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Florida Senate - 2022 SB 870

By Senator Jones

35-00633-22 2022870
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to driver license suspensions;
amending s. 318.15, F.S.; deleting provisions
requiring driver license suspensions for specified
reasons; deleting a requirement for the Department of
Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles to maintain records
of such suspensions for a specified timeframe;
revising requirements and procedures for reinstating
driver licenses of certain persons; amending s.
322.245, F.S.; deleting a requirement for a clerk of
court to send a specified notice to certain persons;
deleting the authority for a clerk of court to collect
certain delinquency fees; revising requirements and
procedures for the reinstatement of driver licenses
suspended for specified reasons; deleting requirements
and procedures for the department relating to certain
driver license suspensions; amending ss. 316.192,
318.14, 320.03, 320.571, 322.29, 322.34, and 322.391,
F.S.; conforming provisions to changes made by the
act; providing a directive to the Division of Law

Revision; providing an effective date.
Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
Section 1. Section 318.15, Florida Statutes, i1is amended to

read:

318.15 Failure to attend driver improvement school; request
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amount and a processing fee of up to $18, from which the clerk
shall remit $3 to the Department of Revenue for deposit into the
General Revenue Fund, after which additional penalties, court
costs, or surcharges may not be imposed for the violation. In
all other such cases, the person must pay the clerk a processing
fee of up to $18, from which the clerk shall remit $3 to the
Department of Revenue for deposit into the General Revenue Fund,
after which additional penalties, court costs, or surcharges may
not be imposed for the violation. The clerk of the court shall
notify the department of the person’s failure to attend driver
improvement school and points shall be assessed pursuant to s.
322.27.

(b)4e)> A person whe—is charged with a traffic infraction

may request a hearing within 180 days after the date upon which

the violation occurred;—regardless—of—any action—taken—Pby—Ethe

h Th Nnoarann oh o171 I o szan o LA LA a3~ o
earlng [ N o N ) tJC.LQUll [ 4 & =y = 1T \j_LVCll L O LTI [ S J_C\.iLACQL__Lll\j CTITTOCT
his—erher—driving privilegebe—reinstateds If the 180th day

after the date upon which the violation occurred is a Saturday,
Sunday, or legal holiday, the person whe—=+s charged must request
a hearing within 177 days after the date upon which the
violation occurred; however, the court may grant a request for a
hearing made more than 180 days after the date upon which the
violation occurred. This paragraph does not affect the

assessment of late fees as otherwise provided in this chapter.
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with s. and The order of suspension must

the clerk of the court to establish a payment plan pursuant to

S. 28.246(4) to make partial payments for fines, fees, service

charges, and court costs.

(3)44)> After suspension of the driver license of a person

2 r b~ a A
y TS TosSttCToT

pursuant to subsection

3+ the license may not be reinstated until £he—persen—ceomplties

(1) ory subsection

Proacant o A~y t g £ o~ o n £ il A 0 S + N AvaxrzAnr 9N~ T~
t/J_\.,u\.,J.J.L.,u o T C T T T CTCOCITTUIT g o O T pulllt/_l__l_ullk/\., \a (& |\ N R E VA N _I__I_p\_,l.].s_)_l_l.].\.j
£~ A A A~ A o a g3+l PV S BN o o ] £ +h1a ~h ot Ao L 1
|\ S S S W) wy AT \./\JllltJLLCLJ W ITCTT I J_C\.iuL_LClllClllatJ oL CIT1IO \./Ll(.al.tJl,C_L \J_L, =TT
+ 1 oo £ 11 o0ana At~ AN LN o AN A £ ~ha1 1A i~
T A @ e i L L LTI CT TITTIOoO T OHOFCLL\AC\A [ S ll\JlltJDL_ylllClll. oL |\ i e mpn mp W 5 nJLAtJtJ\J_LL,
n_nnaon T3] oo o 2] )
r—hreonr—FV—b—eases;—unrti+ the person complies with the

reinstatement provisions of s.

