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By the Committee on Judiciary; and Senator Brandes
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A bill to be entitled
An act relating to courts; amending s. 25.221, F.S.;
deleting the requirement that the Clerk of the Supreme
Court physically keep books, records, and other
materials in the clerk’s office; amending s. 25.301,
F.S.; deleting the requirement that Supreme Court
decisions and orders remain in the clerk’s office;
amending s. 28.2457, F.S.; requiring the clerks of the
circuit courts, with specified entities, to prepare a
plan to procure or develop a statewide electronic
solution to accurately identify all assessments
mandated by statute; requiring the plan to address
certain considerations relating to the implementation
of the electronic solution; requiring the clerks to
submit the plan to the Legislature by a specified
date; deleting a provision requiring the clerks to
annually submit a uniform form for identification and
imposition of mandated assessments to the Supreme
Court; amending s. 34.01, F.S.; providing for the
periodic inflationary adjustment of the monetary
jurisdictional limit applicable to all actions at law
in county courts filed on or after a specified date,
beginning in 2030; deleting obsolete language;
amending s. 35.15, F.S.; deleting the requirement that
decisions and orders of district courts of appeal
remain in the office of the clerk of any such court;
amending s. 35.23, F.S.; requiring the clerk of a
district court of appeal to have an office at the

headquarters of the court; deleting a requirement that
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the clerk keep records at the headquarters office;
amending s. 35.24, F.S.; deleting the requirement that
the clerk of a district court of appeal physically
keep books, records, and other materials in the
clerk’s office; amending s. 40.23, F.S.; authorizing
any person who has been summoned for jury service to
postpone such service for an additional timeframe in
the event of a declared public health emergency or a
state of emergency; specifying requirements for any
such request; amending s. 812.014, F.S.; removing the
requirement that fingerprints be taken in open court
and in the judge’s presence upon a judgment of guilt
of petit theft; authorizing the electronic capture of
fingerprints; requiring the court officer, the
employee of the court, or the employee of a criminal
justice agency who captures fingerprints to sign a
specified certification; amending s. 921.241, F.S.;
removing the requirement that fingerprints be taken in
open court and in the judge’s presence upon a Jjudgment
of guilt for a felony; authorizing the electronic
capture of fingerprints; requiring the court officer,
the employee of the court, or the employee of a
criminal justice agency who captures fingerprints to
sign a specified certification; conforming a provision
to changes made by the act; removing the requirement
that a judge obtain a defendant’s social security
number at the time of fingerprinting; amending s.
921.242, F.S.; removing the requirement that

fingerprints be taken in open court and in the judge’s
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presence upon a judgment of guilt for an offense under
ch. 796, F.S.; authorizing the electronic capture of
fingerprints; requiring the court officer, the
employee of the court, or the employee of a criminal
justice agency who captures fingerprints to sign a
specified certification; conforming a provision to

changes made by the act; providing an effective date.
Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
Section 1. Section 25.221, Florida Statutes, is amended to

read:
25.221 Maintenance €ustedy of books, records, and other

materials ete.—All books, papers, records, files, and the seal

of the Supreme Court must be maintained by shall-be—kept—3n—Fhe
offiece—of the clerk ef—said—eourt and be in the clerk’s control,
as prescribed by the Supreme Court euwstedy.

Section 2. Section 25.301, Florida Statutes, is amended to
read:
25.301 Decisions to be filed; copies to be furnished.—All

decisions and opinions delivered by the Supreme saia Court, or

any justice thereof, relating im—relatiern to any action or

proceeding pending in the said court must shaltd be filed =and

remain in the office of the clerk and maintained by the clerk in

the manner prescribed by the Supreme Court. Such decisions or

opinions may—and—shaltt not be taken out from the clerk’s

maintenance or control except by order of the court; however,

the bat—sa3d clerk must shall =t altl+timesbereguired—*so

furnish certified copies of such opinions and decisions to any
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person who makes such a request may desire—the sameecertified

e
ard—deeisiens, upon receiving any
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Section 3. Subsection (2) of section 28.2457, Florida
Statutes, 1s amended to read:
28.2457 Mandatory monetary assessments.—

(2) The clerks of the circuit courts shall collaborate with

the state courts through the Florida Courts Technology

Commission to prepare a plan to procure or develop a statewide

electronic solution that will accurately identify all

assessments mandated by statute. The plan must, at a minimum,

address operational, technological, and fiscal considerations

related to the implementation of the electronic solution. The

clerks shall submit the plan to the President of the Senate and

the Speaker of the House of Representatives no later than

January 1, 2022 The—elerkseof—court;—+through their asseciation
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Section 4. Subsection (1) of section 34.01, Florida
Statutes, 1is amended to read:

34.01 Jurisdiction of county court.—

(1) County courts shall have original jurisdiction:

(a) In all misdemeanor cases not cognizable by the circuit
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courts.

(b) Of all violations of municipal and county ordinances.

(c) Of all actions at law, except those within the
exclusive jurisdiction of the circuit courts, in which the
matter in controversy does not exceed, exclusive of interest,
costs, and attorney fees:

1. If filed on or before December 31, 2019, the sum of
$15,000.

2. If filed on or after January 1, 2020, the sum of
$30,000.

3. If filed on or after January 1, 2023, the sum of
$50,000.

The $50,000 jurisdictional limit in subparagraph 3. shall be

adjusted, effective January 1, 2030, and every 10 years

thereafter, by the percentage change in the average of the

Consumer Price Index issued by the United States Department of

Labor for the most recent 12-month period ending on September

30, compared to the base year average, which is the average for

the 12-month period ending September 30, 2022. The adjusted

jurisdictional limit must be rounded to the nearest $1,000.

