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CSICSMHB 1279 2023

1 A bill to be entitled
2 An act relating to the Department of Agriculture and
3 Consumer Services; amending s. 212.08, F.S.;
4 authorizing farmers whose property meets certain
5 requirements to apply to the Department of Revenue for
6 a Florida farm tax exempt agricultural materials
7 (TEAM) card; providing the purpose of the Florida farm
8 TEAM card; providing that the Florida farm TEAM card
9 is subject to certain review and expiration
10 provisions; requiring the Department of Revenue to
11 adopt rules; authorizing the Department of Agriculture
12 and Consumer Services to take certain administrative
13 actions regarding the Florida farm TEAM card;
14 relieving selling dealers of the responsibility of
15 collecting sales tax on purchases by Florida farm TEAM
16 cardholders; requiring the Department of Revenue to
17 accept Florida farm TEAM card applications beginning
18 on a specified date; authorizing the Department of
19 Revenue to adopt emergency rules; providing for the
20 expiration of such authority; amending s. 213.053,
21 F.S.; authorizing the Department of Revenue to make
22 certain information available to the Department of
23 Agriculture and Consumer Services for the purpose of
24 administering the Florida farm TEAM card; creating s.
25 287.0823, F.S.; requiring by a specified date all food

Page 1 of 51

CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions.
hb1279-02-c2



FL ORI DA H O U S E O F R E P RESENTATI V E S

CS/CS/HB 1279 2023
26 commodities purchased by certain state entities to be
27 grown or produced in this state under certain
28 circumstances; requiring such state entities to give
29 preference to certain food commodities; authorizing
30 competitive solicitations for such food commodities to
31 give preference to certain vendors; requiring the
32 Department of Management Services to provide a
33 biennial report to the Governor, the Cabinet, and the
34 Legislature by a specified date; requiring the
35 department to adopt by rule a specified form;
36 requiring certain state entities to submit the form to
37 the department biennially by a specified date;
38 providing requirements for the report; amending s.
39 500.03, F.S.; revising, redefining, and deleting
40 terms; revising construction regarding the selling of
41 food; amending s. 500.032, F.S.; requiring the
42 Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services to
43 administer and enforce certain provisions relating to
44 the storage of food; amending s. 500.12, F.S.;
45 revising the types of entities required to obtain food
46 permits from the department; conforming provisions to
47 changes made by the act; requiring food permits to be
48 annually renewed in accordance with certain
49 provisions; authorizing the department to charge a
50 prorated fee for certain purposes; requiring late fees
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51 for applications not received on or before their due
52 date; amending s. 500.121, F.S.; conforming provisions
53 to changes made by the act; amending s. 500.147, F.S.;
54 requiring bottled water to be processed in conformance
55 with department rule; amending s. 500.172, F.S.;
56 authorizing an agent of the department to take
57 specified actions regarding mislabeled food;
58 reordering and amending s. 502.012, F.S.; defining,
59 revising, and redefining terms; amending s. 502.013,
60 F.S.; revising the purpose of certain provisions
61 regarding milk and milk products; amending s. 502.014,
62 F.S.; revising the authority of the department to
63 permit and collect samples of products for testing at
64 certain facilities; amending s. 502.042, F.S.;
65 deleting a provision requiring the department to
66 periodically conduct certain shelf-1life studies and to
67 sample certain milk products; making technical
68 changes; amending s. 502.053, F.S.; revising the milk
69 facilities required to apply for a permit to operate;
70 requiring operating permits for certain frozen dessert
71 plants; deleting a requirement that frozen dessert
72 plant permitholders submit specified reports to the
73 department; conforming provisions to changes made by
74 the act; amending s. 502.181, F.S.; deleting
75 prohibitions against certain testing for milkfat
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76 content and for repasteurizing milk; amending s.

77 502.231, F.S.; conforming a provision to changes made
78 by the act; repealing s. 502.301, F.S., relating to

79 the Dairy Industry Technical Council; creating s.

80 570.161, F.S.; requiring certain licensees or permit
81 holders to notify the department in writing of the

82 person's e-mail address; providing civil penalties;

83 providing that service by e-mail constitutes adequate
84 and sufficient notice; authorizing the department to
85 achieve service by other specified means under certain
86 circumstances; repealing s. 570.23, F.S., relating to
87 the State Agricultural Advisory Council; amending s.
88 570.71, F.S.; requiring the department to submit

89 specified conservation easement purchase agreements to
90 the Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement

91 Trust Fund for approval; amending s. 570.715, F.S.;

92 increasing the estimated value threshold for the

93 appraisal of specified conservation easement

94 acquisitions; repealing s. 570.843, F.S., relating to
95 the Florida Young Farmer and Rancher Advisory Council;
96 amending s. 570.93, F.S.; revising the required

97 contents of the department's agricultural water

98 conservation program; amending s. 576.011, F.S.;

99 defining and redefining terms; repealing ss.
100 581.217(14) and 585.008, F.S., relating to the
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101 Industrial Hemp Advisory Council and the Animal
102 Industry Technical Council, respectively; amending s.
103 586.045, F.S.; revising the timeframe during which the
104 department is required to provide written notice and
105 forms to beekeepers for annual certificate of
106 registration renewals; amending s. 595.404, F.S.;
107 requiring the department to adopt and implement an
108 exemption, waiver, and variance process by rule for
109 sponsors of certain school food and other nutrition
110 programs; amending s. 597.003, F.S.; revising the
111 powers and duties of the department regarding the
112 regulation of aquaculture in this state; providing
113 construction; amending s. 597.004, F.S.; deleting
114 requirements for rules adopted by the department for
115 aquaculture certificates of registration; deleting
116 provisions authorizing certain alligator producers to
117 be issued aguaculture certificates of registration;
118 providing legislative intent; preempting to the
119 department the regulatory and permitting authority for
120 all aquaculture products; providing construction;
121 revising the types of aguaculture products that may be
122 sold by an aquaculture producer under certain
123 circumstances; amending s. 597.005, F.S.; revising the
124 composition and responsibilities of the Aquaculture
125 Review Council; amending s. 599.002, F.S.; revising
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126 the composition of the Viticulture Advisory Council;
127 amending s. 934.50, F.S.; authorizing non-law
128 enforcement employees of the department to use drones
129 for specified purposes; amending s. 259.105, F.S.;
130 conforming cross-references; reenacting ss.
131 373.016(4) (a), 373.223(3), and 373.701(2)(a), F.S.,
132 relating to declarations of state water policy and
133 conditions for a permit, respectively, to incorporate
134 the amendment made by this act to s. 500.03, F.S., in
135 references thereto; providing an effective date.

136
137 Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
138
139 Section 1. Subsection (19) is added to section 212.08,
140 Florida Statutes, to read:

141 212.08 Sales, rental, use, consumption, distribution, and
142 storage tax; specified exemptions.—The sale at retail, the

143 rental, the use, the consumption, the distribution, and the

144 storage to be used or consumed in this state of the following
145 are hereby specifically exempt from the tax imposed by this

146 chapter.

147 (19) FLORIDA FARM TEAM CARD.-

148 (a) Notwithstanding any other law, a farmer whose property

149 has been classified as agricultural pursuant to s. 193.461 or

150 who has implemented agricultural best management practices
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151 adopted by the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services

152 pursuant to s. 403.067(7) (c)2. may apply to the department for a

153 Florida farm tax exempt agricultural materials (TEAM) card to

154 claim the applicable sales tax exemptions provided in this

155 section. A farmer may present the Florida farm TEAM card to a

156 selling dealer in lieu of a certificate or affidavit otherwise

157 required by this chapter.

