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1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to Town of Fort White, Columbia

3 County; amending ch. 57-1334, Laws of Florida;

4 deleting boundaries; revising general powers to borrow

5 money; revising the selection and terms of members of

6 the Town Council; providing for the registration of

7 voters; providing for the salaries of the Mayor and

8 members of the Town Council, powers of the town,

9 vacancies in Town Council, and the date of the first
10 meeting of each newly elected Town Council; removing
11 provisions relating to special meetings, ordinances
12 and resolutions, and publication of ordinances and
13 resolutions; removing provisions relating to the
14 municipal court; providing that the Columbia County
15 court system will handle all matters requiring court
16 hearings or appearances; revising provisions relating
17 to the police department and the fire department;

18 providing and revising requirements for the Town

19 Clerk; removing provisions relating to the town

20 auditor, town tax assessor, town treasurer, and tax
21 administration; revising and providing requirements
22 for the election of candidates to the office of Town

Page 10f 46

CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions.
hb1043-00



FL ORI DA H O U S E O F R E P RESENTATI V E S

HB 1043 2022
23 Council; removing a provision requiring elections to
24 be conducted in a specified manner; authorizing the
25 Town Council to agree to canvass the returns and the
26 results of an election; requiring the Town Council to
277 review the returns and declare a winner; revising the
28 terms of office of councilmembers; providing an
29 effective date.

30
31 Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
32
33 Section 1. Section 5, subsection (25) of section 7,

34 sections 8 and 10, subsections (8), (9), and (13) of section 12,
35 sections 13, 15, 16, 20, and 22 through 82 of chapter 57-1334,
36 Laws of Florida, are amended to read:

37 Section 5. BOUNDARIES. The corporate limits of the Town of
38 Fort White, a municipal corporation in Columbia County, Florida,
39 shall extend to and include all certain territories

40 comprehending and comprising within Section 8 (5) (a) +he
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477 Section 7. GENERAL POWERS. The town shall have the powers,

48 functions and immunities granted to municipal corporations by

49 the constitution and general laws of this state, as now or

50 hereinafter existing, together with the implied powers necessary
51 to carry into execution all the powers granted. The enumeration
52 of particular powers by this charter shall not be deemed to be
53 exclusive, and in addition to the powers enumerated herein or

54 implied hereby, or appropriate to the exercise of such powers,
55| 1t is intended that the town shall have and exercise all powers
56| which it would be competent for this charter specifically to

57 enumerate. The following are among the powers of the said town,

58 subject to the limitations hereinafter expressed:

T
|__|.

59 (25) To borrow money feor—a—p
N
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61 power shall be in addition to the other powers to borrow money
62 set forth in this charter, or granted by the general laws of
63 this state;

64 Section 8. NUMBER, ELECTION SERECFFON, TERM.

65 (1) The Town Council shall consist of five (5) electors

66| who shall be designated as follows:
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Mayor

Councilmember Geurneidman Seat One

Councilmember Gewmeilman Seat Two

Councilmember Seuvreilman Seat Three
Councilmember Sewneitman Seat Four

(2) The Mayor amd—th ther four counceitmer shall oe

elected at large, and shall hold office for four (4) +£hree—{3}+

years. The members of the Town Council shall be elected by a

vote of the qualified voters from respective districts in which

councilmembers run for office. Councilmembers shall be elected

for a term of four (4) years. The election of the Mayor and

councilmembers shall be in the manner provided for in this
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(3) The term of office of all members of the Town Council

shall commence at the beginning of the next regular or special

meeting after the election results are final in accordance with
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89 (4) The first elections of the Mayor and Town

90 Councilmembers under this provision shall be held on the first

91 (1st) Tuesday of November 2020 and shall affect those elected on

92 that date for their terms of office. The Mayor shall be elected

93 for a term of four (4) years, and an election for the seat of

94 Mayor shall be held every four (4) years thereafter.

95 Councilmembers from Districts 3 and 4 shall be elected for a

96 term of four (4) years, and thereafter said district seats shall

97 be filled every four (4) years. Councilmembers from Districts 1

98 and 2 shall be elected for an initial term of two (2) years and

99 thereafter shall be elected for a term of four (4) vyears.

100 (5) (a) The districts from which members of the Town

101 Council of the Town of Fort White shall be elected are defined

102 as follows:

103 1. District 1: Start on the town's northern boundary at SW

104 State Road 47 and go south on State Road 47 to US Highway 27 to

105 SW County Road 18, thence east on County Road 18 to the Town's

106 boundary, including all property in said northeast quadrant of

107 the Town of Fort White.

