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COMMITTEE/SUBCOMMITTEE AMENDMENT
Bill No. CS/CS/HB 1021 (2023)

Amendment No.l

COMMITTEE/SUBCOMMITTEE ACTION

ADOPTED __ (Y/N)

ADOPTED AS AMENDED __(Yy/N)

ADOPTED W/O OBJECTION __ (Y/N)

FAILED TO ADOPT __(Yy/N)

WITHDRAWN __ (Y/N)

OTHER -

Committee/Subcommittee hearing bill: Health & Human Services
Committee

Representative Trabulsy offered the following:

Amendment (with title amendment)

Remove everything after the enacting clause and insert:

Section 1. Paragraph (g) of subsection (2) of section
402.305, Florida Statutes, is redesignated as paragraph (f),
subsection (18) is renumbered as subsection (17), and paragraph
(a) of subsection (1), paragraphs (a) and (e) and present
paragraph (f) of subsection (2), subsections (9) and (13), and
present subsection (17) of that section are amended, and a new
subsection (18) is added to that section, to read:

402.305 Licensing standards; child care facilities;

reports.—
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(1) LICENSING STANDARDS.-The department shall establish
licensing standards that each licensed child care facility must
meet regardless of the origin or source of the fees used to
operate the facility or the type of children served by the
facility.

(a) The standards shall be designed to address the
foltowing—areas+

I——=Fhe health, senttatieons safety, and sanitary adeguate
physical conditions surreuwndings for all children served by +=n

child care facilities.

2. The health and nutrition of all children in child care.

3. The child development needs of all children in child
care.

(2) PERSONNEL.—Minimum standards for child care personnel
shall include minimum requirements as to:

(a) Good moral character based upon screening as defined
in s. 402.302(15). This screening shall be conducted as provided
in chapter 435, using the level 2 standards for screening
provided set—fexth in that chapter, and include employment
history checks, a search of criminal history records, sexual
predator and sexual offender registries, and child abuse and
neglect registry of any state in which the current or
prospective child care personnel resided during the preceding 5

years. Once a completed application has been submitted, the

department shall complete the screening and provide the results
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to the child care facility. If the department is unable to

complete the screening within 10 business days after receiving

the Florida Department of Law Enforcement results, the

department shall issue the current or prospective child care

personnel a 45-day-provisional-hire status based on the initial

results of the Florida Criminal History Record Check for Florida

arrests, while any other required information is being requested

and the department is awaiting results. During the 45-day

period, the current or prospective child care personnel must be

under the direct supervision of a screened and trained staff

member when in contact with children.

(e) Minimum training requirements for child care
personnel.

1. Such minimum standards for training shall ensure that
all child care personnel take an approved 40-clock-hour

introductory course in child care, which shall be made available

online and in-person, and which course covers at—=Feast the

following topic areas:

a. State and local rules and regulations which govern
child care.

b. Health, safety, and nutrition.

c. Identifying and reporting child abuse and neglect.

d. Child development, including typical and atypical
language, cognitive, motor, social, and self-help skills

development.
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e. Observation of developmental behaviors, including using
a checklist or other similar observation tools and techniques to
determine the child's developmental age level.

f. Specialized areas, including computer technology for
professional and classroom use and early literacy and language
development of children from birth to 5 years of age, as
determined by the department, for owner-operators and child care
personnel of a child care facility.

g. Developmental disabilities, including autism spectrum
disorder and Down syndrome, and early identification, use of
available state and local resources, classroom integration, and
positive behavioral supports for children with developmental

disabilities.