158 (b) The Florida farm TEAM card is subject to the review

159 and expiration provisions of s. 212.084. The department shall

160 adopt rules to administer this subsection. The Department of

161 Agriculture and Consumer Services may take all actions necessary

162 for the administration, issuance, and distribution of the

163 Florida farm TEAM cards to farmers registered with the

164 department.

165 (c) For items purchased tax exempt pursuant to this

166 subsection, proof of acceptance by a selling dealer of a Florida

167 farm TEAM card from a purchaser relieves the selling dealer of

168 the responsibility of collecting the tax on the sale of such

169 items, and the department shall look solely to the purchaser for

170 recovery of the tax if it determines that the purchaser was not

171 entitled to the exemption.

172 (d) The department shall accept Florida farm TEAM card

173 applications beginning on January 1, 2024.

174 Section 2. (1) The Department of Revenue may, and all

175 conditions are deemed met to, adopt emergency rules pursuant to
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176 s. 120.54(4), Florida Statutes, for the purpose of implementing

177 s. 212.08(19), Florida Statutes.

178 (2) Notwithstanding any other law, emergency rules adopted

179| pursuant to this section are effective for 6 months after

180 adoption and may be renewed during the pendency of procedures to

181 adopt permanent rules addressing the subject of the emergency

182 rules.

183 Section 3. Subsection (24) is added to section 213.053,
184 Florida Statutes, to read:

185 213.053 Confidentiality and information sharing.—

186 (24) The department may make available to the Department

187 of Agriculture and Consumer Services, exclusively for official

188 purposes, information for the purposes of administering or

189 issuing the Florida farm TEAM card pursuant to s. 212.08(19).

190 Section 4. Section 287.0823, Florida Statutes, is created
191 to read:

192 287.0823 Preference to commodities grown or produced in

193 Florida.—
194 (1) By 2025 or upon expiration of any existing food

195 service contract, whichever is earlier, all food commodities

196| purchased by a state agency, a state university, a Florida

197 College System institution, or any contracted food service

198 provider thereof must be grown or produced in this state when

199 available, practical, and feasible.

200 (2) Notwithstanding any other provision of this section,

Page 8 of 51

CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions.
hb1279-02-c2



FL ORI DA H O U S E O F R E P RESENTATI V E S

CSICSMHB 1279 2023

201 and to the extent authorized by federal law, such state

202 agencies, state universities, Florida College System

203| institutions, and contracted food service providers thereof

204 shall give preference to food commodities grown or produced in

205 this state when purchasing food commodities, including farm

206| products as defined in s. 823.14, of any class, variety, or use

207 thereof in their natural state or as processed by a farm

208 operation or processor for the purpose of marketing such

209 product.

210 (3) A competitive solicitation for the purchase of food

211 commodities may give preference over other vendors to a

212 responsive and responsible vendor who agrees to fulfill the

213 contract through the use of food commodities grown or produced

214 in this state, provided that such preference does not exceed 10

215 percent of the total score allocated to price or does not result

216 in a price increase greater than 10 percent.

217 (4) By November 1, 2024, and each November 1 biennially

218 thereafter, the department shall prepare and submit a report to

219 the Governor, the Cabinet, the President of the Senate, and the

220 Speaker of the House of Representatives which describes the

221 amount of food commodities grown or produced in this state which

222 were purchased according to the requirements of this section. In

223 order to compile such report, the department shall adopt by rule

224 a form to be submitted to the department by each state agency,

225 state university, and Florida College System institution, or
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226 contracted food service provider thereof that purchases food

227 commodities. Such state entities shall submit the form to the

228 department by August 1, 2024, and each August 1 biennially

229 thereafter. The report must contain, at a minimum, all of the

230 following information:

231 (a) The total expenditures on, and the guantity purchased

232 of, food commodities by each state agency, state university, and

233 Florida College System institution.

234 (b) The total expenditures on, and the guantity purchased

235 of, food commodities grown or produced in this state by each

236 state agency, state university, and Florida College System

237 institution.

238 (c) The total expenditures on food commodities grown or

239| produced outside of this state by each state agency, state

240 university, and Florida College System institution.

241 (d) A statement and assessment of the good faith efforts

242 of, and any failures by, each state agency, state university, or

243 Florida College System institution, or any contracted food

244 service provider thereof to comply with this section.

245 Section 5. Paragraphs (d), (i), ((®), (g9), (r), and (bb) of
246 subsection (1) and subsection (3) of section 500.03, Florida

247 Statutes, are amended to read:

248 500.03 Definitions; construction; applicability.—
249 (1) For the purpose of this chapter, the term:
250 (d) "Bottled water" means water intended for human
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301 food—and beverage —vending machines-

302 (3) For the purpose of this chapter, the selling of food
303| includes the manufacture, production, processing, packing,

304 exposure, offer, possession, and holding of any article of food
305 for sale; the sale, dispensing, and giving of any article of

306 food; and the supplying to or applying of food in the conduct of
307 any food establishment.

308 Section 6. Subsection (1) of section 500.032, Florida

309 Statutes, is amended to read:

310 500.032 Declaration of policy and cooperation among

311 departments.—

312 (1) The department shall administer and enforce is—eharged
313| with—the administration and enforeement—of this chapter in order

314 to prevent fraud, harm, adulteration, misbranding, or false
315 advertising in the preparation, manufacture, storage, or sale of

316 articles of food. The department shall F—3s further charged—=E

317 enforce the provisions of this chapter relating to the

318 production, manufacture, transportation, storage, and sale of
319 food, as well as articles entering into, and intended for use as
320 ingredients in the preparation of, food.

321 Section 7. Paragraphs (a), (b), and (e) of subsection (1),

322 subsection (2), paragraph (a) of subsection (5), and subsection

323 (8) of section 500.12, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:
324 500.12 Food permits; building permits.-—
325 (1) (a) A food permit from the department is required of
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326| any person who operates a food establishment er—xetail food

327 stere, except:

328 1. Persons operating minor food outlets that sell food
329 that is commercially prepackaged, not potentially hazardous, and
330 not time or temperature controlled for safety, if the shelf

331 space for those items does not exceed 12 total linear feet and
332 no other food is sold by the minor food outlet.

333 2. Persons subject to continuous, onsite federal or state
334 inspection.

335 3. Persons selling only legumes in the shell, either

336 parched, roasted, or boiled.

337 4. Persons selling sugar cane or sorghum syrup that has
338| Dbeen boiled and bottled on a premise located within this £he
339 state. Such bottles must contain a label listing the producer's
340 name and street address, all added ingredients, the net weight
341 or volume of the product, and a statement that reads, "This

342 product has not been produced in a facility permitted by the
343 Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services."

