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A bill to be entitled
An act relating to service of process; amending s.
15.16, F.S.; authorizing the Department of State to
electronically receive service of process under ch.
48, F.S.; amending s. 48.061, F.S.; revising
procedures for service on partnerships, limited
liability partnerships, and limited partnerships;
amending s. 48.062, F.S.; defining the term
“registered foreign limited liability company”;
revising procedures for service on a domestic limited
liability company or registered foreign limited
liability company; amending s. 48.071, F.S.; providing
for service on nonresidents doing business in this
state by use of a commercial firm regularly engaged in
the business of document or package delivery; amending
s. 48.081, F.S.; defining the term “registered foreign
corporation”; revising requirements for service on a
domestic corporation or registered foreign
corporation; amending s. 48.091, F.S.; defining terms;
requiring designation of registered agents and
registered offices by certain partnerships,
corporations, and companies; specifying duties of a
registered agent; authorizing a person serving process
to serve certain persons under specified conditions;
amending s. 48.101, F.S.; providing for service on
dissolved corporations, dissolved limited liability
companies, dissolved limited partnerships, and
dissolved limited liability partnerships; creating s.

48.102, F.S.; authorizing service by other means in
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certain circumstances; amending s. 48.151, F.S.;
revising the applicability of provisions relating to
service on statutory agents for certain persons;
amending s. 48.161, F.S.; revising provisions relating
to substituted service; providing for substituted
service on individuals or corporations or other
business entities; specifying actions that may be
considered due diligence in effectuating service;
specifying when service is considered effectuated;
requiring the Department of State to maintain certain
records; amending s. 48.181, F.S.; defining the term
“foreign business entity”; revising provisions
relating to substituted service; providing for
substituted service on certain nonresidents and
foreign business entities and on individuals and
foreign business entities concealing their
whereabouts; amending s. 48.194, F.S.; revising
provisions relating to service outside this state but
within the United States; deleting provisions relating
to service outside the United States; creating s.
48.197, F.S.; providing for service in a foreign
country; creating s. 49.072, F.S.; providing for
service of process for removal of unknown parties in
possession of real property; amending s. 766.106,
F.S.; revising requirements for service of presuit
notice before filing a medical negligence complaint;
creating a rebuttable presumption that service was
received by a prospective defendant in certain

circumstances; providing court duties if service is
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challenged during subsequent litigation; revising
provisions concerning tolling of the statute of
limitations upon service of presuit notice by
specified means; amending ss. 495.145, 605.0117,
605.09091, ©605.0910, 605.1045, 607.0504, 607.1423,
607.15101, ©607.1520, 617.0504, 617.1510, 617.1520,
620.1117, 620.1907, 620.2105, 620.2109, 620.8915, and
620.8919, F.S.; conforming cross-references and
provisions to changes made by the act; providing

effective dates.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsection (3) of section 15.16, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

15.16 Reproduction of records; admissibility in evidence;
electronic receipt and transmission of records; certification;
acknowledgment.—

(3) The Department of State may cause to be received

electronically any records that are required or authorized to be

filed with it pursuant to chapter 48, chapter 55, chapter 117,

chapter 118, chapter 495, chapter 605, chapter 606, chapter 607,
chapter 610, chapter 617, chapter 620, chapter 621, chapter 679,
chapter 713, or chapter 865, through facsimile or other
electronic transfers, for the purpose of filing such records.
The originals of all such electronically transmitted records
must be executed in the manner provided in paragraph (5) (b). The
receipt of such electronic transfer constitutes delivery to the

department as required by law. The department may use electronic
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transmissions for purposes of notice in the administration of
chapters 48, 55, 117, 118, 495, 605, 606, 607, 610, 617, 620,
621, 679, and 713 and s. 865.09. The Department of State may
collect e-mail addresses for purposes of notice and
communication in the performance of its duties and may require
filers and registrants to furnish such e-mail addresses when
presenting documents for filing.

Section 2. Section 48.061, Florida Statutes, is amended to
read:

48.061 Service on partnerships, limited liability

partnerships, and limited partnerships.—

(1) (a) Process against a partnership that is not a limited

liability partnership or a limited partnership, including a

limited liability limited partnership, must shaltdt be served on

any partner and is as valid for service on the partnership as if

served on each individual partner.

1. If a partner is not available during regular business
hours to accept service on behalf of the partnership, he or she
may designate an employee or agent to accept such service.

2. After one attempt to serve a partner or designated

employee or agent for service of process has been made, process

may be served on a person in charge of the partnership during

regular business hours.

(b) If the partnership designated an agent when registering

as a general partnership with the Department of State, service

on the agent is as wvalid for service on the partnership as if

served on each individual partner; however, unless individual

partners are served, the plaintiff may only proceed to judgment

and execution against the assets of the partnership.
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(2) (a) Process against a domestic limited liability

partnership must first be served on the then-current registered

agent for service of process specified in its statement of

qualification, in its statement of qualification as amended or

restated, or as redesignated in its annual report or change of

agent filing and is as valid for service on the limited

liability partnership as if served on each individual partner.

If service cannot be made on the registered agent because the

domestic limited liability partnership ceases to have a

registered agent, or if the registered agent cannot otherwise be

served after one good faith attempt because of a failure to

comply with this chapter or chapter 620, the process may be

served on any partner.

1. If a partner is not available during regular business

hours to accept service on behalf of the partnership, he or she

may designate an employee to accept such service.

2. After one attempt to serve a partner or designated

employee has been made, process may be served on a person in

charge of the partnership during regular business hours.

(b) If, after due diligence, the process cannot be

completed under paragraph (a), the process may be served as

provided in s. 48.161 on the Secretary of State as an agent of

the domestic limited liability partnership or by order of the

court under s. 48.102.

(3) (a)1l. Process against a domestic limited partnership,

including a domestic limited liability limited partnership, must

first be served on the then-current agent for service of process

specified in its certificate of limited partnership, in its

certificate as amended or restated, or as redesignated in its
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146 annual report or change of agent filing and is as valid for

147 service on the domestic limited partnership as if served on each

148 individual general partner of the partnership.

149 2. If service cannot be made on the registered agent

150| Dbecause the domestic limited partnership or domestic limited

151 liability limited partnership ceases to have a registered agent,

152 or 1f the registered agent cannot otherwise be served following

153 one good faith attempt because of a failure to comply with this

154 chapter or chapter 620, the process may be served on any general

155| partner.

156 3. After service on a general partner or the registered

157 agent, the plaintiff may proceed to judgment and execution

158 against the assets of the domestic limited partnership or of

159| that general partner, unless the domestic limited partnership is

160 a limited liability limited partnership.

