FL ORI DA H O U S E O F R E P RESENTATI V E S

HB 1565 2023

1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to the Town of Fort White, Columbia

3 County; amending ch. 57-1334, Laws of Florida;

4 deleting boundaries; revising general powers to borrow

5 money; revising the election and terms of members of

6 the Town Council; providing council districts;

7 providing for the presiding officer of the council;

8 providing for the salaries of the Mayor and members of

9 the Town Council, powers of the town, and vacancies in
10 Town Council; removing provisions relating to special
11 meetings, ordinances and resolutions, and publication
12 of ordinances and resolutions; removing provisions
13 relating to the municipal court; providing that the
14 Columbia County court system will handle all matters
15 requiring court hearings or appearances; revising
16 provisions relating to the police department and the
17 fire department; providing and revising requirements
18 for the Town Clerk; removing provisions relating to
19 the town auditor, town tax assessor, town treasurer,
20 tax administration, and canvass of election returns;
21 revising requirements for the election of candidates
22 to the office of Town Council; removing a provision
23 requiring elections to be conducted in a specified
24 manner; revising the terms of office of
25 councilmembers; providing an effective date.
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Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

subsection (25) of section 7,
(8), (9), (13) of
and 22 through 82 of

Section 1. Section 5,

sections 8, 10, subsections and
section 12, sections 13, 15, 16, 20,

chapter 57-1334,

and 11,

Laws of Florida, are amended to read:

Section 5. BOUNDARIES. The corporate limits of the Town of

Fort White, a municipal corporation in Columbia County, Florida,

shall extend to and include all certain territories

comprehending and comprising within Section 8 (5) (a) +hke
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Section 7. GENERAL POWERS. The town shall have the powers,
functions and immunities granted to municipal corporations by

the constitution and general laws of this state, as now or
hereinafter existing, together with the implied powers necessary
to carry into execution all the powers granted. The enumeration
of particular powers by this charter shall not be deemed to be
exclusive, and in addition to the powers enumerated herein or

implied hereby, or appropriate to the exercise of such powers,
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51 it is intended that the town shall have and exercise all powers
52 which it would be competent for this charter specifically to
53 enumerate. The following are among the powers of the said town,

54 subject to the limitations hereinafter expressed:
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57| power shall be in addition to the other powers to borrow money
58 set forth in this charter, or granted by the general laws of
59 this state;

60 Section 8. NUMBER, ELECTION SEEECFION, TERM, DISTRICTS.

61l (1) The Town Council shall consist of five 45> electors

62 who shall be designated as follows:

63

64 Mayor

65 Councilmember Ceurmeilmarn Seat One

66 Councilmember Eeuwrneitman Seat Two

67 Councilmember Eeurneilmarn Seat Three

68 Councilmember Eeuwneitman Seat Four

69

70 (2) The Mayor amd—+th ther four—ecouneiimen shall be

71| elected at large, and shall hold office for 4 £hree—{3) years.

72 The members of the Town Council shall be elected by a vote of

73 the gualified voters from respective districts in which

74 councilmembers run for office. Councilmembers shall be elected

75 for a term of 4 years. The election of the Mayor and
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76 councilmembers shall be in the manner provided for in this

77 charter and under general law cept—as—otherwise provided—Ffor
78 ia—this—eharter—and—shattb teected—in—the manner provided—for
79 +a—this—eharter

80 (3) The term of office of all members of the Town Council
81 shall commence at the beginning of the next regular or special
82| meeting after the election results are final in accordance with
83 this charter &+868—6‘leteock—P—M—on—the Ffourth TuesdayofAugust
84 f——he vear 4n wkich suck conrerdmen o tected.

85 (4) (a) The districts from which members of the Town

86| Council of the Town of Fort White shall be elected are defined
87 as follows:

88

89 District 1. Start on the town's northern boundary at

90 SW State Road 47 and go south on State Road 47 to US

91 Highway 27 to SW County Road 18, thence east on County

92 Road 18 to the Town's boundary, including all property

93 in said northeast quadrant of the Town of Fort White.