Within 90 days after employment, child care personnel shall
begin training to meet the training requirements. Child care
personnel shall successfully complete such training within 1
year after the date on which the training began, as evidenced by
passage of a competency examination. Successful completion of
the 40-clock-hour introductory course shall articulate into
community college credit in early childhood education, pursuant
to ss. 1007.24 and 1007.25. Exemption from all or a portion of
the required training shall be granted to child care personnel
based upon educational credentials or passage of competency

examinations. Child care personnel possessing a 2-year degree or
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higher that includes 6 college credit hours in early childhood
development or child growth and development, or a child
development associate credential or an equivalent state-approved
child development associate credential, or a child development
associate waiver certificate shall be automatically exempted

from the training requirements in sub-subparagraphs b., d., and

e.
2 Th Tt~ N N ey o r In o~ a1 A A~ o117 ot v o
T oot ToE Yy CogtESe—=tt == (S== S TTT—5tECSSy o
+ho +ont oo AN IR o NE 2 I I I TN B B S SN o A~ +h ISR EWaLE]
=T e Tt —pPoSSEo Sy —ait—=1t oS CIrp Ty pPPTEoac 1> (>n STty
ef—~children.

2.3+~ The introductory course shall cover recognition and
prevention of shaken baby syndrome; prevention of sudden infant
death syndrome; recognition and care of infants and toddlers
with developmental disabilities, including autism spectrum
disorder and Down syndrome; and early childhood brain
development within the topic areas identified in this paragraph.

3.4= On an annual basis in order to further their child
care skills and, if appropriate, administrative skills, child
care personnel who have fulfilled the requirements for the child
care training shall be required to take an additional 1
continuing education unit of approved inservice training, or 10
clock hours of equivalent training, as determined by the
department.

4.5+ Child care personnel shall be required to complete

0.5 continuing education unit of approved training or 5 clock
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hours of equivalent training, as determined by the department,
in early literacy and language development of children from
birth to 5 years of age one time. The year that this training is
completed, it shall fulfill the 0.5 continuing education unit or
5 clock hours of the annual training required in subparagraph 3.
4—

5.6+ Procedures for ensuring the training of qualified
child care professionals to provide training of child care
shall be included in the

personnel, including onsite training,

minimum standards. It is recommended that the state community

child care coordination agencies (central agencies) be

contracted by the department to coordinate such training when

possible. Other district educational resources, such as

community colleges and career programs, can be designated in

such areas where central agencies may not exist or are
determined not to have the capability to meet the coordination
requirements set forth by the department.

6.7+ Training requirements do shaedd not apply to certain

occasional or part-time support staff, including, but not

limited to, swimming instructors, piano teachers, dance

instructors, and gymnastics instructors.

n

aho 1 1]
ST

P

a rirman+
A= et

ar
s
)]
B
at
m
)]
ar
Hh
s

@®
H

T
@

<

B
h
m
qr
h
D,
i.l
B
|__|.
o]

b
ar
D
ar
Hh

/]
)
I
[¢)]
H-
§ol
jo
H
[0)]
jo
[0)]

oF
gTTT

B

|__I
@&

I man Y7
o1t oT \%

[0)]
ar
@
h
Hh
a
m
@
H
0}
q
|__|
T
2
P
ar
[0)]
@
P
[OR
ar
)]
ar

&

Ho}

H
P
4}

Th
T

sz 24
ThH Fa

qr

o}
)]
)

[OR

@
jon
O]

H
H

283845

Published On:

- hl021-strike all.docx

4/23/2023 5:32:34 PM

Page 6 of 34



141
142
143
144
145
146
147
148
149
150
151
152
153
154
155
156
157
158
159
160
161
162
163
164
165

Published On:

COMMITTEE/SUBCOMMITTEE AMENDMENT

Bill No. CS/CS/HB 1021 (2023)
Amendment No.l
szt 2~y oh o ] 1T~ 1124 it At 1ama+a~d Adotaorma na ey +
Voot oS R e aa e ou Tt ot o Tttt Co—to7— G ttCEMTI AT hg—tft
Axza2 ] A2 ] 2y I E N B I R T SN Aarn A o~~~ £ A o S £
ISR A EaEaS S L A AR A T N G AR S ASAS CA S e FAS SRS AC AT FER LSS R S S SAC ESESSS S S A A =S
. .
4 4
dat rma oo Iaszoy 1Inora o 1o Iz a1 Ty A g aszo
\Sasmea = Vo y-S5—t THhHEFeaS S (SESS o R BRI T A AR S =

7.9+ The child care operator shall be required to take

basic training in serving children with disabilities within 5
years after employment, either as a part of the introductory
training or the annual 8 hours of inservice training.

