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Florida Senate - 2022 SB 670

By Senator Cruz

18-00265-22 2022670
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to emergency drills in public schools;
amending s. 1006.07, F.S.; revising district school
board duties relating to fire drills and emergency
drills; expanding requirements for district school
board procedures relating to drills for active
assailant and hostage situations; requiring district
school boards to establish procedures to provide
advance notification of drills for active assailant
and hostage situations to parents and to provide
parents with an option to excuse their students from
drills requiring evacuation from a building; requiring
such procedures to allow certain students to elect to
remain on school premises during drills requiring
evacuation from a building and remain excused from the
drills; requiring such procedures to address the needs
of exceptional education students; providing an

effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsection (4) of section 1006.07, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

1006.07 District school board duties relating to student
discipline and school safety.—The district school board shall
provide for the proper accounting for all students, for the
attendance and control of students at school, and for proper
attention to health, safety, and other matters relating to the

welfare of students, including:
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(4) EMERGENCY DRILLS; EMERGENCY PROCEDURES.-—
(a) Formulate and prescribe policies and procedures, in

consultation with the appropriate public safety agencies, for

fire drills and emergency drills for other amd—Ffer—aectuat

emergencies, including, but not limited to, $fires+ natural
disasters, active assailant and hostage situations, and bomb
threats, for all students and faculty at all public schools of
the district comprised of grades K-12.

(b) Require public elementary schools to conduct at least

six fire drills and six emergency drills each school year. Four

of the six fire drills must involve evacuating a building to a

designated meeting location outside of the building. Meeting

locations must vary between drills to minimize drill fatigue and

the creation of unnecessary exposure to active threats or

assailants. Two of the six fire drills may constitute fire

prevention training with content designed by the Division of

State Fire Marshal or the Department of Education, but only

after a minimum of two evacuation drills have occurred. Four of

the six emergency drills must address active threats, including,

but not limited to, active assailants, hostage situations, or

bomb threats. Two of the six emergency drills must address

natural disasters.

(c) Require public middle and high schools to conduct at

least four fire drills and six emergency drills each school

year. Three of the four fire drills must involve evacuating a

building to a designated meeting location outside of the

building. Meeting locations must vary between drills to minimize

drill fatigue and the creation of unnecessary exposure to active

threats or assailants. One of the four fire drills may
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constitute fire prevention training with content designed by the

Division of State Fire Marshal or the Department of Education,

but only after a minimum of two evacuation drills have occurred.

Four of the six emergency drills must address active threats,

including, but not limited to, active assailants, hostage

situations, or bomb threats. Two of the six emergency drills

must address natural disasters.

(d) Require district school drills to be conducted in

developmentally appropriate and age-appropriate manners, consist

of unique sets of circumstances that require faculty and

students to consider the response to specific threats, and be

delivered using plain language.

(e) Require district school drills for active assailant and

hostage situations to shald be conducted in accordance with

developmentally appropriate and age-appropriate procedures =&t
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rev—d¥rilds. Procedures relating to

such drills must be developed in consultation with at least one

mental health professional and be consistent with guidance

provided by the National Association of School Psychologists.

Law enforcement officers must be physically present and directly

involved in the execution of all such drills.

(f) Adopt BPistriet—sechoeolboard policies that shad+ include

commonly used alarm system responses for specific types of
emergencies and verification by each school that drills have
been provided as required by law and fire protection codes and
may provide accommodations for drills conducted by exceptional
student education centers. District school boards shall
establish emergency response and emergency preparedness policies

and procedures that include, but are not limited to, identifying

Page 3 of 6

CODING: Words strieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




Florida Senate - 2022 SB 670

18-00265-22 2022670
88 the individuals responsible for contacting the primary emergency
89| response agency and the emergency response agency that is

90 responsible for notifying the school district for each type of

91 emergency.

92 (g) Establish procedures to provide notification of drills

93 to parents before a drill occurs. The procedures must provide a

94| parent with the option to excuse his or her student from any

95 drills that require evacuation from a building. The procedures

96 also must allow a student whose parent has excused him or her

97| from a drill that requires evacuation from a building to remain

98 on the school premises during the drill and remain excused from
99 the drill.

100 (h)+P) Provide timely notification to parents of threats
101| pursuant to policies adopted under subsection (7) and the

102 following unlawful acts or significant emergencies that occur on
103 school grounds, during school transportation, or during school-
104 sponsored activities:

105 1. Weapons possession or use when there is intended harm
1006 toward another person, hostage, and active assailant situations.
107 The active assailant situation training for each school must

108 engage the participation of the district school safety

109 specialist, threat assessment team members, faculty, staff, and
110 students and must be conducted by the law enforcement agency or
111 agencies that are designated as first responders to the school’s
112 campus.

113 2. Murder, homicide, or manslaughter.

114 3. Sex offenses, including rape, sexual assault, or sexual

115| misconduct with a student by school personnel.

116 4. Natural emergencies, including hurricanes, tornadoes,
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and severe storms.

5. Exposure as a result of a manmade emergency.

(1) 4> Require Begimpming—with—the 20212022 school—year;

each public school, including charter schools, to shadd
implement a mobile panic alert system capable of connecting
diverse emergency services technologies to ensure real-time
coordination between multiple first responder agencies. Such
system, known as “Alyssa’s Alert,” must integrate with local
public safety answering point infrastructure to transmit 911
calls and mobile activations.

(j)4e In addition to the requirements of paragraph (i)

paragraph—e), a public school district may implement additional
strategies or systems to ensure real-time coordination between
multiple first responder agencies in a school security
emergency.

(k)H{e)r For the 2020-2021 fiscal year and subject to the
appropriation of funds in the General Appropriations Act for
this purpose, the department shall issue a competitive
solicitation to contract for a mobile panic alert system that
may be used by each school district. The department shall
consult with the Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School Public
Safety Commission, the Department of Law Enforcement, and the
Division of Emergency Management in the development of the
competitive solicitation for the mobile panic alert system.

(1)+5- Establish a schedule to test the functionality and
coverage capacity of all emergency communication systems and
determine if adequate signal strength is available in all areas
of the school’s campus.

(m) Require all district school drills to address the needs
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146 of exceptional education students.

147 Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2022.
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