Florida Senate - 2023 CS for SB 202

By the Appropriations Committee on Education; and Senators
Simon, Perry, and Collins

602-02378-23 2023202c1
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A bill to be entitled
An act relating to K-12 education; amending s.
212.099, F.S.; conforming a cross-reference; amending
s. 1002.394, F.S.; defining terms; revising student
eligibility and ineligibility requirements for the
Family Empowerment Scholarship Program; revising the
authorized uses of scholarship funds; authorizing a
student participating in the program to be enrolled in
a home education program; providing that certain
scholarships remain in force until certain criteria
are met; requiring the closing of a scholarship
account and the reversion of funds to the state under
certain circumstances; authorizing reimbursements for
certain expenditures until certain criteria are met;
requiring the Department of Education to notify school
districts of specified information; requiring
scholarship funds to be deposited by fund transfers,
rather than through the endorsements of warrants;
providing requirements for parents of students
enrolled in a home education program under the
program; revising obligations of eligible nonprofit
scholarship-funding organizations; revising and
establishing certain limitations on the number of
scholarships funded by the program; revising
provisions for the calculation of an award amount for
certain students; prohibiting the transfer of funds to
an eligible student’s account under certain
conditions; providing obligations of choice navigators

beginning on a specified date; conforming provisions
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and cross-references to changes made by the act;
amending s. 1002.395, F.S.; defining the term “choice
navigator”; revising student eligibility and
ineligibility requirements for the Florida Tax Credit
Scholarship Program; revising obligations of eligible
nonprofit scholarship-funding organizations; revising
and establishing certain limitations on the number of
scholarships funded by the program; revising the
approved uses of scholarship funds; deleting obsolete
language; revising the amount of funds that must be
expended through scholarships; providing requirements
for parents of students participating in the program;
requiring scholarship funds to be deposited by funds
transfers, rather than through the endorsement of
warrants; requiring choice navigators to report
specified student scores to a certain state
university; revising the requirements of a specified
annual report; prohibiting the transfer of funds to an
eligible student’s account under certain conditions;
providing that scholarships awarded through the
program remain in force until certain criteria are
met; authorizing reimbursements for certain
expenditures until certain criteria are met; requiring
the closing of a scholarship account and the reversion
of funds to the state under certain circumstances;
providing obligations of choice navigators beginning
on a specified date; conforming provisions and cross-
references to changes made by the act; amending s.

1002.40, F.S.; conforming cross-references; amending
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s. 1002.421, F.S.; revising the Commissioner of
Education’s authority and obligations relating to the
state school choice scholarship program; creating s.
1002.44, F.S.; authorizing public schools, including
charter schools, to enroll certain students on a part-
time basis; providing that such students generate
full-time equivalent student membership; providing
funding for such students; providing that such
students are not considered to be in regular
attendance at such schools; amending s. 1003.4282,
F.S.; deleting the online course requirement for a
standard high school diploma; requiring the State
Board of Education to provide recommendations by a
specified date to the Governor and the Legislature for
repeals and revisions of the Florida Early Learning-20
Education Code to be considered in the 2024
legislative session; amending s. 1006.21, F.S.;
deleting a requirement for the superintendent to share
transportation recommendations with the State Board of
Education; deleting a requirement for transportation
provisions to comply with board rules; authorizing
vehicles other than buses to transport students;
deleting a requirement to transport students whose
homes are more than a reasonable walking distance, as
defined by board rules; amending s. 1006.22, F.S.;
conforming a provision to changes made by the act;
deleting a requirement for district school boards to
use school buses for all regular transportation;

deleting provisions relating to circumstances in which
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88 students may be transported in privately owned motor

89 vehicles; amending s. 1006.25, F.S.; deleting

90 requirements for school buses and certain leased

91 vehicles to comply with board rules; amending s.

92 1006.261, F.S.; deleting types of agreements a

93 district school board may enter into with certain

94 governing bodies relating to transportation; amending

95 s. 1006.27, F.S.; conforming provisions to changes

96 made by the act; amending s. 1011.62, F.S.; providing

97 requirements for how additional funding appropriated

98 for the Teacher Salary Increase Allocation may be

99 used; amending s. 1012.22, F.S.; authorizing district
100 school boards to use advanced degrees in setting

101 salary schedules for instructional personnel or school
102 administrators; deleting a requirement for the annual
103 increase of personnel salaries; amending s. 1012.56,
104 F.S.; revising the acceptable means of demonstrating
105 mastery of general knowledge; revising the acceptable
106 means of demonstrating mastery of subject area
107 knowledge; revising acceptable means of demonstrating
108 mastery of professional preparation and education
109 competence; revising requirements for the department
110 to issue temporary certificates; revising how long a
111 temporary certificate is valid; amending s. 1013.64,
112 F.S.; providing that certain construction projects are
113 exempt from the total cost per student station
114 requirements; amending ss. 1002.321, 1003.571¢,
115 1002.20, 1003.01, and 1003.499, F.S.; conforming
116 cross-references and provisions to changes made by the
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act; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Paragraph (c) of subsection (1) of section
212.099, Florida Statutes, 1s amended to read:

212.099 Credit for contributions to eligible nonprofit
scholarship-funding organizations.—

(1) As used in this section, the term:

(c) “Eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organization”
or “organization” has the same meaning as provided in s.

1002.395(2) s+—308023852)+5).

Section 2. Present paragraphs (b), (c), (d) and (e) through
(m) of subsection (2) of section 1002.394, Florida Statutes, are
redesignated as paragraphs (c), (d), (e), and (g) through (o),
respectively, present subsection (17) is redesignated as
subsection (18), new paragraphs (b) and (f) are added to
subsection (2), paragraph (c) is added to subsection (8), and a
new subsection (17) is added to that section, and present
paragraphs (e) and (g) of subsection (2), paragraph (a) of
subsection (3), paragraph (a) of subsection (4), paragraph (a)
of subsection (5), paragraphs (d), (e), and (f) of subsection
(6), paragraphs (a) and (b) of subsection (10), subsection (11),
and paragraphs (a) and (b) of subsection (12) are amended, to
read:

1002.394 The Family Empowerment Scholarship Program.-—

(2) DEFINITIONS.—As used in this section, the term:

(b) “Choice navigator” means an individual who assists

parents with the selection of, application for, and enrollment

Page 5 of 75

CODING: Words striekern are deletions; words underlined are additions.




146
147
148
149
150
151
152
153
154
155
156
157
158
159
160
161
162
163
164
165
166
167
168
169
170
171
172
173
174

CODING: Words strieken are deletions;

Florida Senate - 2023 CS for SB 202

602-02378-23 2023202c1

in educational options that address the academic needs of their

student.

(f) “Eligible contribution” means a monetary contribution

from a taxpayer, subject to the restrictions provided in s.

1002.395,

to an eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding
212.099, 212.1832, 1002.395,

The taxpayer making the contribution may not designate

organization pursuant to ss. and
1002.40.

a specific child as the beneficiary of the contribution.

(g)+e> “Eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding
organization” or “organization” has the same meaning as provided
1002.395(2) s5+—3662=
(i)+e> “Eligible private school” has the same meaning as
1002.395(2) s+—368023852 )+
(k)+4+> “Inactive” means that no eligible expenditures have
(12) (b) .

in s. 30525}

provided in s.

been made from an account funded pursuant to paragraph
(3) SCHOLARSHIP ELIGIBILITY.—
(a)l.

the state a scholarship for the purposes specified in

A parent of a student may request and receive from

paragraph (4) (a) if the student is a resident of this state and

is eligible to enroll in kindergarten through grade 12 in a

public school in this state+
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2. Priority must be given to a student whose household
income level does not exceed 185 percent of the federal poverty
level or who is in foster care or out-of-home care.

(4) AUTHORIZED USES OF PROGRAM FUNDS.—

(a) Program funds awarded to a student determined eligible
pursuant to paragraph (3) (a) may be used for:

1. Tuition and fees at an eligible private school.i—ex

2. Transportation to a Florida public school in which a

CODING: Words strieken are deletions;

student is enrolled and that is different from the school to
which the student was assigned or to a lab school as defined in
s. 1002.32.

3. Instructional materials, including digital materials and

Internet resources.

(2) .

5. Tuition and fees associated with full-time or part-time

4. Curriculum as defined in subsection

enrollment in a home education program, an eligible private

school, an eligible postsecondary educational institution or a

program offered by the postsecondary educational institution, a
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204| private tutoring program authorized under s. 1002.43, a virtual

205| program offered by a department-approved private online provider

206| that meets the provider qualifications specified in s.

207 1002.45(2) (a), the Florida Virtual School as a private paying

208 student, or an approved online course offered pursuant to s.
209 1003.499 or s. 1004.0961.

210 6. Fees for nationally standardized, norm-referenced

211 achievement tests, Advanced Placement Examinations, industry

212 certification examinations, assessments related to postsecondary

213 education, or other assessments.

214 7. Contracted services provided by a public school or

215 school district, including classes. A student who receives

216 contracted services under this subparagraph is not considered

217 enrolled in a public school for eligibility purposes as

218 specified in subsection (6).

219 8. Tuition and fees for part-time tutoring services

2201 provided by a person who holds a valid Florida educator’s

221 certificate pursuant to s. 1012.56, a person who holds an

2272 adjunct teaching certificate pursuant to s. 1012.57, a person

223| who has a bachelor’s degree or a graduate degree in the subject

224 area in which instruction is given, a person who has

225 demonstrated a mastery of subject area knowledge pursuant to s.

226 1012.56(5), or a person certified by a nationally or

227 internationally recognized research-based training program as

228 approved by the department. As used in this paragraph, the term

229 “part-time tutoring services” does not qualify as regular school

230 attendance as defined in s. 1003.01(13) (e) +f—+the student—is

231 determined—eligible pursuvant—+teo subparagraph 3 {tar-t—or
232 subparagraph—3 2.
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233 (5) TERM OF SCHOLARSHIP.—For purposes of continuity of
234 educational choice:
235 (a)1l. A scholarship awarded to an eligible student pursuant
236| to paragraph (3) (a) shall remain in force until:

237 a. The organization determines that the student is not

238 eligible for program renewal;

239 b. The Commissioner of Education suspends or revokes

240| program participation or use of funds;

241 c. The student’s parent has forfeited participation in the

242| program for failure to comply with subsection (10);

243 d. The student enrolls in a public school. However, if a

244 student enters a Department of Juvenile Justice detention center

245 for a period of no more than 21 days, the student is not

246 considered to have returned to a public school on a full-time

247 basis for that purpose; or

248 e. The student graduates from high school or attains 21

249| vyears of age, whichever occurs first.