108 2. District 2: Start on the town's eastern boundary at SW

109 County Road 18, thence west to SW US Highway 27, thence go south

110 on SW US Highway 27 to the town's southern boundary, including
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111 all of the property in said southeast quadrant of the Town of

112 Fort White.

113 3. District 3: Start on the town's western boundary as SW

114 Wilson Springs Road and thence go east on Wilson Springs Road to

115 SW Skye Avenue thence go north on SW Skye Avenue to SW Jordan

116 Street, thence go east on SW Jordan Street to SW Highway 237

117 thence go east and southeast on SW US Highway 27 to the town's

118 southern boundary, including all of the property in said

119 southwest quadrant of the Town of Fort White.

120 4. District 4: Start on the Town's northern boundary at

121 State Road 47 and thence go south on State Road 47 to US Highway

122 27, thence go west on US Highway 27 to SW Jordan Street, thence

123| go west on SW Jordan Street to SW Skye Avenue, thence to south

124 on SW Skye Avenue to SW Wilson Springs Road, thence go west on

125 SW Wilson Springs Road to the Town's western boundary, including

126 all of the property in said northwest quadrant of the Town of

127 Fort White.

128 (b) The districts provided in subparagraphs (a)l.-4. are

129 intended to be a division of the Town of Fort White into four

130 (4) districts which are to have equal numbers of citizens and

131 equal numbers of voters. It is the further intent of this

132 charter amendment that the boundaries of said districts shall be
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133 changed when necessary to provide an approximate numerical

134 equalization of citizens and voters in each of said districts.

135 It is contemplated that the said changes will be made only when

136 differences are substantial and it is not contemplated that said

137 districts will always have, or will ever have, the same number

138 of citizens and voters without any variation. Said changes shall

139 be made in the same manner as other amendments to this charter.

140 (c) Only qualified voters residing in a particular

141 district shall be allowed to vote in the election of the

142 Councilmember to represent said district. However, any citizen

143 of the Town of Fort White otherwise qualified may run for the

144 office of Mayor or Councilmember from any district, regardless

145 of whether said member resides in the particular district in

146 which he or she runs for office.

147 (6) The registration of voters shall be as provided in

148 this charter. Registration of voters in order to qualify to vote

149 in elections shall be made in the office of the Supervisor of

150 Elections of Columbia County, Florida. The registration of a

151| wvoter shall include a designation as to the district in which

152 said voter resides within the Town of Fort White. Registration

153 of voters shall be made at least thirty (30) days before the day

154 of any town election. An oath shall be given by the registration
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155 officer or the person appointed to make such registrations by

156 the Town Council, which oath shall be that the information given

157 by the registrant is true and correct. The information required

158 shall be that reguired by this charter, including information

159 regarding the residence of the voter for the purpose of

160 determining whether said registrant is a gqualified voter of the

161 Town of Fort White, and for the purpose of determining in which

162 district of this Town of Fort White the registrant resides.

163 Section 10. SALARY. The Mayor shall may receive a minimum

164 salary of $600 per month and members of fe—befixed by the Town

165 Council of the Town of Fort White shall receive a minimum salary

166 Of $200 orosiridad hotwraoszar + a1l sy £ + Mo r o171 A~
POV =TCCCy TTHOW T CTT STy oL Cirfc Ty Ot ot T 1totT

167 ceedTwenty—520-003 rs per month to be paid on the first

Dallo
F=aS = ey

168 (1st) day of each and every month hereafter. The Town Council

169 shall set the salaries of the Mayor and councilmembers by

170 ordinance enacted pursuant to general laws which shall provide

171 notice to the members of the public regarding the readings of

172 such ordinance and the proposed enactment thereof. This action

173 shall be effective immediately upon adoption.

