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Florida Senate - 2022 SB 1446

By Senator Gruters

23-01022B-22 20221446
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to community-based care lead agency
funding; amending s. 409.991, F.S.; providing and
revising definitions; revising provisions relating to
the allocation of funding for community-based care
lead agencies; requiring that certain factors be
considered in allocating core services funds to
community-based care lead agencies; providing for the
calculation of such allocation of core services funds;
requiring the Department of Children and Families to

adopt rules; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 409.991, Florida Statutes, is amended to
read:

409.991 Allocation of funds for community-based care lead
agencies.—

(1) As used in this section, the term:

(a) “Annual licensed care caseload” means a community-based

care lead agency’s average number of children in licensed care

during the most recent 12 months.

(b) “Average board rate” means the most recent statewide

total amount of full month payments for all items charged for

room and board, divided by the number of children for which

those payments are made, divided by the number of days in that

month.

(c) “Caseload” means the average caseload size of a

community-based care lead agency which is determined by summing
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the most recent month-end average of children in in-home and

out-of-home care during the most recent 24 months and the

average annual number of finalized adoptions based on the most

recent 24 months.

(d)+&r “Core services funds” means all funds allocated to
community-based care lead agencies operating under contract with
the department pursuant to s. 409.987, with the following
exceptions:

1. Funds appropriated for independent living;

2. Funds appropriated for maintenance adoption subsidies;

3. Funds allocated by the department for protective
investigations training;

4. Nonrecurring funds;

5. Designated mental health wrap-around services funds;

6. Funds for special projects for a designated community-
based care lead agency; and

7. Funds appropriated for the Guardianship Assistance
Program under s. 39.6225.

(2) The factors to be considered in allocating core

services funds to each community-based care lead agency must

include all of the following:

(a) The amount spent on prevention services by the

community-based care lead agency to prevent children from

entering or reentering foster care, based on the most recent

fiscal year of such spending by the community-based care lead

agency. Such amount may be increased based on a community-based

care lead agency’s performance in reducing the number of

children in out-of-home care.

(b) The statewide average cost per child for client
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services as determined by the department, multiplied by the

number of children in a caseload. Such product must be adjusted

based on the average district cost differential provided in s.

1011.62 for the counties served, weighted by child population.

(c) The projected cost of board costs, determined by

summing the totals of:

1. The annual licensed care caseload, multiplied by the

average board rate; and

2. The number of annual removals, multiplied by the initial

clothing allowance as determined by the department.

(d) The projected cost of staffing needs for the community-

based care lead agency, determined by summing the totals of:

1. The statewide average cost per position, as determined

by the department, for all case managers and direct support

positions; foster home recruitment, licensing, and out-of-home

care placement positions; and adoption support positions for the

community-based care lead agency based on the lead agency’s

caseload, including staffing necessary to obtain one case

manager per 14 children by the 2023-2024 fiscal year; and

2. The average district cost differential for the counties

served by the community-based care lead agency as provided in s.

1011.62, weighted by the child population of each county served.

(e) Program support and operations costs, determined by

multiplying 0.1 by the projected cost of staffing needs as

determined in paragraph (d).

(3) The allocation of core services funds shall be

calculated based on all of the following:

(a) The projected core services funding is determined by

summing the amounts determined in paragraphs (2) (a)-(e).
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(b) The actual allocated funding for the most recent fiscal

year for a community-based care lead agency shall be divided by

the projected core services funding to determine the percent of

projected core services funding for that community-based care

lead agency.

(c)1l. Unless otherwise specified in the General

Appropriations Act, any new core service funds shall be

allocated proportionally to community-based care lead agencies

below 90 percent of projected core services funding based on the

degree to which their projected core services funding is below

90 percent, until 90 percent or greater projected core services

funding is achieved for each community-based care lead agency.

2. Once 90 percent of projected core services funding is

achieved for each community-based care lead agency, any nhew core

services funds shall be allocated proportionally to community-

based care lead agencies below 100 percent of projected core

services funding based on the degree to which their percent of

projected core services funding is below 100 percent, until 100

percent of projected core services funding is achieved for each

community-based care lead agency.

(4) The department shall adopt rules necessary to implement

this section, which must include, but need not be limited to,

rules that specify qualifying prevention expenditures and

staffing ratios for case managers and direct support positions;

foster home recruitment, licensing, and out-of-home care

placement positions; and adoption support staff positions.
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Section 2. This act shall take

SB 1446

20221446

effect July 1, 2022.
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