250 2.a. The student’s scholarship account must be closed and

251 any remaining funds shall revert to the state after:

252 (I) Denial or revocation of program eligibility by the

253 commissioner for fraud or abuse, including, but not limited to,

254 the student or student’s parent accepting any payment, refund,

255 or rebate, in any manner, from a provider of any services

256 received pursuant to paragraph (4) (a); or

257 (IT) Two consecutive fiscal years in which an account has

258 been inactive.

259 b. Reimbursements for program expenditures may continue

260| wuntil the account balance is expended or remaining funds have

261 reverted to the state student—retuvras—to—apublie school+
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(6) SCHOLARSHIP PROHIBITIONS.—A student is not eligible for
a Family Empowerment Scholarship while he or she is:
(d) Not having regular and direct contact with his or her

private school teachers pursuant to s. 1002.421(1) (i)+ unless he

or she is edigibte pursuant—teo paragraph {3 )r——and enrolled in
the private school’s transition-to-work program pursuant to
subsection (16) or a home education program pursuant to s.
1002.41;

(e) Participating in a private tutoring program pursuant to

s. 1002.43 unless he or she is enrolled in a home education

program pursuant to s. 1002.41 or determined eligible pursuant

to paragraph (3) (b); or
(f) Participating in virtual instruction pursuant to s.

1002.455 that receives state funding pursuant to the student’s

participation.

(8) DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION OBLIGATIONS.—

(c) The department shall notify each school district of the

official information relating to the number of full-time

equivalent students in the Family Empowerment Scholarship

Program which is developed pursuant to s. 216.136(4) (a).
(10) PARENT AND STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES FOR PROGRAM
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PARTICIPATION.—

(a)1l. A parent who applies for program participation under

paragraph (3) (a) whose student will be enrolled full time s

o e o r r ENE + 1 NS A+ Nl A~ hia r r o
J.\j TT 15 7 T - LJLA.J_ CTr T VLJL_,_LVJ.J. [y LJ_LLA.\_/ TT 15 7 T - o

1
g s

a
<

in a private school armd must:

a.+= Select the private school and apply for the admission
of his or her student.

b.2+ Request the scholarship by a date established by the
organization, in a manner that creates a written or electronic
record of the request and the date of receipt of the request.

c.3= Inform the applicable school district when the parent
withdraws his or her student from a public school to attend an
eligible private school.

d.4- Require his or her student participating in the
program to remain in attendance throughout the school year
unless excused by the school for illness or other good cause.

e.5+ Meet with the private school’s principal or the
principal’s designee to review the school’s academic programs
and policies, customized educational programs, code of student
conduct, and attendance policies before p¥rier—+te enrollment.

f.6+ Require that the student participating in the
scholarship program takes the norm-referenced assessment offered
by the private school. The parent may also choose to have the
student participate in the statewide assessments pursuant to
paragraph (7) (d). If the parent requests that the student
participating in the program take all statewide assessments
required pursuant to s. 1008.22, the parent is responsible for
transporting the student to the assessment site designated by

the school district.
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320 g.7+= Approve each payment before the scholarship funds may
321| be deposited by funds transfer Restrietivelyendorse—the
322 warrant—issued—dn—the rame—of theparent pursuant to
323 subparagraph (12) (a)5. HE2+Ha)r6-—rto—theprivate—school—Ffor
324| depostt—inte—theprivate seheoeolls—acecount- The parent may not

325 designate any entity or individual associated with the
326| participating private school as the parent’s attorney in fact to

327 approve a funds transfer. A participant who fails to comply with

328 this paragraph forfeits emnderse a scholarship warrant.

329 2. A parent who applies for program participation under

330| paragraph (3) (a) whose student will be enrolled in a home

331| education program with the school district in which the student

332 resides must:

333 a. Apply to an eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding

334 organization to participate in the program by a date set by the

335 organization. The request must be communicated directly to the

336 organization in a manner that creates a written or electronic

337 record of the request and the date of receipt of the request.

338 b. Sign an agreement with the organization and annually

339| submit a sworn compliance statement to the organization to

340 satisfy or maintain program eligibility, including eligibility

341 to receive and spend program payments, by:

342 (I) Affirming that the parent has established and maintains

343 a home education program in accordance with s. 1002.41.

344 (IT) Affirming that the program funds are used only for

345 authorized purposes serving the student’s educational needs, as

346 described in paragraph (4) (a), and that the parent will not

347 receive a payment, refund, or rebate of any funds provided under

348 this section.
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(ITT) Affirming that the parent is responsible for all

eligible expenses in excess of the amount of the scholarship and

for the education of his or her student.

c. Require the student to take a nationally norm-referenced

test identified by the department, or a statewide assessment

under s. 1008.22, and provide educational records and assessment

results to a choice navigator before the student’s program

renewal.

d. Meet with a choice navigator at least annually before

the student’s program renewal to:

(I) Discuss the academic needs and progress of the student

based on educational records submitted by the parent and annual

assessment results.

(IT) Select educational options based on the academic needs

of the student.

e. Affirm that the student remains in good standing with

the provider or school if those options are selected by the

parent.

f. Renew participation in the program each year. A student

whose participation in the program is not renewed may continue

to spend scholarship funds that are in his or her account from

prior years unless the account must be closed pursuant to

subparagraph (5) (a)?2.

g. Procure the services necessary to educate the student.

When the student receives a scholarship, the district school

board is not obligated to provide the student with a free

appropriate public education.

(b) A parent who applies for program participation under

paragraph (3) (b) is exercising his or her parental option to
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determine the appropriate placement or the services that best
meet the needs of his or her child and must:

1. Apply to an eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding
organization to participate in the program by a date set by the
organization. The request must be communicated directly to the
organization in a manner that creates a written or electronic
record of the request and the date of receipt of the request.

2. Sign an agreement with the organization and annually
submit a sworn compliance statement to the organization to
satisfy or maintain program eligibility, including eligibility
to receive and spend program payments by:

a. Affirming that the student is enrolled in a program that
meets regular school attendance requirements as provided in s.
1003.01(13) (b), (c), or (d).

b. Affirming that the program funds are used only for
authorized purposes serving the student’s educational needs, as
described in paragraph (4) (b); that any prepaid college plan or
college savings plan funds contributed pursuant to subparagraph
(4) (b)6. will not be transferred to another beneficiary while
the plan contains funds contributed pursuant to this section;
and that they will not receive a payment, refund, or rebate of
any funds provided under this section.

c. Affirming that the parent is responsible for all
eligible expenses in excess of the amount of the scholarship and
for the education of his or her student by, as applicable:

(I) Requiring the student to take an assessment in
accordance with paragraph (9) (c);

(IT) Providing an annual evaluation in accordance with s.

1002.41(1) (£); or
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(ITI) Requiring the child to take any preassessments and
postassessments selected by the provider if the child is 4 years
of age and is enrolled in a program provided by an eligible
Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program provider. A student
with disabilities for whom the physician or psychologist who
issued the diagnosis or the IEP team determines that a
preassessment and postassessment is not appropriate is exempt
from this requirement. A participating provider shall report a
student’s scores to the parent.

d. Affirming that the student remains in good standing with
the provider or school if those options are selected by the
parent.

e. Enrolling his or her child in a program from a Voluntary
Prekindergarten Education Program provider authorized under s.
1002.55, a school readiness provider authorized under s.
1002.88, or an eligible private school if either option is
selected by the parent.

f. Renewing participation in the program each year. A
student whose participation in the program is not renewed may
continue to spend scholarship funds that are in his or her
account from prior years unless the account must be closed
pursuant to subparagraph (5) (b)3. Notwithstanding any changes to
the student’s IEP, a student who was previously eligible for
participation in the program shall remain eligible to apply for
renewal. However, for a high-risk child to continue to
participate in the program in the school year after he or she
reaches 6 years of age, the child’s application for renewal of
program participation must contain documentation that the child

has a disability defined in paragraph (2) (e) +42)++4e)> other than
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g. Procuring the services necessary to educate the student.
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3. Shall award scholarships in priority order pursuant to
paragraph (3) (a).

4. Shall establish and maintain separate empowerment

accounts for each eligible student. For each account, the

organization must maintain a record of accrued interest that is

retained in the student’s account and available only for

authorized program expenditures.

5. May permit eligible students to use program funds for

the purposes listed in paragraph (4) (a) by paying for the

authorized use directly, then submitting a reimbursement request

to the eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organization.

However, an eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organization

may elect not to provide reimbursements and only allow direct

purchases using program funds.

6. May, from eligible contributions received pursuant to s.
1002.395(6) (3)1., use an amount not to exceed 2.5 percent of the
total amount of all scholarships funded under this section for
administrative expenses associated with performing functions
under this section. Such administrative expense amount is
considered within the 3 percent limit on the total amount an
organization may use to administer scholarships under this
chapter.

7.5+ Must, in a timely manner, submit any information
requested by the department relating to the scholarship under
this section.

8.6+ Must notify the department about any violation of this

section by apaorent—or o privaote—school.

9. Must document each student’s eligibility for a fiscal

year before granting a scholarship for that fiscal year. A
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student is ineligible for a scholarship if the student’s account

has been inactive for 2 consecutive fiscal years.

10. Must notify each parent that participation in the

scholarship program does not guarantee enrollment.

(b) An eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organization
awarding scholarships to eligible students pursuant to paragraph
(3) (b) shall:

1. Receive applications, determine student eligibility, and
notify parents in accordance with the requirements of this
section. When an application is approved, the organization must
provide the department with information on the student to enable
the department to determine student funding in accordance with
paragraph (12) (b) .

2. Establish a date by which a parent must confirm initial
or continuing participation in the program.

3. Review applications and award scholarships using the
following priorities:

a. For the 2021-2022 school year, a student who received a
Gardiner Scholarship in the 2020-2021 school year and meets the
eligibility requirements in paragraph (3) (b).

b. Renewing students from the previous school year.

c. Students retained on the previous school year’s wait
list.

d. An eligible student who meets the criteria for an

initial award pursuant to paragraph (3) (b).

An approved student who does not receive a scholarship must be
placed on the wait list in the order in which his or her

application is approved. A student who does not receive a
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523 scholarship within the fiscal year shall be retained on the wait
524 list for the subsequent fiscal year.
525 4. Establish and maintain separate accounts for each
526 eligible student. For each account, the organization must
527| maintain a record of accrued interest that is retained in the
528 student’s account and available only for authorized program
529| expenditures.
530 5. Verify qualifying educational expenditures pursuant to
531 the requirements of paragraph (4) (b).
532 6. Return any remaining program funds to the department
533| pursuant to paragraph (6) (b).
534 7. Notify the parent about the availability of, and the
535| requirements associated with requesting, an initial IEP or IEP
536| reevaluation every 3 years for each student participating in the
537| program.
538 8. Notify the department of any violation of this section.
539 9. Document each scholarship student’s eligibility for a
540 fiscal year before granting a scholarship for that fiscal year
541| pursuant to paragraph (3) (b). A student is ineligible for a
542 scholarship if the student’s account has been inactive for 2
543 consecutive fiscal years.
544 10. Use funds available from remaining tax credit revenue

545| under ss. 1002.395 and 1002.40 to fund eligible students who

546| meet the condition under sub-subparagraph (12) (b)1.d.
547 (12) SCHOLARSHIP FUNDING AND PAYMENT.—

548 (a)1l. Once all scholarships have been funded pursuant to s.