(f) Periodic health examinations. Such requirement shall

only apply to child care personnel responsible for driving any

vehicle that is owned, operated or regularly used by the child

care facility to provide transportation of children in care.

(9) ADMISSIONS AND RECORDKEEPING.—

(a) Minimum standards shall include requirements for
preadmission and periodic health examinations, requirements for
immunizations, and requirements for maintaining emergency

information and health records on all children.
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(18) By December 31, 2024, and every 5 years thereafter,

the department shall submit a report to the Governor, the

President of the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of

Representatives. The report must include, at a minimum,

information concerning:

(a) Training requirements and coursework offered by the

department to child care personnel. The report must include the

results of a reliable and valid survey of child care personnel

regarding such training and coursework. Such results must be

used to make recommendations regarding:

1. The availability, quality, relevance, scope, cost

effectiveness, and sources of current and prospective training.

2. The need for specialty training.
3. Approaches to increase inservice training.
(b) Licensing and regulation of child care facilities. The

report shall identify and make recommendations regarding:

1. The elimination of unnecessary, vague, or redundant
rules.

2. Streamlined standards used to classify violations.

3. The application of rules in a manner to eliminate

subjectivity by licensing staff.

4. Methods to simplify inspections.

5. The elimination of duplicative and unnecessary

inspections.
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(c) The department shall adopt rules and revise policies

based on the recommendations in the report.

(d) The department may contract for the production of the

report required under this subsection.

Section 2. Section 402.3115, Florida Statutes, is amended
to read:

402.3115 Elimination of duplicative and unnecessary
inspections; abbreviated inspections.—

(1) The Department of Children and Families and local
governmental agencies that license child care facilities shall
develop and implement a plan to eliminate duplicative and

unnecessary inspections of child care facilities, family day

care homes, and large family child care homes.

(2) (a) Fr—adgditiens The department and the local

governmental agencies shall develop and implement an abbreviated
inspection plan for child care facilities that:

1. Have been licensed for at least 2 consecutive years;

2. Have had no Class 1 and no more than two of the same o=

Class 2 deficiencies, as defined by rule, for at least 2
consecutive years;

3. Have received at least two full onsite renewal

inspections in the most recent 2 years;

4. Do not have any current uncorrected violations; and

5. Do not have any open regulatory complaints or active

child protective services investigations.
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(b) The abbreviated inspection must include those elements

identified by the department and—the tocalgevernamentalagenreies

as being key indicators of whether the child care facility

continues to provide quality care and programming and must be

updated every 5 years.

(c)l1. By August 1 of each year, the department shall post

on its website the number of:

a. Abbreviated inspections conducted.
b. Providers that qualified for an abbreviated inspection.
C. Providers who, after an abbreviated inspection, no

longer qualify for an abbreviated inspection after receiving

violations.

Section 3. Section 627.70161l, Florida Statutes, is amended
to read:

627.70161 Family day care and large family child care

insurance.—
(1) PURPOSE AND INTENT.—The Legislature recognizes that

family day care homes and large family child care homes fulfill

a vital role in providing child care in Florida. It is the
intent of the Legislature that residential property insurance
coverage should not be canceled, denied, or nonrenewed solely on

the basis of the famity day care or child care services at the

residence. The Legislature also recognizes that the potential
liability of residential property insurers is substantially

increased by the rendition of child care services on the
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premises. The Legislature therefore finds that there is a public
need to specify that contractual liabilities that arise in
connection with the operation of the family day care home or

large family child care home are excluded from residential

property insurance policies unless they are specifically
included in such coverage.
(2) the term:

402.302

DEFINITIONS.—As used in this section,

"Child care" has the same meaning as in s.
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"Family day care home"
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(c)

"Large family child care home" has the same meaning as

402.302.
(3)

in s.