94

95 District 2. Start on the town's eastern boundary at SW

96 County Road 18, thence west to SW US Highway 27,

97 thence go south on SW US Highway 27 to the town's

98 southern boundary, including all of the property in

99 said southeast quadrant of the Town of Fort White.
100
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District 3. Start on the town's western boundary as SW

Wilson Springs Road and thence go east on Wilson

Springs Road to SW Skye Avenue thence go north on SW

Skye Avenue to SW Jordan Street, thence go east on SW

Jordan Street to SW Highway 237 thence go east and

southeast on SW US Highway 27 to the town's southern

boundary, including all of the property in said

southwest quadrant of the Town of Fort White.

District 4. Start on the Town's northern boundary at

State Road 47 and thence go south on State Road 47 to

US Highway 27, thence go west on US Highway 27 to SW

Jordan Street, thence go west on SW Jordan Street to

SW Skye Avenue, thence to south on SW Skye Avenue to

SW Wilson Springs Road, thence go west on SW Wilson

Springs Road to the Town's western boundary, including

all of the property in said northwest quadrant of the

Town of Fort White.

(b) The districts provided in subparagraph (a) are

intended to be a division of the Town of Fort White into four

districts which are to have equal numbers of citizens and equal

numbers of voters. It is the further intent of this charter that

the boundaries of said districts shall be changed when necessary

to provide an approximate numerical equalization of citizens and
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voters in each of said districts. It is contemplated that the

said changes will be made only when differences are substantial

and it is not contemplated that said districts will always have,

or will ever have, the same number of citizens and voters

without any variation. Said changes shall be made in the same

manner as other amendments to this charter.

Section 10. SALARY. The Town Council shall set the salaries

of the Mayor and councilmembers by ordinance enacted pursuant to

general law The Mayormoay recerve o Salaory—tobefixed by —Eth
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Section 11. PRESIDING OFFICER, MAYOR, TOWN COUNCIL.
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(1) The Mayor shall preside—at—at

Coupeit—and——shalt be recognized as head of the town government

for all ceremonial purposes,

shall,

and by the governor for ef purposes
of military law, when directed to do so by the Town
Council, execute all instruments to which the town is a party,
and shall have all other administrative duties provided for in
this charter or provided for by ordinance of the Town Council.

(2) The Town Council, immediately after the induction of

members elect to the Town Council, shall elect one of their

mempbers as the presiding officer and chairperson of the Town

Council and one member as vice chairperson. At all meetings of

the Town Council the chairperson or, in his or her absence, the

vice chairperson, shall preside.
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Section 12. POWERS. Except as otherwise provided in this

charter, all powers of the town, and the determination of all

matters of policy shall be vested in the Town Council. Without
limitation of the foregoing, the Town Council shall have power
to:

(8) Remit, upon the recommendation of a county judge £he

munteipat—Fudge, fines or other penalties imposed by the

municipal court;

(9) Pass ordinances and laws for the preservation of the

public peace and order, and impose penalties for the violation

thereof+—provided—that—the maximuompepatty—to—beimposed—shatt
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for o periodof time not tonger than sitEvy—devys;

(13) Appoint, remove and fix the compensation of the Town
Attorney, munteipat Sudger—towa proscepter,—town aveitery town

Clerk g sy S o~ oon
7 cCOWI—CcaoX—aoo ot oooT7

and all other town employees;

Section 13. VACANCIES IN TOWN COUNCIL. In the event of a

Ary vacancy in the office of the Mayor or a member of the Town

Council, the remaining members of the Town Council shall appoint

a qualified citizen to fill the balance of the term of the

vacancy of either the Mayor or the Town Council seat. Such

appointment shall be made within 60 days of the vacancy unless

such time period is extended by the Town Council. In the event

that there is not a quorum to appoint a replacement for a

vacancy, within a reasonable time, the seat of Mayor or member
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shall be filled by appointment of

the Governor. Any such

1l continue until the end of the unexpired term

of such seat and

until a successor is elected and sworn into

office.
Section 15.