344 (b) Each food establishment aprd—xetail food—stoxr

345 regulated under this chapter must apply for and receive a food
346| permit before operation begins. An application for a food permit
347 from the department must be accompanied by a fee in an amount
348 determined by department rule. The department shall adopt by

349 rule a schedule of fees to be paid by each food establishment

350 apnd—retait—Ffood——stere as a condition of issuance or renewal of a
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351| food permit. Such fees may not exceed $650 and must shadd be

352 used solely for the recovery of costs for the services provided,
353| except that the fee accompanying an application for a food

354 permit for operating a bottled water plant may not exceed $1,000
355 and the fee accompanying an application for a food permit for
356 operating a packaged ice plant may not exceed $250. The fee for
357 operating a bottled water plant or a packaged ice plant must
358| shatd+ be set by rule of the department. Food permits are not

359 transferable from one person or physical location to another.
360 Food permits must be renewed in accordance with subparagraphs

361 1., 2., and 3. opnruallyeonor before Janvary—=+- If an

362 application for renewal of a food permit is not received by the

363| department on or before within 30—days—after its due date, a

364 late fee not exceeding $100 must be paid in addition to the food
365| permit fee before the department may issue the food permit. The
366| moneys collected must shkedd be deposited in the General

367 Inspection Trust Fund.

368 1. A food permit issued to a new food establishment on or

369 after September 1, 2023, is valid for 1 calendar year after the

370 date of issuance and must be renewed annually on or before that

371 date thereafter.

372 2. Effective January 1, 2024, a food permit issued before

373 September 1, 2023, expires on the month and day the initial

374| permit was issued to the food establishment and must be renewed

375 annually on or before that date thereafter. The department may
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376 charge a prorated permit fee for purposes of this subparagraph.

377 3. The owner of 100 or more permitted food establishment

378 locations may elect to set the expiration of food permits for

379 such establishments as December 31 of each calendar year.

380 (e) The department is the exclusive regulatory and

ar
}__J

+ o B i B DA [ S

381| permitting authority for all feed—eu

382 food establishments—eeonvenience—steres, and minor food outlets

383 in accordance with this section. Application for a food permit
384 must be made on forms provided by the department, which forms
385| must also contain provision for application for registrations
386| and permits issued by other state agencies and for collection of
387 the food permit fee and any other fees associated with

388 registration, licensing, or applicable surcharges. The details
389 of the application must shkedt be prescribed by department rule.
390 (2) When any person applies for a building permit to

391 construct, convert, or remodel any food establishment, feed

392 wEtet—or—retail—feooed——sterer the authority issuing such permit
393 shall make available to the applicant a printed statement,

394 provided by the department, regarding the applicable sanitation
395 requirements for such establishments. A building permitting

396 authority, or municipality or county under whose jurisdiction a
397 building permitting authority operates, may not be held liable

398 for a food establishment—Ffeood——ouvttet—or—retail Ffood—stoere that

399 does not comply with the applicable sanitation requirements due

400 to failure of the building permitting authority to provide the
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401 information as provided in this subsection.

402 (a) The department shall furnish, for distribution, a
403 statement that includes the checklist to be used by the food
404 inspector in any preoperational inspections to assure that the
405 food establishment is constructed and equipped to meet the

406 applicable sanitary guidelines. Such preoperational inspection
407| is shadtdt—be a prerequisite for obtaining a food permit in

408 accordance with this section.

409 (b) The department may provide assistance, when requested
410| by the applicant, in the review of any construction or

411 remodeling plans for food establishments. The department may
412 charge a fee for such assistance which covers the cost of

413| providing the assistance and which must shadd be deposited in
414 the General Inspection Trust Fund for use in funding the food
415 safety program.

416 (c) A building permitting authority or other subdivision
417 of local government may not require the department to approve
418 construction or remodeling plans for food establishments ard

419 retait—feood—steres as a condition of any permit or license at

420 the local level.

421 (5) It is the intent of the Legislature to eliminate

422 duplication of regulatory inspections of food. Regulatory and
423| permitting authority over any food establishment is preempted to
424 the department, except as provided in chapter 379.

425 (a) Food establishments er—rxetail—feood—steres that have
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426| ancillary food service activities shall be permitted and
427 inspected by the department.
428 (8) A person who applies for or renews a local business

429 tax certificate to engage in business as a food establishment e+

430 retail food stere must exhibit a current food permit or an

431 active letter of exemption from the department before the local
432 Dbusiness tax certificate may be issued or renewed.

433 Section 8. Subsection (1) of section 500.121, Florida

434 Statutes, is amended to read:

435 500.121 Disciplinary procedures.—

436 (1) In addition to the suspension procedures provided in
437 s. 500.12, if applicable, the department may impose an

438 administrative fine in the Class II category pursuant to s.

439 570.971 against any ¥etait—Ffeeod——sterer food establishment+ or
440 cottage food operation that violates this chapter, which fine,
441 when imposed and paid, must shadtt be deposited by the department

442 into the General Inspection Trust Fund. The department may

443 revoke or suspend the permit of any such retait—Ffeood——ster

M

Hh

d ot~
A LSRN g

444 food establishment if it 1s satisfied that the =xetail

445 ¥ food establishment has:
446 (a) Violated this chapter.
4477 (b) Violated or aided or abetted in the violation of any

food aotrtoraa
EERACAS s i A = mp S

H-

448 law of this state governing or applicable to retad

449 ex food establishments or any lawful rules of the department.

450 (c) Knowingly committed, or been a party to, any material
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451 fraud, misrepresentation, conspiracy, collusion, trick, scheme,
452 or device whereby another person, lawfully relying upon the

453 word, representation, or conduct of a ¥retail feedstere—or food

454 establishment, acts to her or his injury or damage.

455 (d) Committed any act or conduct of the same or different
456 character than that enumerated which constitutes fraudulent or
457 dishonest dealing.

458 Section 9. Paragraph (a) of subsection (3) of section

459 500.147, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

460 500.147 Inspection of food establishments, food records,
461 and vehicles.—

462 (3) For bottled water plants:

463 (a) Bottled water must be from an approved source. Bottled

464 water must be processed in conformance with department rule 2%

465 T D naxrt 120 (200 &) ERAVA RS E W NP PN PN 2 S = 21 C T D noxrtE 1 8
L Ises pott T \W=mvavavy, oo T o 3= = = 4 e T L s Ice  potrtt T o9

466| +2B06). A person operating a bottled water plant is shedtibe
467 responsible for all water sampling and analyses required by this
468 chapter.

469 Section 10. Subsection (1) of section 500.172, Florida

470 Statutes, is amended to read:

471 500.172 Embargoing, detaining, destroying of food, food
472| processing equipment, or areas that are in violation.-—

473 (1) When the department, or its duly authorized agent who
474 has received appropriate education and training regarding the

475 legal requirements of this chapter, finds or has probable cause
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476 to believe that any food, food processing equipment, food
477| processing area, or food storage area is in violation of this
478 chapter or any rule adopted under this chapter so as to be

479 dangerous, unwholesome, mislabeled, fraudulent, or insanitary

480 within the meaning of this chapter, an agent of the department
481 may issue and enforce a stop-sale, stop-use, removal, or hold
482 order, which order gives notice that such article, processing
483 equipment, processing area, or storage area is or 1is suspected
484 of being in violation and has been detained or embargoed and
485 which order warns all persons not to remove, use, or dispose of
486 such article, processing equipment, processing area, or storage
487 area by sale or otherwise until permission for removal, use, or
488 disposal is given by the department or the court. A person may
489 not remove, use, or dispose of such detained or embargoed

490 article, processing equipment, processing area, or storage area
491 by sale or otherwise without such permission.