549 1002.395(6) (d)1., up to 10,000 scholarships for students who are

550 enrolled in a home education program may be funded for the 2023-

551 2024 school year. The number of scholarships funded for such
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(3) (a) shall be based upon the

grade level and school district in which the student was

eligible pursuant to paragraph

assigned as 100 percent of the funds per unweighted full-time
equivalent in the Florida Education Finance Program for a
student in the basic program established pursuant to s.
1011.62(1) (c) 1.,

for all categorical programs,

plus a per-full-time equivalent share of funds
except for the exceptional student

education guaranteed allocation established pursuant to s.

1011.62 (1) (e) .
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4— A scholarship of $750 or an amount equal to the school
district expenditure per student riding a school bus, as
determined by the department,

whichever is greater, may be

awarded to an eligible & student who is determined—eligible

| r ol
T O oulo
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enrolled in a Florida public school that is different from the
school to which the student was assigned or in a lab school as
defined in s. 1002.32 if the school district does not provide
the student with transportation to the school.

4.5+ The organization must provide the department with the
documentation necessary to verify the student’s participation.
Upon receiving the documentation, the department shall transfer,
from state funds only, the amount calculated pursuant to

subparagraph 2. to the organization for quarterly disbursement
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to parents of participating students each school year in which
the scholarship is in force. For a student exiting a Department
of Juvenile Justice commitment program who chooses to
participate in the scholarship program, the amount of the Family
Empowerment Scholarship calculated pursuant to subparagraph 2.
must be transferred from the school district in which the
student last attended a public school before commitment to the
Department of Juvenile Justice. When a student enters the
scholarship program, the organization must receive all
documentation required for the student’s participation,
including the private school’s and the student’s fee schedules,
at least 30 days before the first quarterly scholarship payment
is made for the student.

5.6+ The initial payment shall be made after the
organization’s verification of admission acceptance, and
subsequent payments shall be made upon verification of continued

enrollment and attendance at the private school. Payment must be

funds transfer or any other means of payment that the department

deems to be commercially viable or cost-effective. Ff—%the

e—sehool—or—+that—+the parent has approved a funds transfer
before any scholarship funds are deposited.

6. An organization may not transfer any funds to an account
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of a student determined eligible pursuant to paragraph (3) (a)

which has a balance in excess of $24,000.

(b)1. Scholarships for students determined eligible
pursuant to paragraph (3) (b) are established for up to 26,500
students annually beginning in the 2022-2023 school year.
Beginning in the 2023-2024 school year, the maximum number of
students participating in the scholarship program under this
section shall annually increase by 3.0 46 percent of the
state’s total exceptional student education full-time equivalent
student membership, not including gifted students. An eligible
student who meets any of the following requirements shall be
excluded from the maximum number of students if the student:

a. Received specialized instructional services under the
Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program pursuant to s.
1002.66 during the previous school year and the student has a
current IEP developed by the district school board in accordance
with rules of the State Board of Education;

b. Is a dependent child of a law enforcement officer or a
member of the United States Armed Forces, a foster child, or an
adopted child;

c. Spent the prior school year in attendance at a Florida
public school or the Florida School for the Deaf and the Blind.
For purposes of this subparagraph, the term “prior school year
in attendance” means that the student was enrolled and reported
by:

(I) A school district for funding during either the
preceding October or February full-time equivalent student
membership surveys in kindergarten through grade 12, which

includes time spent in a Department of Juvenile Justice
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commitment program if funded under the Florida Education Finance
Program;

(IT) The Florida School for the Deaf and the Blind during
the preceding October or February full-time equivalent student
membership surveys in kindergarten through grade 12;

(ITI) A school district for funding during the preceding
October or February full-time equivalent student membership
surveys, was at least 4 years of age when enrolled and reported,
and was eligible for services under s. 1003.21(1) (e); or

(IV) Received a John M. McKay Scholarship for Students with
Disabilities in the 2021-2022 school year.

d. Is funded from remaining tax credit revenue pursuant to

ss. 1002.395 and 1002.40 and would exceed the maximum number of

students established under this subsection.

2. For a student who has a Level I to Level III matrix of
services or a diagnosis by a physician or psychologist, the
calculated scholarship amount for a student participating in the
program must be based upon the grade level and school district
in which the student would have been enrolled as the total funds
per unweighted full-time equivalent in the Florida Education
Finance Program for a student in the basic exceptional student
education program pursuant to s. 1011.62(1) (c)l. and (e)l.c.,
plus a per full-time equivalent share of funds for all
categorical programs, as funded in the General Appropriations
Act, except that for the exceptional student education
guaranteed allocation, as provided in s. 1011.62(1) (e)l.c. and
2., the funds must be allocated based on the school district’s
average exceptional student education guaranteed allocation

funds per exceptional student education full-time equivalent
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697 student.
698 3. For a student with a Level IV or Level V matrix of
699| services, the calculated scholarship amount must be based upon
700 the school district to which the student would have been
701 assigned as the total funds per full-time equivalent for the
702 Level IV or Level V exceptional student education program
703| pursuant to s. 1011.62(1) (c)2.a. or b., plus a per-full time
704 equivalent share of funds for all categorical programs, as
705 funded in the General Appropriations Act.
706 4. For a student who received a Gardiner Scholarship
707| pursuant to s. 1002.385 in the 2020-2021 school year, the amount
708 shall be the greater of the amount calculated pursuant to
709 subparagraph 2. or the amount the student received for the 2020-
710 2021 school year.
711 5. For a student who received a John M. McKay Scholarship
712| pursuant to s. 1002.39 in the 2020-2021 school year, the amount
713 shall be the greater of the amount calculated pursuant to
714 subparagraph 2. or the amount the student received for the 2020-
715 2021 school year.
716 6. The organization must provide the department with the
717 documentation necessary to verify the student’s participation.
718 7. Upon receiving the documentation, the department shall
719 release, from state funds only, the student’s scholarship funds
720 to the organization, to be deposited into the student’s account
721 in four equal amounts no later than September 1, November 1,
722 February 1, and April 1 of each school year in which the
723 scholarship is in force.

724 8. Accrued interest in the student’s account is in addition

725 to, and not part of, the awarded funds. Program funds include
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726| both the awarded funds and accrued interest.
7277 9. The organization may develop a system for payment of
728 benefits by funds transfer, including, but not limited to, debit
729 cards, electronic payment cards, or any other means of payment
730| which the department deems to be commercially viable or cost-
731 effective. A student’s scholarship award may not be reduced for
732 debit card or electronic payment fees. Commodities or services
733 related to the development of such a system must be procured by
734 competitive solicitation unless they are purchased from a state
735 term contract pursuant to s. 287.056.

736 10. An organization may not transfer any funds to an

737 account of a student determined to be eligible pursuant to

738| paragraph (3) (b) which has a balance in excess of $50,000.

739 11. Moneys received pursuant to this section do not

740 constitute taxable income to the qualified student or the parent
741 of the gqualified student.

742 (17) OBLIGATIONS OF CHOICE NAVIGATOR.—Beginning January 1,

743 2024, a choice navigator must:

744 (a) Review educational records and assessment results to

745 determine the academic needs of a student.

746 (b) Identify educational options authorized under paragraph
747 (4) (a) to address the academic needs of a student.
748 (c) Provide guidance to enable parents to choose the best

749| educational options for their student.

750 (d) Report the scores of all participating students to a
751 state university as described in s. 1002.395(9) (f).

752 Section 3. Present paragraphs (b) through (k) of subsection
753 (2) of section 1002.395, Florida Statutes, are redesignated as

754 paragraphs (c) through (1), respectively, a new paragraph (b) is
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added to that subsection, paragraphs (r), (s), and (t) are added
to subsection (6), paragraphs (e) through (h) are added to
subsection (11), subsection (16) is added to that section, and
paragraph (b) of subsection (3), subsection (4), paragraphs (b),
(d), (3), and (o) of subsection (6), subsection (7), paragraphs
(a), (b), and (f) of subsection (9), and paragraph (b) of
subsection (11) are amended, to read:

1002.395 Florida Tax Credit Scholarship Program.-—

(2) DEFINITIONS.—As used 1in this section, the term:

(b) “Choice navigator” means an individual who assists

parents with the selection of, application for, and enrollment

in educational options that address the academic needs of their

student.

(c) “Department” means the Department of Revenue.
(3) PROGRAM; INITIAL SCHOLARSHIP ELIGIBILITY.—
(b)1. A student is eligible for a Florida tax credit

scholarship under this section if the student is a resident of

this state and is eligible to enroll in kindergarten through

grade 12 in a public school in this state meets—one—or more—of
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2. Priority must be given to a student whose household

income level does not exceed 185 percent of the federal poverty
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(4) SCHOLARSHIP PROHIBITIONS.—A student is not eligible for
a scholarship while he or she is:
but not limited

(a) Enrolled in a public school, including,

to, the College-Preparatory Boarding Academy,
1002.32,

For purposes of this paragraph, a

a developmental

research school authorized under s. or a charter school

authorized under this chapter.

3- or 4-year-old child who receives services funded through the

Florida Education Finance Program is considered a student

enrolled in a public school;

(b)4=)r Enrolled in a school operating for the purpose of

providing educational services to youth in a Department of

Juvenile Justice commitment program pregrams;

] . o] s 5 ] Lieib] 4
(c) Receiving any other a&n educational scholarship pursuant
to this chapter;
(d) Not having regular and direct contact with his or her
1002.421 (1) (1)

private school teachers pursuant to s. unless he

or she is enrolled in a home education program pursuant to s.

1002.41 Participatingin o homeeducation programasdefinedin
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(e) Participating in a private tutoring program pursuant to

s. 1002.43 unless he or she 1s enrolled in a home education

program pursuant to s. 1002.41;

(f) Participating in & virtual instruction pursuant to s.
1002.455 seheoly
program that receives s
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(g) Enrolled in the Florida School for the Deaf and the
Blind.