161 (b) If, after due diligence, the process cannot be

162 completed under paragraph (a), then process may be served as

163| provided in s. 48.161 on the Secretary of State as an agent of

164 the limited partnership or by order of the court under s.
165 48.102.

166 (4) (a) Process against a foreign limited liability

167| partnership that was required to comply with s. 620.9102 may be

168 served as prescribed under subsection (2).

169 (b) A foreign limited liability partnership engaging in

170| Dbusiness in this state but not registered is considered, for

171| purposes of service of process, a nonresident engaging in

172| Dbusiness in this state and may be served pursuant to s. 48.181

173| or by order of the court under s. 48.102.

174 (5) (a) Process against a foreign limited partnership that
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(3)42 If service cannot be made

o
T—C

on a registered agent of

the domestic limited liability company or registered foreign

limited liability company because the

domestic limited liability

company or registered foreign limited

liability company ceases

to have a registered agent, or if the

registered agent of the

domestic limited liability company or

registered foreign limited

liability company cannot otherwise be

served after one good

faith attempt because of a failure to

comply with this chapter

or chapter 605 er—beecause—thelimited liability companydees—mnet
Y I Y
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Iirabilsty componyr—domestEre—or—Fforergn, Tthe process may be

served on any of the following:
(a)
liability company or registered foreign limited liability
company. Sn—a memberof a member—monagedIimitedIiabitity
compatty
(b)
liability company or registered foreign limited liability
company. op—amanager—eof o monager—maraged—Timited—tiability
(c)

liability company or registered foreign limited liability

Any manager of a manager-managed domestic limited

Any member of a member-managed domestic limited

1r
o

Any person listed publicly by the domestic limited

company on its latest annual report, as most recently amended +E
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TCTO 1T

£ £
-

Page 9 of 48

CODING: Words strieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




262
263
264
265
266
267
268
269
270
271
272
273
274
275
276
277
278
279
280
281
282
283
284
285
286
287
288
289
290

Florida Senate - 2022 SB 1062

5-01098A-22

20221062

13 T a4z ANy PSSO “HN-F T PN E RPN Nft PN S8 SN e~ I =
i SN Sy @ R N S A Sy W uulllt/ull_y [y u.\_/\_/ctzt_ o T o o LV IO 3P Y S U e A W s (_/LL_L_CLLLt/L_ \awy
an vz PR 2 2 NN marn e s doar A A mer-] ~ n m=oA

=] 1=V & TIT TR E= J.I.Lulj.u\j Ly g A8 U_L\jllu (= oL lLLLJ_Lu_Y TTTOO Ly T [Iieaw 7
nroocoaaa o 12N anrizad n__+ ooy 2 Ao £ + 1ima+oad
LJJ—V\./ [y J.I.I.LA._Y Ly =] Vv oL 1T CTIT LJ o UTT 1T \_/J.J.(_A.J_\j . CIT i S ) ) R ey A\ 8

(4)3r If,

after due reasenablte diligence, the serviee—eof

process cannot be completed under subsection (2) and if either:

(a) The only person listed publicly by the domestic limited

liability company or registered foreign limited liability

company on its latest annual report, as most recently amended,

is also the registered agent on whom service was attempted under

subsection (2); or

(b) After due diligence,

service was attempted on at least

one person listed publicly by

the domestic limited liability

company or registered foreign

limited liability company on its

CODING: Words strieken are deletions;

latest annual report, as most recently amended, and cannot be
completed on such person under subsection (3) H43F)—er—subseetion
(2) 14

48.161 on

wponr the Secretary of State as an agent of

the service of process may be served as provided in s.

PR NEYS T R
oYy oot vct

the domestic limited liability company or the registered foreign

limited liability company or by order of the court under s.

418.102 as—provided—Ffor—n—s—48-18+.
(5)44)> If the address for the registered agent or any

person listed publicly by the domestic limited liability company

or registered foreign limited liability company on its latest

as most recently amended, member;—or manager 1s a

a private mailbox,

annual report,

residence, a virtual office, or an executive
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office or mini suite, service on the domestic limited liability

company or registered foreign limited liability company may be

made by serving any of the following:

(a) The registered agent of the domestic limited liability

company or registered foreign limited liability company, in

accordance with s. 48.031.

(b) Any person listed publicly by the domestic limited

liability company or registered foreign limited liability

company on its latest annual report, as most recently amended,

in accordance with s. 48.031.

(c) Any+ member+ or manager of the domestic limited

liability company or registered foreign limited liability

company, 1in accordance with s. 48.031.

(6) A foreign limited liability company engaging in

business in this state which is not registered is considered,

for purposes of service of process, a nonresident engaging in

business in this state and may be served pursuant to s. 48.181

or by order of the court under s. 48.102.

(7)45> This section does not apply to service of process on
insurance companies.

Section 4. Section 48.071, Florida Statutes, is amended to
read:

48.071 Service on agents of nonresidents doing business in
the state.—When any natural person or partnership not residing
or having a principal place of business in this state engages in
business in this state, process may be served on the person who
is in charge of any business in which the defendant is engaged
within this state at the time of service, including agents

soliciting orders for goods, wares, merchandise, or services.
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Any process so served is as valid as if served personally on the
nonresident person or partnership engaging in business in this
state in any action against the person or partnership arising

out of such business. A copy of such process with a notice of

service on the person in charge of such business must skaldt be

sent forthwith to the nonresident person or partnership by
registered mail; by e certified mail, return receipt requested;

or by use of a commercial firm regularly engaged in the business

of document or package delivery. The party seeking to effectuate

service, or the attorney for such party, shall prepare~ an

affidavit of compliance with this section which must shkalt be

filed before the return day or within such further time as the
court may allow.

Section 5. Section 48.081, Florida Statutes, is amended to
read:

48.081 Service on a domestic corporation or registered

foreign corporation.—

(1) As used in this section, the term “registered foreign

corporation” means a foreign corporation that has an active

certificate of authority to transact business in this state

pursuant to a record filed with the Department of State.

(2) A domestic corporation or a registered foreign

corporation may be served with process required or authorized by

law by service on its registered agent designated by the

corporation under chapter 607 or chapter 617, as applicable.

(3) If service cannot be made on a registered agent of the

domestic corporation or registered foreign corporation because

the domestic corporation or registered foreign corporation

ceases to have a registered agent, or if the registered agent of
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the domestic corporation or registered foreign corporation

cannot otherwise be served after one good faith attempt because

of a failure to comply with this chapter, chapter 607, or

chapter 617, as applicable, the process may be served on either

of the following Preeess—againstany private—ecorporationy

domaoat 1 ~ r £
SoOmco T C—O T ——=

rad e masz carszad.
AR SR ¥ Ty OoCT— ST vCd.