492 Section 11. Section 502.012, Florida Statutes, 1is

493 reordered and amended to read:

494 502.012 Definitions.—As used in this chapter, the term:

495 (1) "Bulk milk hauler/sampler" means a person who collects

496| official samples and transports raw milk from a farm or raw milk

497 products to or from a milk plant, receiving station, or transfer

498 station and is permitted to sample the milk products by any

499 state regulatory agency charged with implementing the United

500 States Food and Drug Administration's Grade "A" program.
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(2) "Bulk milk pickup tanker" means a vehicle, including

501
502
503
504
505
506
507
508
509
510
511
512
513
514
515
516
517
518
519
520
521
522
523
524
525

the truck and tank+ and those appurtenances necessary for its

use neecessary—attachments, that is used by—ea—wmitk—hawvter to

transport bulk raw milk for pasteurization, ultra-

pasteurization, aseptic processing and packaging, or retort

processing after packaging from a dairy farm to a milk plant,

receiving station, or transfer station.

(3)42> "Dairy farm" means any place or premises where one
or more lactating animals, including cows, goats, sheep, water
buffalo, or other hooved mammals, are kept for milking purposes,

and from which a part or all of the milk is provided, sold, or

offered for sale.

(4)43+ "Department" means the Department of Agriculture
and Consumer Services.

(5)44 "Frozen dessert" means a specific standardized
frozen dessert described in 21 C.F.R. part 135, excluding part
135.160 and——any + v £ A dafinad ey o] £+ doarnartmant

. Frad—anay—eTherfeood—definedbvy—rot Ehe—departmernt
+hat o ~min o e ot oA Ao fono doacocnrt a4+ A o At
CIITTOCT = =3 T I0 = [SS AW S e O C U TITOUO T I AT A [ S g ar) 1T AT [ S L AW A T T
confor + PP I =L P PR O | £ coan PR N BRI L Lo

rform—teo—the speeific desceriptioneof sueh standardized frozer
g oo i an 21 C oD N+ 1B T 1+ rm A~ T AN o it 1o At
O [y O = =y y o e L e LJL/LJ_k, . = S ) I [ S N N N W W ) u, LN = =) T O T
1 amat+oadd + NPT R ootz Fornogar ~ANL A~ o n o oy1aa oAt 17
Hited—tos S e rozen nfectien—a oot Ay
frmnogarn Ao vz S~ f A~ o n oS o A3 vz Ao vy A~ ot A o
frozen—dair orfection frozen—dictarydatrydessert—and—a
Lo arn A At oy Anoom et
freoren—dietary—desserts

() VDo A~canypt o marmaaf oAb g9~ i~ e o o~ T

55 Trozen dessorts maprsaeiyrarl menps o percor Srao
manirfFfaotiieraa Nnrooac an o oonsza rt o nart1 a1 71x £ ZzAoo r £ ZzAao
maratactares—pr 5565 rverts,—eartialtyfreezes;—or freezes
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551 products as defined in this chapter and the Grade "A"

552 pasteurized milk ordinance but do not come within the definition
553 of "milk" or "milk products" and are nutritionally inferior to
554 the product imitated.

555 (9)4F3) "Milk" means the lacteal secretion, practically
556 free from colostrum, obtained by the complete milking of one or
557 more healthy cows, goats, sheep, water buffalo, or other hooved
558 mammals.

559 (10)4F2)> "Milk distributor" means any person who offers
560 for sale or sells to another person any milk or milk product.
561 (15)+43+3)> "Milk products" means products made with milk
562 that is processed in some manner, including being whipped,

563 acidified, cultured, concentrated, lactose-reduced, or sodium-
564 reduced or aseptically processed, or having the addition or

565 subtraction of milkfat, the addition of safe and suitable

566| microbial organisms, or the addition of safe and suitable

567 optional ingredients for protein, vitamin, or mineral

568 fortification. The term does Mitk—produets™de not include

569| products such as evaporated milk, condensed milk, eggnog in a
570 rigid metal container, dietary products, infant formula, or ice
571 cream and other desserts.

572 (18)43+4 "Milkfat" or "butterfat" means the fat contained

573 in milk.

574 (11)445> "Milk hauler" means any person who transports raw

575 milk or raw milk products to or from a milk plant, receiving
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station, or transfer station.

(12) 446> "Milk plant" means any place, premises, or

577
578
579
580
581
582
583
584
585
586
587
588
589
590
591
592
593
594
595
596
597
598
599
600

aseptical

packaging

establishment where milk or milk products are collected,

handled, processed,

stored, pasteurized, ultra-pasteurized,

ly processed and packaged, retort processed after

, condensed, dried, packaged, bottled, or prepared for

distribut

responsib

packaging

milk plan

tanker or

the truck

hauler to

(13) =+

related operation.

(14) 85

dairy farm and provides,

(16) 4+

(17) 426+

ion.
"Milk plant operator" means any person
le for receiving, processing,

pasteurizing, or

milk and milk products, or performing any other
"Milk producer" means any person who operates a
sells, or offers for sale milk to a

t, receiving station, or transfer station.

"Milk tank truck" means either a bulk milk pickup
a milk transport tank.

"Milk transport tank" means a vehicle, including

and tank, used by a bulk milk hauler/sampler or a milk

transport bulk shipments of milk from a milk plant,

receiving station, or transfer station to another milk plant,
receiving station, or transfer station.
(D7) LLNarEE cnnmantlsz oA ~ANf A~ o DL N W < B N | S A
21 Sutescentlyr—frozen Afection' means—a—ectean—and
haol oom frnzAn o + Ao flaoaszorad e~ 4+ ~ 4+ a1 boilneor
wheolesome—frozen,——Sw tered—Flaveored—produet—+that—white being
frozAn oo At ot v Axar At AA (yornecovr 11z lenatgn o
Frorer—was—aeEstirredor sgiEated—{tgereratt ROWA—aS
oria g ooaant £~ Zz a3 T oconfao~t o masz AR I EE T N S| 2+ £ A
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626 (20) 424> "Receiving station" means any place, premises, or
627 establishment where raw milk is received, collected, handled,
628 stored, or cooled and +s prepared for further transporting.

629 (21) "Reconstituted milk or milk products" or "recombined

630| milk or milk products" means milk or milk products that result

631 from reconstituting or recombining milk constituents with

632 potable water.

633 (22) "Retail" means the sale of goods to the public for

634 use or consumption rather than for resale.

635 (23)425) "Substitute milk and substitute milk products"
636| means those foods that have the physical characteristics, such
637 as taste, flavor, body, texture, or appearance, of milk or milk
638| products as defined in this chapter and the Grade "A"

639| pasteurized milk ordinance but do not come within the definition
640 of "milk" or "milk products" and are nutritionally equivalent to
641 the product for which they are substitutes.

642 (24)426) "Transfer station" means any place, premises, or
643 establishment where milk or milk products are transferred

644 directly from one milk tank truck to another.

045 (25) "Ultra-pasteurization (UP)" means a process in which

646 milk or milk product is thermally processed at or above 138

647 degrees Celsius or 280 degrees Fahrenheit for at least 2

648 seconds, before or after packaging, so as to produce a milk or

649| milk product that has an extended shelf-life under refrigerated

650 conditions.
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(26) 21
establishment where milk tank trucks are cleaned and sanitized.

(27)

"Washing station" means any place, premises, or

"Wholesale" means the selling of goods in quantity to

be retailed by others.

