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By Senator Rodriguez
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A bill to be entitled
An act relating to the Department of Health; amending
s. 381.0045, F.S.; revising the purpose of the
department’s targeted outreach program for certain
pregnant women; requiring the department to encourage
high-risk pregnant women of unknown status to be
tested for sexually transmissible diseases; requiring
the department to provide specified information to
pregnant women who have human immunodeficiency virus
(HIV); requiring the department to link women with
mental health services when available; requiring the
department to educate pregnant women who have HIV on
certain information; requiring the department to
provide, for a specified purpose, continued oversight
of newborns exposed to HIV; amending s. 381.0303,
F.S.; removing the Children’s Medical Services office
from parties required to coordinate in the development
of local emergency management plans for special needs
shelters; amending s. 381.986, F.S.; authorizing the
department to select samples of marijuana from medical
marijuana treatment center facilities for certain
testing; authorizing the department to select samples
of marijuana delivery devices from medical marijuana
treatment centers to determine whether the device is
safe for use; requiring medical marijuana treatment
centers to recall marijuana and marijuana delivery
devices, instead of just edibles, under certain
circumstances; exempting the department and its

employees from criminal provisions if they acquire,
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possess, test, transport, or lawfully dispose of
marijuana and marijuana delivery devices under certain
circumstances; amending s. 401.23, F.S.; revising
definitions; amending s. 401.25, F.S.; conforming a
provision to changes made by the act; amending s.
401.27, F.S.; revising certification and
recertification requirements for emergency medical
technicians and paramedics; amending s. 401.2701,
F.S.; revising requirements for emergency medical
services training programs; authorizing certain site
visits to be conducted either in person or through
electronic means; authorizing programs to substitute
certain simulated, remote videoconferencing options
for in-person training and related requirements;
specifying requirements for requests for department
approval of such options; providing for the renewal of
program certification; providing for initial and
ongoing department site visits of programs; revising
program application procedures; amending s. 401.272,
F.S.; revising functions paramedics and emergency
medical technicians may perform in nonemergency
environments; authorizing paramedics to administer
public health countermeasures in nonemergency
environments under certain circumstances; conforming
provisions to changes made by the act; amending s.
401.30, F.S.; revising recordkeeping requirements for
emergency medical services providers; authorizing
records to be in either written or electronic formats;

revising the list of individuals and entities that may
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receive limited disclosure of certain otherwise
confidential and exempt records; requiring the release
of such records to be in compliance with specified
provisions; amending s. 401.34, F.S.; deleting
provisions and fees related to an obsolete
examination; amending s. 401.425, F.S.; authorizing
emergency medical review committees to review the
performances of emergency medical technicians,
paramedics, and emergency medical services providers
to make recommendations for improvement; amending s.
401.435, F.S.; relabeling “first responder agencies”
as “emergency medical responder agencies”; revising
minimum standards for emergency medical first
responder training; amending s. 460.406, F.S.;
revising provisions related to chiropractic physician
licensing; amending s. 464.008, F.S.; deleting a
requirement that certain nursing program graduates
complete a specified preparatory course; amending s.
464.018, F.S.; revising grounds for disciplinary
action against licensed nurses; amending s. 467.003,
F.S.; revising and defining terms; amending s.
467.009, F.S.; revising provisions related to approved
midwifery programs; amending s. 467.011], F.S.;
revising requirements for licensure of midwives;
amending s. 467.0125, F.S.; revising requirements for
licensure by endorsement of midwives; revising
requirements for temporary certificates to practice
midwifery in this state; amending s. 467.205, F.S.;

revising provisions relating to approval, continued
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88 monitoring, probationary status, provisional approval,
89 and approval rescission of midwifery programs;
90 amending s. 468.803, F.S.; revising provisions related
91 to orthotist and prosthetist registration,
92 examination, and licensing; amending s. 483.824, F.S.;
93 revising educational requirements for clinical
94 laboratory directors; amending s. 490.003, F.S.;
95 defining the terms “doctoral degree from an American
96 Psychological Association accredited program” and
97 “doctoral degree in psychology”; amending ss. 490.005
98 and 490.0051, F.S.; revising education requirements
99 for psychologist licensure and provisional licensure,
100 respectively; amending s. 491.005, F.S.; revising
101 requirements for licensure of clinical social workers,
102 marriage and family therapists, and mental health
103 counselors; requiring that a licensed mental health
104 professional be accessible through certain means when
105 a registered intern provides clinical services through
1006 telehealth; amending s. 766.314, F.S.; deleting
107 obsolete language and updating provisions to conform
108 to current law; revising the frequency with which the
109 department must submit certain reports to the Florida
110 Birth-Related Neurological Injury Compensation
111 Association; revising the content of such reports;
112 providing an effective date.
113
114| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
115
1106 Section 1. Subsections (2) and (3) of section 381.0045,
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117 Florida Statutes, are amended to read:
118 381.0045 Targeted outreach for pregnant women.—
119 (2) It is the purpose of this section to establish a

120 targeted outreach program for high-risk pregnant women who may
121 not seek proper prenatal care, who suffer from substance abuse

122 or mental health problems, or who have acquired are—infeected

123 with human immunodeficiency virus (HIV), and to provide these

124 women with links to much—-needed muehneeded services and

125 information.

126 (3) The department shall:

127 (a) Conduct outreach programs through contracts with,

128 grants to, or other working relationships with persons or

129| entities where the target population is likely to be found.

130 (b) Provide outreach that is peer-based, culturally

131 sensitive, and performed in a nonjudgmental manner.

132 (c) Encourage high-risk pregnant women of unknown status to

133| Dbe tested for HIV and other sexually transmissible diseases as

134 specified by department rule.

135 (d) Educate women not receiving prenatal care as to the
136| Dbenefits of such care.

137 (e) Provide HEVYV—infeeted pregnant women who have HIV with

138 information on the need for antiretroviral medication for their

139| newborn, their medication options, and how they can access the

140| medication after their discharge from the hospital se—they—ean
141 make—an—informeddeeisionabout—the useof Zidevudine—{(AAT).
142 (f) Link women with substance abuse treatment and mental

143 health services, when available, and act as a liaison with

144 Healthy Start coalitions, children’s medical services, Ryan

145| White-funded providers, and other services of the Department of
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1406 Health.

147 (g) Educate pregnant women who have HIV on the importance

148 of engaging in and continuing HIV care.

149 (h) Provide continued oversight of any newborn exposed to

150 HIV to determine the newborn’s final HIV status and ensure

151 continued linkage to care if the newborn is diagnosed with HIV

152 +eoHIV—exposedrnewborns.
153 Section 2. Paragraphs (a) and (c) of subsection (2) of

154 section 381.0303, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

155 381.0303 Special needs shelters.—

156 (2) SPECIAL NEEDS SHELTER PLAN; STAFFING; STATE AGENCY

157 ASSISTANCE.—If funds have been appropriated to support disaster
158 coordinator positions in county health departments:

159 (a) The department shall assume lead responsibility for the
160 coordination of local medical and health care providers, the

161| American Red Cross, and other interested parties in developing a

162| plan for the staffing and medical management of special needs

163 shelters and—Tk loaeal Ohaldranl o0 Madd ~o] Qoonczd s o £~
. [ N o N ) T O T T 7 U N E L W R S S i 3 [=J [ I A PR W i S WPy @ R o LTV I COTTNO A\ S S W wyw )
164 P AP, B EEP PN lead reacemem ettt T4 e £ L o IO [N RGN £ Teaena
[ 4 & =y = oo UTirT TS .LCQtJ\JllQ_LLJ_L_L_Ll—_Y [ S T C OO LTI CITUIT L T O T T
165 meadtaaT oA P T s aa e gnom ot + 1 Aozt o Tyl oo o A
£ 9§ AL W i S Wy @ R ay ATTE ITCTO I CIT Y @ B S tJ.L\JV_L\J-C.LQ, T 0¥ 5 4 A WSIN Ep S NPy @ B B 3 AW 5 —LUOo Oy (@ yaw
166 N I S ISP St J R SV DA, DAV [ VD s I - PR o i R
|\ U i B w LTTTC T 1T OO O T t/(./LJ— C IO i S \A.\_,V\_,_I_Ut/_l_l.lv L t/_L(_/LJ.J. [ S N I s_)L_,(_/LJ_J__LJ.J.g

167| cond—medical manogement—of pediatric special needs shelters.

168 Plans must conform to the local comprehensive emergency

169| management plan.

170 (c) The appropriate county health department+—chitdren’s

171 Medieal—Servieces—effiee; and local emergency management agency
172 shall jointly decide who has responsibility for medical
173 supervision in each special needs shelter.

174 Section 3. Present paragraphs (e) through (h) of subsection
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175 (14) of section 381.986, Florida Statutes, are redesignated as
176| paragraphs (f) through (i), respectively, a new paragraph (e) is
177 added to that subsection, and paragraph (e) of subsection (8) of

178 that section i1s amended, to read:

179 381.986 Medical use of marijuana.—
180 (8) MEDICAL MARIJUANA TREATMENT CENTERS.—
181 (e) A licensed medical marijuana treatment center shall

182 cultivate, process, transport, and dispense marijuana for

183| medical use. A licensed medical marijuana treatment center may
184| not contract for services directly related to the cultivation,
185| processing, and dispensing of marijuana or marijuana delivery
186| devices, except that a medical marijuana treatment center

187 licensed pursuant to subparagraph (a)l. may contract with a

188 single entity for the cultivation, processing, transporting, and
189| dispensing of marijuana and marijuana delivery devices. A

190 licensed medical marijuana treatment center must, at all times,
191| maintain compliance with the criteria demonstrated and

192 representations made in the initial application and the criteria
193 established in this subsection. Upon request, the department may
194| grant a medical marijuana treatment center a variance from the
195 representations made in the initial application. Consideration
196| of such a request shall be based upon the individual facts and
197 circumstances surrounding the request. A variance may not be

198 granted unless the requesting medical marijuana treatment center
199 can demonstrate to the department that it has a proposed

200 alternative to the specific representation made in its

201 application which fulfills the same or a similar purpose as the

202 specific representation in a way that the department can

203 reasonably determine will not be a lower standard than the
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specific representation in the application. A variance may not
be granted from the requirements in subparagraph 2. and
subparagraphs (b)l. and 2.

1. A licensed medical marijuana treatment center may
transfer ownership to an individual or entity who meets the
requirements of this section. A publicly traded corporation or
publicly traded company that meets the requirements of this
section is not precluded from ownership of a medical marijuana
treatment center. To accommodate a change in ownership:

a. The licensed medical marijuana treatment center shall
notify the department in writing at least 60 days before the
anticipated date of the change of ownership.

b. The individual or entity applying for initial licensure
due to a change of ownership must submit an application that
must be received by the department at least 60 days before the
date of change of ownership.

c. Upon receipt of an application for a license, the
department shall examine the application and, within 30 days
after receipt, notify the applicant in writing of any apparent
errors or omissions and request any additional information
required.

d. Requested information omitted from an application for
licensure must be filed with the department within 21 days after
the department’s request for omitted information or the
application shall be deemed incomplete and shall be withdrawn
from further consideration and the fees shall be forfeited.

e. Within 30 days after the receipt of a complete
application, the department shall approve or deny the

application.

Page 8 of 73

CODING: Words strieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




233
234
235
236
237
238
239
240
241
242
243
244
245
246
247
248
249
250
251
252
253
254
255
256
257
258
259
260
261

Florida Senate - 2022 SB 768

39-00626C-22 2022768

2. A medical marijuana treatment center, and any individual
or entity who directly or indirectly owns, controls, or holds
with power to vote 5 percent or more of the voting shares of a
medical marijuana treatment center, may not acquire direct or
indirect ownership or control of any voting shares or other form
of ownership of any other medical marijuana treatment center.