OF TOWN COUNCIL.

INDUCTION OF TOWN COUNCIL INTO OFFICE; MEETING

The first meeting of each newly elected Town

vV E S

Council, for induction into office,

O'clock P. M., on the fourth Monday in the month

shall be held at 6:00 &66

its election,

at such times as

after which the Town Council shall meet regularly

day following

it A+
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Council shall be open to the public.

Section 16. SPECIAL MEETINGS: HOW CALLED.

two members of the Town Council may call special

Town Council, upon reasonable at—+

All meetings of the Town

The Mayor,

oCrT— 1T

or any

meetings of the

notice to each member——served—personatty—or—+

o £ o A~ r o £ e A
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il
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nla
P

Town Council and of the committee thereof shall be public,

any citizens shall have access to the minutes and records

thereof at all reasonable times.

Section 20. ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS.

ordinance or resolution shall be introduced in written or
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printed form and shall not contain more than one subject, but
general appropriation ordinance may contain the various subjects
and accounts for which moneys are to be appropriated. The
enacting clause of all ordinances shall be "Be It Enacted by The
People of the Town of Fort White, Florida." No ordinance, unless
it shall be an emergency measure, shall be passed until it shall

have been read at two meetings+—ret—Fess—thanone—week apart—or
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Section 22. AUTHENTICATING: PUBLICATION. Every ordinance or
resolution shall, upon its final passage be recorded in a book
kept for the purpose and shall be authenticated by the

signatures of the presiding officer and the clerk of the Town

H
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Section 23. APPOINTMENT,; LEGAL ADVISOR TO TOWN; PREPARATION
AND APPROVAL OF LEGAL INSTRUMENTS; DEFEND AND PROSECUTE IN
BEHALF OF TOWN. The Town Council shall appoint a Town Attorney
who shall act as the legal advisor to, and attorney and
counselor for the municipality and all of its officers in

matters relating to their official duties. The Town Attorney He
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226 shall prepare all contracts, bonds and other instruments in
227 writing, in which the municipality is concerned, and shall
228 endorse on each his or her approval of the form and correctness

229 thereof. When required to do so, the Town Attorney ke shall

230 prosecute and defend for and in behalf of the town, all
231 complaints, suits, and controversies in which the town is a

232| party. The Town Attorney He shall furnish the Town Council, the

233 head of any department or any officer, not included in any
234 department, his or her opinion on any question of law relating
235 to their respective powers and duties. For these services, the

236 Town Attorney ke shall receive such compensation as the Town

237 Council may determine by record vote.
238 Section 24. TO PERFORM DUTIES REQUIRED BY TOWN COUNCIL,
239 STATE LAW AND CHARTER. In addition to the duties, specifically

240 imposed under the preceding section, the Town Attorney ke shall

241 perform such other professional duties as may be required of him
242 or her by ordinance or resolution of the Town Council or as

243 prescribed, for Town Attorney under the general laws of the

244 State which are not inconsistent with the charter and with any
245 ordinance or resolution which may be passed by the Town Council.

