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Florida Senate - 2022 SB 1700

By Senator Gruters

23-01624-22 20221700
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to school readiness program funding;
amending s. 1002.89, F.S.; deleting a requirement that
all state, federal, and local matching funds provided
to an early learning coalition for certain purposes be
used for implementation of its approved school
readiness plan; conforming provisions to changes made
by the act; creating s. 1002.891, F.S.; requiring the
Division of Early Learning within the Department of
Education to conduct an allocation conference;
specifying conference principals; requiring conference
principals to discuss and agree to all conventions and
calculation methods to be used to calculate the school
readiness funding formula for the early learning
coalitions for the fiscal year for which the
appropriations are made; requiring conventions and
calculation methods to remain in effect until further
agreements are reached in subsequent allocation
conferences; requiring the division to provide
conference principals with specified data before each
recalculation of the school readiness funding formula;
amending ss. 1002.81 and 1002.82, F.S.; conforming

cross-references; providing an effective date.
Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsections (4) and (5) of section 1002.89,
Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

1002.89 School readiness program; funding.-—
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Section 2. Section 1002.891, Florida Statutes, is created
to read:

1002.891 School Readiness Funding Formula Allocation

Conference.—

(1) Before the distribution of any funds appropriated in

the General Appropriations Act for the school readiness program,

the Division of Early Learning within the Department of

Education shall conduct an allocation conference. Conference

principals must include representatives of the Division of Early

Learning, the Executive Office of the Governor, and the

appropriations committees of the Senate and the House of
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117| Representatives.

118 (2) Conference principals shall discuss and agree to all

119 conventions and calculation methods, including the actual cost

120 of child care, eligible population data, rounding conventions,

121 and methods of computation, to be used to calculate the school

122 readiness funding formula for the early learning coalitions for

123 the fiscal year for which the appropriations are made. These

124 conventions and calculation methods shall remain in effect until

125 further agreements are reached in subsequent allocation

126 conferences called by the division for that purpose.

127 (3) The division shall, before each recalculation of the

128 school readiness funding formula and allocations to the early

129 learning coalitions, also provide conference principals with all

130 data necessary to replicate those allocations precisely. This

131| data shall include a matrix by early learning coalition of all

132 full-time equivalent changes made by the division as part of its

133 administration of the school readiness program.

134 Section 3. Subsection (4) of section 1002.81, Florida

135 Statutes, is amended to read:

136 1002.81 Definitions.—Consistent with the requirements of 45
137 C.F.R. parts 98 and 99 and as used in this part, the term:

138 (4) “Direct enhancement services” means services for

139 families and children that are in addition to payments for the
140| placement of children in the school readiness program. Direct
141 enhancement services for families and children may include

142 supports for providers, parent training and involvement

143 activities, and strategies to meet the needs of unique

144| populations and local eligibility priorities. Direct enhancement

145 services offered by an early learning coalition must shadt be
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146 consistent with the activities described in 45 C.F.R. s. 98.53
147| preseribed—an—s+—3002-80(5)+b).

148 Section 4. Paragraph (a) of subsection (7) of section

149 1002.82, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

150 1002.82 Department of Education; powers and duties.-—

151 (7) By January 1 of each year, the department shall

152 annually publish on its website a report of its activities

153 conducted under this section. The report must include a summary
154 of the coalitions’ annual reports, a statewide summary, and the
155 following:

156 (a) An analysis of early learning activities throughout the
157 state, including the school readiness program and the Voluntary
158 Prekindergarten Education Program.

159 1. The total and average number of children served in the
160 school readiness program, enumerated by age, eligibility

161| priority category, and coalition, and the total number of

162 children served in the Voluntary Prekindergarten Education

163 Program.

164 2. A summary of expenditures by coalition, by fund source,
165 including a breakdown by coalition of the percentage of

166 expenditures for administrative activities, quality activities,
lo7 nondirect services, and direct services for children.

168 3. A description of the department’s and each coalition’s
169 expenditures by fund source for ke quality and enhancement

170| activities described in 45 C.F.R. s. 98.53 s+—36682-80(5b}).

171 4. A summary of annual findings and collections related to

172| provider fraud and parent fraud.

173 5. Data regarding the coalitions’ delivery of early

174 learning programs.
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175 6. The total number of children disenrolled statewide and
176| the reason for disenrollment.
177 7. The total number of providers by provider type.
178 8. The number of school readiness program providers who
179 have completed the program assessment required under paragraph
180 (2) (n); the number of providers who have not met the minimum
181| program assessment composite score for contracting established
182 under paragraph (2) (n); and the number of providers that have an
183 active improvement plan based on the results of the program
184 assessment under paragraph (2) (n).
185 9. The total number of provider contracts revoked and the
186 reasons for revocation.

187 Section 5. This act shall take effect July 1, 2022.
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