3. A medical marijuana treatment center may not enter into
any form of profit-sharing arrangement with the property owner
or lessor of any of its facilities where cultivation,
processing, storing, or dispensing of marijuana and marijuana
delivery devices occurs.

4. All employees of a medical marijuana treatment center
must be 21 years of age or older and have passed a background
screening pursuant to subsection (9).

5. Each medical marijuana treatment center must adopt and
enforce policies and procedures to ensure employees and
volunteers receive training on the legal requirements to
dispense marijuana to qualified patients.

6. When growing marijuana, a medical marijuana treatment
center:

a. May use pesticides determined by the department, after
consultation with the Department of Agriculture and Consumer
Services, to be safely applied to plants intended for human
consumption, but may not use pesticides designated as
restricted-use pesticides pursuant to s. 487.042.

b. Must grow marijuana within an enclosed structure and in
a room separate from any other plant.

c. Must inspect seeds and growing plants for plant pests

that endanger or threaten the horticultural and agricultural
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262 interests of the state in accordance with chapter 581 and any
263 rules adopted thereunder.
264 d. Must perform fumigation or treatment of plants, or
265| remove and destroy infested or infected plants, in accordance
266| with chapter 581 and any rules adopted thereunder.
267 7. Each medical marijuana treatment center must produce and
268 make available for purchase at least one low-THC cannabis
269| product.
270 8. A medical marijuana treatment center that produces
271| edibles must hold a permit to operate as a food establishment
272 pursuant to chapter 500, the Florida Food Safety Act, and must
273 comply with all the requirements for food establishments
274 pursuant to chapter 500 and any rules adopted thereunder.
275| Edibles may not contain more than 200 milligrams of
276| tetrahydrocannabinol, and a single serving portion of an edible
277 may not exceed 10 milligrams of tetrahydrocannabinol. Edibles
278| may have a potency variance of no greater than 15 percent.
279| Edibles may not be attractive to children; be manufactured in
280 the shape of humans, cartoons, or animals; be manufactured in a
281 form that bears any reasonable resemblance to products available
282 for consumption as commercially available candy; or contain any
283 color additives. To discourage consumption of edibles by
284 children, the department shall determine by rule any shapes,
285 forms, and ingredients allowed and prohibited for edibles.
286| Medical marijuana treatment centers may not begin processing or
287| dispensing edibles until after the effective date of the rule.
288 The department shall also adopt sanitation rules providing the

289| standards and requirements for the storage, display, or

290| dispensing of edibles.
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291 9. Within 12 months after licensure, a medical marijuana
292 treatment center must demonstrate to the department that all of
293 its processing facilities have passed a Food Safety Good
294 Manufacturing Practices, such as Global Food Safety Initiative
295| or equivalent, inspection by a nationally accredited certifying
296| body. A medical marijuana treatment center must immediately stop
297| processing at any facility which fails to pass this inspection
298 until it demonstrates to the department that such facility has
299| met this requirement.
300 10. A medical marijuana treatment center that produces
301| prerolled marijuana cigarettes may not use wrapping paper made
302 with tobacco or hemp.
303 11. When processing marijuana, a medical marijuana
304 treatment center must:
305 a. Process the marijuana within an enclosed structure and
306 in a room separate from other plants or products.
307 b. Comply with department rules when processing marijuana
308| with hydrocarbon solvents or other solvents or gases exhibiting
309| potential toxicity to humans. The department shall determine by
310 rule the requirements for medical marijuana treatment centers to
311 use such solvents or gases exhibiting potential toxicity to
312 humans.
313 c. Comply with federal and state laws and regulations and
314 department rules for solid and liquid wastes. The department
315 shall determine by rule procedures for the storage, handling,
316 transportation, management, and disposal of solid and liguid
317| waste generated during marijuana production and processing. The

318 Department of Environmental Protection shall assist the

319| department in developing such rules.
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d. Test the processed marijuana using a medical marijuana
testing laboratory before it is dispensed. Results must be
verified and signed by two medical marijuana treatment center
employees. Before dispensing, the medical marijuana treatment
center must determine that the test results indicate that low-
THC cannabis meets the definition of low-THC cannabis, the
concentration of tetrahydrocannabinol meets the potency
requirements of this section, the labeling of the concentration
of tetrahydrocannabinol and cannabidiol is accurate, and all
marijuana is safe for human consumption and free from
contaminants that are unsafe for human consumption. The
department shall determine by rule which contaminants must be
tested for and the maximum levels of each contaminant which are
safe for human consumption. The Department of Agriculture and
Consumer Services shall assist the department in developing the
testing requirements for contaminants that are unsafe for human
consumption in edibles. The department shall also determine by
rule the procedures for the treatment of marijuana that fails to
meet the testing requirements of this section, s. 381.988, or
department rule. The department may select samples of marijuana
a—random—sampte from edibltes—avaitabte—for purehase—3n a medical
marijuana treatment center dispensing facility which shall be

tested by the department to determine whether £hat the marijuana
edibte meets the potency requirements of this section, is safe

for human consumption, and is accurately labeled with +he

tabeting—of the tetrahydrocannabinol and cannabidiol

concentration or to verify the result of marijuana testing

conducted by a marijuana testing laboratory. The department may

also select samples of marijuana delivery devices from a medical
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349| marijuana treatment center to determine whether the marijuana

350 delivery device is safe for use by qualified patients +s

351| aeewrate. A medical marijuana treatment center may not require
352| payment from the department for the sample. A medical marijuana
353| treatment center must recall marijuana edibltes, including all

354| marijuana and marijuana products edibtes made from the same

355| batch of marijuana, that fails whieh—faidt to meet the potency
356 requirements of this section, that is whieh—are unsafe for human
357| consumption, or for which the labeling of the

358 tetrahydrocannabinol and cannabidiol concentration is

359| inaccurate. A medical marijuana treatment center must also

360 recall all marijuana delivery devices determined to be unsafe

361 for use by qualified patients. The medical marijuana treatment

362 center must retain records of all testing and samples of each
363| homogenous batch of marijuana for at least 9 months. The medical
364| marijuana treatment center must contract with a marijuana

365 testing laboratory to perform audits on the medical marijuana
366 treatment center’s standard operating procedures, testing

367 records, and samples and provide the results to the department
368 to confirm that the marijuana or low-THC cannabis meets the

369| requirements of this section and that the marijuana or low-THC
370 cannabis is safe for human consumption. A medical marijuana

371 treatment center shall reserve two processed samples from each
372 batch and retain such samples for at least 9 months for the

373| purpose of such audits. A medical marijuana treatment center may
374 use a laboratory that has not been certified by the department
375| under s. 381.988 until such time as at least one laboratory

376| holds the required certification, but in no event later than

377 July 1, 2018.
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e. Package the marijuana in compliance with the United
States Poison Prevention Packaging Act of 1970, 15 U.S.C. ss.
1471 et seq.

f. Package the marijuana in a receptacle that has a firmly
affixed and legible label stating the following information:

(I) The marijuana or low-THC cannabis meets the
requirements of sub-subparagraph d.

(IT) The name of the medical marijuana treatment center
from which the marijuana originates.

(IITI) The batch number and harvest number from which the
marijuana originates and the date dispensed.

(IV) The name of the physician who issued the physician
certification.

(V) The name of the patient.

(VI) The product name, if applicable, and dosage form,
including concentration of tetrahydrocannabinol and cannabidiol.
The product name may not contain wording commonly associated
with products marketed by or to children.

(VII) The recommended dose.

(VITII) A warning that it is illegal to transfer medical
marijuana to another person.

(IX) A marijuana universal symbol developed by the
department.

12. The medical marijuana treatment center shall include in
each package a patient package insert with information on the
specific product dispensed related to:

a. Clinical pharmacology.

b. Indications and use.

c. Dosage and administration.
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d. Dosage forms and strengths.

e. Contraindications.

f. Warnings and precautions.

g. Adverse reactions.

13. In addition to the packaging and labeling requirements
specified in subparagraphs 11. and 12., marijuana in a form for
smoking must be packaged in a sealed receptacle with a legible
and prominent warning to keep away from children and a warning
that states marijuana smoke contains carcinogens and may
negatively affect health. Such receptacles for marijuana in a
form for smoking must be plain, opaque, and white without
depictions of the product or images other than the medical
marijuana treatment center’s department-approved logo and the
marijuana universal symbol.

14. The department shall adopt rules to regulate the types,
appearance, and labeling of marijuana delivery devices dispensed
from a medical marijuana treatment center. The rules must
require marijuana delivery devices to have an appearance
consistent with medical use.

15. Each edible shall be individually sealed in plain,
opaque wrapping marked only with the marijuana universal symbol.
Where practical, each edible shall be marked with the marijuana
universal symbol. In addition to the packaging and labeling
requirements in subparagraphs 11. and 12., edible receptacles
must be plain, opaque, and white without depictions of the
product or images other than the medical marijuana treatment
center’s department-approved logo and the marijuana universal
symbol. The receptacle must also include a list of all the

edible’s ingredients, storage instructions, an expiration date,
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a legible and prominent warning to keep away from children and
pets, and a warning that the edible has not been produced or
inspected pursuant to federal food safety laws.

16. When dispensing marijuana or a marijuana delivery
device, a medical marijuana treatment center:

a. May dispense any active, wvalid order for low-THC
cannabis, medical cannabis and cannabis delivery devices issued
pursuant to former s. 381.986, Florida Statutes 2016, which was
entered into the medical marijuana use registry before July 1,
2017.

b. May not dispense more than a 70-day supply of marijuana
within any 70-day period to a qualified patient or caregiver.
May not dispense more than one 35-day supply of marijuana in a
form for smoking within any 35-day period to a qualified patient
or caregiver. A 35-day supply of marijuana in a form for smoking
may not exceed 2.5 ounces unless an exception to this amount is
approved by the department pursuant to paragraph (4) (f).

c. Must have the medical marijuana treatment center’s
employee who dispenses the marijuana or a marijuana delivery
device enter into the medical marijuana use registry his or her
name or unique employee identifier.

d. Must verify that the qualified patient and the
caregiver, 1if applicable, each have an active registration in
the medical marijuana use registry and an active and wvalid
medical marijuana use registry identification card, the amount
and type of marijuana dispensed matches the physician
certification in the medical marijuana use registry for that
qualified patient, and the physician certification has not

already been filled.
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e. May not dispense marijuana to a qualified patient who is
younger than 18 years of age. If the qualified patient is
younger than 18 years of age, marijuana may only be dispensed to
the qualified patient’s caregiver.

f. May not dispense or sell any other type of cannabis,
alcohol, or illicit drug-related product, including pipes or
wrapping papers made with tobacco or hemp, other than a
marijuana delivery device required for the medical use of
marijuana and which is specified in a physician certification.

g. Must, upon dispensing the marijuana or marijuana
delivery device, record in the registry the date, time,
quantity, and form of marijuana dispensed; the type of marijuana
delivery device dispensed; and the name and medical marijuana
use registry identification number of the qualified patient or
caregiver to whom the marijuana delivery device was dispensed.

h. Must ensure that patient records are not visible to
anyone other than the qualified patient, his or her caregiver,
and authorized medical marijuana treatment center employees.

(14) EXCEPTIONS TO OTHER LAWS.—

(e) Notwithstanding s. 893.13, s. 893.135, s. 893.147, or

any other law, but subject to the requirements of this section,

the department, including an employee of the department acting

within the scope of his or her employment, may acquire, possess,

test, transport, and lawfully dispose of marijuana and marijuana

delivery devices as provided in this section, in s. 381.988, and

by department rule.