174 Section 12. POWERS. Except as otherwise provided in this
175 charter, all powers of the town, and the determination of all

176 matters of policy shall be vested in the Town Council. Without
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limitation of the foregoing, the Town Council shall have power

to:

(8) Remit, upon the recommendation of a county judge £he
muoRrteipat—Fudge, fines or other penalties imposed by the
municipal court;

(9) Pass ordinances and laws for the preservation of the

public peace and order, and impose penalties for the violation

thereof+—provided—that—the modimumpenatty—to—beimposed——shatt
bea—fin £ notmore+than five hundred dollars and imprisonment
for—aperiod—oftimenotlongerthan sixEy—days;

(13) Appoint, remove and fix the compensation of the Town
Attorney, muRrteipatl—Fodge—townproseeutor—town—auditer+ town
clerk, town tax assessor, and all other town employees;

Section 13. VACANCIES IN TOWN COUNCIL. In the event of a

ARy vacancy in the office of the Mayor or a member of the Town

Council, the remaining members of the Town Council shall appoint

a qualified citizen to fill the balance of the term of the

vacancy of either the Mayor or the Town Council seat. Such

appointment shall be made within sixty (60) days of the wvacancy

unless such time period is extended by the Town Council. In the

event that there is not a gquorum to appoint a replacement for a

vacancy, within a reasonable time, the seat of Mayor or member
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shall be filled by appointment of

appointments shall continue until

the Governor.

the end of the unexpired term

of such seat and until a successor is elected and sworn into

office.

Section 15.
OF TOWN COUNCIL.
Council,
on the fourth

O'clock P. M.,

INDUCTION OF TOWN COUNCIL INTO OFFICE; MEETING
The first meeting of each newly elected Town
for induction into office,

(4th)

shall be held at 6:00 868
Monday in the month da¢

following its election,

regularly at such times as may be

not less frequently than once each month. All meetings of the

Town Council shall be open to the
Section 16.
two (2)

the Town Council,

n
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after which the Town Council shall meet

SPECIAL MEETINGS:
members of the Town Council may call special meetings of

upon at least six

prescribed by its rules, but

public.

HOW CALLED. The Mayor, or any

(6) hours written notice to
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and of the committee thereof shall be public,

shall have access to the minutes and records thereof at all

5. All meetings of the Town Council

and any citizens
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221 reasonable times.

222 Section 20. ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS. Every proposed

223 ordinance or resolution shall be introduced in written or

224| printed form and shall not contain more than one (1) subject,
225| but general appropriation ordinance may contain the wvarious

226 subjects and accounts for which moneys are to be appropriated.
227 The enacting clause of all ordinances shall be "Be It Enacted by
228 The People of the Town of Fort White, Florida." No ordinance,

229 unless it shall be an emergency measure, shall be passed until

230 it shall have been read at two (2) meetings+—nret—tess—tharn—-on
231| week—apart;—or uvnless the reguirementof suech readings has been
232 d&ispensed—with by uvnonimous—vote—-of the Fown Couneid.

233 Section 22. AUTHENTICATING: PUBLICATION. Every ordinance or

234 resolution shall, upon its final passage be recorded in a book
235 kept for the purpose and shall be authenticated by the

236 signatures of the presiding officer and the clerk of the Town

237 Council. Every—eordinonceof o general or permanent nature shall
238 be—published once—within ten (10 daysafter its final passage

239 1 o Ao e £f oconarol o vl o4 o N1 +h Totan. £ Toxrt T 1+
TH—a— e wWSpPpapeE T— SR CTEta=T +H T ttTot—=3—t+t* TO-Wit Ottty
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242 | possage-
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243 Section 23. APPOINTMENT; LEGAL ADVISOR TO TOWN; PREPARATION
244 AND APPROVAL OF LEGAL INSTRUMENTS; DEFEND AND PROSECUTE IN

245 BEHALF OF TOWN. The Town Council shall appoint a Town Attorney
246 who shall act as the legal advisor to, and attorney and

247 counselor for the municipality and all of its officers in

248| matters relating to their official duties. The Town Attorney He

249 shall prepare all contracts, bonds and other instruments in
250 writing, in which the municipality is concerned, and shall
251 endorse on each his or her approval of the form and correctness

252 thereof. When required to do so, the Town Attorney ke shall

253 prosecute and defend for and in behalf of the town, all
254 complaints, suits, and controversies in which the town is a

255 party. The Town Attorney He shall furnish the Town Council, the

256 head of any department or any officer, not included in any
257 department, his or her opinion on any question of law relating
258 to their respective powers and duties. For these services, the

259| Town Attorney Be shall receive such compensation as the Town

260 Council may determine by record vote.
261 Section 24. TO PERFORM DUTIES REQUIRED BY TOWN COUNCIL,
262 STATE LAW AND CHARTER. In addition to the duties, specifically

263 imposed under the preceding section, the Town Attorney ke shall

264 perform such other professional duties as may be required of him
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or her by ordinance or resolution of the Town Council or as
prescribed, for Town Attorney under the general laws of the
State which are not inconsistent with the charter and with any
ordinance or resolution which may be passed by the Town Council.