246| The Town Attorney He shall receive such compensation as the Town

247 Council may determine by record vote.
248 Section 25. QUALIFICATIONS. The Town Attorney shall be a
249 lawyer with dawyer—of at least five years of years! experience,

250 admitted in and having authority to practice in all courts of
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351 have exclusive management and control of such officers and

352 employees as may be employed in the administration of the

353 affairs of the fire chief's his force. In——eas f riot,

354 corfltagratieon—oft—3=1 mergency—eheMaver mayappoint

355 saditieratfremen for termporary Servie Tae——tdwcochiet chall
356 have—the—right—to——suspendanyofficer or empltoyee—of+thefire
357 force—because o incompeteneyr—regtectof dutyr—drunkennesss
358 faiture—to—obeyorders—g+v by—proper—avthority—or—for—any

359 therc —ustor reaserable eaucseopdPe shal—imrediotely report
360 the—fact—-eof sueh suspension—to—the FownCouneit—forfinat

361| aetien-

362

363 ARTICLE VI

364 TOWMN—ALGBETFORs TOWN CLERK;—FOWN—TAXASSESSOR

365 AND—FONN—TFREASHRER

366

367 Section 28. 34= TOWN CLERK. The Town Council shall appoint
368 an officer of the town who shall have the title of Town Clerk.
369 The Town Clerk He shall+ serve at the pleasure of the Town

370 Council and shall be under its direction and control. The Town
371 Clerk He shall receive a salary to be fixed by the Town Council.
372 The Town Clerk shall have the power and be required to perform
373 each of the following:

374 (1) Provide He——shall give notice of the meetings of the
375 Town Council; shatt
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58. AUTHORITY OF TOWN TO PURCHASE, OWN AND

OPERATE CERTAIN PUBLIC UTILITIES. The Town of Fort White,

Florida, is hereby authorized by and through its officers,

agents, employees, and representatives, to purchase, build,

construct, own, control, repair, lease, operate, manage, extend,

or sell an electric light plant, a water works plant, and an ice

plant, and any and all other public utility plants, and to

prescribe and enforce rates, rules and regulations necessary
thereto.

Section 30. 59. SERVICE OF UTILITIES TO CONSUMERS OUTSIDE
OF TOWN. Fhat The Town Council shall have the power to supply
water, electricity, and gas for domestic and other purposes to
individuals or corporations outside of said town and to charge
and collect reasonable rates, prices and compensation therefor,
but the Town Council shall charge a higher rate to such
consumers than it charges for a like class of consumers within
the corporate limits of said town.

Section 31. 66—= AUTHORITY OF TOWN TO SELL PUBLIC UTILITY
PLANTS;

PROCEDURE. The Town Council may sell the public utility

plants owned by the Town of Fort White, or any one or all of
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676| them, after the Town Council shall have first passed an

677 ordinance in which is stated the terms of purchase, and after
678 such ordinance has been submitted to the qualified electors of
679 said town, who are freeholders, for a period of at least sixty
680 days prior to said election, and such action as is provided, in
681 and by such ordinance is ratified by a majority of those voting
682| at such election. In all other respects not herein specially
683 provided for, such election shall be called and held as is

684| provided by law for calling and holding bond elections of said
685 town.

686 Section 32. &3= CONTRACT WITH PERSONS OUTSIDE TOWN TO

687 FURNISH TOWN WITH ELECTRICITY. The Town Council together with
688 the Mayor are hereby authorized and empowered to contract with
689| persons, firms or corporations beyond the limits of said town to
690 furnish electric current to said town, and to construct such
691 lines, wires, poles, towers and conduits as may be necessary to
692 obtain such current.

693 Section 33. 2= GRANTING OF FRANCHISES. The town shall have
694 power to grant a franchise to any private corporation for the
695 use of streets and other public places in the furnishing of any
696| public utility service to the town and to its inhabitants. All
697 franchises and any renewals, extensions and amendments thereto,
698 shall be granted only by ordinance.

699 Section 34. 63. FRANCHISES NOT AFFECTED. The provisions of

700 this charter shall not apply to any franchise granted any public
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Section 38. #2= PUBLICITY OF RECORDS. All
accounts of every office, department or agency
be open to inspection by any citizen, any repre
citizens' organization or any representative of
reasonable times and under reasonable regulatio
the Town Council.