Section 4. Section 401.23, Florida Statutes, is amended to
read:

401.23 Definitions.—As used in this part, the term:

Page 17 of 73

CODING: Words strieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




Florida Senate - 2022 SB 768

39-00626C-22 2022768
494 (1) “Advanced life support” means assessment or treatment
495| by a person certified gwatified under this part to perform
496| <+£hreough the uwse—-of techniques suveh asendotracheal intubations
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498| eardiaemonitoringyecardiacedefibrillation;——and other technigues
499 scribed for the paramedic level in £heEMP-ParamediecNationalt

500

502
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S
501 Transportation’s National EMS Education Standards and approved
by the department rule.
503 (2) “Advanced life support service” means any emergency
504| medical services provider that offers or provides +transport—er
505| neonrtransport—serviece—whieh—uses advanced life support
506| +teechnigues.

507 (3) “Air ambulance” means any fixed-wing or rotary-wing

508 aircraft used for, or intended to be used by an emergency

509| medical services provider to provide, advanced life support

510 services and transportation of individuals receiving such

511 services fer—air transportation of sickor inTured persoens
512 reguiring—or—tikely to—reguiremedical attentionduring

513| +ranspert.

514 (4) “Air ambulance service” means any emergency medical

515 services provider that offers or provides advanced life support

516 from or onboard an air ambulance publictyeor—privatelyowned

517 A rizra o~ lieceonand 205 S~~~ -~ PICE I I SN S 2 N Atza g na £ +haa
OC-LV_L\/C, T T C CTTTIOoCTTr =TT (& AL UL W S W 4 & i i W W ITCTT T tJ_LUV_LQ_LUllQ A\ = CIT 1O
518 Bart w1 ~h noaratao g Sl S Ao Franarmast Ao Ao
tJ()._L T WITITOTT UtJC_L().L,CO [ @ i g (S35 WAW gu Iy @ I i LWL e ) \—a bLullOtJULL, tJC_LOULIO
519 R I R r 1 ilealsy + oot e madtoanl bbb S oot e
J_C\il/l_l__l__l_ll\j O TN T \—awy J_C\il/l_l__\_c 14§ AP W i S WPy @ R Y T CCTITICITUTIT \J.L/l_l__l_ll\j
ANY 44 A\Y o o o 44
521 (5) “Ambulance” or “emergency medical services vehicle

522| means any privatelry—eor—publicely—owned land or water vehicle or
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523 alr ambulance that—dsdesigred—~econstructed;—reconstruoctedy
524| maintained;—eguipped—oroperatedFfor—and—3s used by fery or

525 intended to be used by an emergency medical services provider to

526| provide basic or advanced life support services for;—tand—-o¥r

527 water—transportation—-of sickor Injured persons—regurringor
528 Hikelyv—+to—reguiremedical attentionduring transporE.

529 (6) “Ambulance driver” means any person who meets the

530 requirements of s. 401.281.

531 (7) “Basic life support” means the assessment or treatment

532| Dby a person certified eguatified under this part to perform

533| +hroughthe uwseof techniques described in the United States

534 Department of Transportation’s EMT-Basie NationalStandard

535 Currieutumor—+the National EMS Education Standards ef—the HUnited
536 States bepartment—of Fransportatieon and approved by £he

537| department rule. The term includes the administration of oxygen

538 and other techniques that have been approved and are performed
539| under conditions specified by rules of the department.

540 (8) “Basic life support service” means any emergency

541| medical services provider that offers or provides serviece—which

542| wses only basic life support technigues.
543 (9) “Certification” means any authorization issued under

544| purswant—te this part to a person to provide basic life support

545| aef as an emergency medical technician or to provide basic and

546 advanced life support as a paramedic.

547 (10) “Department” means the Department of Health.

548 (11) “Emergency medical technician” means a person whe—is

549 certified by the department under this part to provide perform

550| Dbasic life support under medical direction in any of the

551 following settings: pursuant—te—thisparE
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552 (a) Local communities.
553 (b) Hospitals as defined in s. 395.002.
554 (c) Urgent care centers as defined in s. 395.002.
555 (d) Any other location specified by department rule.
556 (12) “Interfacility transfer” means the transportation by

557 ambulance of a patient between two facilities licensed under

558 chapter 393, chapter 395, chapter 400, or chapter 429 or other

559 facilities as specified by department rule—purswant—te—this
560| parkt.
561 (13) “Licensee” means any basic life support service,

562| advanced life support service, or air ambulance service licensed

563| under purswvant—te this part.

564 (14) “Medical direction” means oral instruction direet

565| swpervisien by a physician in person or through two-way voice

566 communication or, when such voice communication is unavailable,
567 through estaktished standing orders, pursuant to rules of the
568 department.

569 (15) “Medical director” means a physician who is employed
570 or contracted by a licensee and who provides medical direction
571| swpervisien, including apprepriaste quality assurance but not
572 including administrative and managerial functions, for daily
573 operations and training under purswant—te this part.

574 (16) “Mutual aid agreement” means a written agreement

575| between two or more entities whereby the signing parties agree
576| to lend aid to one another under conditions specified in the

577 agreement and as authorized sanetioned by the governing body of

578 each affected county.
579 (17) “Paramedic” means a person whe—+s certified by the

580 department under this part to provide perferm basic and advanced
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581 life support under medical direction in any of the following

582 settings:

583 (a) Local communities.

584 (b) Hospitals as defined in s. 395.002.

585 (c) Urgent care centers as defined in s. 395.002.

586 (d) Any other location specified by department rule

587| pursuwant—te—thispart.

588 (18) “Permit” means any authorization issued under pursuvant

589| +£e this part for a vehicle to be operated as a basic life
590 support or advanced life support transport vehicle or an
591 advanced life support nontransport vehicle providing basic or

592 advanced life support.

593 (19) “Physician” means a person practitiener—who—is
K

594 licensed to practice medicine under £he—provisiens—ef chapter

595 458 or osteopathic medicine under chapter 459. For the purpose

596 of providing “medical direction” as defined in subsection (14)
597 for the treatment of patients immediately before prier—+e or

598 during transportation to a United States Department of Veterans
599| Affairs medical facility, “physician” also means a person

600 appointed to a physician position praectitioner—emptoyed by the
601 Secretary of the United States Department of Veterans Affairs.
602 (20) “Registered nurse” means a person practitieoner—who—3s
603 licensed to practice professional nursing under pursuwant—te part
604 I of chapter 464.

605 (21) “Service location” means any permanent location in or
606 from which a licensee solicits, accepts, or conducts business
607| under this part.

008 (22) “Wolunteer ambulance service” means a faith-based,

609| not-for-profit charitable corporation registered under chapter
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617 which is licensed under this part as a basic life support
service or an advanced life support service; which is not a
parent, subsidiary, or affiliate of, or related to, any for-
profit entity; and which uses only unpaid volunteers to provide
basic life support services or advanced life support services
free of charge, is not operating for pecuniary profit or
financial gain, and does not distribute to or inure to the
benefit of its directors, volunteers, members, or officers any
part of its assets or income.

Section 5. Paragraph (d) of subsection (2) of section
401.25, Florida Statutes, i1s amended to read:

401.25 Licensure as a basic life support or an advanced
life support service.—

(2) The department shall issue a license for operation to
any applicant who complies with the following requirements:

(d) The applicant has obtained a certificate of public
convenience and necessity from each county in which the
applicant will operate. In issuing the certificate of public
convenience and necessity, the governing body of each county
shall consider the recommendations of municipalities within its

jurisdiction. An applicant that is an active emergency medical

fi¥st responder agency 1is exempt from this requirement if it:

1. Is a faith-based, not-for-profit charitable corporation
registered under chapter 617 which has been responding to
medical emergencies in this state for at least 10 consecutive
years.

2. Is not a parent, subsidiary, or affiliate of, or related
to, any for-profit entity.

3. Provides basic life support services or advanced life
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639 support services solely through at least 50 unpaid licensed
640 emergency medical technician or paramedic volunteers.
641 4. Is not operating for pecuniary profit or financial gain.
642 5. Does not distribute to or inure to the benefit of its
643| directors, members, or officers any part of its assets or
644 income.
645 6. Does not receive any government funding. However, the

646| volunteer ambulance service may receive funding from specialty

647 license plate proceeds.

048 7. Has never had a license denied, revoked, or suspended.
649 8. Provides services free of charge.
650 9. As part of its application for licensure, provides to

651 the department a management plan that includes a training

652| program, dispatch protocols, a complaint management system, an
653| accident or injury handling system, a quality assurance program,
654 and proof of adequate insurance coverage to meet state or county
655 insurance requirements, whichever requirements are greater.

656 10. Provides a disclaimer on all written materials that the
657| volunteer ambulance service is not associated with the state’s
658 911 system.

659
660 The exemption under this paragraph may be granted to no more

661 than four counties. This exemption notwithstanding, an applicant
662 is not exempted from and must comply with all other requirements
663 for licensure. An applicant must also take all reasonable

664| efforts to enter into a memorandum of understanding with the

665 emergency medical services licensee within whose jurisdiction

666 the applicant will provide services in order to facilitate

667 communications and coordinate emergency services for situations
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beyond the scope of the applicant’s capacity and for situations
of advanced life support that are deemed priority 1 or priority
2 emergencies.

Section 6. Subsections (3), (4), and (5) of section 401.27,
Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

401.27 Personnel; standards and certification.—

(3) Any person who desires to be certified or recertified
as an emergency medical technician or paramedic must apply to
the department uwrder—easth on forms provided by the department
which shall contain such information as the department
reasonably requires, which may include affirmative evidence of
ability to comply with applicable laws and rules. The department
shall determine whether the applicant meets the requirements
specified in this section and in rules of the department and
shall issue a certificate to any person who meets such
requirements.

(4) An applicant for certification or recertification as an
emergency medical technician or paramedic must:

(a) Have completed an appropriate training program as
follows:

1. For an emergency medical technician, an emergency
medical technician training program approved by the department
as equivalent to the most recent EMF-BasieNatieonal—Standard

P N I
U I Hi S B NP W R S @ B R 4

or—the National EMS Education Standards of the United

States Department of Transportation;

2. For a paramedic, a paramedic training program approved
by the department as equivalent to the most recent EMP-Paramedie
Netienal—Standard Currievtum—or—+the National EMS Education

Standards of the United States Department of Transportation;
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(b) Confirm Certifyundereoath that he or she is not

addicted to alcohol or any controlled substance;

(c) Confirm €Certify—under—oath that he or she is free from
any physical or mental defect or disease that might impair the
applicant’s ability to perform his or her duties;

(d) Within 2 years after program completion have passed an
examination developed or required by the department;

(e)1l. For an emergency medical technician, hold a current
American Heart Association cardiopulmonary resuscitation course
card or an American Red Cross cardiopulmonary resuscitation
course card or its equivalent as defined by department rule;

2. For a paramedic, hold a certificate of successful course
completion in advanced cardiac life support from the American
Heart Association or its equivalent as defined by department

rule;

prescribed in s. 401.34, and submit to the examination provider

the nonrefundable whieh examination fee widtdl—be required for

each examination administered to an applicant; and
(g) Submit a completed application to the department, which
application documents compliance with paragraphs (a), (b)), (c),

(e), (f), and this paragraph, and, if applicable, paragraph (d).
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755 state. Such agreement shall include, at a minimum, a commitment
756| by the provider to conduct the field experience portion of the

757| education program. Evidence of an affiliation agreement is not

758| required if the applicant is licensed by the department as an

759| advanced life support service.

760 4. Documentation verifying faculty, including:

761 a. A medical director who is a licensed physician meeting
762 the applicable requirements for emergency medical services

763| medical directors as outlined in this chapter and rules of the
764| department. The medical director shall have the duty and

765| responsibility of certifying that graduates have successfully
766 completed all phases of the education program and are proficient
767 in basic or advanced life support techniques, as applicable.

