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COMMITTEE/SUBCOMMITTEE AMENDMENT

Bill No. HB 7071 (2022)
Amendment No. 3

COMMITTEE/SUBCOMMITTEE ACTION

ADOPTED __ (Y/N)

ADOPTED AS AMENDED __(Yy/N)

ADOPTED W/O OBJECTION __ (Y/N)

FAILED TO ADOPT __(Yy/N)

WITHDRAWN __ (Y/N)

OTHER -

Committee/Subcommittee hearing bill: Appropriations Committee

Representative Payne offered the following:

Amendment (with title amendment)

Remove lines 1312-1364 and insert:

Section 30. Paragraph (b) of subsection (2) of section
1003.485, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

1003.485 The New Worlds Reading Initiative.—

(2) NEW WORLDS READING INITIATIVE; ADMINISTRATION.-—-The New
Worlds Reading Initiative is established under the department to
improve literacy skills and instill a love of reading by
providing high-quality, free books to students in kindergarten
through grade 5 who are reading below grade level.

(b) The administrator shall:

1. Develop, in consultation with the Just Read, Florida!

Office under s. 1001.215, a selection of high-quality books
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encompassing diverse subjects and genres for each grade level to
be mailed to students in the initiative.

2. Distribute books at no cost to students as provided in
paragraph (4) (c) either directly or through an agreement with a
book distribution company.

3. Assist local implementation of the initiative by
providing marketing materials to school districts and any
partnering nonprofit organizations to assist with public
awareness campaigns and other activities designed to increase
family engagement and instill a love of reading in students.

4, Maintain a clearinghouse for information on national,
state, and local nonprofit organizations that support efforts to
improve literacy and provide books to children.

5. Develop training materials for parents of students in
the initiative, including brief video training modules, which
engage families in reading and assist with improving student
literacy skills. The administrator shall periodically send, via
text message and e-mail, tips for facilitating reading at home
and hyperlinks to the video training modules.

6. Annually submit to the department an annual financial
report that includes, at a minimum, the amount of eligible
contributions received by the administrator; the amount spent on
each activity required by this paragraph, including
administrative expenses; and the number of students and

households served under the initiative.
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7. Maintain separate accounts for operating funds and
funds for the purchase and delivery of books.

8. Expend eligible contributions received only for the
purchase and delivery of books and to implement the requirements
of this section, as well as for administrative expenses not to
exceed 2 percent of total eligible contributions.
Notwithstanding s. 1002.395(6) (j)2., the administrator may carry

forward up to 25 percent of eligible contributions made prior to

January 1 of each state fiscal year, and 100 percent of eligible

contributions made on or after January 1 of each state fiscal

yvear to the following state fiscal year for purposes authorized

by this subsection. Any eligible contributions in excess of the

25—pereent allowable carry forward not used to provide
additional books throughout the year to eligible students shall
revert to the state treasury.

9. Upon receipt of a contribution, provide the taxpayer
that made the contribution with a certificate of contribution. A
certificate of contribution must include the taxpayer's name
and, if available, its federal employer identification number;
the amount contributed; the date of contribution; and the name
of the administrator.

Section 31. It is the intent of the Legislature for any

contributions made pursuant to earning a tax credit to be used

against the tax due under chapter 220, Florida Statutes, or

under s. 624.509(1), Florida Statutes, for taxable years
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beginning January 1, 2021, through and including March 1, 2021,

in accordance with s. 402.62, Florida Statutes, or s. 1003.485,

Florida Statutes, to be available to the contributing taxpayer

as a credit against the requested tax immediately upon receipt

of a certificate of contribution from the administrator of the

New Worlds Reading Initiative Tax Credit program or the

applicable charitable organization under the Strong Families Tax

Credit program. The taxpayer may use such credit against any

payment of estimated tax or installment payment for the tax year

indicated on the approval letter from the Department of Revenue

in accordance with this act and s. 402.62, Florida Statutes, or

s. 1003.485, Florida Statutes, as applicable.

Section 32. Treatment of specified contributions under the

Strong Families Tax Credit program and the New Worlds Reading

Initiative Tax Credit program.—

(1) For purposes of any tax due under s. 624.509(1),

Florida Statutes, for the 2021 taxable year, for which a return

was due March 1, 2022, a taxpayer may apply for an allocation

from the Department of Revenue under s. 402.62(5), Florida

Statutes, or s. 1003.485(3), Florida Statutes, on or before May

1, 2022.

(a) Once the taxpayer has received an approval letter from

the Department of Revenue, the taxpayer must make the designated

contribution to the applicable charitable organization or
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administrator within 14 days, or on or before June 1, 2022,

whichever 1is later.

(b) Once the taxpayer has received a certificate of

contribution from the charitable organization or administrator,

the taxpayer has 14 days to file an application with the

Department of Revenue for a refund of tax paid pursuant to s.

624.509 (1), Florida Statutes, for the 2021 taxable year, not to

exceed the amount indicated on the certificate of contribution.

(2) Any contribution amount on a certificate of

contribution that is not refunded in accordance with this

section shall be carried forward for the period specified in s.

402.62(5) (c¢), Florida Statutes, or s. 1003.485(3) (c), Florida

Statutes, as applicable.

(3) The Department of Revenue may not issue refund

payments under this section after June 30, 2023.

Section 33. The Department of Revenue is authorized, and

all conditions are deemed met, to adopt emergency rules under s.

120.54(4), Florida Statutes, for the purpose of implementing

changes related to the Strong Families Tax Credit program and

the New Worlds Reading Initiative Tax Credit program made by

this act. Notwithstanding any other law, emergency rules adopted

under this section are effective for 6 months after adoption and

may be renewed during the pendency of procedures to adopt

permanent rules addressing the subject of the emergency rules.
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Section 34. This section and sections 30, 31, 32, and 33,

TITLE AMENDMENT
Remove line 119 and insert:
authorized; amending s. 1003.485, F.S.; increasing the allowable
carryforward of unused funds from one state fiscal year to the
next for the New Worlds Reading Initiative; providing

legislative intent; providing
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