The Town Attorney He shall receive such compensation as the Town

Council may determine by record vote.

Section 25. QUALIFICATIONS. The Town Attorney shall be a

lawyer with laeywer—of at least five (5) years of experience,

admitted in and having authority to practice in all courts of

the State.

ARTICLE IV
COURT MATTERS

Section 26.
POWER—OFMAYOR—DPURINGABRBSENCE—OF—JIBSEs+ SESSIONS OF COURT. All

matters requiring court hearings or appearances for any resident

of the Town of Fort White will be handled by the Columbia County

Clerk of Courts Thaora oho11 B S A+ ra 1 oo crabhsz Aot 2 o a
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353 meciately—pursued—to—a—poin
354 satd—tewr-

355 Section 28. 32= POLICE DEPARTMENT-POWERS AND DUTIES OF

356| CHIEF OF POLICE. The Chief of Police shall attend all meetings
357 of the Town Council and aid in the enforcement of orders under
358 the direction of the presiding officer. He or she shall execute
359 the commands of the Town Council and all processes issued by
360 authority thereof which shall be issued to him or her by the
361 Mayor. He or she shall attend in person or by deputy the

362 municipal court during its sittings, execute the commands and
363 processes of said court, aid in the enforcement of orders

364 therein and perform such other duties appropriate to his or her
365 office as may be imposed upon him or her by law, the ordinances

366 of the town, consistent with this Act.

367 Section 29. 33= FIRE DEPARTMENT. The fire force of the town
368 shall be provided by Columbia County fire—warden anc—as—wmany
369 Seerdenat ftfdecers - -—remen and erproyees—os—tae Tows Counedd

370 shattbyordinancedetermine. The Columbia County fire chief

371 shall have exclusive control of the stationing and transfer of

372 all firefighters fixremern and other officers and employees of the

373 fire force subject to such rules and regulations as may be

374 prescribed by ordinance of the town; the fire chief ke shall
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375 have exclusive management and control of such officers and

376| employees as may be employed in the administration of the

377 affairs of the fire chief's his force. In—-eas £ riot;

378 conflagration—of 43+ mergency—eheMaver may appoeint

379 additional firemen for temporary Servie The fire chief shall
380 have—theright—teo—suspend any officer or empltoyee—of +the fire
381 foreebecauseof incompeteney—negltect of dutvy,—drunkennessy
382 faiture—k beyv—orders—givenr by proper—avthorityor—feor any

383 ther Justor reasonable causer——andhe shall immediotely report
384 the—faoectof suveh suspernston—to—the TFTownCouneil—for finat

385| aetien-

386

387 ARTICLE VI

388 TOWN—AUBEEOR+ TOWN CLERK—FOWN—TAXASSESSOR

389 AND—FOAN—TFREASHRER

390

391 Section 30. 34= TOWN CLERK. The Town Council shall appoint
392 an officer of the town who shall have the title of Town Clerk.
393 The Town Clerk He shall-+

394 (1) Serve at the pleasure of the Town Council and shall be
395| under its direction and control.

396 (2) He—shalt Receive a salary to be fixed by the Town
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397 Council.
398 (3) He—shall Give notice of the meetings of the Town
399 Council and:+—shallt

400 (a) Keep the journal of its proceedings;
401 (b) shed+ Be custodian of the town's seal;
402 (c skhat+ Authenticate by his or her signature and record

403 in full a book kept for that purpose all ordinances and
404| resolutions.

405 (4) Ensure that town elections are conducted in accordance

406| with Florida law, including the qualification of all candidates,

407 receiving and maintaining candidate reports, and assisting with

408 Canvassing Board meetings.

409 (5) Exercise financial budgetary control over every

410 department, board, mission, and agency of the town to ensure

411 that all moneys are legally expended, and that budget

412 appropriations are not exceeded.

413 (6) Prescribe the forms of accounting and the forms of

414 receipts, vouchers, bills, claims or other forms to be used by

415 all the offices, departments, boards, commissions, and agencies

416 of the town government, in and about its fiscal affairs.

417 (7) Audit all bills, invoices, payrolls, and other

418 evidence of claims, demands or charges against the town
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419 government.

420 (8) 1Inspect and audit any accounts or records which may be

421 maintained in any office, department, or agency of the town

422 government.

423 (9) Manage the Town of Fort White Water Utility including

424 requests for service, billing, and collections.