FAMILY DAY CARE AND LARGE FAMILY CHILD CARE;

COVERAGE.—A residential property insurance policy shall not
provide coverage for liability for claims arising out of, or in

connection with, the operation of a family day care home or
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large family child care home, and the insurer shall be under no

obligation to defend against lawsuits covering such claims,
unless:

(a) Specifically covered in a policy; or

(b) Covered by a rider or endorsement for business
coverage attached to a policy.

(4) DENTIAL, CANCELLATION, REFUSAL TO RENEW PROHIBITED.—An
insurer may not deny, cancel, or refuse to renew a policy for
residential property insurance solely on the basis that the
policyholder or applicant operates a family day care home or

large family child care home. In addition to other lawful

reasons for refusing to insure, an insurer may deny, cancel, or
refuse to renew a policy of a family day care home or large

family child care home provider if one or more of the following

conditions occur:

(a) The policyholder or applicant provides care for more
children than authorized for family day care homes or large
family child care homes under by s. 402.302;

(b) The policyholder or applicant fails to maintain a
separate commercial liability policy or an endorsement providing

liability coverage for the family day care home or large family

child care home operations;

(c) The policyholder or applicant fails to comply with the

family day care home or large family child care home licensure
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and registration requirements specified in chapter 402 s—=

402-313; or

(d) Discovery of willful or grossly negligent acts or
omissions or any violations of state laws or regulations
establishing safety standards for family day care homes or large

family child care home by the named insured or his or her

representative which materially increase any of the risks
insured.

Section 4. Paragraphs (a) and (c) of subsection (3) of
section 1002.55, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

1002.55 School-year prekindergarten program delivered by
private prekindergarten providers.—

(3) To be eligible to deliver the prekindergarten program,
a private prekindergarten provider must meet each of the
following requirements:

(a) The private prekindergarten provider must be a child
care facility licensed under s. 402.305, family day care home
licensed under s. 402.313, large family child care home licensed
under s. 402.3131, nonpublic school exempt from licensure under
s. 402.3025(2), faith-based child care provider exempt from
licensure under s. 402.316, child development program that is
accredited by a national accrediting body and operates on a
military installation that is certified by the United States
Department of Defense, or private prekindergarten provider that

has been issued a provisional license under s. 402.309. A
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private prekindergarten provider may not deliver the program
while holding a probation-status license under s. 402.310.

(c) The private prekindergarten provider must have, for
each prekindergarten class of 11 children or fewer, at least one
prekindergarten instructor who meets each of the following
requirements:

1. The prekindergarten instructor must hold, at a minimum,
one of the following credentials:

a. A child development associate credential issued by the
National Credentialing Program of the Council for Professional
Recognition; or

b. A credential approved by the Department of Children and
Families as being equivalent to or greater than the credential

described in sub-subparagraph a.

The Department of Children and Families may adopt rules under

ss. 120.536(1) and 120.54 which provide criteria and procedures

for approving equivalent credentials under sub-subparagraph b.
2. The prekindergarten instructor must successfully

complete, within 45 days of being approved by the early learning

coalition as the lead instructor in a VPK classroom, three

emergent literacy training courses that include developmentally
appropriate and experiential learning practices for children and
a student performance standards training course approved by the

department as meeting or exceeding the minimum standards adopted
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under s. 1002.59. The prekindergarten instructor must complete
an emergent literacy training course at least once every 5 years
after initially completing the three emergent literacy training
courses. The courses in this subparagraph must be recognized as
part of the informal early learning and career pathway
identified by the department under s. 1002.995(1) (b). The
requirement for completion of the standards training course
shall take effect July 1, 2022. The courses must be made
available online or in person.

Section 5. Subsection (4) of section 1002.61, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

1002.61 Summer prekindergarten program delivered by public
schools and private prekindergarten providers.—

(4) Notwithstanding ss. 1002.55(3) (c)1l. and 1002.63(4),
each public school and private prekindergarten provider must
have, for each prekindergarten class, at least one
prekindergarten instructor who is a certified teacher or holds
one of the educational credentials specified in s. 1002.55(4) (a)

or (b), or an educational credential specified in s.