Section 12. of subsection (1) of section
502.013,

502.013

Paragraph (d)
Florida Statutes, 1s amended to read:
Purpose; intent.-—

(1) PURPOSE.—The purpose of this chapter is to:

roegutationeof he geelf 19fe of pmodlk sog midlk produece dn Thic
sEate-

Section 13. Paragraph (a) of subsection (2) of section
502.014, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

502.014 Powers and duties.-—

(2) (a) The department shall permit, conduct eastte

inspections of, and collect samples for testing from all

facilities engaged in the production, processing, holding, or

o ma 11
E=

o 1 ont S A
HS7—Ht—— TTrirc T

[4)]

transfer of milk and milk products dairy—F

gl

@

’

frononrn Ancanryrt Nl ot A~~~ ot oot o aman o £ 11 ma 11
[ S S ar) Y AA =) [ S — LJ_I.MJ.LL_, T A\ - - O L= [ k_)(_/L.ll.lt/J. J = J.I.I._I._I.J\, T I
nraoadiiot o A Fono A Aacocnrt o o v A +ha o ~hoat
produects—and frozen dessertsas—reqguired by this chapter.
Section 14. Section 502.042, Florida Statutes, is amended
to read:
502.042 Labeling of shelf life.—To ensure consumers full

disclosure of the date beyond which milk or milk products may no
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676 longer be offered for sale, all dairy processors must shald
677 establish+ and legibly label as prescribed by rule of the
678 department, the maximum shelf-life period during which milk and
679| milk products may be offered for sale. For purposes of this
680 requirement, the term £e "legibly label" means to label the
681 package or container with conspicuous and easily readable
682| Dboldfaced print or type in distinct contrast to the background,
683 by color. Fhe—department——shallperiodiecattyeconduet——shelf—33F
684 Stoces—teo—reviow the keepiag guatitby ot met<x ond milk produels
685| ard—shatt——samplteperiodicatty—the products—ofthe dairy
686| Ppreocesseors—to—determine+f the shelf-life doting uvsedby—+th
687| preecesseors—compties—withthe minimumStandards—eofguatity—
688 Section 15. Paragraphs (a) and (b) of subsection (1),
689| paragraph (d) of subsection (3), and paragraphs (a) and (c) of
690 subsection (4) of section 502.053, Florida Statutes, are amended
691 to read:
692 502.053 Permits and fees; requirements; exemptions;
693 temporary permits.-—
694 (1) PERMITS.—
695 (a) All facilities engaged in the production, processing,
696 holding, or transfer of milk and milk products EFaech Grade—"A"
697| midtk plont,whether located in the stote or outside +the states
698 ard—each—manufacturing—mitk—ptant—mitk—produecer—mitk—haovters
699| mitk houling service; washing station operateor—miltk plant
700 perator—mitk—distributeor—singte—service—container
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£he state must shaedd apply to the department for a permit to
operate. The application must shadtt be on forms developed by the
department.

(b) FEach frozen dessert plant+—whether tocatedin—+th

£ ot + o+
(\SPN e ) T T

S e—oFr ~ that manufactures frozen desserts or

other products defined in this chapter and offers these products

for wholesale fer—sate in this state must apply to the

department for a permit to operate. The application must be
submitted on a form ferms prescribed by the department. All
frozen dessert permits expire on June 30 of each year.

(3) REQUIREMENTS.—
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(4) EXEMPTIONS .—
(a) The following persons are shatt—Pbe exempt from bulk

milk hauler/sampler hawvter permit requirements:

1. Milk producers who transport milk or milk products only
from their own dairy farms.

2. Employees of a milk distributor or milk plant operator
who possesses a valid permit.

3. Drivers of bulk milk tank trucks between locations who
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726| do not collect milk from farms.

727 e r—Freozen—desserts—retail establishments asdefined—+n——=S

728 S0 2= rpt—from this ehopter

729 Section 16. Subsections (1) and (4) of section 502.181,

730 Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

731 502.181 Prohibited acts.—It is unlawful for any person in

732 this state to:

733 (1) Engage in the business of producing, hauling,

734 transferring, receiving, processing, packaging, or distributing

735 milk, milk products, or frozen desserts or operating a washing

736 station, manufacturing single-service containers, or

737 manufacturing imitation or substitute milk or milk products+—es

738 testingfor milkfat econtents without first obtaining a permit or

739 license from the department.

740 H— Repastenrize itk

741 Section 17. Paragraph (b) of subsection (1) of section

742 502.231, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

743 502.231 Penalty and injunction.—

744 (1) The department may enter an order imposing one or more

745 of the following penalties against any person who violates any

746| provision of this chapter:

747 (b) Imposition of an administrative fine:

748 1. In the Class II category pursuant to s. 570.971 for

749| each violation in the case of a frozen dessert licensee; or

750 2. Ten percentof the license £ 51 00—whichever 34g
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751 greater,—for failure to reportthe information deseribed in s
752 5028533 rHer——ex

753 3= In the Class I category pursuant to s. 570.971 for each
754 occurrence for any other violation.

755
756 When imposing a fine under this paragraph, the department must
757 consider the degree and extent of harm caused by the violation,
758 the cost of rectifying the damage, the benefit to the violator,
759 whether the violation was committed willfully, and the

760 violator's compliance record.

7601 Section 18. Section 502.301, Florida Statutes, is

762 repealed.
763 Section 19. Section 570.161, Florida Statutes, 1s created

764 to read:
765 570.161 E-mail address of record.—

766 (1) In addition to any other requirement set forth in law,

767 each person licensed or permitted by the department shall notify

768 the department in writing of the person's e-mail address. The

769 failure to notify the department of a change in any e-mail

770 address provided to the department constitutes a violation of

771 this section and may be subject to the penalties provided in s.

772 570.971 (3) .

773 (2) (a) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, service

774 by e-mail to a person's e-mail address of record constitutes

775 adequate and sufficient notice when required by law, except when
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776 other service is required pursuant to s. 120.60.

777 (b) If the department receives notification that service

778 by e-mail, as authorized by this section, has failed, the

779| department may provide notice to the person by calling the

780 person's last known telephone number of record, mailing the

781 notice to the last known address, or posting a short, plain

782 notice to the person on the department's website.

783 Section 20. Section 570.23, Florida Statutes, is repealed.

784 Section 21. Subsections (10) through (13) of section

785 570.71, Florida Statutes, are renumbered as subsections (11)
786 through (14), respectively, and a new subsection (10) is added
787 to that section to read:

788 570.71 Conservation easements and agreements.—

789 (10) Notwithstanding any other law or rule, the department

790 shall submit a purchase agreement authorized by this section to

791 the Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund for

792 approval if the purchase price exceeds $5 million.

793 Section 22. Paragraph (b) of subsection (1) of section
794 570.715, Florida Statutes, 1s amended to read:

795 570.715 Conservation easement acquisition procedures.—
796 (1) For less than fee simple acquisitions pursuant to s.
797 570.71, the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services
798 shall comply with the following acquisition procedures:

799 (b) Before approval by the board of trustees of an

800 agreement to purchase less than fee simple title to land
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801 pursuant to s. 570.71, an appraisal of the parcel shall be

802 required as follows:

803 1. Each parcel to be acquired shall have at least one

804 appraisal. Two appraisals are required when the estimated value
805| of the parcel exceeds $5 $+ million. However, when both

806| appraisals exceed $5 $+ million and differ significantly, a

807 third appraisal may be obtained.

808 2. Appraisal fees and associated costs shall be paid by
809 the department. All appraisals used for the acquisition of less
810 than fee simple interest in lands pursuant to this section shall
811| be prepared by a state-certified appraiser who meets the

812 standards and criteria established by rule of the board of

813 trustees. Each appraiser selected to appraise a particular

814 parcel shall, before contracting with the department or a

815| participant in a multiparty agreement, submit to the department
816 or participant an affidavit substantiating that he or she has no

817 vested or fiduciary interest in such parcel.