Section 39. #3= OFFICIAL BONDS. The Town
determine whether or not each officer, clerk, o
give bond, and the amount thereof, but all offi
employees handling any funds or property of the
required to give bond to the town, which bonds
from a regularly accredited surety company auth
business under the laws of Florida,

to be paid by the town. All such bonds shall be
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826| office of the Town Clerk treasurer andecolleector.

827 Section 40. #4= OATH OF OFFICE. Every officer of the town
828 shall, before entering upon the duties of his or her office,
829 take and subscribe to the following ocath or affirmation, to be

830 filed and kept in the office of the town clerk:

831 "T do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will support

832 the Constitution and will obey the laws of the United
833 States and of the State of Florida, that I will, in

834 all respects, observe the provisions of the charter

835 and ordinances of the Town of Fort White, and will

836 faithfully discharge the duties of the office of

837 e e e "

838 Section 41. #5= EFFECT OF THIS CHARTER ON EXISTING LAW.

839 All laws and parts of laws relating to or affecting the town in
840 force when this charter shall take effect are hereby repealed
841 and superseded to the extent that the same are inconsistent with
842 the provisions of this charter.

843 Section 42. 46~ WHEN GENERAL LAWS OF STATE APPLICABLE. All
844 general laws of the state, applicable to municipal corporations
845 now or which may hereafter be enacted, and which are not in

846 conflict with the provisions of this charter or with the

847 ordinances and resolutions hereafter enacted by the Town Council
848 shall be applicable to this town; provided, however, that

849| nothing contained in this charter shall be construed as limiting

850 the power of the Town Council to enact any ordinance or
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851 resolution not in conflict with the Constitution of the state or
852 with the express provisions of this charter.

853 Section 43. = GENERAL LAW OF STATE GOVERNING CITY

854 COUNCILS TO APPLY TO TOWN COUNCILS. That any right or authority

855 given or permitted by the Constitution and laws of the State of

856| Florida to City Councils not inconsistent with the provisions of
857 this Act shall be given, permitted and extended to the Town

858 Councilmembers €ewrneitmernr of the Town of Fort White.

859 Section 44. 48~ DEDICATION OF STREETS. No street or alley
860 hereinafter dedicated to public use by the owner of any land
861| within the town shall be deemed a public street or alley, under
862 the care or control of the town, unless the dedication be

863 accepted and confirmed by ordinance passed for such purpose.
864 Section 45. #9= FISCAL YEAR. The fiscal year of the town
865 shall be from October Jemuvary lst to September 30th Beecember
866 3+st of each year.

867 Section 46. 86+ EXECUTION OF CONTRACTS AND VALIDATION OF

868 TOWN WARRANTS FOR EXPENDITURE OF FUNDS. In addition to all other
869 requirements of this charter regarding contracts, no contract
870 entered into by the town shall be valid until executed on behalf

871 of the town by the Mayor or a Councilmember and Town Clerk. In

872 addition to all other requirements under this charter regarding
873 the disbursement or payment of town funds, no warrant for the
874| payment of town funds shall be valid unless signed by the Mayor
875 and the Town Clerk Freaswvrer. In addition to the requirements of

Page 35 of 36

CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions.
hb1565-00



FL ORI DA H O U S E O F R E P RESENTATI V E S

HB 1565 2023

876 this section regarding the disbursement of funds, the Town

877 Council may, by ordinance, prescribe additional requirements.
878 Section 47. &3= SHORT TITLE. This charter, adopted by the
879| people of the Town of Fort White, shall be known and may be

880 cited as the "Fort White Charter."

881 Section 48. 82= SEPARABILITY CLAUSE. If any section or part
882| of section of this charter shall be held invalid by a court of
883 competent Jjurisdiction, such holding shall not affect the

884 remainder of this charter nor the context in which such section
885 or part of section so hold invalid may appear, except to the
886| extent that an entire section or part of section may be

887 inseparably connected in meaning and effect with the section or
888| part of section to which such holding shall directly apply.

889 Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becoming a law.
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