H

(a) The chair of the board of directors, ©r the president,

any ©¥ vice president, the secretary, or the treasurer er—eother

kead of the domestic corporation or registered foreign

corporation.+

(b) Any person listed publicly by the domestic corporation

or registered foreign corporation on its latest annual report,

as most recently amended Fn—the absenceof any person—deseribed

] NN NN N N 2 () " +h K +
T poartagrapit (a7 Ot T T

H

() Trn +h S oA ~ £ ansr v onn Aol A g o o e oy

7 E SR CHEAS N SASAST A AR S S ¥ 5 A SASR Sy ASS S RS AS S ASE SE S SASES HE S e T E I T
() NN N N N 2 TAZNAY E S NN VNP N SN 2 (~\ n__ansz £fL£1 A" r hitoa oo
(o7 PorrtagTtapit (O 7 O poragrapit (T 7 Ot oifty Ot CCT O O usTitesSS
Sexant g A4 o 2 ot
oottt oot i caS—stacc.

(4) If, after due diligence, the process cannot be

completed under subsection (2) and if either:

(a) The only person listed publicly by the domestic

corporation or registered foreign corporation on its latest

annual report, as most recently amended, is also the registered

agent on whom service was attempted under subsection (2); or

(b) After due diligence, service was attempted on at least

one person listed publicly by the domestic corporation or

registered foreign corporation on its latest annual report, as
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(1) As used in this section, the term:

(a) “Registered foreign corporation” and “registered

foreign limited liability company” have the same meanings as in

ss. 48.081 and 48.062, respectively.

(b) “Registered foreign limited liability partnership” or

“registered foreign limited partnership” means a foreign limited

liability partnership or foreign limited partnership that has an

active certificate of authority to transact business in this

state pursuant to a record filed with the Department of State.

(2) Every domestic limited liability partnership; domestic

limited partnership, including limited liability limited

partnerships; domestic corporation; domestic limited liability

company; registered foreign limited liability partnership;

registered foreign limited partnership, including limited

liability limited partnerships; registered foreign corporation;

and registered foreign limited liability company Flerids

PP I S| N - P LN P S LN e, B I = RPN -
\./UJ_t/UJ_(./LL./_LUJ.J. (Y wLw 5 \_/V\_/J—-Y J_UJ_\_,_L&J.J. \_/UJ_t/UJ_(_/LL_,_LUJ.J. TV \1uu_L_LJ__L\_/\A. A\
heraaftazr eomao 2 L0030 & TR TR PP PSS IV S, AN S g shall
ITCTC T CTTO I CTT \.iuu_L_L_L_Y_Lll\j ja CLrrOaTlroaocT T Ly o LITTCTWO O =TT CITT 1O O C OO CT

designate a registered agent and registered office in accordance
with chapter 605, part—TF—of chapter 607, chapter 617, or chapter
620, as applicable.

(3)42>r Every domestic limited liability partnership;

domestic limited partnership, including limited liability

limited partnerships; domestic corporation; domestic limited

liability company; registered foreign limited liability

partnership; registered foreign limited partnership, including

limited liability limited partnerships; registered foreign

corporation; registered foreign limited liability company; and

domestic or foreign general partnership that elects to designate
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a registered agent, shall cause the designated registered agent

to eeorporatieon—shaltt keep the designated registered office open
from at least 10 a.m. to 12 noon each day except Saturdays,

Sundays, and legal holidays, and shall cause the designated

registered agent to keep one or more individuals who are, or are

representatives of, the designated registeredagents—on whom

the—name—of—+ts registered agent on whom process may be served

at the office during these hours.

(4) A person attempting to serve process pursuant to this

section on a registered agent that is other than a natural

person may serve the process on any employee of the registered

agent. A person attempting to serve process pursuant to this

section on a natural person, if the natural person is

temporarily absent from his or her office, may serve the process

during the first attempt at service on any employee of such

natural person.

(5) The registered agent shall promptly forward copies of

the process and any other papers received in connection with the

service to a responsible person in charge of the business

entity. Failure to comply with this subsection does not

invalidate the service of process.

Section 7. Section 48.101, Florida Statutes, is amended to
read:

48.101 Service on dissolved corporations, dissolved limited

liability companies, dissolved limited partnerships, and

dissolved limited liability partnerships.—
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(1) Process against the directors of any corporation that
whieh was dissolved before July 1, 1990, as trustees of the
dissolved corporation must shadt+ be served on one or more of the
directors of the dissolved corporation as trustees thereof and

binds all of the directors of the dissolved corporation as

trustees thereof Procaaa o amad Sy +hear A1 oo 1z

. TTETOCCSo—TaSaoxrirtotc oty Ottt OSSO veES
PaWANE VL NPNE A NE S BNE NP NN B R =N anrizaAd a9 A~ A N~ with o 4Q NQ1
COoOPOTTa oSt r=— O SCEveEO T aCCOoTTConCe—wIrtr—S TO T UO T,

(2) (a) Process against any other dissolved domestic

corporation must be served in accordance with s. 48.081.

(b) In addition, provided that service was first properly

attempted on the registered agent pursuant to s. 48.081(2), but

was not successful, service may then be attempted as required

under s. 48.081(3). In addition to the persons listed in s.

48.081(3), service may then be attempted on the person appointed

by the circuit court as the trustee, custodian, or receiver
under s. 607.1405(0) .

(c) A party attempting to serve a dissolved domestic for-

profit corporation under this section may petition the court to

appoint one of the persons specified in s. 607.1405(6) to

receive service of process on behalf of the corporation.

(3) (a) Process against any dissolved domestic limited

liability company must be served in accordance with s. 48.062.

(b) In addition, provided that service was first properly

attempted on the registered agent pursuant to s. 48.062(2), but

was not successful, service may then be attempted as required

under s. 48.062(3). In addition to the persons listed in s.

48.062(3), service on a dissolved domestic limited liability

company may be made on the person appointed as the ligquidator,

trustee, or receiver under s. 605.07009.
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523 (c) A party attempting to serve a dissolved domestic

524 limited liability company under this section may petition the

525| court to appoint one of the persons specified in s. 605.0709(5)

526| to receive service of process on behalf of the limited liability

527 company.

528 (4) Process against any dissolved domestic limited

529| partnership must be served in accordance with s. 48.061.