818 Section 23. Section 570.843, Florida Statutes, is
819 repealed.
820 Section 24. Upon the expiration and reversion of the

821 amendment made to section 570.93, Florida Statutes, pursuant to
822 section 63 of chapter 2022-157, Laws of Florida, paragraph (a)
823 of subsection (1) of section 570.93, Florida Statutes, is

824 amended to read:

825 570.93 Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services;
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826 agricultural water conservation and agricultural water supply
827 planning.—

828 (1) The department shall establish an agricultural water
829 conservation program that includes the following:

830 (a) A cost-share program, coordinated whereappropriat

831 with the United States Department of Agriculture and other

832 federal, state, regional, and local agencies, when appropriate,

833 for irrigation system retrofit and application of mobile
834 irrigation laboratory evaluations, and for water conservation as
835| providedinthis seetion and—whereaoppticable—Ffor water

3

836| quality improvement pursuant to s. 40

837 Section 25. Present subsections (8) through (13) and (14)
838 through (44) of section 576.011, Florida Statutes, are

839 redesignated as subsections (9) through (14) and (16) through
840 (46) , respectively, new subsections (8) and (15) are added to
841 that section, and present subsections (15), (19), and (36) of
842 that section are amended, to read:

843 576.011 Definitions.—When used in this chapter, the term:

844 (8) "Controlled release fertilizers" means a slow release

845 fertilizer engineered to provide nutrients over time at a

846| predictable rate under specified conditions.

847 (15) "Fertilizer material" means a fertilizer that meets

848 one of the following regquirements:

849 (a) Contains important quantities of no more than one of

850 the primary nutrients: nitrogen (N), phosphate (P20s), and potash
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(K20) .
(b)

Has 85 percent or more of its plant nutrient content
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present in the form of a single chemical compound.

(c)

Is derived from a plant or an animal residue or

byproduct or a natural material deposit that has been processed

in such a way that its content of plant nutrients has not been

materially changed except by purification and concentration.

(17) 35
total nitrogen expressed as N,
P20s,

numbers in the same terms,

"Grade" means the percentages in fertilizer of

and soluble potassium expressed as K:20,

order,

available phosphorus expressed as
stated in whole

and percentages as in the

guaranteed analysis. However,

specialty fertilizer may be

guaranteed in fractional units

of less than 1 percent of total

nitrogen, available phosphate,

and soluble potash. Fertilizer

materials, bone meal, manures,

and similar materials may be

guaranteed in fractional units

(21) =+

printed,

"Labeling" means all labels

or graphic matters upon an article or any of its

in
= =y g =3

+
1=

(OF

.
=

m

-
TICE

and other written,

containers or wrappers+—e¥ accompanying such article.

(38) 436+

"Slow exr—econtrodled release fertilizer"

means a

fertilizer in a form that releases, or converts to a plant-

available form, plant nutrients at a slower rate relative to an
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n
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876| availabilityteo—the plont significantly longer than o referene
877 " i i i SR o

878 A=trat aresrammoR U phesheateor potacsoiar eblorid

879 Section 26. Subsection (14) of section 581.217, Florida
880 Statutes, 1is repealed.

881 Section 27. Section 585.008, Florida Statutes, is

882 repealed.

883 Section 28. Subsection (4) of section 586.045, Florida
884 Statutes, is amended to read:

885 586.045 Certificates of registration and inspection.-—
886 (4) The department shall provide to each person subject to

887 this section written notice and renewal forms at least 30 €&

888 days before prier—te the annual renewal date informing the

889| person of the certificate of registration renewal date and the
890 application fee.

891 Section 29. Subsection (16) is added to section 595.404,
892 Florida Statutes, to read:

893 595.404 School food and other nutrition programs; powers
894 and duties of the department.—The department has the following
895 powers and duties:

896 (16) To adopt and implement an exemption, waiver, and

897 variance process by rule, as required by federal regulations,

898 for sponsors under the programs implemented pursuant to this

899 chapter, notwithstanding s. 120.542.

900 Section 30. Section 597.003, Florida Statutes, is amended
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901 to read:
902 597.003 Powers and duties of Department of Agriculture and

903 Consumer Services.—

904 (1) The department is herebydesigrated—as the lead agency
905 in regqulating and encouraging the development of aquaculture in

906 this +he state and has shaldl—have and shall exercise the

907 following functions, powers, and duties with regard to

908 aquaculture:

909 (a) 1Issue or deny aquaculture certificates that identify
910 aquaculture producers and aquaculture products, and collect all
911 related fees. The department may revoke an aquaculture

912 certificate of registration issued pursuant to s. 597.004 upon a
913 finding that aquaculture is not the primary purpose of the

914 certified entity's operation.

915 (b) Coordinate the development, annual revision, and

916 implementation of a state aquaculture plan. The plan must shaed+
917 include prioritized recommendations for research and development
918 as suggested by the Agquaculture Review Council and public and
919 private institutional research, extension, and service programs.
920 (c) Develop memoranda of agreement, as needed, with the
921 Department of Environmental Protection, the Fish and Wildlife
922 Conservation Commission, the Florida Sea Grant Program, and

923 other groups as provided in the state aquaculture plan.

924 (d) Provide staff for the Aquaculture Review Council.
925 (e) Forward the annually revised state agquaculture plan to
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926 the commissioner and to the chairs of the House Committee on
927 Agriculture and Consumer Services and the Senate Committee on
928| Agriculture 1 month before prier—+eo submission of the

929 department's legislative budget request to the Governor.

930 (f) Upon the appropriation of funds by the Legislature,

931 submit the list of research and development projects proposed to
932 Dbe funded through the department as identified in the state

933 aquaculture plan—ateorg—with—the department'stegistativebudget
934 ¥regwest to the Governor, the President of the Senate, and the

935 Speaker of the House of Representatives. Ff—Fundedr These

936| projects must shadt be contracted for by the Division of

937 Aquaculture and must shadldt require public-private partnerships,
938 when appropriate. The contracts must shadd require a percentage
939 of the profit generated by the project to be deposited into the
940 General Inspection Trust Fund solely for funding aquaculture
941 projects recommended by the Aquaculture Review Council.

942 (g) Provide developmental assistance to the various

943 sectors of the agquaculture industry as determined in the state
944 aquaculture plan.

945 (h) Assist persons seeking to engage in aquaculture when
946 applying for the necessary permits and serve as ombudsman to
947 resolve complaints or otherwise resolve problems arising between
948 aquaculture producers and regulatory agencies.

949 (1) Develop and propose to the Legislature legislation

950 necessary to implement the state aquaculture plan or to
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951 otherwise encourage the development of aquaculture in this +he
952 state.

953 (J) 1Issue or deny any license or permit authorized or

954 delegated to the department by the Legislature or through

955| memorandum of understanding with other state or federal agencies
956| that furthers the intent of the Legislature to place the

957 regulation of aquaculture in the department.

958 (k) Make available state lands and the water column for
959 the purpose of producing aquaculture products when the

960 aquaculture activity is compatible with state resource

961| management goals, environmental protection, and proprietary

962 interest and when such state lands and waters are determined to
963 be suitable for aquaculture development by the Board of Trustees
964 of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund pursuant to s. 253.68;
965| provide training as necessary to lessees; and be responsible for
966 all saltwater aquaculture activities located on sovereignty

967 submerged land or in the water column above such land and

968 adjacent facilities directly related to the aquaculture

969 activity.