(4) The department shall automatically reinstate any driver

license that was suspended as of the effective date of this act
322.245 if the only

pursuant to former s. 318.15 or former s.

reason for the suspension was the failure to pay a financial

obligation for a traffic infraction or for a criminal case and

the person whose driver license was suspended pays the

reinstatement fee provided in s. 318.15(2).
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233 course and evaluation as provided in s. 316.193(5) within a
234 reasonable period of time specified by the court. If the DUI
235| program conducting such course and evaluation refers the person
236| to an authorized substance abuse treatment provider for
237 substance abuse evaluation and treatment, the directive of the
238 court requiring completion of such course, evaluation, and

239 treatment shall be enforced as provided in former s. 322.245,

240 Florida Statutes 2021. The referral to treatment resulting from

241| the DUI program evaluation may not be waived without a

242 supporting independent psychosocial evaluation conducted by an
243| authorized substance abuse treatment provider, appointed by the
244 court, which shall have access to the DUI program psychosocial
245 evaluation before the independent psychosocial evaluation is
246| conducted. The court shall review the results and

247 recommendations of both evaluations before determining the

248 request for waiver. The offender shall bear the full cost of
249 this procedure. If a person directed to a DUI program substance
250| abuse education course and evaluation or referred to treatment
251 under this subsection fails to report for or complete such

252 course, evaluation, or treatment, the DUI program shall notify
253| the court and the department of the failure. Upon receipt of
254 such notice, the department shall cancel the person’s driving
255| privilege, notwithstanding the terms of the court order or any
256| suspension or revocation of the driving privilege. The

257| department may reinstate the driving privilege upon verification
258 from the DUI program that the education, evaluation, and

259| treatment are completed. The department may temporarily

260 reinstate the driving privilege on a restricted basis upon

261| wverification that the offender is currently participating in
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treatment and has completed the DUI education course and
evaluation requirement. If the DUI program notifies the
department of the second failure to complete treatment, the
department shall reinstate the driving privilege only after
notice of successful completion of treatment from the DUI
program.

Section 4. Paragraph (a) of subsection (10) of section
318.14, Florida Statutes, 1s amended to read:

318.14 Noncriminal traffic infractions; exception;
procedures.—

(10) (a) Any person who does not hold a commercial driver
license or commercial learner’s permit and who is cited while
driving a noncommercial motor vehicle for an offense listed
under this subsection may, in lieu of payment of fine or court
appearance, elect to enter a plea of nolo contendere and provide
proof of compliance to the clerk of the court, designated
official, or authorized operator of a traffic violations bureau.
In such case, adjudication shall be withheld; however, a person
may not make an election under this subsection if the person has
made an election under this subsection in the preceding 12
months. A person may not make more than three elections under
this subsection. This subsection applies to the following
offenses:

1. Operating a motor vehicle without a valid driver license
in violation of s. 322.03, s. 322.065, or s. 322.15(1), or
operating a motor vehicle with a license that has been suspended
for failure to appear, failure to pay civil penalty, or failure
to attend a driver improvement course pursuant to s. 322.291.

2. Operating a motor vehicle without a valid registration
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in violation of s. 320.0605, s. 320.07, or s. 320.131.

3. Operating a motor vehicle in wviolation of s. 316.646.

4. Operating a motor vehicle with a license that has been

suspended under s. 61.13016 or s. 322.245 for failure to pay

hild £ S = - P B NN + Basr s bl £ d ]
c l Suppor A [ S N [ S € Ny SR S U R S Wy j Ry t/u_y (_A.J.J._Y o CTI T S S S N B @ R A ) N Ey @ R

Nl erat N PSP DR NS 299 HALE MAIOF L AN IS, ANV, 1
\JULLKJLALL\JLL & ) tJ_L\JVL\AC\A =TT [=J [~ T Iy LJ.\JVVCVC.L, CITI1IO LJLALJtJLAL_LLAL\j_LLALtJLl
g P | £ +1 14 carna hao NPT PRUS Ny o4 -
O T O ITToOCT utJtJL_Y i - - I LTI T TTTIOoO T TTTOS L AL U i § OHOFCLL\ACM t/\.zlJ-O\.«l(.«llll« (s [=J

5. Operating a motor vehicle with a license that has been
suspended under s. 322.091 for failure to meet school attendance
requirements.

Section 5. Subsection (8) of section 320.03, Florida
Statutes,

320.03 Registration;

is amended to read:

duties of tax collectors;
International Registration Plan.—

(8) If the applicant’s name appears on the list referred to
316.1001 (4 316.1967(6), s+—3+3-3+543)+ or s.
713.78(13),

issued until that person’s name no longer appears on the list or

in s.

), S.

a license plate or revalidation sticker may not be

until the person presents a receipt from the governmental entity
or the clerk of court that provided the data showing that the
fines outstanding have been paid. This subsection does not apply
to the owner of a leased vehicle if the vehicle is registered in
the name of the lessee of the vehicle. The tax collector and the
clerk of the court are each entitled to receive monthly, as
costs for implementing and administering this subsection, 10
percent of the civil penalties and fines recovered from such
persons.