530 Section 8. Section 48.102, Florida Statutes, 1is created to
531 read:
532 48.102 Service by other means.—If, after due diligence, a

533| party seeking to effectuate service is unable to effectuate

534| personal service of process on a domestic or foreign

535| corporation; a domestic or foreign general partnership,

536| including a limited liability partnership; a domestic or foreign

537 limited partnership, including a limited liability limited

538| partnership; or a domestic or foreign limited liability company,

539| the court, upon motion and a showing of such inability, may

540 authorize service in any other manner that the party seeking to

541| effectuate service shows will be reasonably effective to give

542 the entity on which service is sought to be effectuated actual

543 notice of the suit. Such other manners of service may include

544 service electronically by social media, e-mail, or other

545 technology.

546 Section 9. Subsection (2) of section 48.151, Florida

547 Statutes, 1is amended to read:

548 48.151 Service on statutory agents for certain persons.—
549 (2) This section does not apply to substituted service of
550| process under s. 48.161 or s. 48.181 emn—renresidents.

551 Section 10. Section 48.161, Florida Statutes, is amended to
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read:

48.161 Method of substituted service on

(1)

on a nonresident individual or a

When authorized by law,

SB 1062

20221062
nonresident.—
substituted service of process

corporation or other business

entity incorporated or formed under the laws

of any other state,

territory, or commonwealth, or the laws of any foreign country,
r o rearonr ok conanaanal o e o hor ghaoaraoh 1t s aawtza oA~y o

may O T tJC.LLJ\Jll WITT CUUITTC TT IO T1T 15 O T WITC T T TIOoOU O T O LJ_Y LJC.LVLLL\j =

pubtieofficer designated by taw—shalt be made by sending

teaving a copy of the process to

the office of the Secretary of

State by personal delivery; by registered mail; witha fee-of
SQ B s+ + 1 Nkl 4 ~ fFff- r 2 e ~ ~ £ ~ + I~z

LAY T W I CTT T t/u)\_j_l__l_p |\ N N E WL S A LI T1T 15 7 T |\ N R S W ey 7 LJ_Y
matting—the—ecopies by certified mail, return receipt requested;

by use of a

commercial firm regularly engaged in the business of

document or package delivery;

or by electronic transmission +e

o+ £
(= (=

T .

The service is sufficient

service on a party that defendant—whe has appointed or is deemed

to have appointed the Secretary of State a—publieeofficer

as

such party’s his

1
o=

her agent for £he service of process.

The

Secretary of State shall keep a record of all process served on

the Secretary of State showing the day and hour of service.

(2) Notice of service and a

copy of the process must shalt

be sent forthwith by the party effectuating service or by such

party’s attorney by registered mail;

by registered—eor certified

mail, return receipt requested;

or by use of a commercial firm

regularly engaged in the business of document or package

delivery. In addition,

if the parties have recently and

regularly used e-mail,

social media,

or other electronic means

to communicate between themselves,

the notice of service and a

copy of the process must be sent by such electronic means or,

if
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the party is being served by substituted service, the notice of

service and a copy of the process must be served at such party’s

last known physical address and, if applicable, last known

electronic address. The party effectuating service shall file

proof of service or return receipts showing delivery to the

other party by mail or courier and by electronic means, if

electronic means were used, unless the party is actively

refusing or rejecting the delivery of the notice. An by—the

nlatn+a £ r o r ey b~ A7 +1h Adoafando~+ ENEA S 2N
t/_l_u T | P S - A T1T 15 7 T | & S s e W J.J.\_,_Y ja T \A.\./J_\./J.J.\A.(.A.J.J.L./, TTITCr T

, . . . .
defendant!ls—return—receipt—and—+the affidavit of compliance of

the party effectuating service ptaintiff or such party’s his—er

n
T

ker attorney must ef—ecempltiance—shallt be filed within 40 days

after enr—orPbefore the date returnday of service on the

@D

Secretary of State preeess or within such additional time as the

court allows. The affidavit of compliance must set forth the

facts that justify substituted service under this section and

that show due diligence was exercised in attempting to locate

and effectuate personal service on the party before using

substituted service under this section. The party effectuating

service does not need to allege in its original or amended

complaint the facts required to be set forth in the affidavit of

compliance.

(3) When an individual or a business entity conceals its

whereabouts, the party seeking to effectuate service, after

exercising due diligence to locate and effectuate personal

service, may use substituted service pursuant to subsection (1)

in connection with any action in which the court has

jurisdiction over such individual or business entity. The party

seeking to effectuate service must also comply with subsection
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639| during the hours when such party is likely to be found, using

640 reasonably available resources to the party seeking to secure

641 service of process.

642 (5)42)> If any individual persern on whom service of process

043 is authorized under subsection (1) dies, service may be made in
644 the same manner on his or her administrator, executor, curator,

645| or personal representative in—the—same manner.

646 (9) 43> This section does not apply to persons on whom

647 service 1s authorized under s. 48.151.

648 (6) 44> The Secretary of State publieeoffiecer may designate

649| an individual seme—etherpersen in his or her office to accept

650 service.

651 (7) Service of process is effectuated under this section on

652 the date the service is received by the Department of State.

653 (8) The Department of State shall maintain a record of each

654| process served pursuant to this section and record the time of

655 and the action taken regarding the service.

656 Section 11. Section 48.181, Florida Statutes, is amended to
657 read:
658 48.181 Substituted service on nonresidents and foreign

659| business entities menresident engaging in business in state or

660 concealing their whereabouts.—

661 (1) As used in this section, the term “foreign business

662 entity” means any corporation or other business entity that is

663 incorporated, formed, or existing under the laws of any other

664 state, territory, or commonwealth, or the laws of any foreign

665 country.
666 (2) The acceptance by any individual persen—eor—personsy

667 | Individually er asseociated together asa copartnershipor—any

Page 23 of 48
CODING: Words striekern are deletions; words underlined are additions.




668
669
670
671
672
673
674
675
676
677
678
679
680
681
682
683
684
685
686
687
688
689
690
691
692
693
694
695
696

CODING: Words strieken are deletions;

Florida Senate - 2022 SB 1062

ol

~01098A-22 20221062
e g £
AL UP i o O O L__Yt/c O

asseeiatiens who is a resident are

residents of any other state, territory, or commonwealth, or of

any foreign e+ country, or by any foreign business entity and
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at a4 r o~ e r ey gy~ o 1 1
State—OoFrFr—ConCtCCarS TSSOt et W reaooutSy of the prl'\)llege

extended by law to nonresidents amd—ethers to operate, conduct,
engage in, or carry on a business or business venture in this
£he state, or to have an office or agency in this €he state, is
deemed to constitute eemstituwtes an appointment by the

individual or persems—and foreign business entity eerpeoratiens
of the Secretary of State of this £he state as its £heir agent

on whom a3+ process in any action or proceeding against the

individual or business entity +hem, or any combination thereof

ef—them, arising out of any transaction or operation connected
with or incidental to the business or business venture may be

served as substituted service in accordance with this chapter.