970 1. The department shall act in cooperation with other

971 state and local agencies and programs to identify and designate
972 sovereignty lands and waters that would be suitable for

973 aquaculture development.

974 2. The department shall identify and evaluate specific

975 tracts of sovereignty submerged lands and water columns in
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976| wvarious areas of the state to determine where such lands and

977| waters are suitable for leasing for aquaculture purposes.

978| MNethimg—3+n This subparagraph or subparagraph 1. does not shatt
979| preclude the applicant from applying for sites identified by the
980 applicant.

981 3. The department shall provide assistance in developing
982 technologies applicable to aquaculture activities, evaluate

983 practicable production alternatives, and provide agreements to
984 develop innovative culture practices.

985 (1) Act as a clearinghouse for aguaculture applications,
986| and act as a liaison between the Fish and Wildlife Conservation
987 Commission, the Division of State Lands, the Department of

988 Environmental Protection district offices, other divisions

989| within the Department of Environmental Protection, and the water
990| management districts. The Department of Agriculture and Consumer
991 Services 1is shadldi—be responsible for regulating marine

992 aquaculture producers, except as specifically provided herein.

993 (2) The specific delegation of authority granted under

994 subsection (1) is intended to place responsibility and may not

995 be construed so as to prevent the respective state agencies from

996 cooperating with each other by exchanging information and

997 providing copies of reports when deemed advisable.

998 (3) The department may employ such persons as are
999 necessary to perform its duties under this chapter.

1000 Section 31. Present subsections (3) through (6) of section
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1026 over all aquaculture products as defined in s. 597.0015 is

1027 preempted to the department.

1028 (a) Shellfish processing facilities are licensed pursuant

1029 to s. 597.020.

1030 (b) Facilities operated by state agencies, local

1031 governments, educational institutions, research institutions, or

1032 restoration organizations which maintain agquaculture products

1033 for educational, scientific, demonstration, experimental, or

1034 restoration activities related to agquaculture are licensed

1035 pursuant to this section.

1036 (c) Facilities culturing crocodilians of the order

1037 Crocodilia are dually regulated by the department and the Fish

1038 and Wildlife Conservation Commission. Any alligator producer

1039 issued an aquaculture certificate of registration pursuant to

1040 this section must also maintain an alligator farming license

1041 from the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission. This chapter

1042 does not supersede the authority under chapter 379 to requlate

1043 alligator farms and alligator farmers.

1044 (4)4=3+ FEES.Effeetive—JFuty—+—3+997+ All fees collected

1045 pursuant to this section shall be deposited into the General
1046 Inspection Trust Fund in the Department of Agriculture and

1047 Consumer Services.

1048 (6)45)> SALE OF AQUACULTURE PRODUCTS.-—

1049 (a) Aquaculture products, except shellfish—sreek—and—any

1050| +£ish—ef—+thegenus—Micropterus,—execludingMicropterus—salmoides
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1051| +Heridanwsy and prohibited and restricted nonnative fxeshwater
1052| andmarine species identified in the Aquaculture Best Management

1053 Practices manual by —rutes—efthe Fish and Wildlife Conservation

1054 Ceommissier, may be sold by an aguaculture producer certified
1055 pursuant to this section or by a dealer licensed pursuant to
1056| part VII of chapter 379 without restriction so long as the

1057| product origin can be identified.

1058 Section 32. Subsection (1) and paragraph (c) of subsection
1059 (3) of section 597.005, Florida Statutes, are amended, and

1060| paragraph (e) of subsection (3) of that section is reenacted, to
1061 read:

1062 597.005 Aquaculture Review Council.—

1063 (1) COMPOSITION.—There is created within the department
1064 the Agquaculture Review Council to consist of eight members as
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1067 commissioner, including an alligator farmer, a food fish farmer,
1068 a shellfish farmer, a tropical fish farmer, an aquatic plant
1069 farmer, a representative of the commercial fishing industry, and
1070 a representative of the aquaculture industry at large. Members
1071 shall be appointed for 4-year terms. Each member shall be

1072 selected from no fewer than two or more than three nominees

1073 submitted by recognized statewide organizations representing
1074 each industry segment or the aquaculture industry at large. In

1075 the absence of nominees, the commissioner shall appoint persons
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1076| who otherwise meet the qualifications for appointment to the
1077 council. Members shall serve until their successors are duly
1078| qualified and appointed. An appointment to fill a wvacancy shall
1079 be for the unexpired portion of the term.

1080 (3) RESPONSIBILITIES.—The primary responsibilities of the
1081| Agquaculture Review Council are to:

1082 (c) Submit to the commissioner on an annual basis:

1083 1. Upon the appropriation of funds by the lLegislature, a

1084 prioritized list of research projects to be funded by the

1085 department irnetuded—in—the departmentlstegistativebudget
1086| =xeeguwest. Each year, the council shall review the aquaculture

1087 legislative budget requests submitted to the department and rank
1088 them according to the state aquaculture plan.

1089 2. Recommendations to be forwarded to the Speaker of the
1090 House of Representatives and the President of the Senate on

1091 legislation needed to help the aquaculture industry.

1092 3. Recommendations on aquaculture projects, activities,
1093 research, and regulation and other needs to further the

1094 development of the aquaculture industry.

1095 (e) Assist the department in carrying out duties

1096 identified in s. 597.003 by studying agquaculture issues and

1097 making recommendations for regulating and permitting agquaculture
1098 and in the development, revision, and implementation of the

1099 state aquaculture plan.

1100 Section 33. Subsection (1) of section 599.002, Florida
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1101 Statutes, is amended to read:

1102 599.002 Viticulture Advisory Council.-—

1103 (1) There is created within the Department of Agriculture
1104 and Consumer Services the Viticulture Advisory Council, to

1105 consist of eight members as follows: the president of the

1106| Florida Grape Growers' Association or a designee thereof; +he
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1108| €ewnreits a representative from the Institute of Food and

1109| Agricultural Sciences; a representative from the viticultural
1110 science program at Florida Agricultural and Mechanical

1111| University; and five fews additional commercial members, to be
1112 appointed for a 2-year term each by the Commissioner of

1113| Agriculture, including a wine producer, a fresh fruit producer,
1114 a nonwine product (juice, jelly, pie fillings, etc.) producer,
1115 and a viticultural nursery operator.

1116 Section 34. Paragraph (g) is added to subsection (4) of
1117 section 934.50, Florida Statutes, to read:

1118 934.50 Searches and seizure using a drone.—

1119 (4) EXCEPTIONS.—This section does not prohibit the use of
1120 a drone:

1121 (g) By a non-law enforcement employee of the Department of

1122| Agriculture and Consumer Services for activities for the

1123| purposes of managing and eradicating plant or animal diseases.