768 b. A program director responsible for the operation,

769 organization, periodic review, administration, development, and
770 approval of the program.

771 5. Documentation verifying that the curriculum:

772
773
774
775
776 Natieonal—Standard Curriculumor—the National EMS Education
7777

778 b. Includes 2 hours of instruction on the trauma scorecard
779| methodologies for assessment of adult trauma patients and

780| pediatric trauma patients as specified by the department by

781 rule.

782 6. Evidence of sufficient medical and educational equipment

783 to meet emergency medical services training program needs.
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(b) Receive a scheduled in-person or department-approved

remote audio-visual site visit from the department to the

applicant’s institution——Suveh site—visitshall be conduected

within 30 days after the department’s notification to the

institution that the application was accepted for onsite review.

During the site visit, the department must determine the
applicant’s compliance with the following criteria:

1. Emergency medical technician programs must be a minimum
of 300 336 hours, with at least 20 hours of supervised clinical
supervision, including 10 hours in a hospital emergency
department.

2. Paramedic programs must be available only to Florida-
certified emergency medical technicians or am emergency medical

technicians, active duty and reserve military-trained emergency

medical technicians, and emergency medical technician applicants

apptieant who will obtain Florida certification before prier—*eo

completion of phase one of the paramedic program. Paramedic
programs must be a minimum of 1,100 #6866 hours of didactic and
skills practice components, with the skills laboratory student-
to-instructor ratio not exceeding six to one. Paramedic programs
must provide a field internship experience aboard an advanced
life support permitted ambulance. However, a portion of the
field internship experience may be satisfied aboard an advanced
life support permitted vehicle other than an ambulance or by

supervised, remote live videoconferencing together with

simulated direct patient contact in a simulated advanced life

support ambulance as provided determined by rule—eof—Ethe

department rule.

(2) A program may request department approval to substitute

Page 28 of 73

CODING: Words strieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




Florida Senate - 2022 SB 768

39-00626C-22 2022768

813 simulation and remote, live videoconferencing for supervised in-

814| person clinical instruction and direct patient-contact skills

815 laboratory requirements. Requests must be made in writing and

816| dinclude the following:

817 (a) The written approval of the training program medical

818 director.

819 (b) Documentation that all hospitals or emergency medical

820 services providers with whom the program has an existing

821 affiliation agreement have suspended in-person access for

822| purposes of supervised clinical instruction and direct patient-

823| contact field internships.

824 (c) The time period during which in-person access has been

825 suspended.

826 (d) Documentation of the design, development, and

827 implementation of simulation and videoconferencing training.

828 (e) Documentation of the inclusion of simulation and

829| wvideoconferencing within the curriculum, the efficacy of

830 simulation and videoconferencing, and student evaluations of

831 simulation, debriefing, and videoconferencing.

832 (3) After completion of the site visit, the department

833 shall prepare a report that must whieh—shaltdt be provided to the
834 institution. Upon completion of the report, an #he application
835 from a program that meets the criteria in paragraph (1) (b) is

836| shald—be deemed complete, and the—provisions—of s. 120.60

837 applies. An application from a program that does not meet the

838 criteria in paragraph (1) (b) is deemed incomplete, and

839 subsection (5) applies shall—appty.
840 (4)43> If the program is approved, the department must

841 issue the institution a 2-year certificate of approval as an
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emergency medical technician training program or a paramedic

training program. The department shall renew the certificate of

approval upon receipt of a written statement from the program

attesting that the training program continues to meet the

requirements of the Department of Education and remains

accredited by a national organization recognized by the

department. The department shall perform a site visit for all

initial nonaccredited programs. The department may periodically

and randomly perform in-person and remote telecommunication

inspection site visits to ensure compliance with this part and

department rules.

(5) If an #he application is deemed incomplete denied, the

department must notify the applicant of any errors, omissions,

and areas—ef—strength;y areas needing improvement+ and any

suggested means of improving imprevemernt—ef the program. The
applicant must respond within 5 days after receiving the

department’s notice either with a notice of intent to provide a

plan of correction or a request for the department to proceed

with a final determination on the application without a plan of

correction. A denialnetificationshall be provided—Fteo—Ethe
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tieon—preocessing—in——s+—320-60-—Fhe plan of correction

must be received by submitted—+te the department within 30 days

P, I IR

after the date of the applicant’s notice of intent and must

specify the date by which the applicant intends to complete the

application ef—the—mnetiece. The department shall notify adwise
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the applicant of its approval or denial of the plan of
correction within 30 days after ef receipt. The denial of the
plan of correction or denial of the application may be reviewed
as provided in chapter 120.

(6) 44> Approved emergency medical services training
programs must maintain records and reports that must be made
available to the department, upon written request. Such records
must include student applications, records of attendance,
records of participation in hospital clinic and field training,
medical records, course objectives and outlines, class
schedules, learning objectives, lesson plans, number of
applicants, number of students accepted, admission requirements,
description of qualifications, duties and responsibilities of
faculty, and correspondence.

(7)45» Each approved program must notify the department
within 30 days after any change in the professional or
employment status of faculty. Each approved program must require
its students to pass a comprehensive final written and practical
examination evaluating the skills described in the current
United States Department of Transportation EMT-Basic or EMT-
Paramedic National Standard Curriculum or the National EMS
Education Standards and approved by the department. Each
approved program must issue a certificate of completion to
program graduates within 14 days after completion.

Section 8. Section 401.272, Florida Statutes, is amended to
read:

401.272 Emergency medical services community health care.—

(1) The purpose of this section is to encourage more

effective use uwtilizatien of the skills of emergency medical
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technicians and paramedics by enabling them to perform, in
partnership with local county health departments, specific
additional health care tasks that are consistent with the public
health and welfare.

(2) Notwithstanding any other prewvisien—ef law to the
contrary:

(a) Paramedics or emergency medical technicians may perform
health promotion and wellness activities and—blood—pressure
sereenings 1n a nonemergency environment, within the scope of
their training, and under medical direction the—direetion—-of—a

medieal—direetor. As used in this paragraph, the term “health

promotion and wellness” means the provision of public health
programs pertaining to the prevention of illness and injury.
(b) Paramedics may administer immunizations and other

public health countermeasures in a nonemergency environment,

within the scope of their training, and under medical £he

direction efa medieatl direcetor. There must be a written

agreement between the paramedic’s medical director and the

department or the county health department located in each

county in which the paramedic administers immunizations or other

public health countermeasures. This agreement must establish the

protocols, policies, and procedures under which the paramedic
must operate.
(3) Each medical director under whose direction a paramedic

administers immunizations or other public health countermeasures

must verify and document that the paramedic has received
sufficient training and experience to administer the

immunizations or other public health countermeasures, as

applicable. The verification must be documented on forms

Page 32 of 73

CODING: Words strieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




929
930
931
932
933
934
935
936
937
938
939
940
941
942
943
944
945
946
947
948
949
950
951
952
953
954
955
956
957

Florida Senate - 2022 SB 768

39-00626C-22 2022768
developed by the department, and the completed forms must be
maintained at the service location of the licensee and made
available to the department upon request.

(4) The department may adopt and enforce all rules
necessary to enforce the provisions relating to a paramedic’s

administration of immunizations and other public health

countermeasures and the performance of health promotion and

wellness activities andbtood pressuresereenings by a paramedic

or emergency medical technician in a nonemergency environment.

Section 9. Subsections (1), (2), and (4) of section 401.30,
Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

401.30 Records.—

(1) Each licensee must maintain accurate records of

emergency calls on written or electronic forms that contain such

information as is required by the department. The written or

electronic Fhese records must be available for inspection by the

department at any reasonable time, and paper or electronic

copies thereof must be furnished to the department upon request.
The department shall prescribe by rule the give—eachticensee

arotiece—of what information such forms must contain.

(2) Each licensee must provide the receiving facility
kespitad with a copy of an individual patient care record for
each patient whe—3s transported to the receiving facility

hospitalt. The information contained in the patient care record

and the method and timeframe for providing the record shall be

prescribed by department rule ef—+the department.

(4) Records of emergency calls which contain patient

examination or treatment information are confidential and exempt

from the provisions of s. 119.07(1) and may not be disclosed
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without the consent of the person to whom they pertain, but
appropriate limited disclosure may be made without such consent:

(a) To the person’s guardian as defined in s. 744.102, to

the person’s designated surrogate as defined in s. 765.101, to

the person’s personal representative or trustee as those terms

are defined in s. 731.201 te—the—nesxt—of—Xin 1if the person is

deceased, or to a minor’s principal as defined in s. 765.101

Baxr 1 F + 1 noaranrn 1o o ] .
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(b) To facility hespitat personnel for use in conjunction
with the treatment of the patient;
(c) To the department;

(d) To the emergency medical services provider serviee

medical director;

(e) For use in a critical incident stress debriefing. Any
such discussions during a critical incident stress debriefing
shall be considered privileged communication under s. 90.503;

(f) In any civil or criminal action, unless otherwise
prohibited by law, upon the issuance of a subpoena from a court
of competent jurisdiction and proper notice by the party seeking
such records, to the patient or his or her legal representative;
or

(g) To a local trauma agency or a regional trauma agency,
or a panel or committee assembled by such an agency to assist
the agency in performing quality assurance activities in
accordance with a plan approved under s. 395.401. Records
obtained under this paragraph are confidential and exempt from

s. 119.07(1) and s. 24(a), Art. I of the State Constitution.

Notwithstanding any other law to the contrary, the release of
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patient care records or data from patient care records must be

in accordance with s. 401.425 and chapter 405. This subsection

does not prohibit the department or a licensee from providing
information to any law enforcement agency or any other
regulatory agency responsible for the regulation or supervision
of emergency medical services and personnel.

Section 10. Subsections (4) through (7) of section 401.34,
Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

401.34 Fees.—

(4) (a) If a certificate, license, or permit issued under
this part is lost or destroyed, the person or entity to whom the
certificate, license, or permit was issued may, upon payment of

a fee to be set by the department not to exceed $10, obtain a

guptieater—or substitute thereof.

(b) Upon surrender of the original emergency medical
technician or paramedic certificate and receipt of a replacement
fee to be set by the department not to exceed $10, the
department shall issue a replacement certificate to make a

change in name.
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Section 11. Subsection (5) of section 401.425, Florida
Statutes, is amended, and subsection (8) 1is added to that
section, to read:

401.425 Emergency medical services quality assurance;
immunity from liability.—

(5) The records or reports obtained or produced by a

committee providing quality assurance or quality improvement

activities as described in subsections (1)-(4) are exempt from

as—ef s. 119.07(1) and s. 24(a), Art. I of the State

+1h Ny ostza g

T t/J_UV_Ls_)_LU
Constitution, and committee proceedings and meetings regarding
quality assurance or quality improvement activities are exempt

from the—provisiens—oef s. 286.011 and s. 24(b), Art. I of the

State Constitution. The investigations, proceedings, and records
of a committee providing quality assurance activities as
described in subsections (1)-(4) are shai+ not be subject to
discovery or introduction into evidence in any civil action or
disciplinary proceeding by the department or employing agency

arising out of matters that whieh are the subject of evaluation

and review by the committee, and a ae person who was in
attendance at a meeting of such committee may not shaltt be
permitted or required to testify in any such civil action or
disciplinary proceeding as to any evidence or other matters
produced or presented during the proceedings of such committee
or as to any findings, recommendations, evaluations, opinions,
or other actions of such committee or any members thereof.
However, information, documents, or records provided to the

committee from sources external to the committee are not immune
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from discovery or use in any such civil action or disciplinary
proceeding merely because they were presented during proceedings
of such committee, nor may shewtd any person who testifies

before a committee or who is a member of such committee be
prevented from testifying as to matters within the person’s
knowledge, but, such witness may shaltd not be asked about his or
her testimony before a committee or information obtained from or
opinions formed by him or her as a result of participating in

activities conducted by a committee.