The acceptance of the privilege is signification of the

agreement of the respective individual or persems—and foreign

business entity eerpoeratiens that the process served against it

£hem 1in accordance with this chapter whieh—3s——se——served is of

the same validity as if served personally on the individual

persens or foreign business entity cerperatiens.
(3)42r If a foreign business entity eerperatien has

registered to do business a—residentagent—or offieer in this

£he state and has maintained its registration in an active

status or otherwise continued to have a registered agent,

personal service of process must first shatt be attempted served

on the foreign business entity in the manner and order of
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priority described in this chapter as applicable to the foreign

business entity. If, after due diligence, the party seeking to

effectuate service of process is unable to effectuate service of

process on the registered agent or other official as provided in

this chapter, the party may use substituted service of process

on the Secretary of State resident—agent—oreofficer.

(4) Any individual or foreign business entity that conceals

its whereabouts is deemed to have appointed the Secretary of

State as its agent on whom all process may be served, in any

action or proceeding against it, or any combination thereof,

arising out of any transaction or operation connected with or

incidental to any business or business venture carried on in

this state by such individual or foreign business entity.

(5)43>r Any individual or foreign business entity that

person—firmy—or corporation—whieh sells, consigns, or leases by

any means whatsoever tangible or intangible personal property,

through brokers, jobbers, wholesalers, or distributors to any

individual pe¥sen, f£irm—e¥r corporation, or other business

entity in this state is conclusively presumed to be both engaged
in substantial and not isolated activities within this state and
operating, conducting, engaging in, or carrying on a business or
business venture in this state.

(6) Service pursuant to this section must be effectuated in

the manner prescribed by s. 48.161.
Section 12. Subsections (1) and (2) of section 48.194,

Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

48.194 Personal service in another euwtside state,

territory, or commonwealth of the United States.—

(1) Except as otherwise provided herein, service of process
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on a party in another persens—euvtside—eof+this state, territory,

or commonwealth of the United States must shatt be made in the

same manner as service within this state by any officer persen

authorized to serve process in the state where service shall be

made £he—persen—is—served. No order of court is required. An

affidavit of the officer must be filed, stating the time,

manner, and place of service. The A court may consider the

affidavit retwra—-of-service form deseribed—ins+—48-2%, or any

other competent evidence, in determining whether service has

) When where in rem or quasi in rem relief is sought in a

foreclosure proceeding as defined by s. 702.09, and the address

of the person to be served is known, service of process on a

person in another state, territory, or commonwealth ewtside of

the United States this—state—where—the address—ef+the persen—teo

be—served—is—krewn may be made by registered mail as follows:

(a) The party’s attorney or the party, if the party is not
represented by an attorney, shall place a copy of the original
process and the complaint, petition, or other initial pleading
or paper and, if applicable, the order to show cause issued
pursuant to s. 702.10 in a sealed envelope with adequate postage
addressed to the person to be served.

(b) The envelope must shaltd be placed in the mail as
registered mail.

(c) Service under this subsection is deemed shall—be
considered obtained upon the signing of the return receipt by
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755 the person allowed to be served by law.
756 Section 13. Section 48.197, Florida Statutes, is created to
757 read:
758 48.197 Service in a foreign country.—
759 (1) Service of process may be effectuated in a foreign

760 country upon a party, other than a minor or an incompetent

761| person, as provided in any of the following:

762 (a) By any internationally agreed-upon means of service

763| reasonably calculated to give actual notice of the proceedings,

764 such as those authorized by the Hague Convention on the Service

765| Abroad of Judicial and Extrajudicial Documents in Civil or

766 Commercial Matters.

767 (b) If there is no internationally agreed-upon means of

768 service, or if an international agreement allows but does not

769 specify other means, by a method reasonably calculated to give

770 actual notice of the proceedings:

771 1. As prescribed by the foreign country’s law for service

772 in that country in an action in its courts of general

773 jurisdiction;

774 2. As the foreign authority directs in response to a letter

775 rogatory or letter of request; or

776 3. Unless prohibited by the foreign country’s law, by:

777 a. If serving an individual, delivering a copy of the

778 summons and of the complaint to the individual personally; or

779 b. Using any form of mail which the clerk addresses and

780 sends to the party and which requires a signed receipt.

781 (c) Pursuant to motion and order by the court, by other

782| means, including electronically by social media, e-mail, or

783 other technology, which the party seeking service shows is
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reasonably calculated to give actual notice of the proceedings

and is not prohibited by international agreement, as the court

orders.

(2) Service of process may be effectuated in a foreign

country upon a minor or an incompetent person in the manner

prescribed by subparagraph (1) (b)1., subparagraph (1) (b)2., or

paragraph (1) (c).
Section 14. Section 49.072, Florida Statutes, is created to

read:

49.072 Service of process for removal of unknown parties in

possession.—

(1) This section applies only to actions governed by s.

51.011 and only to the extent that such actions seek relief for

the removal of unknown parties in possession of real property.

The provisions of this section are cumulative to other

provisions of law or rules of court about service of process,

and all other such provisions are cumulative to this section.

(2) A summons must be issued in the name of “Unknown Party

in Possession” when the name of an occupant of real property is

not known to the plaintiff and the property occupied by the

unknown party is identified in the complaint and summons. A

separate summons must be issued for each such unknown occupant.

(3) The plaintiff shall attempt to serve the summons on any

unknown occupant of the property described in the summons and

complaint. If service on the unknown occupant is not effectuated

on the first attempt, at least two further attempts must be

made. The three attempts to obtain service must be made once

during business hours, once during nonbusiness hours, and once

on a weekend. The process server shall make an inquiry as to the
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name of the unknown occupant at the time of service. The return

of service must note the name of the occupant if obtained by the

process server or state that the name of the occupant could not

be obtained after inquiry. If the name of the occupant becomes

known to the plaintiff through the return of service or

otherwise, without notice or hearing thereon, all subsequent

proceedings must be conducted under the true name of such

occupant and all prior proceedings are deemed amended

accordingly.

(4) If service is not effectuated on an unknown party in

possession after two attempts to obtain service as provided in

subsection (3), and even if an unknown party in possession is

served as provided in subsection (3), service of process must

also be made on unknown parties by both of the following means:

(a) By attaching the summons and complaint to a conspicuous

location on the premises involved in the proceedings.