1124 Section 35. Paragraph (i) of subsection (3) of section

1125 259.105, Florida Statutes, 1s amended to read:
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1126 259.105 The Florida Forever Act.—
1127 (3) Less the costs of issuing and the costs of funding

1128 reserve accounts and other costs associated with bonds, the

1129 proceeds of cash payments or bonds issued pursuant to this

1130 section shall be deposited into the Florida Forever Trust Fund
1131 created by s. 259.1051. The proceeds shall be distributed by the
1132 Department of Environmental Protection in the following manner:
1133 (1) Three and five-tenths percent to the Department of
1134| Agriculture and Consumer Services for the acquisition of

1135 agricultural lands, through perpetual conservation easements and
1136 other perpetual less than fee techniques, which will achieve the
1137 objectives of Florida Forever and s. 570.71. Rules concerning
1138 the application, acquisition, and priority ranking process for

1139 such easements shall be developed pursuant to s. 570.71(11) s+

1140 576+ H+0 and as provided by this paragraph. The board shall
1141 ensure that such rules are consistent with the acquisition

1142 process provided for in s. 570.715. The rules developed pursuant
1143 to s. 570.71(11) s=—54%
1144 following:

PO

— 43+, shall also provide for the

1145 1. An annual priority list shall be developed pursuant to
11406 s. 570.71(11) s+—5++—+1++1+8), submitted to the council for

1147 review, and approved by the board pursuant to s. 259.04.

1148 2. Terms of easements and acquisitions proposed pursuant
1149 to this paragraph shall be approved by the board and may not be
1150 delegated by the board to any other entity receiving funds under
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1151 this section.

1152 3. All acquisitions pursuant to this paragraph shall
1153 contain a clear statement that they are subject to legislative
1154 appropriation.

1155
1156 Funds provided under this paragraph may not be expended until
1157 final adoption of rules by the board pursuant to s. 570.71.

1158 Section 36. For the purpose of incorporating the amendment
1159 made by this act to section 500.03, Florida Statutes, in a

1160 reference thereto, paragraph (a) of subsection (4) of section
1101l 373.016, Florida Statutes, is reenacted to read:

1162 373.016 Declaration of policy.—

1163 (4) (a) Because water constitutes a public resource

1164 benefiting the entire state, it is the policy of the Legislature
1165 that the waters in the state be managed on a state and regional
1166| basis. Consistent with this directive, the Legislature

1167 recognizes the need to allocate water throughout the state so as
1168 to meet all reasonable-beneficial uses. However, the Legislature
1169 acknowledges that such allocations have in the past adversely
1170 affected the water resources of certain areas in this state. To
1171 protect such water resources and to meet the current and future
1172 needs of those areas with abundant water, the Legislature

1173 directs the department and the water management districts to
1174 encourage the use of water from sources nearest the area of use

1175 or application whenever practicable. Such sources shall include
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1176 all naturally occurring water sources and all alternative water
1177 sources, including, but not limited to, desalination,

1178 conservation, reuse of nonpotable reclaimed water and

1179 stormwater, and aquifer storage and recovery. Reuse of potable
1180 reclaimed water and stormwater shall not be subject to the

1181 evaluation described in s. 373.223(3) (a) -(g). However, this
1182 directive to encourage the use of water, whenever practicable,
1183 from sources nearest the area of use or application shall not
1184 apply to the transport and direct and indirect use of water
1185 within the area encompassed by the Central and Southern Florida
1186 Flood Control Project, nor shall it apply anywhere in the state
1187 to the transport and use of water supplied exclusively for

1188| bottled water as defined in s. 500.03(1) (d), nor shall it apply
1189 to the transport and use of reclaimed water for electrical power
1190| production by an electric utility as defined in s. 366.02(4).
1191 Section 37. For the purpose of incorporating the amendment
1192 made by this act to section 500.03, Florida Statutes, in a

1193 reference thereto, subsection (3) of section 373.223, Florida
1194 Statutes, is reenacted to read:

1195 373.223 Conditions for a permit.—

1196 (3) Except for the transport and use of water supplied by
1197 the Central and Southern Florida Flood Control Project, and
1198 anywhere in the state when the transport and use of water is
1199 supplied exclusively for bottled water as defined in s.

1200 500.03(1) (d), any water use permit applications pending as of
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1201 April 1, 1998, with the Northwest Florida Water Management

1202 District and self-suppliers of water for which the proposed

1203 water source and area of use or application are located on

1204 contiguous private properties, when evaluating whether a

1205 potential transport and use of ground or surface water across
1206 county boundaries is consistent with the public interest,

1207 pursuant to paragraph (1) (c), the governing board or department
1208 shall consider:

1209 (a) The proximity of the proposed water source to the area
1210 of use or application.

1211 (b) All impoundments, streams, groundwater sources, oOr
1212 watercourses that are geographically closer to the area of use
1213| or application than the proposed source, and that are

1214 technically and economically feasible for the proposed transport
1215 and use.

1216 (c) All economically and technically feasible alternatives
1217 to the proposed source, including, but not limited to,

1218 desalination, conservation, reuse of nonpotable reclaimed water
1219 and stormwater, and agquifer storage and recovery.

1220 (d) The potential environmental impacts that may result
1221 from the transport and use of water from the proposed source,
1222 and the potential environmental impacts that may result from use
1223 of the other water sources identified in paragraphs (b) and (c).
1224 (e) Whether existing and reasonably anticipated sources of

1225 water and conservation efforts are adequate to supply water for
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1226| existing legal uses and reasonably anticipated future needs of
1227 the water supply planning region in which the proposed water
1228 source is located.

1229 (f) Consultations with local governments affected by the
1230| proposed transport and use.

1231 (g) The value of the existing capital investment in water-
1232 related infrastructure made by the applicant.

1233
1234 Where districtwide water supply assessments and regional water
1235 supply plans have been prepared pursuant to ss. 373.036 and

1236 373.709, the governing board or the department shall use the
1237 applicable plans and assessments as the basis for its

1238 consideration of the applicable factors in this subsection.

1239 Section 38. For the purpose of incorporating the amendment
1240 made by this act to section 500.03, Florida Statutes, in a

1241 reference thereto, paragraph (a) of subsection (2) of section
1242 373.701, Florida Statutes, is reenacted to read:

1243 373.701 Declaration of policy.—It is declared to be the
1244| policy of the Legislature:

1245 (2) (a) Because water constitutes a public resource

1246| benefiting the entire state, it is the policy of the Legislature
1247 that the waters in the state be managed on a state and regional
1248 basis. Consistent with this directive, the Legislature

1249 recognizes the need to allocate water throughout the state so as

1250 to meet all reasonable-beneficial uses. However, the Legislature
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1251 acknowledges that such allocations have in the past adversely
1252 affected the water resources of certain areas in this state. To
1253| protect such water resources and to meet the current and future
1254 needs of those areas with abundant water, the Legislature

1255 directs the department and the water management districts to
1256 encourage the use of water from sources nearest the area of use
1257| or application whenever practicable. Such sources shall include
1258 all naturally occurring water sources and all alternative water
1259 sources, including, but not limited to, desalination,

1260 conservation, reuse of nonpotable reclaimed water and

1261 stormwater, and aquifer storage and recovery. Reuse of potable
1262 reclaimed water and stormwater shall not be subject to the

1263| evaluation described in s. 373.223(3) (a)-(g). However, this
1264 directive to encourage the use of water, whenever practicable,
1265 from sources nearest the area of use or application shall not
1266 apply to the transport and direct and indirect use of water
1267 within the area encompassed by the Central and Southern Florida
1268 Flood Control Project, nor shall it apply anywhere in the state
1269 to the transport and use of water supplied exclusively for

1270 bottled water as defined in s. 500.03(1) (d), nor shall it apply
1271 to the transport and use of reclaimed water for electrical power
1272| production by an electric utility as defined in s. 366.02(4).
1273 Section 39. This act shall take effect July 1, 2023.
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