425 (10) Coordinate with all elected officials of Columbia

426| County and the City of Lake City in matters of interest to the

427 Town.
428 (11) Maintain the Town of Fort White website.
429 (12) Receive applications on behalf of the town for

430 development orders, permits, and licenses ensuring that all

431 orders, permits, licenses are complete and meet the requirements

432 of applicable law and policy.

433 (13) Coordinate, plan, and work with the Town Attorney, as

434 necessary.

435 (14) Review applicable federal, state, and local laws as

436 needed.

437 (15) Oversee the operations of the town including, but not

438 limited to, maintenance and repairs.+——shatl—performthedutsd

439 £ reg=

49}

Lo 4 s P o P I N B
tration 3 —aRa—Shat+

[4)]

440 (16) Perform any other duties required by this charter.
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683 levy and impose license taxes by ordinance, for the purpose of
684 regulation and revenue, upon all occupations, and upon any and
685 all privileges, and to create and fix the amounts to be paid; to
686| provide for the collection of the same, and to provide penalties
687 for failure to pay such license taxes; all such license taxes,
688 so imposed, shall constitute a legal indebtedness to the town,
689| which may be recovered in any court of competent jurisdiction.
690 The Town Council may, by ordinance, provide for licensing the
691 keeping of dogs, and for the destruction of dogs, the owner and
692 keeper whereof shall not comply with the regulations prescribed
693 by ordinance in effect thereto, and for the punishment of

694| persons violating the ordinances on this subject.

695 Section 32 5+4. PERIOD COVERED BY LICENSES. Licenses shall
696| Dbe issued for the periods and be transferable as provided by the
697 general law for state licenses. The agent or agents of non-

698 resident proprietors shall be severally responsible for carrying
699 on business in like manner as if they were proprietors. The fact
700 that any person, firm or corporation reporting himself or itself
701 as engaged in any business calling, profession or occupation for
702 the transaction of which a license is required, or that person,
703 firm or corporation exhibiting a sign or advertisement

704 indicating engagement in such business calling, profession or
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705 occupation, shall be conclusive evidence of the liability of

706 such person, firm, or corporation to pay a license.

707 Section 33 58. AUTHORITY OF TOWN TO PURCHASE, OWN AND

708 OPERATE CERTAIN PUBLIC UTILITIES. The Town of Fort White,

709 Florida, is hereby authorized by and through its officers,

710 agents, employees, and representatives, to purchase, build,

711 construct, own, control, repair, lease, operate, manage, extend,
712 or sell an electric light plant, a water works plant, and an ice
713 plant, and any and all other public utility plants, and to

714 prescribe and enforce rates, rules and regulations necessary

715 thereto.

716 Section 34 58. SERVICE OF UTILITIES TO CONSUMERS OUTSIDE OF
717 TOWN. Fhat The Town Council shall have the power to supply

718 water, electricity, and gas for domestic and other purposes to
719 individuals or corporations outside of said town and to charge
720 and collect reasonable rates, prices and compensation therefor,
721 but the Town Council shall charge a higher rate to such

722 consumers than it charges for a like class of consumers within
723| the corporate limits of said town.

724 Section 35 66. AUTHORITY OF TOWN TO SELL PUBLIC UTILITY

725 PLANTS; PROCEDURE. The Town Council may sell the public utility

726 plants owned by the Town of Fort White, or any one or all of
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727 them, after the Town Council shall have first passed an

728 ordinance in which is stated the terms of purchase, and after
729 such ordinance has been submitted to the qualified electors of
730 said town, who are freeholders, for a period of at least sixty
731 (60) days prior to said election, and such action as 1is

732 provided, in and by such ordinance is ratified by a majority of
733 those voting at such election. In all other respects not herein
734 specially provided for, such election shall be called and held
735 as 1is provided by law for calling and holding bond elections of
736 said town.

737 Section 36 6*. CONTRACT WITH PERSONS OUTSIDE TOWN TO

738 FURNISH TOWN WITH ELECTRICITY. The Town Council together with
739 the Mayor are hereby authorized and empowered to contract with
740| persons, firms or corporations beyond the limits of said town to
741 furnish electric current to said town, and to construct such
742 lines, wires, poles, towers and conduits as may be necessary to
743 obtain such current.

744 Section 37 #2. GRANTING OF FRANCHISES. The town shall have
745| power to grant a franchise to any private corporation for the
746 use of streets and other public places in the furnishing of any
747 public utility service to the town and to its inhabitants. All

748 franchises and any renewals, extensions and amendments thereto,
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shall be granted only by ordinance.