1002.55(3) (c)1. as long as the instructor has completed the

early literacy micro-credential program under s. 1003.485. As

used in this subsection, the term "certified teacher" means a
teacher holding a valid Florida educator certificate under s.
1012.56 who has the qualifications required by the district

school board to instruct students in the summer prekindergarten
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program. In selecting instructional staff for the summer
prekindergarten program, each school district shall give
priority to teachers who have experience or coursework in early
childhood education and have completed emergent literacy and
performance standards courses, as provided for in s.

1002.55(3) (c)2.

Section 6. Paragraph (b) of subsection (2) of section
1002.67, Florida Statutes, i1s amended to read:

1002.67 Performance standards and curricula.—

(2)

(b) Each private prekindergarten provider's and public
school's curriculum must be developmentally appropriate and
must:

1. Be designed to prepare a student for early literacy and
provide for instruction in early math skills;

2. Enhance the age-appropriate progress of students in
attaining the performance standards adopted by the department
under subsection (1); ard

3. Support student learning gains through differentiated

ar

instruction which must +ha

shat+ be measured by the coordinated

screening and progress monitoring program under s. 1008.25(8). A

private prekindergarten provider’s or public school’s curriculum

may not consist of using the coordinated screening and progress

monitoring program or any other progress monitoring program for

direct student instruction.
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P
reguirements—orsubsection—5)—
(4) (a) Beginning with the 2023-2024 2822-2023 program
year, within existing funds the department shall consult with

the University of South Florida’s Rightpath Research and

Innovation Center to adopt a methodology for calculating each

private prekindergarten provider's and public school provider's

performance metric,

following:
1.
(2),

which must be

which may be calculated differently,

based on a combination of the

Program assessment eempesite scores under subsection

based on the

methodology adopted by the department,

than the program

assessment composite score required for contracting in section

(5) (a),
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2. Learning gains operationalized as change-in-ability
scores from the initial and final progress monitoring results
described in subsection (1).

3. Norm-referenced developmental learning outcomes
described in subsection (1).

(c)

and performance metric must be calculated for each private

The program assessment composite score in subsection

(5)

prekindergarten or public school site.

(5) (a)

public school's or private prekindergarten provider's program

Beginning with the 2023-2024 program year, if a

assessment composite score for its prekindergarten classrooms

+ m +
e TTT =

does not maintain fait the minimum program assessment

(4}

composite score for contracting adopted in rule by the
department, the private prekindergarten provider or public

school must notify the parents of each child enrolled in its

Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program based on rules

adopted by the department and may not participate in the

Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program beginning in the

following program year based on rules adopted by the department

Taimt o s
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public school or private prekindergarten provider is not
excluded from participation under ss. 1002.55(6),
1002.61(10) (b), 1002.63(9) (b), or paragraph (5) (b) of this
section. If a public school or private prekindergarten provider
would like an additional program assessment completed within the

same program year in order to maintain eligibility for the

following program year, the public school or private

prekindergarten provider may request an additional program

assessment and shall be responsible for the cost of the

additional program assessment.
(0)

(d) A good cause exemption may not be granted to any

private prekindergarten provider or public school that has any

class I violations or two or more of the same class II

violations, as defined by rule of the Department of Children and
Families, within the 2 years preceding the provider's or
school's request for the exemption.

Section 8. Subsection (7) of section 1002.71, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

1002.71 Funding; financial and attendance reporting.—

(7) The department shall require that administrative
expenditures be kept to the minimum necessary for efficient and
effective administration of the Voluntary Prekindergarten
Education Program. Administrative policies and procedures shall

be revised, to the maximum extent practicable, to incorporate
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the use of automation and electronic submission of forms,
including those required for child eligibility and enrollment,
provider and class registration, and monthly certification of
attendance for payment. A school district may use its automated
daily attendance reporting system for the purpose of
transmitting attendance records to the early learning coalition
in a mutually agreed-upon format. In addition, actions shall be
taken to reduce paperwork, eliminate the duplication of reports,
and eliminate other duplicative activities. Each early learning
coalition may retain and expend no more than 54=60 percent of the
funds paid by the coalition to private prekindergarten providers
and public schools under paragraph (5) (b). Funds retained by an
early learning coalition under this subsection may be used only
for administering the Voluntary Prekindergarten Education
Program and may not be used for the school readiness program or
other programs.