(8) An emergency medical review committee may review the

performance of an emergency medical technician, a paramedic, or

an emergency medical services provider and make recommendations

for performance improvement.

Section 12. Section 401.435, Florida Statutes, i1s amended

to read:

401.435 Emergency medical First responder agencies and

training.—
(1) The department must adopt by rule the United States

Department of Transportation National EMS Education Standards

for the Emergency Medical Responder level Serviees:t—FirsE

Respender TrainingLCourse as the minimum standard for emergency
medical f£i¥st responder training. In addition, the department

must adopt rules establishing minimum emergency medical £irsE

responder instructor qualifications. For purposes of this

section, an emergency medical a—first responder includes any

individual who receives training to render initial care to an
ill or injured person, other than an individual trained and
certified pursuant to s. 943.1395(1), but who does not have the

primary responsibility of treating and transporting ill or
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1074 injured persons.

1075 (2) Each emergency medical $£i¥st responder agency must take

1076 all reasonable efforts to enter into a memorandum of

1077| understanding with the emergency medical services licensee

1078| within whose territory the agency operates in order to

1079 coordinate emergency services at an emergency scene. The

1080| department must provide a model memorandum of understanding for
1081| this purpose. The memorandum of understanding must sheuld

1082 include dispatch protocols, the roles and responsibilities of

1083| emergency medical £iest responder personnel at an emergency

1084 scene, and the documentation required for patient care rendered.

1085| For purposes of this section, the term “emergency medical £firsE

1086 responder agency” includes a law enforcement agency, a fire

1087 service agency not licensed under this part, a lifequard agency,
1088 and a volunteer organization that renders, as part of its

1089 routine functions, on-scene patient care before emergency

1090| medical technicians or paramedics arrive.

1091 Section 13. Subsection (1) of section 460.406, Florida
1092 Statutes, is amended to read:

1093 460.406 Licensure by examination.—

1094 (1) Any person desiring to be licensed as a chiropractic

1095| physician must apply to the department to take the licensure
1096| examination. There shall be an application fee set by the board
1097 not to exceed $100 which shall be nonrefundable. There shall
1098 also be an examination fee not to exceed $500 plus the actual
1099| per applicant cost to the department for purchase of portions of
1100 the examination from the National Board of Chiropractic

1101 Examiners or a similar national organization, which may be

1102 refundable if the applicant is found ineligible to take the
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1103 examination. The department shall examine each applicant whom

1104| whe the board certifies has met all of the following criteria:

1105 (a) Completed the application form and remitted the

1106| appropriate fee.

1107 (b) Submitted proof satisfactory to the department that he
1108 or she is not less than 18 years of age.

1109 (c) Submitted proof satisfactory to the department that he
1110 or she is a graduate of a chiropractic college which is

1111| accredited by or has status with the Council on Chiropractic
1112| Education or its predecessor agency. However, any applicant who
1113 is a graduate of a chiropractic college that was initially

1114 accredited by the Council on Chiropractic Education in 1995, who
1115 graduated from such college within the 4 years immediately

1116| preceding such accreditation, and who is otherwise qualified is
1117| shatdt—Pbe eligible to take the examination. An Ne application for
1118 a license to practice chiropractic medicine may not shaltt be
1119| denied solely because the applicant is a graduate of a

1120 chiropractic college that subscribes to one philosophy of

1121 chiropractic medicine as distinguished from another.

1122 (d)1. For an applicant who has matriculated in a

1123 chiropractic college before prier—te July 2, 1990, completed at
1124 least 2 years of residence college work, consisting of a minimum
1125 of one-half the work acceptable for a bachelor’s degree granted
1126 on the basis of a 4-year period of study, in a college or

1127 university accredited by an institutional accrediting agency

1128 recognized and approved by the United States Department of
1129| Education. However, before prier—te being certified by the board

1130 to sit for the examination, each applicant who has matriculated

1131 in a chiropractic college after July 1, 1990, must shatt have
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1132 been granted a bachelor’s degree, based upon 4 academic years of
1133 study, by a college or university accredited by an institutional
1134| a—regronat accrediting agency that whieh is a member of the
1135| Commission on Recognition of Postsecondary Accreditation.

1136 2. Effective July 1, 2000, completed, before prier—teo

1137| matriculation in a chiropractic college, at least 3 years of
1138 residence college work, consisting of a minimum of 90 semester
1139| hours leading to a bachelor’s degree in a liberal arts college

1140 or university accredited by an institutional accrediting agency

1141 recognized and approved by the United States Department of

1142| Education. However, before prier—+te being certified by the board
1143 to sit for the examination, each applicant who has matriculated
1144 in a chiropractic college after July 1, 2000, must shald have

1145 been granted a bachelor’s degree from an institution holding

1146 accreditation for that degree from an institutional a—regienat

1147 accrediting agency that whieh 1s recognized by the United States
1148 Department of Education. The applicant’s chiropractic degree
1149| must consist of credits earned in the chiropractic program and
1150 may not include academic credit for courses from the bachelor’s
1151 degree.

1152 (e) Successfully completed the National Board of

1153 Chiropractic Examiners certification examination in parts I, II,
1154 ITI, and IV, and the physiotherapy examination of the National
1155| Board of Chiropractic Examiners, with a score approved by the
1156| Dboard.

1157 (f) Submitted to the department a set of fingerprints on a
1158 form and under procedures specified by the department, along

1159| with payment in an amount equal to the costs incurred by the

1160 Department of Health for the criminal background check of the
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1161 applicant.
1162
1163 The board may require an applicant who graduated from an
1164 institution accredited by the Council on Chiropractic Education
1165| more than 10 years before the date of application to the board
1166 to take the National Board of Chiropractic Examiners Special
1167 Purposes Examination for Chiropractic, or its equivalent, as
1168| determined by the board. The board shall establish by rule a
1169| passing score.
1170 Section 14. Subsection (4) of section 464.008, Florida
1171 Statutes, 1s amended to read:
1172 464.008 Licensure by examination.—
1173
1174
1175
1176
1177
1178
1179
1180
1181 Section 15. Paragraph (e) of subsection (1) of section

1182 464.018, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

1183 464.018 Disciplinary actions.—

1184 (1) The following acts constitute grounds for denial of a
1185 license or disciplinary action, as specified in ss. 456.072(2)
1186| and 464.0095:

1187 (e) Having been found guilty of—regarddess—of

1188| adiuwdieations or entered a plea of nolo contendere or guilty to,

1189 regardless of adjudication, any offense prohibited under s.
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1190 435.04 or similar statute of another jurisdiction; or having
1191 committed an act which constitutes domestic violence as defined
1192 in s. 741.28.
1193 Section 16. Present subsections (13) and (14) of section
1194 467.003, Florida Statutes, are redesignated as subsections (14)
1195 and (15), respectively, a new subsection (13) is added to that
1196 section, and subsections (1) and (12) of that section are
1197 amended, to read:
1198 467.003 Definitions.—As used in this chapter, unless the
1199| context otherwise requires:
1200 (1) “Approved midwifery program” means a—midwifery——schoot
1201| e¥ a midwifery training program whieh—3s approved by the
1202 department pursuant to s. 467.205.
1203 (12) “Preceptor” means a physician licensed under chapter

1204 458 or chapter 459, a lieemsed midwife licensed under this

1205| chapter, or a certified nurse midwife licensed under chapter

1206 464+ who has a minimum of 3 years’ professional experiences and
1207 who directs, teaches, supervises, and evaluates the learning

1208 experiences of a £he student midwife as part of an approved

1209| midwifery program.

1210 (13) “Prelicensure course” means a course of study, offered

1211| by an approved midwifery program and approved by the department,

1212 which an applicant for licensure must complete before a license

1213| may be issued and which provides instruction in the laws and

1214 rules of this state and demonstrates the student’s competency to

1215| practice midwifery under this chapter.
1216 Section 17. Section 467.009, Florida Statutes, is amended
1217 to read:

1218 467.009 Approved midwifery programs; education and training
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requirements.—
(1) The department shall adopt standards for approved

midwifery programs which must include, but need not be limited

to, standards for all of the following:
(a) —Fhe stondards—shaltlenecompass Clinical and classroom

instruction in all aspects of prenatal, intrapartal, and

postpartal care, including all of the following:

Obstetrics.s+

Neonatal pediatrics.s

Basic sciences.+

Female reproductive anatomy and physiology.+
Behavioral sciences.+

Childbirth education.s

Community care.s

Epidemiology.+

Genetics.y

Embryology.+

= = (O |00 ~ o |1 [IaN w N =
= (o |- . . . . . . . .

Neonatology.+

[
N

Applied pharmacology.+

The medical and legal aspects of midwifery.s
Gynecology and women’s health.s

Family planning.s

Nutrition during pregnancy and lactation.s

Breastfeeding.+—and

R
< o |0 > W

[
Co

Basic nursing skills+—and—any—eotherinstruction

(b) The—stondards—shall incerporate—+the Core competencies,

incorporating those established by the American College of Nurse

Midwives and the Midwives Alliance of North America, including
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knowledge, skills, and professional behavior in all of the
following areas:

1. Primary management, collaborative management, referral,
and medical consultation.s

2. Antepartal, intrapartal, postpartal, and neonatal care.+
Family planning and gynecological care.s

Common complications.;—and

Professional responsibilities.

c) Noncurricular Fhe—standards—shalt—inelude nonewrricutum

—

matters under this section, including, but not limited to,
staffing and teacher qualifications.

(2) An approved midwifery program must offer shall—inelude

a course of study amd—eltinieal—training for a minimum of 3 years

which incorporates all of the standards, curriculum guidelines,

and educational objectives provided in this section and the

rules adopted hereunder.

(3) An approved midwifery program may reduce FEf—the

—-nmvx'lﬂn—-\rﬂ— E RN VY B~ NE L B E T 1 conanA a0 AT o
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has—previousraursingeor midwifery—edueatieon; the required period

of training may—be—redueed to the extent of the student’s
apptieantls qualifications as a registered nurse or licensed

practical nurse or based on prior completion of equivalent

nursing or midwifery education, as determined wrder—rules
adepted by £he department rule—Fanrneo—easeshall the training be

Nars oA oo
A\ (=8 I T S A ) O OO0 O

(4) 43> An approved midwifery program may accept students

apptieant—shatt have both:

(a) A high school diploma or its equivalent.
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(b) Taken three college-level credits each of math and
English or demonstrated competencies in communication and
computation.

(5)44)> As part of its course of study, an approved

midwifery program must require clinical training that includes

all of the following:

AN ot Aot o A PR EEEE IR ot r ooy alh 11 Nyt 1
a Yy o COUTTTC LY Ru R ) ) o m my wyy A\ g Lll\j l,J_uLllLll\j, [ & = e = UITOUOCT T TN T
ghrder—the SHpeEvIESToth of—a pICCCptuI, The care of 50 women in

each of the prenatal, intrapartal, and postpartal periods under

the supervision of a preceptor.—bwt The same women need not be

seen through all three periods.
(b)45) Observation of The—studentmidwifeshalloebserve an
additional 25 women in the intrapartal period keforeeguatifying

For o T4
[ S T [ S W

n o
TThOoOT

(6) Clinical Fhe training required under this section must

include all of the following:
(a) shaltl—drmelwde Training in eifher hospitals or

alternative birth settings, or both.