Section 38 3. FRANCHISES NOT AFFECTED. The provisions of
this charter shall not apply to any franchise granted any public
utility company prior to the effective date of this charter.

Section 39 64. ELECTIONS. A regular or general election of

candidates to the office of Town Council shall be held in

accordance with the dates established for general elections as

provided for by the Florida Election Code. The candidate for each

seat to be filled receiving the greatest number of votes in said

election shall be declared elected. In the event of a tie

between two (2) candidates for any seat upon the Town Council,

a run-off special election will be held on a date to be

105.051,

established by the Town Clerk in accordance with s.

of the Florida Election Code Fhe—Town—Counecilt

Florida Statutes,

h
N

5
th

Section 4 65+ ELECTORS. Any person who is a qualified

elector of the State of Florida, and who has resided in the town

for one (1) year, shall be an elector of this town.
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771 Section 41. 66~ REGISTRATION OF VOTERS. The town clerk

172 shall be the registration officer for the town and shall

773 register all persons applying to him or her whose names are not
774 already borne upon the registration book and who are qualified
775 as electors under the provisions of this charter. Fer—+this

776| purpese The registration book shall always be open at the office

777 of the town clerk, except that same skhald be maintained in

778 accordance with s. 97.055, Florida Statutes, of the Florida

779 Election Code etesedfeor five daysbeforeand duringthe day—of

780 ary—teowa—eteetion. Fach person applying to be registered shall
781| make the following ocath, which will be administered by the

782 registration officer or his or her duly appointed deputy: "I do
783 solemnly swear that I am a bona fide resident of the Town of
784 Fort White and possess all of the qualifications of an elector
785 of said town." Any person taking such oath who shall swear

786 falsely shall be guilty of perjury. The name of each person so
787 registered shall be entered in a book prepared for that purpose,

788 which book shall show, under appropriate heading, the ager

789 cotor—oceupatieon—and exact place of residence of each person so
790 registered, and whether the registrant is a free holder. The
791 Town Council may, by ordinance, provide for revision of the

792 registration list of voters when, in their opinion, a revision
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793 is necessary.
794 Section 42. 4= NOMINATIONS. Any qualified elector of the
795 town may be nominated for the council by petition. A petition
796 for this purpose shall be signed by not less than 10 gqualified
797 electors. Each petition shall designate the seat for which the
798 candidate is nominated. The form of the nominating petition
799 shall be substantially as follows:
800 We, the undersigned electors of the Town of Fort
801 White, hereby nominate
<1052/ , whose residence
803 o = , for the office
804 of Councilman, Seat No.......... , Mayor (strike out
805 portion not applicable), to be voted for at the
806 election to be held on the . . . . day of .......... ,
807 20 35 .... ; and we individually certify that our
808 names appear on the rolls of registered voters, that
809 we are qualified to vote for a candidate for the
810 council.
811 Name Street and Address from which last Date of Number
812 Registered (if different) Signing
813
814 (SPACES FOR SIGNATURES AND REQUIRED DATA)
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815
816 For the November 8, 2022, election each petition must be

817 received prior to 12:01 P. M. on August 2, 2022. Thereafter,

818 each petition must be submitted before noon of the 28th day

819| preceding the first day of the qualifying period for the office
820 sought to the town clerk. The town clerk shall make a record of
821 the exact time at which each petition is filed, and shall take
822 and preserve the name and address of the person by whom it is
823 filed. The town clerk shall check the signatures on the

824 petitions to verify their status as voters in the Town. If a
825| petition is found insufficient, the town clerk shall return it
826 immediately to the person who filed it with a statement

827 certifying wherein the petition is found insufficient. No later
828 than the 7th day before the first day of the qualifying period,
829| the town clerk shall certify the number of valid signatures.
830

831 Each petition must be submitted before noon of the 28th day

832 preceding the first day of the qualifying period for the office

833 sought to the Town Clerk. The Town Clerk shall check the

834 signatures on the petitions to verify their status as voters in

835 the Town. If a petition is found insufficient, the Town Clerk

836 shall return it immediately to the person who filed it with a
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837 statement certifying wherein the petition is found insufficient.
838 No later than the seventh (7th) day before the first day of the
839 qualifying period, the Town Clerk shall certify the number of
840 valid signatures.