(b) Upon issuance of the summons, by the plaintiff

providing the clerk of the court with one additional copy of the

summons and complaint for each unknown occupant and a prestamped

envelope for each unknown occupant addressed to the unknown

occupant at the address of the premises involved in the

proceedings. The clerk of the court shall immediately mail a

copy of the summons and complaint by first-class mail, note the

fact of mailing in the docket, and file a certificate in the

court file of the fact and date of mailing. The clerk of the

court shall charge such fees for such services as provided by

law.

(5) Service is effective on the unknown party in

possession, regardless of whether personal service is made, on
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the later of the date of attaching the summons and complaint to

a conspicuous location on the premises or upon mailing; however,

at least 5 days must have elapsed after the date of service

before a judgment for final removal of the unknown party in

possession may be entered.

(6) The judgment and writ of possession must refer to any

unknown party in possession by name if the name is shown on the

return of service or is otherwise known to the plaintiff. If the

name of any unknown party in possession is not shown on the

return of service or otherwise known to the plaintiff and

service has been effectuated as provided in this section, the

judgment and writ of possession must refer to each such person

”

as “Unknown Party in Possession,” and the writ of possession

must be executed by the sheriff by dispossessing the occupants

and placing the plaintiff in possession of the property.

Section 15. Effective upon this act becoming a law,
subsection (2), paragraph (a) of subsection (3), and subsection
(4) of section 766.106, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

766.106 Notice before filing action for medical negligence;
presuit screening period; offers for admission of liability and
for arbitration; informal discovery; review.—

(2) PRESUIT NOTICE.—

(a) After completion of presuit investigation pursuant to
s. 766.203(2) and before prier—+te filing a complaint for medical
negligence, a claimant shall notify each prospective defendant

of intent to initiate litigation for medical negligence by at

least one of the following verifiable means:

1. United States Postal Service certified mail, return

receipt requested;
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2. United States Postal Service mail with a tracking

number;

3. An interstate commercial mail carrier or delivery

service; or

4. A certified process server as provided in s. 48.27

making service in accordance with chapter 48.

(b) Proof of service made pursuant to this subsection and

delivered to an address on file with the Department of Health,

the Secretary of State, or the Agency for Health Care

Administration creates a rebuttable presumption that service was

received by the prospective defendant. If service is challenged

during subsequent litigation, an evidentiary hearing must be

held by the court to determine whether the prospective defendant

or a person legally related to the prospective defendant was

provided notice pursuant to this subsection and, if so, the date

B
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(c) Notice to each prospective defendant must include, if
available, a list of all known health care providers seen by the
claimant for the injuries complained of subsequent to the
alleged act of negligence, all known health care providers
during the 2-year period before prier—+e the alleged act of
negligence who treated or evaluated the claimant, copies of all
of the medical records relied upon by the expert in signing the
affidavit, and the executed authorization form provided in s.
766.1065.

(d)+b) Following the initiation of a suit alleging medical
negligence with a court of competent jurisdiction, and service

of the complaint upon a prospective defendant, the claimant
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900 shall provide a copy of the complaint to the Department of
901 Health and, if the complaint involves a facility licensed under
902 chapter 395, the Agency for Health Care Administration. The
903| requirement of providing the complaint to the Department of
904| Health or the Agency for Health Care Administration does not
905 impair the claimant’s legal rights or ability to seek relief for
906 his or her claim. The Department of Health or the Agency for
907| Health Care Administration shall review each incident that is
908 the subject of the complaint and determine whether it involved
909| conduct by a licensee which is potentially subject to

910| disciplinary action, in which case, for a licensed health care

911 practitioner, +theprovisiens—of s. 456.073 applies appty and,

as—ef part I of chapter 395

<71 o2
A my e

912 for a licensed facility, £he—p

913 applies appty.
914 (3) PRESUIT INVESTIGATION BY PROSPECTIVE DEFENDANT.—

B

915 (a) A me suit may not be filed for a period of 90 days
916 after notice is delivered maited to any prospective defendant.
917 During the 90-day period, the prospective defendant or the

918| prospective defendant’s insurer or self-insurer shall conduct a

919| review as provided in s. 766.203(3) to determine the liability

920 of the prospective defendant. Each insurer or self-insurer shall

921 have a procedure for the prompt investigation, review, and
922 evaluation of claims during the 90-day period. This procedure
923| must shadt+ include one or more of the following:

924 1. Internal review by a duly qualified claims adjuster;
925 2. Creation of a panel comprised of an attorney

926| knowledgeable in the prosecution or defense of medical

927| negligence actions, a health care provider trained in the same

928 or similar medical specialty as the prospective defendant, and a
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929| duly qualified claims adjuster;

930 3. A contractual agreement with a state or local

931| professional society of health care providers, which maintains a
932| medical review committee; or

933 4. Any other similar procedure which fairly and promptly

934 evaluates the pending claim.

935
936| Each insurer or self-insurer shall investigate the claim in good
937 faith, and both the claimant and prospective defendant shall

938| cooperate with the insurer in good faith. If the insurer

939| requires, a claimant must shal+ appear before a pretrial

940 screening panel or before a medical review committee and shall
941 submit to a physical examination, if required. Unreasonable

942 failure of any party to comply with this section justifies

943| dismissal of claims or defenses. There shall be no civil

944 liability for participation in a pretrial screening procedure 1if
945| done without intentional fraud.

946 (4) SERVICE OF PRESUIT NOTICE AND TOLLING.—The notice of
947| intent to initiate litigation must shald: be served within the

948 time limits set forth in s. 95.11. However, upon mailing of the

949| notice of intent to initiate litigation, as provided in

950 subparagraph (2) (a)l., subparagraph (2) (a)2., or subparagraph

951 (2) (a)3., and during the 90-day period provided in subsection

952 (3), the statute of limitations is tolled as to all prospective
953| petentiat defendants. If the notice of intent to initiate

954 litigation is served by a certified process server as provided

955 in subparagraph (2) (a)4., the statute of limitations is tolled

956| wupon the certified process server’s first attempt to serve the

957| prospective defendant and continues during the 90-day period as
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to all prospective defendants. Upon stipulation by the parties,

the 90-day period may be extended and the statute of limitations
is tolled during any such extension. Upon receiving notice of

termination of negotiations in an extended period, the claimant
shall have 60 days or the remainder of the period of the statute
of limitations, whichever is greater, within which to file suit.