(b) A requirement that students demonstrate competency in

S
the assessment of and differentiation—with particutar emphasis

~ 1 ENE SN I

+ 1 — + A £y s
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ate between low-risk

pregnancies and high-risk pregnancies.

(7) A hospital or birthing center receiving public funds
shall be required to provide student midwives access to observe
labor, delivery, and postpartal procedures, provided the woman
in labor has given informed consent. The Department of Health
shall assist in facilitating access to hospital training for
approved midwifery programs.

(8) 474 The Department of Education shall adopt curricular
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frameworks for midwifery programs offered by eonduected—within

public educational institutions under purswant—te this section.

Section 18. Section 467.011, Florida Statutes, 1s amended

to read:

467.011 Licensed midwives; qualifications; examination

ITieensure by examination.—
(1Y T Aot~ A7 ] N P I N P S NE SN N NN S N + Nt
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43+ The department shall issue a license to practice

midwifery to an applicant who meets all of the following

criteria:

(1) Demonstrates that he or she has graduated from one of

the following:

(a) An approved midwifery program.

(b) A medical or midwifery program offered in another

state, jurisdiction, territory, or country whose graduation

requirements were equivalent to or exceeded those required by s.

467.009 and the rules adopted thereunder at the time of

graduation.

(2) Demonstrates that he or she has amd successfully

completed a prelicensure course offered by an approved midwifery
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program. Students graduating from an approved midwifery program

may meet this requirement by showing that the content

requirements for the prelicensure course were covered as part of

their course of study.

(3) Submits an application for licensure on a form approved

by the department and pays the appropriate fee.

(4) Demonstrates that he or she has received a passing

score on an £he examination specified by the department—upern

£

T .

Sz £ + 1 13 o0 aqq
Ty IttC I o T C T C T oo

rooyilg
T T oo T

A\

q

§o}

Section 19. Florida Statutes, 1s amended
to read:
467.0125 Licensed midwives;

qualifications; Lieensugre—by

temporary certificates.—

endorsement;

(1) The department shall issue a license by endorsement to
practice midwifery to an applicant who, upon applying to the
department, demonstrates to the department that she or he meets

all of the following criteria:

a | UanlAda o <7073 A At £ ~o 4 £V
T norOo o varrztO CCrocrrrrrrCact—OT

1 an £ mAa
TOT—0OT <

2] o .
TP T Oty (>

2+~ Holds an active, unencumbered a—vatideertificate oF

license to practice midwifery in another state, jurisdiction, or
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jurisdiction, or territory at the

time the license was issued were +therefor are deemed by —Ethe

Aarn o vt~
S pPpa T cct

exeeedy+ those established under this chapter and the rules

adopted hereunder uwnder—this—echapter.
(b) Has successfully completed a 4—-menth prelicensure

£+ N
T C U I

substantially equivalent to+ or exceeded %o

course conducted by an approved midwifery program ard—has
b - . ] i - ]
comptetion.
(c) Submits an application for licensure on a form approved
by the department and pays the appropriate fee Has—suecessfully

(2) The department may issue a temporary certificate to

practice in areas of critical need to an applicant amny midwife

who is qualifying for a midwifery license lieensure—by
endersement under subsection (1) and who meets all of the

letgine roaatara ~bq Ao
TOW It St CTtxroits .

He

(
following criteria;—with—the—Ffo

(a) Submits an application for a temporary certificate on a

form approved by the department and pays the appropriate fee,

which may not exceed $50 and is in addition to the fee required

for licensure by endorsement under subsection (1).

(b) Specifies on the application that he or she will Fhe

Danartmant £ TaT4+h a1l Ak st + 1 PN P RS e I A
L/CtJ()._L CITCTTTC A\ - IICTO I CIT [ | & = g = A\ 5\ PR Ul W i ) (N S i ) Wy T LT TO A\ = C LT T C I CTTI llccu,
apd—the midwifese—ecertified—shall practice only in one or more

of the following locations:

1. A county health department.

2. A correctional facility.

3. A United States Department of Veterans Affairs clinic.
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4. A community health center funded by s. 329, s. 330, or
s. 340 of the Public Health Service Act.

5. Any other agency or institution that is approved by the

State Surgeon General and provides health care to meet the needs

of an underserved population in this state.

(c) Will practice only these—speeifie—areas+ under the

supervision auspiees of a physician licensed under pursuant—*te

chapter 458 or chapter 459, a certified nurse midwife licensed
under pursuwant—te part I of chapter 464, or a midwife licensed
under this chapter+ who has a minimum of 3 years’ professional
experience.

(3) The department may issue a temporary certificate under

this section with the following restrictions:

(a) A requirement that a temporary certificateholder

practice only in areas of critical need. The State Surgeon

General shall determine the areas of critical need, which Sueh

hatd+ include, but are not be limited to, health

professional shortage areas designated by the United States
Department of Health and Human Services.

(b) A requirement that if a temporary certificateholder’s

practice area ceases to be an area of critical need, within 30

days after such change the certificateholder must either:

1. Report a new practice area of critical need to the

department; or

2. Voluntarily relinquish the temporary certificate.

(4) The department shall review a temporary

certificateholder’s practice at least annually to determine

whether the certificateholder is meeting the requirements of

subsections (2) and (3) and the rules adopted thereunder. If the
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compliant, and has maintained compliance, eempties with the

requirements of standards—developed—under s. 467.009 and the

rules adopted thereunder.

(3)45> If the department finds that an approved midwifery

program 1is not in compliance with the requirements of s. 467.009

or the rules adopted thereunder, or has lost its accreditation

status, the department must provide its finding to the program

in writing and mre—lengermeeckts—the reguiredstandards;—=+ may

place the program on probationary status for a specified period

of time, which may not exceed 3 years uamptil-—suveh—time—as—the

standards are roestorad,

(4) If a program on probationary status does not come into

compliance with the requirements of s. 467.009 or the rules

adopted thereunder, or regain its accreditation status, as

applicable, within the period specified by the department failts

+ + +h o PR I S IR X T~ S T N = T NN i =i a e a £ + -
T T Ccrrc ot OGOt wrcirtit o opCtTrrrCO PTG OTT—Cc 1ttt

P N
cOoOTTTTT <7

the department may rescind the program’s approval.

(5) A Any program that has having its approval rescinded

has shall—hawve the right to reapply for approval.

(6) The department may grant provisional approval of a new

program seeking accreditation status, for a period not to exceed

5 years, provided that all other requirements of this section

are met.

(7) The department may rescind provisional approval of a

program that fails to meet the requirements of s. 467.009, this

section, or the rules adopted thereunder, in accordance with
procedures provided in subsections (3) and (4) may be—egranted
£

+1h
cIIc

11 0an + o £ + 1 + = al oo
T CCT TS S SN 5 A C Tt TTOO D

s
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roorc— o oox T o

perding & & gaEing
Section 21. Subsections (2), (3), and (4) and paragraphs
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(a) and (b)

Statutes,
468.803 License,

2022768

of subsection (5) of section 468.803, Florida
are amended to read:
registration, and examination
requirements.—

(2) An applicant for registration, examination, or
licensure must apply to the department on a form prescribed by
the board for consideration of board approval. Each initial
applicant shall submit a&—set—of fingerprints to the department

in accordance with en—afermand uwnder procedures specified by

the department—eterng—with povyment—In o oroart——eoguat—teo—+the
eosts—ineurred—by the department for state and national criminal

S IRV NEE PNE S IR P ~NE AN T 0 NP B N I NE 2N S~ 2 N + 1 NDernartrmaoant £ T g
Tt TrprIitts prov OO Oy ot oppTrrCcaitc o ot oCparcittCitc O ouw
Enfoarrnammant £y o o+ o4 Arga A PN IR = BN R N B NS R~ anA + 4
TOHrrorcemCc tO0T o SctaocewIOC—CTr ittt Tt ocOoTy CIicCrKy ot o

The board shall screen the

results to determine if an applicant meets licensure

requirements. The board shall consider for examination,
registration, or licensure each applicant whom whe the board
verifies:

(a) Has submitted the completed application and completed

the fingerprinting requirements fingerprint—Fforms and has paid
the applicable application fee,

not to exceed $500——and—thecost

£ + 1 ot 4 A BN | na] PR N NN | haat+arsrs ~hh~a~lea The
O T O C OO CT (@ yaw [ i 1 €7 N U S N i i @ R |\ N ) i S A iy @ R iy J.J._LOL,U_L_Y CTITCT TINOS

: : A + £ o+ s 1 o+ N 1 a1
application fee is andecostof the eriminal histeory cheeks shall

be nonrefundable;
(b) Is of good moral character;

(c) Is 18 years of age or older; and
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1538 (d) Has completed the appropriate educational preparation.
1539 (3) A person seeking to attain the orthotics or prosthetics

1540| experience required for licensure in this state must be approved
1541| Dby the board and registered as a resident by the department.
1542 Although a registration may be held in both disciplines, for
1543 independent registrations the board may not approve a second
1544 registration until at least 1 year after the issuance of the
1545 first registration. Notwithstanding subsection (2), a person who
1546 has been approved by the board and registered by the department
1547| in one discipline may apply for registration in the second

1548| discipline without an additional state or national criminal

1549| history check during the period in which the first registration
1550 is valid. Each independent registration or dual registration is
1551| wvalid for 2 years after the date of issuance unless otherwise
1552 revoked by the department upon recommendation of the board. The
1553| board shall set a registration fee not to exceed $500 to be paid
1554| Dby the applicant. A registration may be renewed once by the

1555 department upon recommendation of the board for a period no

1556| longer than 1 year, as such renewal is defined by £he board by
1557 rule. The renewal fee may not exceed one-half the current

1558 registration fee. To be considered by the board for approval of
1559 registration as a resident, the applicant must have one of the
1560 following:

1561 (a) A Bachelor of Science or higher-level postgraduate

1562| degree in orthotics and prosthetics from an a—regionally

1563| accredited college or university recognized by the Commission on
1564| Accreditation of Allied Health Education Programs.

1565 (b) A minimum of a bachelor’s degree from an

1566 institutionally a—regienatty accredited college or university
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and a certificate in orthotics or prosthetics from a program
recognized by the Commission on Accreditation of Allied Health
Education Programs, or its equivalent, as determined by the
board.

(¢) A minimum of a bachelor’s degree from an

institutionally a—regieonatty accredited college or university

and a dual certificate in both orthotics and prosthetics from
programs recognized by the Commission on Accreditation of Allied
Health Education Programs, or its equivalent, as determined by
the board.

(4) The department may develop and administer a state
examination for an orthotist or a prosthetist license, or the
board may approve the existing examination of a national
standards organization. The examination must be predicated on a
minimum of a baccalaureate-level education and formalized
specialized training in the appropriate field. Each examination
must demonstrate a minimum level of competence in basic
scientific knowledge, written problem solving, and practical
clinical patient management. The board shall require an
examination fee not to exceed the actual cost to the board in
developing, administering, and approving the examination, which
fee must be paid by the applicant. To be considered by the board
for examination, the applicant must have:

(a) For an examination in orthotics:

1. A Bachelor of Science or higher-level postgraduate

degree in orthotics and prosthetics from an institutionally =

regiernadtlty accredited college or university recognized by the
Commission on Accreditation of Allied Health Education Programs

or, at a minimum, a bachelor’s degree from an institutionally =&
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1596| regienmatdy accredited college or university and a certificate in
1597 orthotics from a program recognized by the Commission on
1598| Accreditation of Allied Health Education Programs, or its
1599| equivalent, as determined by the board; and
1600 2. An approved orthotics internship of 1 year of qualified
1601 experience, as determined by the board, or an orthotic residency
1602 or dual residency program recognized by the board.