As used in this subsection, the term “civil penalties

and fines” does not include a wrecker operator’s lien as
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320 described in s. 713.78(13). If the tax collector has private tag
321 agents, such tag agents are entitled to receive a pro rata share
322 of the amount paid to the tax collector, based upon the
323| percentage of license plates and revalidation stickers issued by
324 the tag agent compared to the total issued within the county.
325| The authority of any private agent to issue license plates shall
326| be revoked, after notice and a hearing as provided in chapter
327 120, if he or she issues any license plate or revalidation
328 sticker contrary to the provisions of this subsection. This
329| section applies only to the annual renewal in the owner’s birth
330 month of a motor vehicle registration and does not apply to the
331 transfer of a registration of a motor vehicle sold by a motor
332 vehicle dealer licensed under this chapter, except for the
333 transfer of registrations which includes the annual renewals.
334 This section does not affect the issuance of the title to a

335 motor vehicle, notwithstanding s. 319.23(8) (b).

336 Section 6. Section 320.571, Florida Statutes, is amended to
337 read:
338 320.571 Failure of person charged with misdemeanor under

339 this chapter to comply with court-ordered directives; suspension
340 of license.—Any person who has been charged with the commission
341 of an offense which constitutes a misdemeanor under this chapter
342 and who fails to comply with all of the directives of the court
343 is subject to the provisions of former s. 322.245, Florida

344 Statutes 2021.

345 Section 7. Subsection (2) of section 322.29, Florida

346 Statutes, is amended to read:

347 322.29 Surrender and return of license.—

348 (2) Notwithstanding subsection (1), an examination is not
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required for the return of a license suspended under s—3+8-315
¥ s. 322.245 unless an examination is otherwise required by

this chapter. A person applying for the return of a license

suspended under s—3+E8-+5—-6¥ S. 322.245 must present to the

department certification from the court that he or she has

) ) blieogata na and o~ AT+ o o R N B~ TP R NS CNE S
Complled with all oSt ORI S—aiPeharc &S THPpOSeaPurStafitt o
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eourt—and—the requirements of s. 322.245 and shall pay to the
department a nonrefundable service fee of $60, of which $37.50
shall be deposited into the General Revenue Fund and $22.50
shall be deposited into the Highway Safety Operating Trust Fund.
If reinstated by the clerk of the court or tax collector, $37.50
shall be retained and $22.50 shall be remitted to the Department
of Revenue for deposit into the Highway Safety Operating Trust
Fund. However, the service fee is not required if the person is
required to pay a $45 fee or $75 fee under s. 322.21(8).

Section 8. Subsection (10) of section 322.34, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

322.34 Driving while license suspended, revoked, canceled,
or disqualified.—

(10) (a) Notwithstanding any other provision of this
section, if a person does not have a prior forcible felony
conviction as defined in s. 776.08, the penalties provided in
paragraph (b) apply if a person’s driver license or driving
privilege is canceled, suspended, or revoked, or the person is
under suspension or revocation equivalent status, for:

1. Failing to pay child support as provided in s. 322.245
or s. 61.13016;
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4- Failing to maintain vehicular financial responsibility
as required by chapter 324;

3.5+ Failing to comply with attendance or other
requirements for minors as set forth in s. 322.091; or

4.6+ Having been designated a habitual traffic offender
under s. 322.264 (1) (d) as a result of suspensions of his or her
driver license or driver privilege for any underlying violation
listed in subparagraphs 1.-3. 15+

(b)1l. Upon a first conviction for knowingly driving while
his or her license is suspended, revoked, or canceled, or while
under suspension or revocation equivalent status, for any of the
underlying violations listed in subparagraphs (a)l.-4. Har+—6-,
a person commits a misdemeanor of the second degree, punishable
as provided in s. 775.082 or s. 775.083.

2. Upon a second or subsequent conviction for the same
offense of knowingly driving while his or her license is
suspended, revoked, or canceled, or while under suspension or
revocation equivalent status, for any of the underlying
violations listed in subparagraphs (a)l.-4. 4ar3+—6+, a person
commits a misdemeanor of the first degree, punishable as
provided in s. 775.082 or s. 775.083.

Section 9. Section 322.391, Florida Statutes, is amended to
read:

322.391 Failure of person charged with misdemeanor under
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407 this chapter to comply with court-ordered directives; suspension
408 of license.—A person charged with the commission of a

409| misdemeanor under this chapter who fails to comply with all of
410| the directives of the court is subject to the provisions of

411 former s. 322.245, Florida Statutes 2021.

412 Section 10. The Division of Law Revision is directed to

413| replace the phrase “the effective date of this act” wherever it

414 occurs 1in this act with the date this act becomes a law.

415 Section 11. This act shall take effect upon becoming a law.
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