841 Section 43. 68 ELECTIONS. A regular or general election of
842| candidates to the office of Town Council shall be held in

843 accordance with the dates established for general elections as
844 provided for by the Florida Election Code each—year—eon—th

845 second—Tuesdayin—Augustfor cach seatonthe Town Couneil which
846 shatt—become—vaecant—at—8+—00-—06'clteock P—M—on—thefourth Tuesday
847 in—Avgust—of the same—year. The candidate for each seat to be
848 filled receiving the greatest number of votes in said election
849 shall be declared elected. In the event of a tie between two

850 candidates for any seat upon the Town Council, a run-off special
851 election will be held on a date to be established by the town
852 clerk in accordance with section 105.051, Florida Statutes

853 (2019), of the Florida Election Code in—the generaleleection;
854 areother—general—eleetion—shall be held onthe Tuesdayteollowing
855 the—generalelectior snd the twocoodidates recodripe fho coayo
856| wetes——shatlbe—+th Ay —eandidates—on—the—balteot—for—sueh

857 generat—etection

858
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863 Section 44 FB. ELECTIONS; CANVASS OF RETURNS.—The Town

864 Council may agree with the Columbia County Supervisor of

865 Elections and the county canvassing board to canvass the returns

866 and the results of the election in accordance with the Florida

867 Election Code. The Town Council shall review the returns and the

868 results provided by the county canvassing board and declare the

869| winner of the election at a meeting of the Town Council.

1o o117 noan A+ onsxzaAn L]
To oo OpCTt—— T
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870 Otherwise, Fhe—po

871 elose—at seven—otleloek—P—M- the result of the voting, when

872 ascertained, shall be certified by return in duplicate, signed
873| by the clerk and a majority of the inspectors of election, one
874 copy being delivered by such clerk, and inspectors to the mayor
875 and the other to the town clerk, both of whom shall transmit

876 such returns to the Town Council. At such meeting the Town

877 Council shall canvass the returns and the results as shown by
878 such returns shall be by the Town Council declared as the result
879 of the election. The town clerk shall, not later than noon of

880 the second day after the canvass of said election, furnish a
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881 certificate of election to each person shown to have been

882 elected. The Town Council agrees with the Columbia County

883 Supervisor of Elections and the county canvassing board to

884 canvass the returns of the election in accordance with the

885 Florida Election Code. The Town Council shall review the returns

886 and results provided by the county canvassing board and declare

887 the winner of the election at a meeting of the Town Council.

888 Otherwise, the result of the voting, when ascertained, shall be

889 certified by return in duplicate, signed by the clerk and a

890| majority of the inspectors of election, one copy being delivered

891 by such clerk, and inspectors to the Mayor and the other to the

892 Town Clerk, both of whom shall transmit such returns to the Town

893 Council. At such meeting, the Town Council shall canvass the

894 returns and the results as shown by such returns shall be by the

895 Town Council declared as the result of the election. The Town

896 Clerk shall, not later than noon of the second day after the

897 canvass of said election, furnish a certificate of election to

898 each person shown to have been elected.

899 Section 45. 4~ FIRST ELECTION; DUTIES TO CALL. It shall
900 be the duty of the Town Council now in office to call and hold

901 the first election for members of the Town Council Cewneilmen

902 under this charter, which shall be held on the Second Tuesday in
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903 August, 1957, for the election of a Town Councilmember

904 covreitmarnr for Seats One, Two, Three and Four and for Mayor. The

905 election of the councilmembers Geuwrneitmarn for Seats One and Two

906 shall be for a two year term, commencing at 8: 00 O'Clock P. M.
907 on the fourth Tuesday in August, 1957, and the election of
908 councilmembers €Cewrneitmarn for Seats Three and Four and Mayor

909 shall be for a three year term, commencing at 8: 00 O'Clock P.
910 M. on the fourth Tuesday in August, 1957. The terms of all

911 councilmembers in office as of August 1, 2020, shall be extended

912 in order to accomplish the goal of holding the Town Council

913 elections on the general election date established by the

914 Florida Election Code. The election of councilmembers for Seats

915 3 and 4 and Mayor shall be held on November 8, 2022, in

9106 accordance with the Florida Election Code and thereafter the

917 councilmembers for Seats 3 and 4 and Mayor shall serve for a

918 four year term. The terms of councilmembers for Seats 1 and 2

919 shall be extended to the general election date established by

920 the Florida Election Code for the calendar year 2022, and

921 thereafter the councilmembers for Seats 1 and 2 shall serve for

922| a four year term. Fhereafter—all -members—of the TownCouneil
oh 11 leco a for o hi EEPNENEN rm

923| shaditb lected—for—a—thx year—Eerm

924 Section 46. #+2~ PUBLICITY OF RECORDS. All records and
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925 accounts of every office, department or agency of the town shall
926| Dbe open to inspection by any citizen, any representative of a
927 citizens' organization or any representative of the press at all
928 reasonable times and under reasonable regulations established by
929 the Town Council.