(6) OBLIGATIONS OF ELIGIBLE NONPROFIT SCHOLARSHIP-FUNDING
ORGANIZATIONS.—An eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding

organization:

(b) Must comply with the following background check
requirements:

1. A1l owners and operators as defined in subparagraph
(2) (3)1. 2>+ are, before employment or engagement to
provide services, subject to level 2 background screening as
provided under chapter 435. The fingerprints for the background
screening must be electronically submitted to the Department of
Law Enforcement and can be taken by an authorized law
enforcement agency or by an employee of the eligible nonprofit
scholarship-funding organization or a private company who is
trained to take fingerprints. However, the complete set of
fingerprints of an owner or operator may not be taken by the
owner or operator. The results of the state and national
criminal history check shall be provided to the Department of

Education for screening under chapter 435. The cost of the
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background screening may be borne by the eligible nonprofit
scholarship-funding organization or the owner or operator.

2. Every 5 years following employment or engagement to
provide services or association with an eligible nonprofit
scholarship-funding organization, each owner or operator must
meet level 2 screening standards as described in s. 435.04, at
which time the nonprofit scholarship-funding organization shall
request the Department of Law Enforcement to forward the
fingerprints to the Federal Bureau of Investigation for level 2
screening. If the fingerprints of an owner or operator are not
retained by the Department of Law Enforcement under subparagraph
3., the owner or operator must electronically file a complete
set of fingerprints with the Department of Law Enforcement. Upon
submission of fingerprints for this purpose, the eligible
nonprofit scholarship-funding organization shall request that
the Department of Law Enforcement forward the fingerprints to
the Federal Bureau of Investigation for level 2 screening, and
the fingerprints shall be retained by the Department of Law
Enforcement under subparagraph 3.

3. Fingerprints submitted to the Department of Law
Enforcement as required by this paragraph must be retained by
the Department of Law Enforcement in a manner approved by rule
and entered in the statewide automated biometric identification
system authorized by s. 943.05(2) (b). The fingerprints must
thereafter be available for all purposes and uses authorized for
arrest fingerprints entered in the statewide automated biometric
identification system pursuant to s. 943.051.

4. The Department of Law Enforcement shall search all

arrest fingerprints received under s. 943.051 against the
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fingerprints retained in the statewide automated biometric
identification system under subparagraph 3. Any arrest record
that is identified with an owner’s or operator’s fingerprints
must be reported to the Department of Education. The Department
of Education shall participate in this search process by paying
an annual fee to the Department of Law Enforcement and by
informing the Department of Law Enforcement of any change in the
employment, engagement, or association status of the owners or
operators whose fingerprints are retained under subparagraph 3.
The Department of Law Enforcement shall adopt a rule setting the
amount of the annual fee to be imposed upon the Department of
Education for performing these services and establishing the
procedures for the retention of owner and operator fingerprints
and the dissemination of search results. The fee may be borne by
the owner or operator of the nonprofit scholarship-funding
organization.

5. A nonprofit scholarship-funding organization whose owner
or operator fails the level 2 background screening is not
eligible to provide scholarships under this section.

6. A nonprofit scholarship-funding organization whose owner
or operator in the last 7 years has filed for personal
bankruptcy or corporate bankruptcy in a corporation of which he
or she owned more than 20 percent is shadd* not be eligible to
provide scholarships under this section.

7. In addition to the offenses listed in s. 435.04, a
person required to undergo background screening pursuant to this
part or authorizing statutes must not have an arrest awaiting
final disposition for, must not have been found guilty of, or

entered a plea of nolo contendere to, regardless of
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900 adjudication, and must not have been adjudicated delinquent, and
901 the record must not have been sealed or expunged for, any of the
902 following offenses or any similar offense of another

903| Jjurisdiction:

904 a. Any authorizing statutes, if the offense was a felony.
905 b. This chapter, if the offense was a felony.

906 c. Section 409.920, relating to Medicaid provider fraud.
907 d. Section 409.9201, relating to Medicaid fraud.

908 e. Section 741.28, relating to domestic violence.

909 f. Section 817.034, relating to fraudulent acts through

910 mail, wire, radio, electromagnetic, photoelectronic, or

911| photooptical systems.

912 g. Section 817.234, relating to false and fraudulent

913 insurance claims.

914 h. Section 817.505, relating to patient brokering.

915 i. Section 817.568, relating to criminal use of personal

9106 identification information.

917 j. Section 817.60, relating to obtaining a credit card

918 through fraudulent means.

919 k. Section 817.61, relating to fraudulent use of credit

920 cards, if the offense was a felony.

921 1. Section 831.01, relating to forgery.

922 m. Section 831.02, relating to uttering forged instruments.
923 n. Section 831.07, relating to forging bank bills, checks,
924 drafts, or promissory notes.

925 0. Section 831.09, relating to uttering forged bank bills,
926 checks, drafts, or promissory notes.

927 p. Section 831.30, relating to fraud in obtaining medicinal
928 drugs.
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929 g. Section 831.31, relating to the sale, manufacture,
930 delivery, or possession with the intent to sell, manufacture, or
931 deliver any counterfeit controlled substance, if the offense was
932 a felony.
933 (d)1. For the 2023-2024 school year, may fund no more than

934 10,000 scholarships for students who are enrolled in a home

935 education program. The number of scholarships funded for such

936 students may increase by 20,000 in each subsequent school year.

937 This subparagraph is repealed July 1, 2027.

938 2. Must establish and maintain separate empowerment

939| accounts from eligible contributions for each eligible student.

940 For each account, the organization must maintain a record of

941 accrued interest that is retained in the student’s account. The

942 organization must verify that scholarship funds are used for

943| provide—schelarships—fromeligible contributions;—Fto—eligible
944 students—feor+thecost—of:

945 a.+ Tuition and fees for an eligible private school.;—e%x
946 b.2+ Transportation to a Florida public school in which a

947 student is enrolled and that is different from the school to
948| which the student was assigned or to a lab school as defined in
949| s. 1002.32.

950 c. Instructional materials, including digital materials and

951 Internet resources.

952 d. Curriculum as defined in s. 1002.394(2).

953 e. Tuition and fees associated with full-time or part-time

954 enrollment in a home education program, an eligible private

955 school, an eligible postsecondary educational institution or a

956| program offered by the postsecondary educational institution, a

957| private tutoring program authorized under s. 1002.43, a virtual
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program offered by a Department of Education-approved private

online provider that meets the provider qualifications specified

in s. 1002.45(2) (a), the Florida Virtual School as a private

paying student, or an approved online course offered pursuant to
s. 1003.499 or s. 1004.0961.

f. Fees for nationally standardized, norm-referenced

achievement tests, Advanced Placement Examinations, industry

certification examinations, assessments related to postsecondary

education, or other assessments.

g. Contracted services provided by a public school or

school district, including classes. A student who receives

contracted services under this sub-subparagraph is not

considered enrolled in a public school for eligibility purposes

as specified in subsection (11).

h. Tuition and fees for part-time tutoring services

provided by a person who holds a valid Florida educator’s

certificate pursuant to s. 1012.56, a person who holds an

adjunct teaching certificate pursuant to s. 1012.57, a person

who has a bachelor’s degree or a graduate degree in the subject

area in which instruction is given, a person who has

demonstrated a mastery of subject area knowledge pursuant to s.

1012.56(5), or a person certified by a nationally or

internationally recognized research-based training program as

approved by the Department of Education. As used in this

paragraph, the term “part-time tutoring services” does not

qualify as regular school attendance as defined in s.
1003.01(13) (e) .

(J)1. May use eligible contributions received pursuant to
this section and ss. 212.099, 212.1832, and 1002.40 during the
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987 state fiscal year in which such contributions are collected for
988 administrative expenses if the organization has operated as an
989| eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organization for at least
990 the preceding 3 fiscal years and did not have any findings of
991| material weakness or material noncompliance in its most recent
992 audit under paragraph (m). Administrative expenses from eligible
993| contributions may not exceed 3 percent of the total amount of
994 all scholarships funded by an eligible scholarship-funding
995| organization under this chapter. Such administrative expenses
996| must be reasonable and necessary for the organization’s
997| management and distribution of scholarships funded under this
998 chapter. Administrative expenses may include developing or
999| contracting with rideshare programs or facilitating carpool
1000 strategies for recipients of a transportation scholarship. No
1001 funds authorized under this subparagraph may shat* be used for
1002 lobbying or political activity or expenses related to lobbying
1003 or political activity. Up to one-third of the funds authorized
1004 for administrative expenses under this subparagraph may be used
1005 for expenses related to the recruitment of contributions from
1006| taxpayers. An eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding
1007 organization may not charge an application fee.
1008 2. Must expend for annual or partial-year scholarships an
1009 amount equal to or greater than 75 percent of all ke net
1010 eligible contributions remaining after administrative expenses
1011| during the state fiscal year in which such contributions are
1012 collected. No more than 25 percent of such net eligible
1013| contributions may be carried forward to the following state

1014 fiscal year. All amounts carried forward, for audit purposes,

1015| must be specifically identified for particular students, by
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1016 student name and the name of the school to which the student is
1017 admitted, subject to the requirements of ss. 1002.22 and
1018 1002.221 and 20 U.S.C. s. 1232g, and the applicable rules and
1019| regulations issued pursuant thereto. Any amounts carried forward

1020| must shkatdt be expended for annual or partial-year scholarships

1021 in the following state fiscal year. No later than September 30
1022 of each year, net eligible contributions remaining on June 30 of
1023 each year that are in excess of the 25 percent that may be

1024 carried forward must shatdt be used to provide scholarships to

1025| eligible students or transferred to other eligible nonprofit
1026| scholarship-funding organizations to provide scholarships for
1027 eligible students. All transferred funds must be deposited by
1028| each eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organization

1029| receiving such funds into its scholarship account. All

1030 transferred amounts received by any eligible nonprofit

1031 scholarship-funding organization must be separately disclosed in
1032 the annual financial audit required under paragraph (m).

1033 3. Must, before granting a scholarship for an academic
1034 year, document each scholarship student’s eligibility for that
1035| academic year. A scholarship-funding organization may not grant
1036| multiyear scholarships in one approval process.