1603 (b) For an examination in prosthetics:
1604 1. A Bachelor of Science or higher-level postgraduate

1605| degree in orthotics and prosthetics from an institutionally =

1606| <¥egienatdty accredited college or university recognized by the

1607 Commission on Accreditation of Allied Health Education Programs
1608 or, at a minimum, a bachelor’s degree from an institutionally =&

1609| regienatdty accredited college or university and a certificate in

1610| prosthetics from a program recognized by the Commission on

1611| Accreditation of Allied Health Education Programs, or its

1612 equivalent, as determined by the board; and

1613 2. An approved prosthetics internship of 1 year of

1614 qualified experience, as determined by the board, or a

1615| prosthetic residency or dual residency program recognized by the
1616| Dboard.

1617 (5) In addition to the requirements in subsection (2), to
1618| be licensed as:

1619 (a) An orthotist, the applicant must pay a license fee not
1620| to exceed $500 and must have:

1621 1. A Bachelor of Science or higher-level postgraduate

1622 degree in orthotics and prosthetics from an institutionally =

1623| regiematdty accredited college or university recognized by the

1624 Commission on Accreditation of Allied Health Education Programs,
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1625 or a bachelor’s degree from an institutionally accredited

1626 college or university and with a certificate in orthotics from a

1627| program recognized by the Commission on Accreditation of Allied
1628| Health Education Programs, or its equivalent, as determined by
1629 the board;

1630 2. An approved appropriate internship of 1 year of

1631 qualified experience, as determined by the board, or a residency
1632| program recognized by the board;

1633 3. Completed the mandatory courses; and

1634 4. Passed the state orthotics examination or the board-
1635| approved orthotics examination.

1636 (b) A prosthetist, the applicant must pay a license fee not
1637| to exceed $500 and must have:

1638 1. A Bachelor of Science or higher-level postgraduate

1639| degree in orthotics and prosthetics from an institutionally =

1640| =xegiematdty accredited college or university recognized by the

1641 Commission on Accreditation of Allied Health Education Programs,

1642 or a bachelor’s degree from an institutionally accredited

1643| college or university and with a certificate in prosthetics from

1644 a program recognized by the Commission on Accreditation of
1645| Allied Health Education Programs, or its equivalent, as

1646| determined by the board;

1647 2. An internship of 1 year of qualified experience, as
1648 determined by the board, or a residency program recognized by
1649| the board;

1650 3. Completed the mandatory courses; and

1651 4. Passed the state prosthetics examination or the board-

1652 approved prosthetics examination.

1653 Section 22. Section 483.824, Florida Statutes, is amended
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1654 to read:
1655 483.824 Qualifications of clinical laboratory director.—A

1656| clinical laboratory director must have 4 years of clinical

1657| laboratory experience with 2 years of experience in the

1658 specialty to be directed or be nationally board certified in the
1659 specialty to be directed, and must meet one of the following

1660 requirements:

1661 (1) Be a physician licensed under chapter 458 or chapter
1662| 459;
1663 (2) Hold an earned doctoral degree in a chemical, physical,

1664 or biological science from an a—regionaitty accredited

1665 institution and maintain national certification requirements
1666| equal to those required by the federal Health Care Financing
1667 Administration; or

1668 (3) For the subspecialty of oral pathology, be a physician
1669 licensed under chapter 458 or chapter 459 or a dentist licensed

1670 under chapter 466.

1671 Section 23. Subsection (3) of section 490.003, Florida

1672 Statutes, is amended to read:

1673 490.003 Definitions.—As used in this chapter:

1674 (3) (a) “Doctoral degree from an American Psychological

1675| Association accredited program” means EffeetiveJuty—+—3+995;
1676 “deetorat—tevel psyehotogicatleduecation’ and Vdoctoraldegree—in
1677 psyeheteogy?lmearn a Psy.D., an Ed.D. in psychology, or a Ph.D. in

1678 psychology from a psychology program at an educational
1679 institution that, at the time the applicant was enrolled and
1680 graduated:

1681 1l.4&> Had institutional accreditation from an agency

1682 recognized and approved by the United States Department of
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1683| Education or was recognized as a member in good standing with
1684 the Association of Universities and Colleges of Canada; and
1685 2.4b) Had programmatic accreditation from the American
1686| Psychological Association.

1687 (b) “Doctoral degree in psychology” means a Psy.D., an

1688 Ed.D. in psychology, or a Ph.D. in psychology from a psychology

1689| program at an educational institution that, at the time the

1690 applicant was enrolled and graduated, had institutional

1691 accreditation from an agency recognized and approved by the

1692| United States Department of Education or was recognized as a

1693| member in good standing with the Association of Universities and
1694 Colleges of Canada.

1695 Section 24. Subsection (1) of section 490.005, Florida

1696 Statutes, is amended to read:

1697 490.005 Licensure by examination.—

1698 (1) Any person desiring to be licensed as a psychologist
1699 shall apply to the department to take the licensure examination.
1700 The department shall license each applicant whom whe the board

1701 certifies has met all of the following requirements:

1702 (a) Completed the application form and remitted a

1703 nonrefundable application fee not to exceed $500 and an

1704 examination fee set by the board sufficient to cover the actual
1705| per applicant cost to the department for development, purchase,
1706 and administration of the examination, but not to exceed $500.
1707 (b) Submitted proof satisfactory to the board that the
1708 applicant has received:

1709 1. A doctoral degree from an American Psychological

1710| Association accredited program beeterat—tevelpsychotogicalt
1711 edueatien; or
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1712 2. The equivalent of a doctoral degree from an American

1713 Psychological Association accredited program deeteral—teveld

1714| psyehotogical—ecduecation;—asdefined3n—s-—450-0033)+ from &
1715| pregram—at a school or university located outside the United

1716| States of America which was officially recognized by the

1717| government of the country in which it is located as an

1718 institution or program to train students to practice

1719| professional psychology. The applicant has the burden of

1720| establishing that this requirement has been met.

1721 (c) Had at least 2 years or 4,000 hours of experience in
1722 the field of psychology in association with or under the

1723 supervision of a licensed psychologist meeting the academic and
1724| experience requirements of this chapter or the equivalent as
1725 determined by the board. The experience requirement may be met
1726| by work performed on or off the premises of the supervising
1727| psychologist if the off-premises work is not the independent,
1728| private practice rendering of psychological services that does
1729| not have a psychologist as a member of the group actually

1730 rendering psychological services on the premises.

1731 (d) Passed the examination. However, an applicant who has
1732 obtained a passing score, as established by the board by rule,
1733| on the psychology licensure examination designated by the board
1734 as the national licensure examination need only pass the Florida
1735 law and rules portion of the examination.

1736 Section 25. Subsection (1) of section 490.0051, Florida
1737 Statutes, 1is amended to read:

1738 490.0051 Provisional licensure; requirements.—

1739 (1) The department shall issue a provisional psychology

1740 license to each applicant who the board certifies has:
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(a) Completed the application form and remitted a
nonrefundable application fee not to exceed $250, as set by
board rule.
(b) Earned a doctoral degree from an American Psychological
Association accredited program in—psycheotogyas—defined—3n S5+
490-0033).

(c) Met any additional requirements established by board

rule.

Section 26. Subsections (1), (3), and (4) of section
491.005, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

491.005 Licensure by examination.—

(1) CLINICAL SOCIAL WORK.—Upon verification of

documentation and payment of a fee not to exceed $200, as set by

b d l nliia +h St a]l A AT NS N~ +h doarn g r+man+
oar rule, Pros—CcirtC—aoCtouaor pCTr aopprrCaritt CoOoot oo cnC—OCpPpaoTr ot

3
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the department shall issue a license as a clinical social worker

to an applicant whom whe the board certifies has met all of the

following criteria:

(a) Has Submitted an application and paid the appropriate
fee.

(b)1. Has Received a doctoral degree in social work from a
graduate school of social work which at the time the applicant
graduated was accredited by an accrediting agency recognized by
the United States Department of Education or has received a
master’s degree in social work from a graduate school of social
work which at the time the applicant graduated:

a. Was accredited by the Council on Social Work Education;

b. Was accredited by the Canadian Association of Schools of
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1770 Social Work; or
1771 c. Has been determined to have been a program equivalent to
1772| programs approved by the Council on Social Work Education by the
1773| Foreign Equivalency Determination Service of the Council on
1774 Social Work Education. An applicant who graduated from a program
1775| at a university or college outside of the United States or
1776| Canada must present documentation of the equivalency
1777 determination from the council in order to qualify.
1778 2. The applicant’s graduate program must have emphasized
1779 direct clinical patient or client health care services,
1780| including, but not limited to, coursework in clinical social
1781 work, psychiatric social work, medical social work, social
1782 casework, psychotherapy, or group therapy. The applicant’s
1783 graduate program must have included all of the following
1784 coursework:
1785 a. A supervised field placement which was part of the
1786| applicant’s advanced concentration in direct practice, during
1787| which the applicant provided clinical services directly to
1788| clients.
1789 b. Completion of 24 semester hours or 32 quarter hours in
1790 theory of human behavior and practice methods as courses in
1791 clinically oriented services, including a minimum of one course
1792 in psychopathology, and no more than one course in research,
1793 taken in a school of social work accredited or approved pursuant
1794 to subparagraph 1.
1795 3. If the course title which appears on the applicant’s
1796 transcript does not clearly identify the content of the

1797 coursework, the applicant shall be required to provide

1798 additional documentation, including, but not limited to, a
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syllabus or catalog description published for the course.

(c) Hes Had at least 2 years of clinical social work
experience, which took place subsequent to completion of a
graduate degree in social work at an institution meeting the
accreditation requirements of this section, under the
supervision of a licensed clinical social worker or the
equivalent who is a qualified supervisor as determined by the
board. An individual who intends to practice in Florida to
satisfy clinical experience requirements must register pursuant
to s. 491.0045 before commencing practice. If the applicant’s
graduate program was not a program which emphasized direct
clinical patient or client health care services as described in
subparagraph (b)2., the supervised experience requirement must
take place after the applicant has completed a minimum of 15
semester hours or 22 quarter hours of the coursework required. A
doctoral internship may be applied toward the clinical social
work experience requirement. A licensed mental health
professional must be on the premises when clinical services are
provided by a registered intern in a private practice setting.

When a registered intern provides clinical services through

telehealth, a licensed mental health professional must be

accessible by telephone or electronic means.

(d) Haes Passed a theory and practice examination designated

by board rule providedly—the department—for—this purpes

(e) Has Demonstrated, in a manner designated by rule of the
board, knowledge of the laws and rules governing the practice of
clinical social work, marriage and family therapy, and mental
health counseling.

(3) MARRIAGE AND FAMILY THERAPY.—Upon verification of
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1828 documentation and payment of a fee not to exceed $200, as set by
1829| Dboard rule, plus the actual cost of the purchase of the

1830| examination from the Association of Marital and Family Therapy
1831| Regulatory Board, or similar national organization, the

1832| department shall issue a license as a marriage and family

1833| therapist to an applicant whom whe the board certifies has met

1834 all of the following criteria:

1835 (a) Hes Submitted an application and paid the appropriate
1836 fee.

1837 (b)1. Obtained one of the following:

1838 a. Hes A minimum of a master’s degree with major emphasis

1839 in marriage and family therapy or a closely related field from a
1840| program accredited by the Commission on Accreditation for

1841| Marriage and Family Therapy Education or from a Florida

1842| wuniversity program accredited by the Council for Accreditation
1843 of Counseling and Related Educational Programs.