Section 16. Section 495.145, Florida Statutes, 1s amended
to read:

495.145 Forum for actions regarding registration.—An action
seeking cancellation of a registration of a mark registered
under this chapter may be brought in any court of competent
jurisdiction in this state. Service of process on a nonresident
registrant may be made in accordance with ss. 48.161 and 48.181

5+—48-38%+. The department may shatd+ not be made a party to

cancellation proceedings.
Section 17. Section 605.0117, Florida Statutes, is amended

to read:

605.0117 Serving Serwviee—eof process, giving notice, or
making a demand.—

(1) Process against a limited liability company or

registered foreign limited liability company may be served in

accordance with s. 48.062 and chapter 48 or chapter 49 with

2 i S N TN R R, TR, S, O U [ S I =P Sy

i S [ S ) ) _L_L().J\J_L_L_LL,_Y \/U,llltJ().ll_Y A - \j_LOL, - A8 i S _L\jll
I I I I, I S comean coanana + Motz A ot o me o +
[ N ) ) N Sy S WSl W 4 _L_L().J\J_L_L_LL,_Y \/UllltJ().ll_y C T o T O \—awy TTCTOV O J_C\j_l_o CcC T 1T T ().\jcllb O
e P R S P SRy R, WS, S | AT e s
J S [ S J_\_,g_l_bh) C T 1T L/L\j\_zllk. % 5 i i A L N W I CTT T O o UTITOD 1T M_L_L_Ly\_/ll Ay A
o S | U S I AN, (S s s VN T
[S A \_/\.A., T tJJ_\J\./\_/QQ J_\_/\iu_LJ_\_/\.A. A LJ\_/J_lI.l_LL.L.\_/M LJ_Y LCTUVV ll.lL/L_Y LT O CCTTE T
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(3) A registered series of a foreign series limited

liability company may be served in the same manner as a

registered limited liability company.

(4) 48> This section does not affect the right to serve

process, give notice, or make a demand in any other manner

provided by law.

Section 18. Subsection (1) of section 605.09091, Florida
Statutes, i1is amended to read:

605.09091 Judicial review of denial of reinstatement.—

(1) If the department denies a foreign limited liability
company’s application for reinstatement after revocation of its

certificate of authority, the department must shald serve the

foreign limited liability company, pursuant to s. 605.0117(2) s+

605043+ 7++H-, with a written notice that explains the reason or

1
-

reasons for the denial.

Section 19. Paragraphs (f) and (g) of subsection (1) and
subsection (2) of section 605.0910, Florida Statutes, are
amended to read:

605.0910 Withdrawal and cancellation of certificate of
authority.—

(1) To cancel its certificate of authority to transact
business in this state, a foreign limited liability company must
deliver to the department for filing a notice of withdrawal of
certificate of authority. The certificate of authority is
canceled when the notice becomes effective pursuant to s.
605.0207. The notice of withdrawal of certificate of authority
must be signed by an authorized representative and state the
following:

(f) A mailing address and an e-mail address to which a
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1045 party seeking to effectuate service of process the—department
1046| may send mait a copy of any process served on the Secretary of

1047 State under paragraph (e).
1048 (g) A commitment to notify the department in the future of
1049| any change in its mailing address or e-mail address.

1050 (2) After the withdrawal of the foreign limited liability

1051 company is effective, service of process on the Secretary of
1052 State using the procedures set forth in s. 48.161 under—this

1053| wseetieorn is service on the foreign limited liability company.

1054| bUpen—reeceipt—ofthe process;—Ethe department—shall mail acopyv—of
1055| +£hepreocess—+to—the foreign limited liability company at—the

1056| maitingaddress—set—forth vnder paoragraph—++5

1057 Section 20. Paragraph (f) of subsection (2) of section

1058 605.1045, Florida Statutes, i1s amended to read:

1059 605.1045 Articles of conversion.—

1060 (2) The articles of conversion must contain the following:
1061 (f) If the converted entity is a foreign entity that does

1062 not have a certificate of authority to transact business in this
1063 state, a mailing address and an e-mail address to which a party

1064 seeking to effectuate service of process thedepartment may send
1065 any process served on the Secretary of State department pursuant
1066| to s. 605.0117 and chapter 48.

1067 Section 21. Section 607.0504, Florida Statutes, is amended

1068 to read:

1069 607.0504 Serving Serviee—of process, giving notice, or
1070 making a demand on a corporation.—
1071 (1) A corporation may be served with process required or

1072 authorized by law in accordance with s. 48.081 and chapter 48 or

)

+
T .

@D

T

1073| chapter 49 by —servingeonits—registered

A
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47> Any notice or demand on a foreign corporation under
this chapter may be given or made+ to the chair of the board,
the president, or the

any vice president, the secretary,

treasurer of the foreign corporation; to the registered agent of
the foreign corporation at the registered office of the foreign
corporation in this state; or to any other address in this state

which £hat is in fact the principal office of the foreign

corporation in this state.

(3)48)> This section does not affect the right to serve

process, give notice, or make a demand in any other manner

provided by law.
Section 24. Paragraph (f) of subsection (1) and subsection
(2) of section 607.1520,

0607.1520 Withdrawal and cancellation of certificate of

Florida Statutes, are amended to read:
authority for foreign corporation.—

(1) To cancel its certificate of authority to transact
business in this state, a foreign corporation must deliver to
the department for filing a notice of withdrawal of certificate
of authority. The certificate of authority is canceled when the
notice of withdrawal becomes effective pursuant to s. 607.0123.
The notice of withdrawal of certificate of authority must be
signed by an officer or director and state the following:

(f) A mailing address and an e-mail address to which a

party seeking to effectuate service of process the——seceretary—of

state may send mait a copy of any process served on the

Secretary of State under paragraph (e).
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(2)

effective,

After the withdrawal of the foreign corp
service of process on the Secretary of

48.10]1 uvnder—this seetion 1is

I

the procedures in s.

.

SB 1062

20221062
oration is
State using

service on the

foreign corporation. oR—re £k

q

oP

’('

(1) (3)

are amended to read:

Section 25. Subsections and of secti

Florida Statutes,
617.0504 Serving

([QFSNEVE T
o T v

£ process,

B
T

& giving
making a demand on a corporation.—
(1)
accordance with s.
(3)

necessarily the required means,

Process against any corporation may be s

48.081 and chapter 48 or chapt

of serving proces

This section does not prescribe the only means,

on 617.0504,

notice, or
erved in
er 49.

or

S, giving

notice, or making a demand on a corporation.