1037 (o)l.a. Must participate in the joint development of

1038 agreed-upon procedures during the 2009-2010 state fiscal year.
1039 The agreed-upon procedures must uniformly apply to all private
1040 schools and must determine, at a minimum, whether the private
1041 school has been verified as eligible by the Department of

1042 Education under s. 1002.421; has an adequate accounting system,
1043 system of financial controls, and process for deposit and

1044 classification of scholarship funds; and has properly expended
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scholarship funds for education-related expenses. During the
development of the procedures, the participating scholarship-
funding organizations shall specify guidelines governing the
materiality of exceptions that may be found during the
accountant’s performance of the procedures. The procedures and
guidelines must shatd be provided to private schools and the
Commissioner of Education by March 15, 2011.

b. Must participate in a joint review of the agreed-upon
procedures and guidelines developed under sub-subparagraph a.,
by February of each biennium, if the scholarship-funding
organization provided more than $250,000 in scholarship funds e
iegib

1
|\ mpu mp & g

te—private—seheoot under this chapter during the state

fiscal year preceding the biennial review. If the procedures and
guidelines are revised, the revisions must be provided to
private schools and the Commissioner of Education by March 15 of
the year in which the revisions were completed. The revised

agreed-upon procedures and guidelines must shaltdt take effect the

subsequent school year. Fer—the 20618-2019 school—vyear—onty—=the

c. Must monitor the compliance of a private school with s.
1002.421 (1) (g) if the scholarship-funding organization provided
the majority of the scholarship funding to the school. For each
private school subject to s. 1002.421(1) (q), the appropriate
scholarship-funding organization shall annually notify the
Commissioner of Education by October 30 of:

(I) A private school’s failure to submit a report required
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1074 under s. 1002.421(1) (g); or
1075 (IT) Any material exceptions set forth in the report
1076| required under s. 1002.421 (1) (q) .
1077 2. Must seek input from the accrediting associations that
1078 are members of the Florida Association of Academic Nonpublic
1079 Schools and the Department of Education when jointly developing
1080 the agreed-upon procedures and guidelines under sub-subparagraph
1081 l.a. and conducting a review of those procedures and guidelines
1082 under sub-subparagraph 1.b.
1083 (r) Must participate in the joint development of agreed-

1084| wupon purchasing guidelines for authorized uses of scholarship

1085 funds under this chapter. The purchasing guidelines must be

1086| provided to the Commissioner of Education and posted on the

1087 eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organization’s website by

1088 December 31, 2023, and annually thereafter.

1089 (s) May permit eligible students to use program funds for

1090 the purposes listed in paragraph (d) by paying for the

1091 authorized use directly, then submitting a reimbursement request

1092 to the eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organization.

1093| However, an eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organization

1094| may elect not to provide reimbursements and only allow direct

1095| purchases using program funds.

1096 (t) Must notify each parent that participation in the

1097 scholarship program does not guarantee enrollment.
1098

1099 Information and documentation provided to the Department of

1100 Education and the Auditor General relating to the identity of a
1101 taxpayer that provides an eligible contribution under this

1102 section shall remain confidential at all times in accordance
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with s. 213.053.

(7) PARENT AND STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES FOR PROGRAM
PARTICIPATION.—

(a) A parent whose student will be enrolled full time in a

private school must:

1. Theparent—must Select an eligible private school and

apply for the admission of his or her child.

2 .4k The—parent—must Inform the child’s school district
when the parent withdraws his or her child to attend an eligible
private school.

3.4e)> Require his or her Amy student participating in the

sehotarship program to must remain in attendance throughout the
school year unless excused by the school for illness or other
good cause and-

i ] i ] i ] 14 . ]

heool—+e comply with the private school’s published

P
t/J__I_VL/LL./

policies.

4.4}y Require his or her The parent—shall ensure—that—+the
student participating in the sekhelarship program to take takes

the norm-referenced assessment offered by the private school.

The parent may also choose to have the student participate in
the statewide assessments pursuant to s. 1008.22. If the parent
requests that the student participating in the scholarship
program take statewide assessments pursuant to s. 1008.22 and
the private school has not chosen to offer and administer the
statewide assessments, the parent is responsible for
transporting the student to the assessment site designated by

the school district.

5 (£ T raocoa s
« L7/ NS A T TS = A = =y

Page 39 of 75
CODING: Words strieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




1132
1133
1134
1135
1136
1137
1138
1139
1140
1141
1142
1143
1144
1145
1146
1147
1148
1149
1150
1151
1152
1153
1154
1155
1156
1157
1158
1159
1160

Florida Senate - 2023 CS for SB 202

aliaoaibhla Ay "Lt oAl ATl vl L Ao reramn g ook 4 A +h ANV
CJ.J.\jJ.LJJ.C J.l\JJ.lt/.L\JJ.J.L_ »._)&/LJ.\JJ.(_/LJ.»._)LJ.J.B J_ullLAJ.ll\j \JJ_\j(_/LllJ.L.(_/LL_J.\Jll, T t/(_zLJ_CllL_
««««««« +  + + P IR TN anh 1 fFfor A~ 24 +1h VS E Lo =

\AJL " S Sy @ i B Ry Sy [ a CTIT LJJ__LVLA.L., [SAYE T LA w g u [ S g A LJUU_LL., LT T CIT T TToUTITCT oL

+ 1 PANE S T o~ 1 T ~ommearnt o oo m A bz F1imAa + 0o f Ao + 1
CTIT LJJ__LVLA.L., [N I W A W g J S LJLA._YILL T CTO L@ R [leaw M_Y T UTTCOO CLdIiTo1L T Ly | S i

parent—must Approve each payment before the scholarship funds

may be deposited by funds transfer. The parent may not designate

any entity or individual associated with the participating
private school as the parent’s attorney in fact to endorse a
scholarship warrant or approve a funds transfer. A participant
who fails to comply with this paragraph forfeits the

scholarship.

6. (g—TFhe—parent—shatd Authorize the nonprofit scholarship-
funding organization to access information needed for income
eligibility determination and verification held by other state
or federal agencies, including the Department of Revenue, the
Department of Children and Families, the Department of
Education, the Department of Economic Opportunity, and the
Agency for Health Care Administration.

(b) A parent whose student will be enrolled in a home

education program with the school district in which the student

resides must:

1. Apply to an eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding

organization to participate in the program by a date set by the

organization. The request must be communicated directly to the

organization in a manner that creates a written or electronic

record of the request and the date of receipt of the request.

2. Sign an agreement with the organization and annually

submit a sworn compliance statement to the organization to

satisfy or maintain program eligibility, including eligibility

Page 40 of 75

CODING: Words striekern are deletions; words underlined are additions.




1161
1162
1163
1164
1165
1166
1167
1168
1169
1170
1171
1172
1173
1174
1175
1176
1177
1178
1179
1180
1181
1182
1183
1184
1185
1186
1187
1188
1189

Florida Senate - 2023 CS for SB 202

602-02378-23 2023202c1

to receive and spend program payments, by:

a. Affirming that the parent has established and maintains

a home education program in accordance with s. 1002.41.

b. Affirming that the program funds are used only for

authorized purposes serving the student’s educational needs, as

described in paragraph (6) (d), and that they will not receive a

payment, refund, or rebate of any funds provided under this

section.

c. Affirming that the parent is responsible for all

eligible expenses in excess of the amount of the scholarship and

for the education of his or her student.

3. Require the student to take a nationally norm-referenced

test identified by the Department of Education, or a statewide

assessment under s. 1008.22, and provide educational records and

assessment results to a choice navigator before the student’s

program renewal.

4, Meet with a choice navigator at least annually before

the student’s program renewal to:

a. Discuss the academic needs and progress of the student

based on educational records submitted by the parent and annual

assessment results.

b. Select educational options based on the academic needs

of the student.

5. Affirm that the student remains in good standing with

the provider or school if those options are selected by the

parent.

6. Renew participation in the program each year. A student

whose participation in the program is not renewed may continue

to spend scholarship funds that are in his or her account from
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1190 prior years unless the account must be closed pursuant to s.
1191 1002.394(5) (a) 2.

1192 7. Procure the services necessary to educate the student.

1193 When the student receives a scholarship, the district school

1194| Dboard is not obligated to provide the student with a free

1195| appropriate public education.
1196 (9) DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION OBLIGATIONS.—The Department of
1197 Education shall:

1198 (a) Annually submit to the department and division, by
1199| March 15, a list of eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding

1200| organizations that meet the requirements of paragraph (2) (9)
1201 2+5-.

1202 (b) Annually verify the eligibility of nonprofit

1203 scholarship-funding organizations that meet the requirements of
1204 paragraph (2) (g) -=2r5-.

1205 (f) Issue a project grant award to a state university, to

1206| which participating private schools and choice navigators must

1207 report the scores of participating students on the nationally
1208| norm-referenced tests or the statewide assessments administered
1209| by the private school in grades 3 through 10. The project term
1210 is 2 years, and the amount of the project is up to $250,000 per
1211 year. The project grant award must be reissued in 2-year

1212 intervals in accordance with this paragraph.

1213 1. The state university must annually report to the

1214 Department of Education on the student performance of

1215| participating students:

1216 a. On a statewide basis. The report must shait also

1217 include, to the extent possible, a comparison of scholarship

1218 students’ performance to the statewide student performance of

Page 42 of 75
CODING: Words strieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




Florida Senate - 2023 CS for SB 202

602-02378-23 2023202c1
1219| public school students with socioceconomic backgrounds similar to
1220 those of students participating in the scholarship program. To
1221| minimize costs and reduce time required for the state
1222 university’s analysis and evaluation, the Department of
1223| Education shall coordinate with the state university to provide
1224 data to the state university in order to conduct analyses of
1225 matched students from public school assessment data and
1226 calculate control group student performance using an agreed-upon
1227| methodology with the state university; and
1228 b. On an individual school basis. The annual report must

1229| include student performance for each participating private

1230 school in which at—3east—51 perecent—of +the total enrolled

1231 students in the private school participated in a scholarship

1232| program under this section or s. 1002.394(12) (a) theFlorida—Ta

1233| Eredit—SeholarshipPregram in the prior school year. The report
1234| must shaltt be according to each participating private school,

1235| and for participating students, in which there are at least 30
1236| participating students who have scores for tests administered.
1237 If the state university determines that the 30-participating-
1238 student cell size may be reduced without disclosing personally
1239 identifiable information, as described in 34 C.F.R. s. 99.12, of
1240 a participating student, the state university may reduce the
1241| participating-student cell size, but the cell size must not be
1242 reduced to less than 10 participating students. The department
1243 shall provide each private school’s prior school year’s student
1244 enrollment information to the state university no later than
1245 June 15 of each year, or as requested by the state university.

1246 2. The sharing and reporting of student performance data

1247| under this paragraph must be in accordance with requirements of
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ss. 1002.22 and 1002.221 and 20 U.S.C. s.

2023202c1
1232g,
and the applicable rules and
and shall be for the sole

the Family
Educational Rights and Privacy Act,
regulations issued pursuant thereto,
purpose of creating the annual report required by subparagraph
1. All parties must preserve the confidentiality of such

information as required by law. The annual report must not
disaggregate data to a level that will identify individual
participating schools,

l1.b.,

except as required under sub-subparagraph
or disclose the academic level of individual students.
3. The annual report required by subparagraph 1. must shaid
be published by the Department of Education on its website.

(11) SCHOLARSHIP AMOUNT AND PAYMENT.—

(b) Payment of the scholarship by the eligible nonprofit
scholarship-funding organization must shald be by individuat

warrontmadepoyabite—to—+the student!sparent—or by funds

transfer, including, but not limited to, debit cards, electronic

payment cards, or any other means of payment that the department

deems to be commercially viable or cost-effective. Ff—the

Pavuumaent 1o e A bz gyt + 1 Mo rrant mmaaod N Adoliszarad Iy + 1
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funds transfer before any scholarship funds are deposited.