(d) Of disputes occurring in the homeowners’ associations
as described in s. 720.311(2) (a), which shall be concurrent with

jurisdiction of the circuit courts.
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35.23 Location of clerk’s office.—Each clerk shall have an
office keep—his—erher reecords at the headquarters of the
district court of appeal.
Section 7. Section 35.24, Florida Statutes, 1s amended to
read:

35.24 Maintenance &ustedy of books, records, and other

materials ete.—All books, papers, records, files and the seal of

each district court of appeal shall be maintained by, and in the

control of, kept—an—+theeoffice—of the clerk of the said court.

Section 8. Subsection (2) of section 40.23, Florida
Statutes, 1s amended to read:

40.23 Summoning jurors.—

(2) The jury service of any person who has been summoned
may be postponed for a period not to exceed 6 months upon

written or oral request. However, if either a public health

emergency has been declared by the State Health Officer pursuant

to s. 381.00315 or a state of emergency has been declared by the

Governor pursuant to s. 252.36(2), the jury service of any

person who has been summoned may be postponed for a period not

to exceed 12 months upon written or oral request. The request

may specify a date or period of time to which service is to be
postponed and, if so, shall be given consideration when the
assignment of the postponed date of jury service is made.

Section 9. Paragraph (d) of subsection (3) of section
812.014, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

812.014 Theft.—

(3)

(d)1. A judgment of guilty or not guilty of a petit theft
must shadd be in:
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233 theft, or a certified copy thereof, is admissible in evidence in

234 the courts of this state as provided in s. 921.241(4).

235 Section 10. Section 921.241, Florida Statutes, 1s amended
236 to read:

237 921.241 Felony judgments andy fingerprints and—seeciat

238| seeuritynaumber required in record.—

239 (1) As used in this section, the term:

240 (a) “Electronic signature” has the same meaning as in s.

241 933.40.

242 (b) “Transaction control number” means the unique

243 identifier comprised of numbers, letters, or other symbols for a
244 digital fingerprint record generated by the device used to

245 electronically capture the fingerprints.

246 (2) A judgment of guilty or not guilty of a felony must
247 skhatE: be in:
248 (a) A written record £hat—3s signed by the judge and

249 recorded by the clerk of the court; or
250 (b) An electronic record that contains the judge’s

251| electronic signature and is recorded by the clerk of the court.

252 (3) A At—+h + 2 B D O [P DAV [ R
I T C T T o L CTTITTOTTTC =) T O OTCE \jL«l.L.Ll—

Yy Y7
253| *£khe judge shall cause the feollowing—teo—eoceurinopen—ecouvrt—and
254 Ir—the—Fudgels—presence:

255 (e—Fer—a—writtenSudgment—of—guitty;—the fingerprints of a

256| +he defendant who is found guilty of a felony to shadt be

257| manually taken or electronically captured. If the fingerprints
258 are:

259 (a) Manually taken, the fingerprints must be filed in the

260 case in which and—affixed bencaththe Fudgels—signature—on the

261 judgment of guilty is entered. Beneath such fingerprints shall
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l__l.

be appended a certification eertifieate to the following effect:

“I hereby certify that the above and foregoing fingerprints

eor—this—Tudgment are the fingerprints of the defendant, ....,
and that they were placed thereon by said defendant in my

presence;—ir—oper—eourtsy this the .... day of ....,

”

... (year)....

The court officer, the employee of the court, or the employee of

a criminal justice agency who manually took the fingerprints

shall place his or her written signature on the certification.

(@QEEWY PRPANECE S I i A aha11 a1~ ey N S22~ 1AL o P IV —R T
[CAC Sy E. CcC L C I I TTOCT [ & = e = T OLKJLLCM LJ_Y [ i JLA\AKJC, WITOOT OLKJLLLALLA.‘LC
+haoaradt aha11 follawuand sy +h wrordad N Tia A~ 144
CITCT I T T [ & = g = T T O LT IO WTD LJ_Y (SR i \AAY = =nw 5 uuu.\jc
(b) Ty on 1 PR RN BV~ R Pato e NN ) £ 113 14+ +h E S It NE Ve ANE N IR =]
[ S IT U S WP Uy WS S W B G S w) Ju\J_\jlllCllL_ O \ju_L_L L__Y, T _L_Lll\jCJ_tJ_L_LLLL_Q
of—+thedefendant—shallbe Electronically captured, amd the

following certification must eertifieate—shalt be filed in the

case in which Freluwded—3n the eleetrenie judgment of guilty is

entered:

“I hereby certify that the digital fingerprint record
associated with Transaction Control Number .... contains the

fingerprints of the defendant, ...., which were electronically

captured from the defendant in my presence;—in—-eopenr—ecourts this

4

the .... day of ...., ... (year)....

The court officer, the employee of the court, or the employee of

a criminal justice agency who electronically captured the

fingerprints Fwdge shall place his or her written or electronic

signature—whieh—shall befollewed by —Ethe word"Judges~ on the

He
H
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349 (3) A written or an electronic judgment of guilty, or a
350 certified copy thereof, is shali—Pbe admissible in evidence in
351 the several courts of this state as provided in s. 921.241 (4).
352 Section 12. This act shall take effect July 1, 2021.
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