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HOUSE AMENDMENT

Bill No. CS/HB 543 (2023)
Amendment No.

CHAMBER ACTION

Senate House

Representative Hunschofsky offered the following:

Substitute Amendment for Amendment (988641l) (with title
amendment)
Remove lines 1505-1741 and insert:

Chris Hixon, Coach Aaron Feis, and Coach Scott Beigel Guardian

Program under s. 30.15(1) (k).

(b) A private school that establishes a safe-school

officer must comply with the requirements of s. 1006.12.

References to a school district, district school board, or

district school superintendent in s. 1006.12(1)-(5) shall also

mean a private school governing board or private school head of
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Bill No. CS/HB 543 (2023)
Amendment No.

school, as applicable. References to a school district employee

in s. 1006.12(3) shall also mean a private school employee.

Section 21. Effective upon becoming a law, subsection (2)
of section 1003.25, Florida Statutes, 1s amended to read:

1003.25 Procedures for maintenance and transfer of student
records.—

(2) The procedure for transferring and maintaining records
of students who transfer from school to school is shadt—be
prescribed by rules of the State Board of Education. The
transfer of records must shkadd occur within 3 school days. The

records must shatd+ include, if applicable:

(a) Verified reports of serious or recurrent behavior

patterns, including any threat assessment report, all

corresponding documentation, and any other information required

by the Florida-specific behavioral threat assessment instrument

pursuant to s. 1001.212(12) which contains the evaluation,

vatuatieons—and intervention, and management of the threat

assessment evaluations and intervention services.

(b) Psychological evaluations, including therapeutic
treatment plans and therapy or progress notes created or
maintained by school district or charter school staff, as
appropriate.

Section 22. Effective upon becoming a law, paragraph (b)

of subsection (4), paragraph (b) of subsection (6), and
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Bill No. CS/HB 543 (2023)
Amendment No.

subsections (7) and (9) of section 1006.07, Florida Statutes,
are amended to read:

1006.07 District school board duties relating to student
discipline and school safety.—The district school board shall
provide for the proper accounting for all students, for the
attendance and control of students at school, and for proper
attention to health, safety, and other matters relating to the
welfare of students, including:

(4) EMERGENCY DRILLS; EMERGENCY PROCEDURES.-—

(b) Provide timely notification to parents of threats
pursuant to policies adopted under subsection (7) and the
following unlawful acts or significant emergencies that occur on
school grounds, during school transportation, or during school-
sponsored activities:

1. Weapons possession or use when there is intended harm
toward another person, hostage, and active assailant situations.
The active assailant situation training for each school must
engage the participation of the district school safety

specialist, threat management assessment team members, faculty,

staff, and students and must be conducted by the law enforcement
agency or agencies that are designated as first responders to
the school's campus.

2. Murder, homicide, or manslaughter.

3. Sex offenses, including rape, sexual assault, or sexual

misconduct with a student by school personnel.
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4. Natural emergencies, including hurricanes, tornadoes,
and severe storms.

5. Exposure as a result of a manmade emergency.

(6) SAFETY AND SECURITY BEST PRACTICES.—-FEach district
school superintendent shall establish policies and procedures
for the prevention of violence on school grounds, including the
assessment of and intervention with individuals whose behavior
poses a threat to the safety of the school community.

(b) Mental health coordinator.—Each district school board
shall identify a mental health coordinator for the district. The
mental health coordinator shall serve as the district's primary
point of contact regarding the district's coordination,
communication, and implementation of student mental health
policies, procedures, responsibilities, and reporting,
including:

1. Coordinating with the Office of Safe Schools,
established pursuant to s. 1001.212.

2. Maintaining records and reports regarding student
mental health as it relates to school safety and the mental
health assistance allocation under s. 1011.62(14).

3. Facilitating the implementation of school district
policies relating to the respective duties and responsibilities
of the school district, the superintendent, and district school

principals.
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Bill No. CS/HB 543 (2023)

4. Coordinating with the school safety specialist on the

staffing and training of threat management assessment teams and

facilitating referrals to mental health services,

appropriate,

5.

as

for students and their families.

Coordinating with the school safety specialist on the

training and resources for students and school district staff

relating to youth mental health awareness and assistance.