(e) An eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organization

may not transfer any funds to an account of a student determined
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1277 eligible under this section which has a balance in excess of
1278 $24,000.
1279 (f) A scholarship awarded to an eligible student must

1280 remain 1n force until:

1281 1. The organization determines that the student is not

1282 eligible for program renewal;

1283 2. The Commissioner of Education suspends or revokes

1284| program participation or use of funds;

1285 3. The student’s parent has forfeited participation in the

1286| program for failure to comply with subsection (7);

1287 4. The student enrolls in a public school. However, if a

1288 student enters a Department of Juvenile Justice detention center

1289 for a period of no more than 21 days, the student is not

1290 considered to have returned to a public school on a full-time

1291| basis for that purpose; or

1292 5. The student graduates from high school or attains 21

1293| vyears of age, whichever occurs first.

1294 (g) Reimbursements for program expenditures may continue

1295 wuntil the account balance is expended or remaining funds have

1296 reverted to the state.

1297 (h) A student’s scholarship account must be closed and any

1298 remaining funds must revert to the state after:

1299 1. Denial or revocation of program eligibility by the

1300 commissioner for fraud or abuse, including, but not limited to,

1301 the student or student’s parent accepting any payment, refund,

1302 or rebate, in any manner, from a provider of any services

1303 received pursuant to paragraph (6) (d); or

1304 2. Two consecutive fiscal years in which an account has

1305 been inactive.
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1306 (16) OBLIGATIONS OF CHOICE NAVIGATOR.—Beginning January 1,

1307 2024, a choice navigator must:

1308 (a) Review educational records and assessment results to

1309 determine the academic needs of a student.

1310 (b) Identify educational options authorized under paragraph
1311 (6) (d) to address the academic needs of a student.
1312 (c) Provide guidance to enable parents to choose the best

1313| option or options for their student.

1314 (d) Report the scores of all participating students to a

1315 state university as described in paragraph (9) (f).

1316 Section 4. Paragraphs (e) and (f) of subsection (2) of
1317 section 1002.40, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

1318 1002.40 The Hope Scholarship Program.-—
1319 (2) DEFINITIONS.—As used in this section, the term:
1320 (e) “Eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding organization”

1321 or “organization” has the same meaning as provided in s.
1322 1002.395(2) s+—36623852+5.

1323 (f) “Eligible private school” has the same meaning as
1324| provided in s. 1002.395(2)
1325 Section 5. Paragraph (c) of subsection (3) of section

1326 1002.421, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

[0)]

1002 2208 (D) [~
TOUZT oo\ 9/ .

1327 1002.421 State school choice scholarship program

1328 accountability and oversight.—

1329 (3) COMMISSIONER OF EDUCATION AUTHORITY AND OBLIGATIONS.—
1330| The Commissioner of Education:

1331 (c) May permanently deny or revoke the authority of an

1332 owner, officer, or director er—eperater to establish or operate

1333 a private school in the state and include such individual on the

1334 disqualification list maintained by the department pursuant to
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s. 1001.10(4) (b) if the commissioner decides that the owner,

officer, or director er—eperateor:

1. Is operating or has operated an educational institution
in the state or another state or jurisdiction in a manner
contrary to the health, safety, or welfare of the public; or

2. Has operated an educational institution that closed

during the school year. An individual may be removed from the

disqualification list if the individual reimburses the

department or eligible nonprofit scholarship-funding

organization the amount of scholarship funds received by the

educational institution during the school year in which it

l d AnA ah 11 1T~ 1124 a1rnlhy 4 Aa gz Aaa ] o n +h
ClOoSsedy—aia—Sharr—IhRecraee—SHen—TaarrvIatarS—Ooh—tne

A4 aeyrral 2 £ Ao+ n 1 at gt aa o~ Ty Aormartmarnt g~ ag o s + +
\J._LQ\.iL«lQL_L_L_L_L\./QLL__LULL [ S W R IO T T CO I T O LJ_Y T \J.CtJQLJ_ CITITCTTTC t—/L«l.LQL«lDLllL_ T
o 10017 10 (4 (1K)
=) TOUOU L. TU T/ (O7

Section 6. Section 1002.44, Florida Statutes, is created to
read:

1002.44 Part-time public school enrollment.—

(1) Any public school in this state, including a charter

school, may enroll a student on a part-time basis who meets the

regular school attendance criteria in s. 1003.01(13) (b)-(e),

subject to space and availability according to the school’s

capacity determined pursuant to s. 1002.31(2) (b).

(2) A student attending a public school on a part-time

basis pursuant to this section shall generate full-time

equivalent student membership as described in s. 1011.61 (1) (b).

(3) A student attending a public school on a part-time

basis pursuant to this section is not considered to be in

regular attendance at a public school as defined in s.
1003.01(13) (a) .
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Section 8. No later than November 1, 2023, the State Board

of Education shall develop and recommend to the Governor and

Legislature for adoption during the 2024 legislative session

repeals and revisions to the Florida Early Learning-20 Education

Code, chapters 1000-1013,

Florida Statutes, to reduce regulation

on public schools. The state board shall consider input from

teachers, superintendents, administrators, school boards, public

and private postsecondary institutions, home educators, and

other entities identified by the state board.
Subsections (1) and (2)
of section 1006.21,

Section 9. and paragraph (a) of

subsection (3) Florida Statutes, are amended
to read:

1006.21 Duties of district school superintendent and
district school board regarding transportation.—

(1) The district school superintendent shall ascertain
which students should be transported to school or to school
activities, determine the most effective arrangement of
transportation routes to accommodate these students; recommend
such routing to the district school board; recommend plans and
procedures for providing facilities for the economical and safe
transportation of students; recommend such rules as may be

necessary and see that all rules relating to the transportation

el ] o o
W T T oo

of students approved by the district school board—as

A7 are properly carried into

+ 1 Q4 4 o} PN
T 1) o T I

£ T~
TC—otTtcaocT 1o

13] o £
oo —OT

i

A\

effect, as prescribed in this chapter.
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1422 (2) After considering recommendations of the district
1423 school superintendent, the district school board shall make
1424| provision for the transportation of students to the public
1425 schools or school activities they are required or expected to
1426| attend; authorize transportation routes arranged efficiently and

1427| economically; provide the necessary transportation facilities,

1428 and whan et~ oA qan A amaa ] Ao £ + 1 Q4 o+ RAanrA £ TAa~a+ 1 A
7 wirtCI—a oo T 2O oG T T orCo Ottt —ota Do O0arr GO TG uCa Tt =0Tt

B

ma ~
TomTCa=T

qar

1429 and—+f more—eeco

i

o—de—se, provide limited subsistence in
1430 lieu thereof; and adopt the necessary rules to ensure safety,
1431| economy, and efficiency in the operation of all buses and other
1432| wvehicles used to transport students, as prescribed in this

1433 chapter.

1434 (3) District school boards, after considering

1435 recommendations of the district school superintendent:

1436 (a) Shall provide transportation for each student in

1437| prekindergarten disability programs and in kindergarten through
1438| grade 12 membership in a public school when, and only when,
1439 transportation is necessary to provide adequate educational

1440 facilities and opportunities which otherwise would not be

1441 available and—te—transport—students—whose homesare more—than—a
1442 reasenablte—walking distance;—asdefined by rules—of+the State
1443| BeardefFduecation;—Ffrom the nearestappropriate—sechoot.

1444 Section 10. Section 1006.22, Florida Statutes, is amended
1445 to read:

1446 1006.22 Safety and health of students being transported.—

1447 Maximum regard for safety and adequate protection of health are
1448| primary requirements that must be observed by district school

1449| Dboards in routing buses, appointing drivers, and providing and

P NI E I I AN i — £ 1 g
ESASAS v s ap S S A ¥ [

H-

1450 operating equipment—in—accordance—with—at

>
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(2)43)> When approval is granted for the transportation of

students in a privately owned vehicle,

the provisions of s.

1006.24 regarding liability for tort claims are applicable.

District school board employees who provide approved

transportation in privately owned vehicles are acting within the

scope of their employment.

Parents or other responsible adults

who provide approved transportation in privately owned vehicles

have the same exposure to,

and protections from,

risks of

personal liability as do district school board employees acting

within the scope of their employment.

(3)44)> Each district school board may establish policies

that restrict the use of privately owned motor vehicles to

circumstances that are more limited than are described in this

section or that prohibit such use.

Each district school board

may establish written policies that provide for more extensive

requirements for approval,
procedures, insurance coverage,

combination of these.

driver qualifications,

parental notification and consent

or a
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(4) 5> When transportation is authorized in privately owned
vehicles, students may be transported only in designated seating
positions and must use the occupant crash protection system
provided by the vehicle manufacturer.

(5)+6)> District school boards may contract with a common
carrier to transport students to and from in-season and
postseason athletic contests and to and from a school function
or event in which the district school board or a school has
undertaken to participate or to provide for or sponsor the
participation of students.

(6)++H- Transportation for adult students may be provided by
any appropriate means as authorized by the district school board
when the transportation is accepted as a responsibility by the
district school board as provided in s. 1006.21.

(7)48» Notwithstanding any other provision of this section,
in an emergency situation that constitutes an imminent threat to
student health or safety, school personnel may take whatever
action is necessary under the circumstances to protect student
health and safety.

(8) 49y Except as provided in s. 1006.261, transportation is
not the responsibility of the district school board in
connection with any event or activity that is not an event or
activity offered by the district school board or an event or an
activity in which the district school board or school has agreed
to participate, cosponsor, or require the participation of
students, and the district school board has no liability for
transportation arranged and provided by parents or other parties
to such events or activities.

(9) 436> Each district school board shall designate and
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establishment of school bus stops, as necessary at the most
reasonably safe locations available. Where unusual traffic
hazards exist at school bus stops on roads maintained by the
state outside of municipalities, the Department of
Transportation, in concurrence and cooperation with and upon
request of the district school board, shall place signs at such
bus stops warning motorists of the location of the stops.

(12)+4+3> The State Board of Education may adopt rules to
implement this section as are necessary or desirable in the
interest of student health and safety.

