, F.S.; deleting
the requirement that decisions and orders of district
courts of appeal remain in the office of the clerk of
any such court; amending s. 35.23, F.S.; requiring the
clerk of a district court of appeal to have an office
at the headquarters of the court; deleting a
requirement that the clerk keep records at the
headquarters office; amending s. 35.24, F.S.; deleting
the requirement that the clerk of a district court of
appeal physically keep books, records, and other
materials in the clerk’s office; amending s. 40.23,
F.S.; authorizing any person who has been summoned for
jury service to postpone such service for an
additional timeframe in the event of a declared public
health emergency or a state of emergency; specifying
requirements for any such request; amending s.
812.014, F.S.; removing the requirement that
fingerprints be taken in open court and in the judge’s
presence upon a judgment of guilt of petit theft;
authorizing the electronic capture of fingerprints;
requiring the court officer, the employee of the
court, or the employee of a criminal justice agency
who captures fingerprints to sign a specified
certification; amending s. 921.241, F.S.; removing the
requirement that fingerprints be taken in open court
and in the judge’s presence upon a judgment of guilt
for a felony; authorizing the electronic capture of

fingerprints; requiring the court officer, the
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employee of the court, or the employee of a criminal
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justice agency who captures fingerprints to sign a
specified certification; conforming a provision to
changes made by the act; removing the requirement that
a judge obtain a defendant’s social security number at
the time of fingerprinting; amending s. 921.242, F.S.;
removing the requirement that fingerprints be taken in
open court and in the judge’s presence upon a Jjudgment
of guilt for an offense under ch. 796, F.S.;
authorizing the electronic capture of fingerprints;
requiring the court officer, the employee of the
court, or the employee of a criminal justice agency
who captures fingerprints to sign a specified
certification; conforming a provision to changes made

by the act; providing an effective date.
Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
Section 1. Section 25.221, Florida Statutes, is amended to

read:

25.221 Maintenance &ustedy of books, records, and other

materials ete.—All books, papers, records, files, and the seal

of the Supreme Court must be maintained by shall-—be—kept—3n—Fhe
offiee—of the clerk ef—said—eourt and be in the clerk’s control,
as prescribed by the Supreme Court eustedy.

Section 2. Section 25.301, Florida Statutes, is amended to
read:
25.301 Decisions to be filed; copies to be furnished.—All

decisions and opinions delivered by the Supreme saxa Court, or
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relating +mn—¥redatien to any action or
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any justice thereof,

proceeding pending in the said court must shatd be filed and

remain in the office of the clerk and maintained by the clerk in

the manner prescribed by the Supreme Court. Such decisions or

opinions may—ame——shatt not be taken out from the clerk’s

maintenance or control except by order of the court; however,

the but—said clerk must shedtt—at—atl—times be reguired—=Fe

furnish certified copies of such opinions and decisions to any

person who makes such a request maydesirethe sameecertified
required fees his—eor—herfees—therefor.

of section 28.2457,

upon receiving an

Section 3. Subsection (2) Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:
28.2457 Mandatory monetary assessments.—

(2) The clerks of the circuit courts shall collaborate with

the state courts through the Florida Courts Technology

Commission to prepare a plan to procure or develop a statewide

electronic solution that will accurately identify all

assessments mandated by statute. The plan must, at a minimum,

and fiscal considerations

The

address operational, technological,

related to the implementation of the electronic solution.

clerks shall submit the plan to the President of the Senate and

the Speaker of the House of Representatives no later than

Januaryv 1, 2022 The -elerks of court —throuaghtheir asseciation
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Section 4. Subsection (1) of section 34.01, Florida
Statutes, 1s amended to read:

34.01 Jurisdiction of county court.—

(1) County courts shall have original jurisdiction:

(a) In all misdemeanor cases not cognizable by the circuit
courts.

(b) Of all violations of municipal and county ordinances.

(c) Of all actions at law, except those within the
exclusive jurisdiction of the circuit courts, in which the
matter in controversy does not exceed, exclusive of interest,
costs, and attorney fees:

1. If filed on or before December 31, 2019, the sum of
$15,000.

2. If filed on or after January 1, 2020, the sum of
$30,000.

3. If filed on or after January 1, 2023, the sum of
$50,000.

Effective July 1, 2030, and every 10 years thereafter, the

$50,000 jurisdictional limit in subparagraph 3. must be adjusted

and increased by the percentage change in the Consumer Price

Index for All Urban Consumers, U.S. City Average, All Items

1982-84=100, or successor reports, for the preceding 10 calendar

years as initially reported by the United States Department of

Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics. The adjusted jurisdictional

limit must be rounded to the nearest $5,000. However, the
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173 read:
174 35.15 Decisions to be filed; copies to be furnished.—All

175| decisions and opinions delivered by the district courts of

176| appeal, or any judge thereof, relating im—redation to any action

177| or proceeding pending in such said court must shaltdt be filed ard

178 rematn 1n the office of the clerk and maintained in the control

179 of the clerk. Such decisions and opinions may—anrd—shatd not be
180 taken from the clerk’s maintenance or control £herefrom except
181 by order of the court; however, the but—said clerk must shaett—at
182

183| opinions and decisions to any person who makes such a request

I —times—be—reguired—+te furnish certified copies of such

@D

184 Nxz AAaag s +h o am cnvrta £1 A A~ Ao £ i~k NI A e oA
Ty — o T rC—CcC—SaotC—CC T crrr e COoOPTr & O S uCtt—OpTr=oits——atS

!