Section 9. Paragraphs (j), (1), and (g) of subsection (2)
of section 1002.82, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

1002.82 Department of Education; powers and duties.-—

(2) The department shall:

(j) Monitor the alignment and consistency of the standards
and benchmarks developed and adopted by the department that
address the age-appropriate progress of children in the
development of school readiness skills. The standards for

children from birth to kindergarten entry in the school
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readiness program must be aligned with the performance standards
adopted for children in the Voluntary Prekindergarten Education

Program and must address the following domains:

1. Approaches to learning.

2 Cognitive development and general knowledge.
3. Numeracy, language, and communication.

4 Physical development.

5 Executive-functioning Setf—regutation.

(1) Adopt a list of approved curricula that meet the
performance standards for the school readiness program and
establish a process for the review and approval of a provider's

curriculum that meets the performance standards. Within existing

funds, the department may also commission a voluntary open-

source school readiness curriculum that meets the performance

standards pursuant to paragraph (j) that must:

1. Be available on the Internet at no cost.

2. Contain resources that support the use of the
curriculum.

3. Contain resources for parent engagement.

4. Consist of aligned and effective professional

development resources necessary to implement the curriculum with

fidelity.

(gq) Within existing funds establish a single statewide

information system that shall be used to manage all early

learning programs, including the implementation of data sharing
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connections to the child care licensing and child care training

platforms within the Child Care Services Program Office of the

Department of Children and Families, and that each coalition

must use for the purposes of managing the single point of entry,
tracking children's progress, coordinating services among
stakeholders, determining eligibility of children, tracking
child attendance, and streamlining administrative processes for
providers and early learning coalitions. By July 1, 20242639,
the system, subject to ss. 1002.72 and 1002.97, shall:

1. Allow a parent to find early learning programs online,

including the performance profile under s. 1002.92(3) (a) which

must be integrated into the online portal under s. 1001.10(10).

2.4+ Allow a parent to monitor the development of his or
her child as the child moves among programs within the state.

3.2+ Enable analysis at the state, regional, and local
level to measure child growth over time, program impact, and
quality improvement and investment decisions.

Section 10. Subsections (5), (o), (7), (8), (9), (10),
(11), (12), «(13), (14), (15), and (16) of section 1002.83,
Florida Statutes, are renumbered as subsections (6), (7), (8),
(9), (10), (11), (12), (13), (14), (15), (16), and (17),
respectively, and subsection (5) is added to that section, to
read:

1002.83 Early learning coalitions.—
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(5) The coalition may also choose to appoint an additional

public sector board member to include a representative of local

law enforcement.

Section 11. Paragraph (b) of subsection (4) of section
1002.89, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

1002.89 School readiness program; funding.-—

(4) COST REQUIREMENTS.—Costs shall be kept to the minimum
necessary for the efficient and effective administration of the
school readiness program with the highest priority of
expenditure being direct services for eligible children.
However, no more than 5 percent of the funds allocated in
paragraph (1) (a) may be used for administrative costs and no
more than 22 percent of the funds allocated in paragraph (1) (a)
may be used in any fiscal year for any combination of
administrative costs, quality activities, and nondirect services
as follows:

(b) Activities to improve the quality of child care as
described in 45 C.F.R. s. 98.53, which shall be limited to the
following:

1. Developing, establishing, expanding, operating, and
coordinating resource and referral programs specifically related
to the provision of comprehensive consumer education to parents
and the public to promote informed child care choices specified

in 45 C.F.R. s. 98.33.
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2. Awarding grants and providing financial support to
school readiness program providers and their staff to assist
them in meeting applicable state requirements for the program
assessment required under s. 1002.82(2) (n), child care
performance standards, implementing developmentally appropriate
curricula and related classroom resources that support parent

engagement ewrrieuls, preoviding literacy supports, and providing

continued professional development through the Teacher Education

and Compensation Helps (TEACH) Scholarship Program under s.