Section 11. Subsections (2), (3), and (4) of section
1006.25, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

1006.25 School buses.—School buses shall be defined and
meet specifications as follows:

(2) SPECIFICATIONS.—Each school bus as defined in 49 C.F.R.
part 571 and subsection (1) that is rented, leased, purchased,

or contracted for must meet the applicable federal motor vehicle

safety standards amd—ethe fHeatieons—as—preseribed Py —rutes

neea
et T

T
[00]

£ +h Q4+ Roar F A PPN S
O T T C T T O TT - T CTTE T TT o

(3) STANDARDS FOR LEASED VEHICLES.A—meter—ehiecle—owned

= A\

B S NPT A =
A L.J_ulthJ\JJ_ T

Edueatieon—-establishes by —rules A school bus authorized by a

district school board to carry passengers other than school
students must have the words “School Bus” and any other signs
and insignia that mark or designate it as a school bus covered,
removed, or otherwise concealed while such passengers are being

transported.
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OCCUPANT PROTECTION SYSTEMS.—Students may be

except as

1006.22(11) s=

provided in s. 1006~

22 (191
L 7

, and must use the

occupant crash protection system provided by the manufacturer,

which system must comply with the

requirements of 49 C.F.R. part

571 EVSIER JCE I~ ST~ NP I =i BN | na £ + 1 Q4 4 DN £ T~ 1 n
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Section 12. Paragraph (a) of subsection (1) of section

1006.261, Florida Statutes,

is amended to read:

1006.261 Use of school buses for public purposes.—

(1) (a)

FEach district school board may enter into agreements

with the governing body of a county or municipality in the

school district or any state agency or agencies established or

identified to assist in the provision of public transportation

and other public purposes+—inetuding;—but—rnot

1darl i oiiant Dl T N QQ._ 72 S PR | o +1 o
NP E W B e _L_Y I t/uJ_L)uL/LJ.J.L./ Ry L O 1T TN \v2 T J, (&) (./Llll\./llu\./u, [ S LS i o
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agreement shall provide for reimbursement of the district school

board, in full or in part,

for the proportionate share of fixed

and operating costs incurred by the district school board

attributable to the use of the buses pursuant to the agreement

or attributable

by the district school board.

Section 13. Subsection (1)

of section 1006.27,

to the maintenance or other activities conducted

Florida
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1712 Statutes, is amended to read:
1713 1006.27 Pooling of school buses and related purchases by
1714| district school boards; transportation services contracts.—
1715 (1) The department shall assist district school boards in

1716| securing school buses and other vehicles used for transporting

1717 students, contractual needs, equipment, and supplies at as

1718 reasonable prices as possible by providing a plan under which
1719| district school boards may voluntarily pool their bids for such
1720| purchases. The department shall prepare bid forms and

1721 specifications, obtain quotations of prices and make such

1722 information available to district school boards in order to
1723 facilitate this service. District school boards from time to
1724 time, as prescribed by State Board of Education rule, shall
1725 furnish the department with information concerning the prices
1726| paid for such items and the department shall furnish to district
1727 school boards periodic information concerning the lowest prices

1728 at which school buses and other vehicles used for transporting

1729 students, equipment, and related supplies are available based
1730 upon comparable specifications.

1731 Section 14. Paragraph (f) is added to subsection (14) of
1732 section 1011.62, Florida Statutes, to read:

1733 1011.62 Funds for operation of schools.—If the annual
1734 allocation from the Florida Education Finance Program to each
1735 district for operation of schools is not determined in the
1736 annual appropriations act or the substantive bill implementing
1737 the annual appropriations act, it shall be determined as

1738 follows:

1739 (14) TEACHER SALARY INCREASE ALLOCATION.—The Legislature

1740 may annually provide in the Florida Education Finance Program a
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1741 teacher salary increase allocation to assist school districts in
1742 their recruitment and retention of classroom teachers and other
1743 instructional personnel. The amount of the allocation shall be
1744 specified in the General Appropriations Act.
1745 (f) Beginning July 1, 2023, any additional funding

1746 appropriated for the Teacher Salary Increase Allocation above

1747 the amount provided in fiscal year 2022-2023 may be used to

1748| provide salary increases for the following personnel, in a

1749 manner that best meets the needs of the school district or

1750 charter school:

1751 1. Full-time classroom teachers, as defined in s.

1752 1012.01(2) (a), plus certified prekindergarten teachers funded in

1753 the Florida Education Finance Program. This subparagraph does

1754 not apply to substitute teachers.

1755 2. Other full-time instructional personnel as defined in s.
1756 1012.01(2) (b)-(d) .

1757 Section 15. Paragraph (c) of subsection (1) of section
1758 1012.22, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

1759 1012.22 Public school personnel; powers and duties of the
1760| district school board.—The district school board shall:

1761 (1) Designate positions to be filled, prescribe

1762 qualifications for those positions, and provide for the

1763 appointment, compensation, promotion, suspension, and dismissal
1764 of employees as follows, subject to the requirements of this

1765 chapter:

1766 (c) Compensation and salary schedules.—
1767 1. Definitions.—As used in this paragraph:
1768 a. “Adjustment” means an addition to the base salary

1769 schedule that is not a bonus and becomes part of the employee’s
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permanent base salary and shall be considered compensation under
s. 121.021(22).

b. “Grandfathered salary schedule” means the salary
schedule or schedules adopted by a district school board before
July 1, 2014, pursuant to subparagraph 4.

c. “Instructional personnel” means instructional personnel
as defined in s. 1012.01(2) (a)-(d), excluding substitute
teachers.

d. “Performance salary schedule” means the salary schedule
or schedules adopted by a district school board pursuant to
subparagraph 5.

e. “Salary schedule” means the schedule or schedules used
to provide the base salary for district school board personnel.

f. “School administrator” means a school administrator as
defined in s. 1012.01(3) (c).

g. “Supplement” means an annual addition to the base salary
for the term of the negotiated supplement as long as the
employee continues his or her employment for the purpose of the
supplement. A supplement does not become part of the employee’s
continuing base salary but shall be considered compensation
under s. 121.021(22).

2. Cost-of-1living adjustment.—A district school board may
provide a cost-of-living salary adjustment if the adjustment:

a. Does not discriminate among comparable classes of
employees based upon the salary schedule under which they are
compensated.

b. Does not exceed 50 percent of the annual adjustment
provided to instructional personnel rated as effective.

3. Advanced degrees.—A district school board may wet use
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advanced degrees in setting a salary schedule for instructional

N

personnel or school administrators hired—eonorafterJuly 1
K

He
[0}
[0}

ar

()]
s

4. Grandfathered salary schedule.—

a. The district school board shall adopt a salary schedule
or salary schedules to be used as the basis for paying all
school employees hired before July 1, 2014. Instructional
personnel on annual contract as of July 1, 2014, shall be placed
on the performance salary schedule adopted under subparagraph 5.
Instructional personnel on continuing contract or professional
service contract may opt into the performance salary schedule if
the employee relinquishes such contract and agrees to be
employed on an annual contract under s. 1012.335. Such an
employee shall be placed on the performance salary schedule and
may not return to continuing contract or professional service
contract status. Any employee who opts into the performance
salary schedule may not return to the grandfathered salary
schedule.

b. In determining the grandfathered salary schedule for
instructional personnel, a district school board must base a
portion of each employee’s compensation upon performance
demonstrated under s. 1012.34 and shall provide differentiated
pay for both instructional personnel and school administrators
based upon district-determined factors, including, but not
limited to, additional responsibilities, school demographics,
critical shortage areas, and level of job performance
difficulties.

5. Performance salary schedule.—By July 1, 2014, the
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district school board shall adopt a performance salary schedule
that provides annual salary adjustments for instructional
personnel and school administrators based upon performance
determined under s. 1012.34.

2014,

Employees hired on or after July 1,
or employees who choose to move from the grandfathered
salary schedule to the performance salary schedule shall be
compensated pursuant to the performance salary schedule once
they have received the appropriate performance evaluation for
this purpose.

a. Base salary.—The base salary shall be established as
follows:

(I) The base salary for instructional personnel or school
administrators who opt into the performance salary schedule
shall be the salary paid in the prior year, including
adjustments only.

(IT) Instructional personnel or school administrators new
to the district, returning to the district after a break in
service without an authorized leave of absence, or appointed for
the first time to a position in the district in the capacity of
instructional personnel or school administrator shall be placed

salary schedule. RegimpingJuolty1+—2021—=nd

on the performance
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b. Salary adjustments.—Salary adjustments for highly
effective or effective performance shall be established as
follows:

(I) The annual salary adjustment under the performance
salary schedule for an employee rated as highly effective must
be at least 25 percent greater than the highest annual salary
adjustment available to an employee of the same classification
through any other salary schedule adopted by the district.

(IT) The annual salary adjustment under the performance
salary schedule for an employee rated as effective must be equal
to at least 50 percent and no more than 75 percent of the annual
adjustment provided for a highly effective employee of the same
classification.

(IITI) A salary schedule may shali+ not provide an annual
salary adjustment for an employee who receives a rating other
than highly effective or effective for the year.

c. Salary supplements.—In addition to the salary
adjustments, each district school board shall provide for salary
supplements for activities that must include, but are not
limited to:

(I) Assignment to a Title I eligible school.

(IT) Assignment to a school that earned a grade of “F” or
three consecutive grades of “D” pursuant to s. 1008.34 such that
the supplement remains in force for at least 1 year following
improved performance in that school.

(ITI) Certification and teaching in critical teacher
shortage areas. Statewide critical teacher shortage areas shall
be identified by the State Board of Education under s. 1012.07.

However, the district school board may identify other areas of
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critical shortage within the school district for purposes of

this sub-sub-subparagraph and may remove areas identified by the
state board which do not apply within the school district.

(IV) Assignment of additional academic responsibilities.

If budget constraints in any given year limit a district school
board’s ability to fully fund all adopted salary schedules, the
performance salary schedule may shadtt not be reduced on the
basis of total cost or the value of individual awards in a
manner that is proportionally greater than reductions to any
other salary schedules adopted by the district. Any compensation
for longevity of service awarded to instructional personnel who
are on any other salary schedule must be included in calculating
the salary adjustments required by sub-subparagraph b.

Section 16. Paragraphs (e) and (f) of subsection (3),
paragraph (d) of subsection (5), paragraphs (f), (g), and (h) of
subsection (6), and paragraphs (b), (d), and (e) of subsection
(7) of section 1012.56, Florida Statutes, are amended, and
paragraph (g) is added to subsection (3) and paragraph (i) is
added to subsection (6) of that section, to read:

1012.56 Educator certification requirements.—

(3) MASTERY OF GENERAL KNOWLEDGE.—Acceptable means of
demonstrating mastery of general knowledge are:

(e) Documentation of 2 years of effective or highly

effective teaching in a Florida public school while teaching

under a temporary certification;

(f) Achievement of passing scores, identified in state
board rule, on national or international examinations that test

comparable content and relevant standards in verbal, analytical
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1915| writing, and quantitative reasoning skills, including, but not
1916 limited to, the verbal, analytical writing, and gquantitative
1917| reasoning portions of the Graduate Record Examination. Passing
1918 scores identified in state board rule must be at approximately
1919| the same level of rigor as is required to pass the general
1920 knowledge examinations; or
1921 (g) 45> Documentation of receipt of a master’s or higher
1922 degree from an accredited postsecondary educational institution
1923| that the Department of Education has identified as having a
1924| quality program resulting in a baccalaureate degree or higher.
1925
1926| A school district that employs an individual who does not
1927 achieve passing scores on any subtest of the general knowledge
1928 examination must provide information regarding the availability
1929 of state-level and district-level supports and instruction to
1930 assist him or her in achieving a passing score. Such information
1931 must include, but need not be limited to, state-level test
1932 information guides, school district test preparation resources,
1933 and preparation courses offered by state universities and
1934 Florida College System institutions.