185| deeistens, upon receiving any required fees his—er—her—fees
186| <+£herefeoer.

187 Section 6. Section 35.23, Florida Statutes, is amended to
188 read:
189 35.23 Location of clerk’s office.—Each clerk shall have an

190 office keep—his—oerher—records at the headquarters of the

191 district court of appeal.

192 Section 7. Section 35.24, Florida Statutes, 1s amended to
193 read:
194 35.24 Maintenance &ustedy of books, records, and other

195 materials ete.—All books, papers, records, files and the seal of
196| each district court of appeal shall be maintained by, and in the
197 control of, kept—an—theoffiece—of the clerk of the said court.

198 Section 8. Subsection (2) of section 40.23, Florida

199 Statutes, is amended to read:

200 40.23 Summoning jurors.—

201 (2) The jury service of any person who has been summoned
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may be postponed for a period not to exceed 6 months upon
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written or oral request. However, if either a public health

emergency has been declared by the State Health Officer pursuant

to s. 381.00315 or a state of emergency has been declared by the

Governor pursuant to s. 252.36(2), the jury service of any

person who has been summoned may be postponed for a period not

to exceed 12 months upon written or oral request. The request

may specify a date or period of time to which service is to be
postponed and, if so, shall be given consideration when the
assignment of the postponed date of jury service is made.

Section 9. Paragraph (d) of subsection (3) of section
812.014, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

812.014 Theft.—

(3)

(d)1. A judgment of guilty or not guilty of a petit theft
must skalt be in:

a. A written record that is signed by the judge and
recorded by the clerk of the circuit court; or

b. An electronic record that contains the judge’s
electronic signature as defined in s. 933.40 and is recorded by

the clerk of the circuit court.

2 A N+ + 1 + 3 = = fFanAanrn+ 3 Forimn A a2 T s £ o~ g+
. e an v w T C I (& o T CTTITTOTTIT T  rw) EEAWAD ¥ AW § \ju_l__l_ L.,_Y e t/\_, T C
thefts—the judge shall cause the—followingto—oceur—in—open
= it AN A 2 N S d~A~AT o N~~~
coOTTTC [y yaw s LTT T _Juu.\jc =] tJJ_COCLIK/C
a—Feor—a—writtenTFudgment—of—guittyy the fingerprints of a

£he defendant who is found guilty of petit theft to against—whom

electronically captured and—affixed beneaththe Judgels

sigrature—on—theJudgment. Bemeath Such fingerprints must be
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260 (2) A judgment of guilty or not guilty of a felony must
261| shaldt be in:
262 (a) A written record £hat—3s signed by the judge and

263 recorded by the clerk of the court; or
264 (b) An electronic record that contains the judge’s
265| electronic signature and is recorded by the clerk of the court.

266 (3) A At—+h + 2 B D O P AU [ i R £
I T CITTITT U Ao L CTITTOTTTC =) O OTSr U R S my w -

N
q

7
267| *he judge shall cause the feollewing—to—-ececur—inopen—ecourt—and

268 1T+ S AT & NN AN~ .
1T T Juu\j\.’ [=J t/J—\./U\./llk/\./o
269 o—Feor—a—written Sudementof guiltyr—Fthe fingerprints of a

270 +he defendant who is found guilty of a felony to shaltt be

271 manually taken or electronically captured. If the fingerprints
272 are:

273 (a) Manually taken, the fingerprints must be filed in the
274 case in which and—affixedbencath—the Fudgels—sigrature—oen the

275 judgment of guilty is entered. Beneath such fingerprints shall

ar

276| be appended a certification eertifieate to the following effect:

277
278 “I hereby certify that the above and foregoing fingerprints
279 en—this—Tudgment are the fingerprints of the defendant, ....,

280 and that they were placed thereon by said defendant in my

281| presence;—imn—epern—eouwrts this the .... day of ....,
282 .. (year)....”
283

284 The court officer, the employee of the court, or the employee of

285| a criminal justice agency who manually took the fingerprints

286| shall place his or her written signature on the certification.

287 Qaam~nly ~NArt g £4 ~ ahoa11 W az oA Iy 1 EEEPa P who o IS IS R R
o CTT CrocrrrCaoct—oitart— Ot —S Tt —0y crC—aagty WO sStC—os T TtoarT
288 +h eyt aha11 W fFaollagand Wy + 1 wera W\ Taa A~y 7
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of—+thedefendantshall Pbe Electronically captured, and the
following certification must eertifs hatt be filed in the

case in which imeluded—3n the eteetronie judgment of guilty is

o4
4T T

P

entered:

“I hereby certify that the digital fingerprint record
associated with Transaction Control Number contains the

fingerprints of the defendant, ...., which were electronically

captured from the defendant in my presence—isn £+ this

the

noan N1
OpTIiT o UTLT

”

day of ...., ... (year)....

The court officer, the employee of the court, or the employee of

a criminal justice agency who electronically captured the

fingerprints Fwdge shall place his or her written or electronic

signature—whieh—shatl—be—Ffollowed Py Ethe—word—Judges~ on the
certification eertifieate.
(4) A written or electronic judgment of guilty, or a

certified copy thereof, is shali—be admissible in evidence in
the several courts of this state as prima facie evidence that
the:

(a) Manual fingerprints filed in the case in which the
judgment of guilty is entered appearing—therecer and certified by
the—udge as specified in this section aferesaid are the
fingerprints of the defendant against whom the judgment of

guilty was rendered.
(b) Digital fingerprint record associated with the

transaction control number specified in the certification

required by this section and filed in the case in which the
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