930 Section 47. 43= OFFICIAL BONDS. The Town Council shall

931 determine whether or not each officer, clerk, or employee shall
932 give bond, and the amount thereof, but all officers, clerks and
933 employees handling any funds or property of the town shall be
934 required to give bond to the town, which bonds shall be procured
935 from a regularly accredited surety company authorized to do

936 business under the laws of Florida, the premiums on such bonds

937 to be paid by the town. All such bonds shall be filed in the

938| office of the Town Clerk treasurer—and—ecollector.

939 Section 48. 4= OATH OF OFFICE. Every officer of the town
940 shall, before entering upon the duties of his or her office,
941 take and subscribe to the following ocath or affirmation, to be

942 filed and kept in the office of the town clerk:

943 "I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will support

944 the Constitution and will obey the laws of the United

945 States and of the State of Florida, that I will, in

946 all respects, observe the provisions of the charter
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947 and ordinances of the Town of Fort White, and will
948 faithfully discharge the duties of the office of
949 e e "
950 Section 49. 5~ EFFECT OF THIS CHARTER ON EXISTING LAW.

951 All laws and parts of laws relating to or affecting the town in
952 force when this charter shall take effect are hereby repealed
953 and superseded to the extent that the same are inconsistent with
954 the provisions of this charter.

955 Section 50. #6= WHEN GENERAL LAWS OF STATE APPLICABLE. All
956 general laws of the state, applicable to municipal corporations
957 now or which may hereafter be enacted, and which are not in

958 conflict with the provisions of this charter or with the

959| ordinances and resolutions hereafter enacted by the Town Council
960 shall be applicable to this town; provided, however, that

961| nothing contained in this charter shall be construed as limiting
962 the power of the Town Council to enact any ordinance or

963 resolution not in conflict with the Constitution of the state or
964| with the express provisions of this charter.

965 Section 51. ##= GENERAL LAW OF STATE GOVERNING CITY

966 COUNCILS TO APPLY TO TOWN COUNCILS. That any right or authority
967 given or permitted by the Constitution and laws of the State of

968 Florida to City Councils not inconsistent with the provisions of
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969 this Act shall be given, permitted and extended to the Town

970| Councilmen of the Town of Fort White.

971 Section 52. #8= DEDICATION OF STREETS. No street or alley
972 hereinafter dedicated to public use by the owner of any land
973| within the town shall be deemed a public street or alley, under
974 the care or control of the town, unless the dedication be

975 accepted and confirmed by ordinance passed for such purpose.
976 Section 53. #9= FISCAL YEAR. The fiscal year of the town
977 shall be from October JFampvary lst to September 30th Beecember
978| 33+st of each year.

979 Section 54. 86— EXECUTION OF CONTRACTS AND VALIDATION OF

980 TOWN WARRANTS FOR EXPENDITURE OF FUNDS. In addition to all other
981 requirements of this charter regarding contracts, no contract
982 entered into by the town shall be valid until executed on behalf

983 of the town by the Mayor or a Councilmember and Town Clerk. In

984 addition to all other requirements under this charter regarding
985 the disbursement or payment of town funds, no warrant for the
986| payment of town funds shall be valid unless signed by the Mayor
987| and the Town Clerk Fxreasuvrer. In addition to the requirements of
988 this section regarding the disbursement of funds, the Town

989| Council may, by ordinance, prescribe additional requirements.

990 Section 55. &%= SHORT TITLE. This charter, adopted by the
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991 people of the Town of Fort White, shall be known and may be

992 cited as the "Fort White Charter."

993 Section 56. 82 SEPARABILITY CLAUSE. If any section or part

994 of section of this charter shall be held invalid by a court of

995 competent Jjurisdiction, such holding shall not affect the

996 remainder of this charter nor the context in which such section

997 or part of section so hold invalid may appear, except to the

998 extent that an entire section or part of section may be

999 inseparably connected in meaning and effect with the section or
1000| part of section to which such holding shall directly apply.

1001 Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becoming a law.

Page 46 of46

CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions.
hb1043-00