Section 26. Section 617.1510, Florida Statut

to read:
617.1510 Serving

Qnrxza ~
o TV ICT

of giving

process,

making a demand on a foreign corporation.—

es, 1s amended

notice, or

(1) Process against a foreign corporation may be served in
accordance with s. 48.081 and chapter 48 or chapter 49 The
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delivering an application to the Department of State for filing.

The application must shad+ be made on forms prescribed and

furnished by the Department of State and must shatt set forth
all of the following:

(a) The name of the foreign corporation and the
jurisdiction under the law under ef which it is incorporated.s

(b) That it is not conducting its affairs in this state and
that it surrenders its authority to conduct its affairs in this
state.+

(c) That it revokes the authority of its registered agent

to accept service on its behalf and appoints the Secretary of

State bepartment—eof State as its agent for service of process

based on a cause of action arising during the time it was
authorized to conduct its affairs in this state.s

(d) A mailing address and an e-mail address to which a

party seeking to effectuate service of process thePbepartment—of

State may send mait a copy of any process served on it under
L—and

(e) A commitment to notify the Department of State in the

paragraph (c)

future of any change in its mailing address or e-mail address.

(3) After the withdrawal of the corporation is effective,

service of process in accordance with s. 48.161 en—%the

D Ll 2 A W i 11~ A +h a1 o o o
= CItCIr T orrr Cirto oCctT

SR 1S

service on the foreign

o
A e

corporation. Upon—receipt—ofthe process;—the Department—of

(QESIN S ah 11 ma1 ] oIy 7 £ + 1 nrooca~aaa + + 1 forand

T CTOOCTT [0 | & = g =y 9§ 4 @ npm p L \/UtJ_Y A\ - CTITCT tJ_LU\/COO \—awy T _LU_LC_L\jll

PPN NN T n a+ +1h mat T amey v~ andt LAt o r b~~~ n

\/U_LtJU_L().L,_LULI (& e CTIT lll()._l__l__l_ll\j (&AW AW g [(=xe) [=] L3 T O 1T CTIT |y aw - [SAvE W) o CITOUIT
Section 28. Section 620.1117, Florida Statutes, is amended

to read:
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46> This section does not affect the right to serve

process, give notice, or make a demand in any other manner

provided by law.

Section 29. Subsection (5) of section 620.1907, Florida
Statutes, 1s amended to read:

620.1907 Cancellation of certificate of authority; effect
of failure to have certificate.—

(5) If a foreign limited partnership transacts business in
this state without a certificate of authority or cancels its

certificate of authority, it may be served under s. 48.061(5) (b)
] g . 1imd i b R . ] g

Q4 o PN S A S = L R I NP ~D S s AN S, I RN
[ Y & N W ) T4 [ S - uv\;llk{ [ S N [S5J\ SPRN S VA S W) wy g t/J_U\./\./L)L) [ S N J__Lyllk_,g_) g oo T I OUTT
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u.L.LQ.Lll\j A e A\ - T C1LTTIo o CITOUTT A\ - TS TITCT OO =TT CITT 1O o C OO CT

Section 30. Subsections (3) and (4) of section 620.2105,
Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

620.2105 Effect of conversion.—

(3) A converted organization that is a foreign organization
consents to the jurisdiction of the courts of this state to
enforce any obligation owed by the converting limited
partnership, if before the conversion the converting limited
partnership was subject to suit in this state on the obligation.
A converted organization that is a foreign organization and not
authorized to transact business in this state appoints the

Secretary of State BPepartment—efState as its agent for service
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of process for purposes of enforcing an obligation under this
subsection and any appraisal rights of limited partners under

ss. 620.2113-620.2124 to the extent applicable to the

conversion. Service on the Secretary of State DBepartment—of

State under this subsection is made i1in the same manner and with

the same consequences as in ss. 48.161 and 620.1117 s+

1117 (21 S A ( 4\
CZ o T T 7T (o7 oo T .

(4) A copy of the statement of conversion, certified by the

Secretary of State bepartment—eof—State, may be filed in any

county of this state in which the converting organization holds
an interest in real property.

Section 31. Subsection (2) of section 620.2109, Florida
Statutes, 1is amended to read:

620.2109 Effect of merger.—

(2) A surviving organization that is a foreign organization
consents to the jurisdiction of the courts of this state to
enforce any obligation owed by a constituent organization, if
before the merger the constituent organization was subject to
suit in this state on the obligation. A surviving organization
that is a foreign organization and not authorized to transact

business in this state shall appoint the Secretary of State

£
-

n

tate as 1ts agent for service of process for the
purposes of enforcing an obligation under this subsection and
any appraisal rights of limited partners under ss. 620.2113-
620.2124 to the extent applicable to the merger. Service on the
Secretary of State Bepartment—eof State under this subsection is
made in the same manner and with the same consequences as in ss.
48.161 and 620.1117 s—=620-31311%
Section 32. Subsections (3) and (4) of section 620.8915,

4a

(2 o A ( 4\
7 oo (T .
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1335 Florida Statutes, are amended to read:
1336 620.8915 Effect of conversion.—
1337 (3) A converted organization that is a foreign organization

1338 consents to the jurisdiction of the courts of this state to
1339| enforce any obligation owed by the converting partnership, if
1340| before the conversion the converting partnership was subject to
1341 suit in this state on the obligation. A converted organization
1342 that is a foreign organization and not authorized to transact

1343| Dbusiness in this state shall appoint the Secretary of State

n

1344 Department—of

£ate as its agent for service of process for

1345| purposes of enforcing an obligation under this subsection.

1346 Service on the Secretary of State Bepartment—eof State under this

1347| subsection is shatt—Pbe made in the same manner and with the same
1348 consequences as provided in s. 48.161 s—48-38%.

1349 (4) A copy of the certificate of conversion, certified by

1350 the Secretary of State Bepartment—ofState, may be filed in any

1351 county of this state in which the converting organization holds

1352 an interest in real property.

1353 Section 33. Subsection (2) of section 620.8919, Florida
1354 Statutes, is amended to read:

1355 620.8919 Effect of merger.—

1356 (2) A surviving organization that is a foreign organization

1357 consents to the jurisdiction of the courts of this state to
1358 enforce any obligation owed by a constituent organization, if
1359| Dbefore the merger the constituent organization was subject to
1360 suit in this state on the obligation. A surviving organization
1361 that is a foreign organization and not authorized to transact

1362| business in this state shall appoint the Secretary of State

1363 Pepartment—of—State as its agent for service of process pursuant
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to s. 48.161 theprovisieons—ofs—48-318+.

Section 34.
act and except for this section,
this act becoming a law,
2023.

Except as otherwise expressly provided in this
which shall take effect upon
this act shall take effect January 2,
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