1002.95 and training aligned to the early learning professional

development standards and career pathways under s. 1002.995, and

reimbursement for background screenings and training. Any grants

awarded pursuant to this subparagraph must shedtd comply with ss.
215.971 and 287.058.

3. Providing training aligned with the early learning

professional development standards and career pathways under s.

1002.995, technical assistance, and financial support to school
readiness program providers, staff, and parents on standards,

child screenings, child assessments, the chitddevelopment

o
)

+ees+ developmentally appropriate

@®

i
&+

curriculum under s. 1002.82 (2) (1), executive functioning

acter—devetopment, teacher-child interactions,
age—appropriate discipline practices, health and safety,

nutrition, first aid, cardiopulmonary resuscitation, the
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recognition of communicable diseases, and child abuse detection,
prevention, and reporting.

4. Providing, from among the funds provided for the
activities described in subparagraphs 1.-3., adequate funding
for infants and toddlers as necessary to meet federal
requirements related to expenditures for quality activities for
infant and toddler care.

5. Improving the monitoring of compliance with, and
enforcement of, applicable state and local requirements as
described in and limited by 45 C.F.R. s. 98.40.

6. Responding to Warm-Line requests by providers and
parents, including providing developmental and health screenings
to school readiness program children.

Section 12. Paragraph (b) of subsection (4) of section
1002.945, Florida Statutes, 1is amended to read:

1002.945 Gold Seal Quality Care Program.—

(4) In order to obtain and maintain a designation as a
Gold Seal Quality Care provider, a child care facility, large
family child care home, or family day care home must meet the
following additional criteria:

(b) The child care provider must not have had three or

more of the same class II violations, as defined by rule of the

Department of Children and Families, within the 2 years
preceding its application for designation as a Gold Seal Quality

Care provider. Commission of three or more of the same class II
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violations within a 2-year period shall be grounds for
termination of the designation as a Gold Seal Quality Care
provider until the provider has no class II violations that are
the same for a period of 1 year.

Section 13. Paragraph (b) of subsection (5) of section
1008.25, Florida Statutes, 1s amended to read:

1008.25 Public school student progression; student
support; coordinated screening and progress monitoring;
reporting requirements.—

(5) READING DEFICIENCY AND PARENTAL NOTIFICATION.—

(b) A Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program student
who exhibits a substantial deficiency in early literacy skills
in accordance with the standards under s. 1002.67(1) (a) and
based upon the results of the administration of the final
coordinated screening and progress monitoring under subsection
&

oyt~
ey =3

ac~h
ST T

1
TTITo0o—T

He
[69]

(8) shall be xeferred—+to—theJoca

eligible to receive early literacy skill instructional support

through a “Summer Bridge” program the summer inrtensive—reading
interventions before participating in kindergarten. The early

literacy skill instructional support may be delivered by a

private prekindergarten provider or public school that meets

requirements adopted by the department. The program shall

consist of no more than 4 hours of instruction per day for a

total of 140 hours. Such early literacy skill instructional

support may intensive—reading—interventions—shatdt be paid for
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using any unused funds from the general appropriations act

allocated for the Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program

from the prior fiscal year in accordance with the rate set for a

student in a summer prekindergarten program or from the

district's evidence-based reading instruction allocation in
accordance with s. 1011.62(8).

Section 14. Subsections (3) and (4) of section 1002.57,
Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

1002.57 Prekindergarten director credential.—

(3) The prekindergarten director credential must meet or
exceed the requirements of the Department of Children and

Families for the child care facility director credential under

s. 402.305(2) (f) 54623052+, and successful completion of

the prekindergarten director credential satisfies these
requirements for the child care facility director credential.

(4) The department shall, to the maximum extent
practicable, award credit to a person who successfully completes
the child care facility director credential under s.