1935 (5) MASTERY OF SUBJECT AREA KNOWLEDGE.—Acceptable means of
1936| demonstrating mastery of subject area knowledge are:

1937 (d) For a subject requiring a master’s or higher degree,
1938 completion of the subject area specialization requirements

1939 specified in state board rule and achievement of a passing score
1940 on the Florida-developed subject area examination or a

1941 standardized examination that is directly related to the subject

1942 specified in state board rule;
1943
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School districts are encouraged to provide mechanisms for middle
grades teachers holding only a K-6 teaching certificate to
obtain a subject area coverage for middle grades through
postsecondary coursework or district add-on certification.

(6) MASTERY OF PROFESSIONAL PREPARATION AND EDUCATION
COMPETENCE .—Acceptable means of demonstrating mastery of
professional preparation and education competence are:

(f) Documentation of 2 years of effective or highly

effective teaching in a Florida public school while teaching

under a temporary certification;

(g) Successful completion of professional preparation
courses as specified in state board rule, successful completion
of a professional preparation and education competence program
pursuant to paragraph (8) (b), and achievement of a passing score
on the professional education competency examination required by
state board rule;

(h) <& Successful completion of a professional development
certification and education competency program, outlined in
paragraph (8) (a); or

(i)AhH)y Successful completion of a competency-based
certification program pursuant to s. 1004.85 and achievement of
a passing score on the professional education competency

examination required by rule of the State Board of Education.

The State Board of Education shall adopt rules to implement this
subsection by December 31, 2014, including rules to approve
specific teacher preparation programs that are not identified in
this subsection which may be used to meet requirements for

mastery of professional preparation and education competence.
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(b) The department shall issue a temporary certificate to
any applicant who:
1. Completes the requirements outlined in paragraphs

(2) (a)-(f) and has a job offer from a Florida public school
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beagrd—xule; or

2. For a subject area specialization for which the state
board otherwise requires a bachelor’s degree, documents 48
months of active-duty military service with an honorable

discharge or a medical separation; completes the requirements

outlined in paragraphs (2) (a), (b), and (d)-(f); eeomptetes—the
P S S e R S VPO P H =i S I AP g e ard 3
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swbseetion—{5)+ and documents completion of 60 college credits

with a minimum cumulative grade point average of 2.5 on a 4.0
scale, as provided by one or more accredited institutions of
higher learning or a nonaccredited institution of higher
learning identified by the Department of Education as having a
quality program resulting in a bachelor’s degree or higher.

(d) A person who is issued a temporary certificate under

subparagraph—{b)r2+ must be assigned a teacher

mentor for a minimum of 2 school years after commencing

paragraph (b)

employment. Each teacher mentor selected by the school district,

charter school, or charter management organization must:
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2002 1. Hold a valid professional certificate issued pursuant to
2003 this section;
2004 2. Have earned at least 3 years of teaching experience in
2005| prekindergarten through grade 12; and
2006 3. Have earned an effective or highly effective rating on
2007 the prior year’s performance evaluation under s. 1012.34.

2008 (e)3= A temporary certificate issued under paragraph (b)

2009| subparagraph—{br++ 1is valid for 5 3 school fiscal years and is

2010 nonrenewable.

2011 2—A—temporary—ecertificate issued under subparagraph o2+
2012 +s—vatid—FforS5—scheol—fisecal—vears,—3is—t+m:
2013| “ssuvanee;—and—isnonrenewabler

2014

2015| At least 1 year before an individual’s temporary certificate is

2016| set to expire, the department shall electronically notify the
2017 individual of the date on which his or her certificate will
2018| expire and provide a list of each method by which the

2019| qualifications for a professional certificate can be completed.
2020 The State Board of Education shall adopt rules to allow the
2021 department to extend the validity period of a temporary

2022 certificate for 2 years when the requirements for the

2023| professional certificate were not completed due to the serious
2024 illness or injury of the applicant, the military service of an
2025 applicant’s spouse, other extraordinary extenuating

2026| circumstances, or if the certificateholder is rated highly
2027 effective in the immediate prior year’s performance evaluation
2028| pursuant to s. 1012.34 or has completed a 2-year mentorship

2029| program pursuant to subsection (8). The department shall extend

2030 the temporary certificate upon approval by the Commissioner of
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Education. A written request for extension of the certificate
shall be submitted by the district school superintendent, the
governing authority of a university lab school, the governing
authority of a state-supported school, or the governing
authority of a private school.

Section 17. Paragraph (e) is added to subsection (6) of
section 1013.064, Florida Statutes, to read:

1013.64 Funds for comprehensive educational plant needs;
construction cost maximums for school district capital
projects.—Allocations from the Public Education Capital Outlay
and Debt Service Trust Fund to the various boards for capital
outlay projects shall be determined as follows:

(6)

(e) Notwithstanding the requirements of this subsection, an

unfinished construction project for new construction of

educational plant space that was started on or before July 1,

2026, is exempt from the total cost per student station

requirements established in paragraph (b).

Section 18. Present subsections (4), (5), and (6) of
section 1002.321, Florida Statutes, are redesignated as
subsections (3), (4), and (5), respectively, and present
subsection (3) of that section is amended, to read:

1002.321 Digital learning.—

Section 19. Paragraphs (a) and (b) of subsection (2) of

section 1003.5716, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:
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2060 1003.5716 Transition to postsecondary education and career
2061 opportunities.—All students with disabilities who are 3 years of
2062 age to 21 years of age have the right to a free, appropriate
2063| public education. As used in this section, the term “IEP” means
2064 individual education plan.
2065 (2) Beginning not later than the first IEP to be in effect
2066| when the student enters high school, attains the age of 14, or
2067 when determined appropriate by the parent and the IEP team,
2068| whichever occurs first, the IEP must include the following
2069 statements that must be updated annually:
2070 (a) A statement of intent to pursue a standard high school
2071 diploma and a Scholar or Merit designation, pursuant to s.
2072 1003.4285, as determined by the parent.
2073 1. The statement must document discussion of the process
2074 for a student with a disability who meets the requirements for a
2075 standard high school diploma to defer the receipt of such
2076| diploma pursuant to s. 1003.4282(8) (c) s+—3+003-42825)+e).
2077 2. For the IEP in effect at the beginning of the school

2078 year the student is expected to graduate, the statement must
2079 include a signed statement by the parent, the guardian, or the
2080 student, i1if the student has reached the age of majority and

2081 rights have transferred to the student, that he or she

2082| wunderstands the process for deferment and identifying if the
2083 student will defer the receipt of his or her standard high

2084 school diploma.

2085 (b) A statement of intent to receive a standard high school
2086| diploma before the student attains the age of 22 and a

2087| description of how the student will fully meet the requirements

2088 in s. 1003.4282, including, but not limited to, a portfolio
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pursuant to s. 1003.4282(8) (b) s+—3663-4282{9) (> which meets

the criteria specified in State Board of Education rule. The IEP
must also specify the outcomes and additional benefits expected
by the parent and the IEP team at the time of the student’s
graduation.

Section 20. Paragraph (c) of subsection (22) of section
1002.20, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

1002.20 K-12 student and parent rights.—Parents of public
school students must receive accurate and timely information
regarding their child’s academic progress and must be informed
of ways they can help their child to succeed in school. K-12
students and their parents are afforded numerous statutory
rights including, but not limited to, the following:

(22) TRANSPORTATION.—

(c) Parental consent.—Each parent of a public school

student must be notified in writing that ard—-egive—written
efore the student may be transported in a privately

owned motor vehicle to a school function—inr—aeceordance—with +the

Section 21. Subsection (14) of section 1003.01, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

1003.01 Definitions.—As used in this chapter, the term:

(14) “Core-curricula courses” means:

(a) Courses 1in language arts/reading, mathematics, social
studies, and science in prekindergarten through grade 3,
excluding extracurricular courses pursuant to subsection (15);

(b) Courses in grades 4 through 8 in subjects that are
measured by state assessment at any grade level and courses

required for middle school promotion, excluding extracurricular
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2118 courses pursuant to subsection (15);
2119 (c) Courses in grades 9 through 12 in subjects that are
2120| measured by state assessment at any grade level and courses that
2121| are specifically identified by name in statute as required for
2122 high school graduation and that are not measured by state
2123 assessment, excluding extracurricular courses pursuant to

2124 subsection (15);

2125 (d) Exceptional student education courses; and
2126 (e) English for Speakers of Other Languages courses.
2127

2128 The term is limited in meaning and used for the sole purpose of
2129| designating classes that are subject to the maximum class size

2130 requirements established in s. 1, Art. IX of the State

2131| Constitution. This term does not include courses offered under

2132 ss. 1002.321(3) (e) I802-32+{4+e)y, 1002.33(7) (a)2.b., 1002.37,

2133 1002.45, and 1003.499.

2134 Section 22. Subsection (2) of section 1003.499, Florida

2135 Statutes, is amended to read:

2136 1003.499 Florida Approved Courses and Tests (FACT)

2137 Initiative.—

2138 (2) FLORIDA APPROVED COURSES.—The Department of Education
2139 shall annually publish online a list of providers approved to
2140 offer Florida approved courses which shall be listed in the

2141 online catalog pursuant to s. 1002.321(5) s—36862-323+(6).

2142 (a) As used in this section, the term “Florida approved
2143 courses” means online courses provided by individuals which

2144 include, but are not limited to, massive open online courses or
2145 remedial education associated with the courses that are measured

2146| pursuant to s. 1008.22. Massive open online courses may be
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2147 authorized in the following subject areas: Algebra I, biology,
2148 geometry, and civics. Courses may be applied toward requirements
2149 for promotion or graduation in whole, in subparts, or in a
2150 combination of whole and subparts. A student may not be required
2151 to repeat subparts that are satisfactorily completed.
2152 (b) A Florida approved course must be annually identified,
2153| approved, published, and shared for consideration by interested
2154 students and school districts. The Commissioner of Education
2155 shall approve each Florida approved course for application in K-
2156| 12 public schools in accordance with rules of the State Board of
2157| Education.
2158 Section 23. This act shall take effect July 1, 2023.
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