1844 b. A minimum of a master’s degree with an emphasis in

1845 marriage and family therapy with a degree conferred date before

1846 July 1, 2027, from an institutionally accredited college or

1847 university that is not yet accredited by the Commission on

1848| Accreditation for Marriage and Family Therapy Education or the

1849| Council for Accreditation of Counseling and Related Educational

1850 Programs.
1851 2. Completed amd graduate courses approved by the Board of

1852 Clinical Social Work, Marriage and Family Therapy, and Mental
1853| Health Counseling.

1854
1855 If the course title that appears on the applicant’s transcript

1856| does not clearly identify the content of the coursework, the
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applicant shall provide additional documentation, including, but
not limited to, a syllabus or catalog description published for
the course. The required master’s degree must have been received
in an institution of higher education that, at the time the

applicant graduated, was fully accredited by an institutional =

regieonat accrediting body recognized by the Commission on
Recognition of Postsecondary Accreditation or publicly
recognized as a member in good standing with the Association of
Universities and Colleges of Canada, or an institution of higher
education located outside the United States and Canada which, at
the time the applicant was enrolled and at the time the
applicant graduated, maintained a standard of training
substantially equivalent to the standards of training of those

institutions in the United States which are accredited by an

institutional a—*egienat accrediting body recognized by the

Commission on Recognition of Postsecondary Accreditation. Such
foreign education and training must have been received in an
institution or program of higher education officially recognized
by the government of the country in which it is located as an
institution or program to train students to practice as
professional marriage and family therapists or psychotherapists.
The applicant has the burden of establishing that the
requirements of this provision have been met, and the board
shall require documentation, such as an evaluation by a foreign
equivalency determination service, as evidence that the
applicant’s graduate degree program and education were
equivalent to an accredited program in this country. An
applicant with a master’s degree from a program that did not

emphasize marriage and family therapy may complete the
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1886 coursework requirement in a training institution fully

1887 accredited by the Commission on Accreditation for Marriage and
1888| Family Therapy Education recognized by the United States

1889| Department of Education.

1890 (c) Haes Had at least 2 years of clinical experience during
1891| which 50 percent of the applicant’s clients were receiving

1892| marriage and family therapy services, which must have been ke at
1893| the post-master’s level under the supervision of a licensed

1894| marriage and family therapist with at least 5 years of

1895| experience, or the equivalent, who is a qualified supervisor as
1896| determined by the board. An individual who intends to practice
1897 in Florida to satisfy the clinical experience requirements must
1898 register pursuant to s. 491.0045 before commencing practice. If
1899| a graduate has a master’s degree with a major emphasis in

1900| marriage and family therapy or a closely related field which did
1901 not include all of the coursework required by paragraph (b),
1902 credit for the post-master’s level clinical experience may not
1903 commence until the applicant has completed a minimum of 10 of
1904 the courses required by paragraph (b), as determined by the

1905| Dboard, and at least 6 semester hours or 9 quarter hours of the
1906 course credits must have been completed in the area of marriage
1907 and family systems, theories, or techniques. Within the 2 years
1908 of required experience, the applicant must sheadd provide direct
1909 individual, group, or family therapy and counseling to cases
1910 including those involving unmarried dyads, married couples,

1911 separating and divorcing couples, and family groups that include
1912 children. A doctoral internship may be applied toward the

1913| <clinical experience requirement. A licensed mental health

1914| professional must be on the premises when clinical services are
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provided by a registered intern in a private practice setting.

When a registered intern provides clinical services through

telehealth, a licensed mental health professional must be

accessible by telephone or other electronic means.

(d) Has Passed a theory and practice examination designated

by board rule preovidedby—the department.

(e) Has Demonstrated, in a manner designated by board rule,

knowledge of the laws and rules governing the practice of
clinical social work, marriage and family therapy, and mental

health counseling.

For the purposes of dual licensure, the department shall license
as a marriage and family therapist any person who meets the
requirements of s. 491.0057. Fees for dual licensure may not
exceed those stated in this subsection.

(4) MENTAL HEALTH COUNSELING.—Upon verification of

documentation and payment of a fee not to exceed $200, as set by

board rule, plus—theaectual per applicant—ecost—of purehase—-o
B
)
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er—its—sueecessororganizatiens the department shall issue a
license as a mental health counselor to an applicant whom whe

the board certifies has met all of the following criteria:

(a) Has Submitted an application and paid the appropriate
fee.

(b)1l. Obtained Has a minimum of an earned master’s degree
from a mental health counseling program accredited by the
Council for the Accreditation of Counseling and Related
Educational Programs which consists of at least 60 semester

hours or 80 quarter hours of clinical and didactic instruction,
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including a course in human sexuality and a course in substance
abuse. If the master’s degree is earned from a program related
to the practice of mental health counseling which is not
accredited by the Council for the Accreditation of Counseling
and Related Educational Programs, then the coursework and
practicum, internship, or fieldwork must consist of at least 60
semester hours or 80 quarter hours and meet all of the following
requirements:

a. Thirty-three semester hours or 44 quarter hours of
graduate coursework, which must include a minimum of 3 semester
hours or 4 quarter hours of graduate-level coursework in each of
the following 11 content areas: counseling theories and
practice; human growth and development; diagnosis and treatment
of psychopathology; human sexuality; group theories and
practice; individual evaluation and assessment; career and
lifestyle assessment; research and program evaluation; social
and cultural foundations; substance abuse; and legal, ethical,
and professional standards issues in the practice of mental
health counseling. Courses in research, thesis or dissertation
work, practicums, internships, or fieldwork may not be applied
toward this requirement.

b. A minimum of 3 semester hours or 4 quarter hours of
graduate-level coursework addressing diagnostic processes,
including differential diagnosis and the use of the current
diagnostic tools, such as the current edition of the American
Psychiatric Association’s Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of
Mental Disorders. The graduate program must have emphasized the
common core curricular experience.

c. The equivalent, as determined by the board, of at least
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700 hours of university-sponsored supervised clinical practicum,
internship, or field experience that includes at least 280 hours
of direct client services, as required in the accrediting
standards of the Council for Accreditation of Counseling and
Related Educational Programs for mental health counseling
programs. This experience may not be used to satisfy the post-
master’s clinical experience requirement.

2. Hes Provided additional documentation if a course title
that appears on the applicant’s transcript does not clearly
identify the content of the coursework. The documentation must
include, but is not limited to, a syllabus or catalog

description published for the course.

Education and training in mental health counseling must have
been received in an institution of higher education that, at the

time the applicant graduated, was fully accredited by an

institutional a—regienat accrediting body recognized by the

Council for Higher Education Accreditation or its successor
organization or publicly recognized as a member in good standing
with the Association of Universities and Colleges of Canada, or
an institution of higher education located outside the United
States and Canada which, at the time the applicant was enrolled
and at the time the applicant graduated, maintained a standard
of training substantially equivalent to the standards of
training of those institutions in the United States which are

accredited by an institutional a—regienat accrediting body

recognized by the Council for Higher Education Accreditation or
its successor organization. Such foreign education and training

must have been received in an institution or program of higher
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2002 education officially recognized by the government of the country
2003 in which it is located as an institution or program to train
2004 students to practice as mental health counselors. The applicant
2005| has the burden of establishing that the requirements of this
2006| provision have been met, and the board shall require
2007 documentation, such as an evaluation by a foreign equivalency
2008 determination service, as evidence that the applicant’s graduate
2009| degree program and education were equivalent to an accredited
2010| program in this country. Beginning July 1, 2025, an applicant
2011| must have a master’s degree from a program that is accredited by
2012 the Council for Accreditation of Counseling and Related
2013| Educational Programs which consists of at least 60 semester
2014 hours or 80 quarter hours to apply for licensure under this
2015 paragraph.
2016 (c) Has Had at least 2 years of clinical experience in
2017| mental health counseling, which must be at the post-master’s
2018 level under the supervision of a licensed mental health
2019| counselor or the equivalent who is a qualified supervisor as
2020| determined by the board. An individual who intends to practice
2021 in Florida to satisfy the clinical experience requirements must
2022 register pursuant to s. 491.0045 before commencing practice. If
2023 a graduate has a master’s degree with a major related to the
2024| practice of mental health counseling which did not include all
2025 the coursework required under sub-subparagraphs (b)l.a. and b.,
2026 credit for the post-master’s level clinical experience may not
2027 commence until the applicant has completed a minimum of seven of
2028 the courses required under sub-subparagraphs (b)l.a. and b., as

2029| determined by the board, one of which must be a course in

2030| psychopathology or abnormal psychology. A doctoral internship
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may be applied toward the clinical experience requirement. A
licensed mental health professional must be on the premises when
clinical services are provided by a registered intern in a

private practice setting. When a registered intern provides

clinical services through telehealth, a licensed mental health

professional must be accessible by telephone or other electronic

means.

(d) Has Passed a theory and practice examination designated

by department rule provided by the department for this purpeose.

(e) Has Demonstrated, in a manner designated by board rule,

knowledge of the laws and rules governing the practice of
clinical social work, marriage and family therapy, and mental
health counseling.

Section 27. Subsection (6) and paragraph (c) of subsection
(9) of section 766.314, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

766.314 Assessments; plan of operation.—

(6) (2) The association shall make all assessments required

by this section, except initial assessments of physicians

licensed en—-eor—after Oetober 31,3988, which assessments—will be
made by the Department of Health Business—and Prefessienat
Regultatien, and except assessments of casualty insurers pursuant

to subparagraph (5) (c)1l., which assessments will be made by the
Office of Insurance Regulation. BeginningOectober1+—31980—Ffox

£ o
T

-7
% N s

elleowtng rdar—year= The Department of Health Business—and
Preofessieonatl—Regutatien shall provide the association, in an
electronic format, with a monthly report sweh—freguenevy—as
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i . i 1 i 1 . _ e
feorm;r- of the names and license numbers addresses of all

physicians licensed under chapter 458 or chapter 459.

(b)1l. The association may enforce collection of assessments
required to be paid pursuant to ss. 766.301-766.316 by suit
filed in county court. The association is shald—Pbe entitled to
an award of attorney’s fees, costs, and interest upon the entry
of a judgment against a physician for failure to pay such
assessment, with such interest accruing until paid.

Notwithstanding the—provisiens—ef chapters 47 and 48, the

association may file such suit in either Leon County or the
county of the residence of the defendant.

2. The Department of Health Business—andPrefessionat
Regutatien, upon notification by the association that an
assessment has not been paid and that there is an unsatisfied

judgment against a physician, shall refuse to met renew any

license issued to praetiee—for such physician under +issued

pursuwant—te chapter 458 or chapter 459 until the association

notifies the Department of Health that swvekh—+time—as the judgment

is satisfied in full.

(c) The Agency for Health Care Administration shall, upon
notification by the association that an assessment has not been
timely paid, enforce collection of such assessments required to
be paid by hospitals pursuant to ss. 766.301-766.316. Failure of

a hospital to pay such assessment is grounds for disciplinary

action pursuant to s. 395.1065 notwithstanding any previsien—-of
law to the contrary.
(9)

(c) If Ia—the—event the total of all current estimates
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2089| equals 80 percent of the funds on hand and the funds that will
2090| become available to the association within the next 12 months
2091 from all sources described in subsections (4) and (5) and
2092| paragraph (7) (a), the association may shaid not accept any new
2093| claims without express authority from the Legislature. Nothing
2094 in this section precludes herein—shall—preelude the association
2095 from accepting any claim if the injury occurred 18 months or
2096| more before prier—te the effective date of this suspension.
2097| Within 30 days after ef the effective date of this suspension,

2098| the association shall notify the Governor, the Speaker of the
2099 House of Representatives, the President of the Senate, the

2100 Office of Insurance Regulation, the Agency for Health Care

2101| Administration, and the Department of Health;—and—theDPepartment

2102| eof Business—and Professieonal Regulatien of this suspension.
2103 Section 28. This act shall take effect July 1, 2022.
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