402.305(2) (f) s+—408230852++tg+ for those regquirements of the

prekindergarten director credential which are duplicative of
requirements for the child care facility director credential.
Section 15. Subsection (1) of section 1002.59, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:
1002.59 Emergent literacy and performance standards

training courses.—
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(1) The department, in collaboration with the Just Read,
Florida! Office, shall adopt minimum standards for courses in
emergent literacy for prekindergarten instructors. Each course
must comprise 5 clock hours and provide instruction in
strategies and techniques to address the age-appropriate
progress of prekindergarten students in developing emergent
literacy skills, including oral communication, knowledge of
print and letters, phonological and phonemic awareness, and
vocabulary and comprehension development, consistent with the
evidence-based content and strategies identified pursuant to s.
1001.215(8). The course standards must be reviewed as part of
any review of subject coverage or endorsement requirements in
the elementary, reading, and exceptional student educational
areas conducted pursuant to s. 1012.586. Each course must also
provide resources containing strategies that allow students with
disabilities and other special needs to derive maximum benefit
from the Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program. Successful
completion of an emergent literacy training course approved
under this section satisfies requirements for approved training
in early literacy and language development under ss.

02.305(2) (e)4., 402.313(6), and 402.3131(5) ss5=
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Section 16. This act shall take effect July 1, 2023.
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TITLE AMENDMENT
Remove everything before the enacting clause and insert:
A bill to be entitled
An act relating to child care and early learning providers;
amending s. 402.305, F.S.; revising licensing standards for all
licensed child care facilities and minimum standards and training
requirements for child care personnel; requiring the Department of
Children and Families to conduct specified screening of child care
personnel and issue provisional approval of such personnel under
certain conditions; revising requirements for a certain
introductory course in child care; deleting a regquirement that the
department evaluate certain training requirements and testing
procedures; revising requirements for minimum standards for
periodic health screenings; deleting requirements for minimum
standards for parental outreach and education regarding specified
issues, a specified plan include a program to assist children in
preventing and avoiding physical and mental abuse, and specialized
child care facilities for the care of mildly ill <children;
requiring the department to submit a report to specified parties
on a periodic schedule beginning on a specified date; providing
requirements for such report; requiring the department to adopt
rules and revise policy based on such report; authorizing the
department to contract for the production of such report; amending

s. 402.3115, F.S.; requiring the department and certain local
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governmental agencies to develop and implement a plan to eliminate
duplicative and unnecessary 1inspections of home providers;
revising requirements for an abbreviated inspection plan for
certain child care facilities; requiring the department to post
certain information on its website by a specified date annually;
amending s. 627.70161, F.S.; revising definitions; providing that
specified insurance provisions apply to large family child care
homes; amending s. 1002.55, F.S.; revising requirements for public
school and private prekindergarten providers; providing that
certain courses must be completed in a specified time frame;
amending 1002.61, F.S.; revising education and training
requirements for certain instructors; amending s. 1002.67, F.S.;
revising requirements for a specified curriculum; amending s.
1002.68, F.S.; requiring certain providers that did not meet the
minimum threshold for contracting to be subject to probation;
deleting obsolete language; requiring the department to consult
with a specified entity within existing funds; revising factors
used to adopt a specified methodology; requiring providers to
notify parents if a certain score is not maintained beginning a
specified program year; revising factors that prohibit providers
from being granted a good cause exemption; amending s. 1002.82,
F.S.; authorizing the department to commission a specified
curriculum; specifying that such commission must use existing
funds; providing requirements for such curriculum; revising

requirements for the statewide information system; amending s.
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1002.83, F.S.; authorizing early learning coalitions to appoint an
additional board member to represent local law enforcement;
amending s. 1002.89, F.S.; providing for specified financial
support to child care providers and staff to be included in the
school readiness program costs; amending s. 1002.945, F.S.;
revising requirements for a child care provider to obtain and
maintain a designation as a Gold Seal Quality Care provider;
amending s. 1008.25, F.S.; requiring, rather than authorizing,
certain students to Dbe eligible to receive certain reading
interventions before kindergarten without first being referred to
the local school district; authorizing such interventions may be
provided by specified providers; providing maximum daily and total
instruction hours; authorizing such program to be paid from
specified funds; amending ss. 1002.57 and 1002.59, F.S.;

conforming cross-references; providing an effective date.
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