6.

procedures related

Reviewing annually the school district's policies and

to student mental health for compliance with

state law and alignment with current best practices and making

recommendations,

as needed,

for amending such policies and

procedures to the superintendent and the district school board.

(7)

THREAT MANAGEMENT ASSESSMENT TEAMS.—Each district

school board and charter school governing board shall establish
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(a) Upon the availability of a statewide behavioral threat

management operational process developed pursuant to s.

1001.212(12), all threat management teams shall use the

operational process.

(b)4=2>+ A threat management assessment team shall include

persons with expertise in counseling, instruction, school

administration, and law enforcement, and at least one

instructional or administrative personnel, pursuant to s.

1012.01(2) and (3), who is personally familiar with the

individual who is the subject of the threat assessment. All

members of the threat management assessment team must be

involved in the threat assessment and threat management process

and final decisionmaking.

(c) The threat management team assessment—teams shall

identify members of the school community to whom threatening
behavior should be reported and provide guidance to students,
faculty, and staff regarding recognition of threatening or
aberrant behavior that may represent a threat to the community,
school, or self.

(d) Upon the availability of the Florida-specific

behavioral threat assessment instrument developed pursuant to s.

1001.212(12), all £khe threat management teams assessmenrt—team

shall use that instrument when evaluating the behavior of

students who may pose a threat to the school, school staff, or
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students and to coordinate intervention and services for such

students.
(e)4pb> Upon a preliminary determination that a student
poses a threat of violence or physical harm to himself or

herself or others, a threat management assessment team shall

immediately report its determination to the superintendent or
his or her designee. The superintendent or his or her designee

or the charter school administrator or his or her designee shall

immediately attempt to notify the student's parent or legal
guardian. Nothing in this subsection precludes shedt—prectude

school district or charter school governing board personnel from

acting immediately to address an imminent threat.
(f)4e> Upon a preliminary determination by the threat
management assessment team that a student poses a threat of

violence to himself or herself or others or exhibits

significantly disruptive behavior or need for assistance,

authorized members of the threat management assessmert team may

obtain criminal history record information pursuant to s.

985.04 (1) . A member of a threat management assessmernt Team may

not disclose any criminal history record information obtained
pursuant to this section or otherwise use any record of an
individual beyond the purpose for which such disclosure was made

to the threat management assessment team.

(g)4&3> Notwithstanding any other provision of law, all

state and local agencies and programs that provide services to
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160 students experiencing or at risk of an emotional disturbance or
1ol a mental illness, including the school districts, charter

162 schools, school personnel, state and local law enforcement

163 agencies, the Department of Juvenile Justice, the Department of
164 Children and Families, the Department of Health, the Agency for
165| Health Care Administration, the Agency for Persons with

166 Disabilities, the Department of Education, the Statewide

167 Guardian Ad Litem Office, and any service or support provider
168 contracting with such agencies, may share with each other

169 records or information that are confidential or exempt from

170 disclosure under chapter 119 if the records or information are
171 reasonably necessary to ensure access to appropriate services
172 for the student or to ensure the safety of the student or

173 others. All such state and local agencies and programs shall
174 communicate, collaborate, and coordinate efforts to serve such
175 students.

176 (h)4e> If an immediate mental health or substance abuse
177| crisis is suspected, school personnel shall follow steps

178| pelieies established by the threat management assessment team to

179 engage behavioral health crisis resources. Behavioral health
180 crisis resources, including, but not limited to, mobile crisis
181 teams and school resource officers trained in crisis

182 intervention, shall provide emergency intervention and

183 assessment, make recommendations, and refer the student for

184 appropriate services. Onsite school personnel shall report all
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such situations and actions taken to the threat management

assessmernt team, which shall contact the other agencies involved
with the student and any known service providers to share
information and coordinate any necessary followup actions. Upon
the student's transfer to a different school, the threat

management assessmernt team shall verify that any intervention

services provided to the student remain in place until the

threat management assessment team of the receiving school

independently determines the need for intervention services.
(1)

assessment report required by the Florida-specific behavioral

The threat management team shall prepare a threat

threat assessment instrument developed pursuant to s.

1001.212(12) .

A threat assessment report, all corresponding

documentation, and any other information required by the

Florida-specific behavioral threat assessment instrument in the

threat management portal is an education record.
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SCHOOL ENVIRONMENTAL SAFETY INCIDENT REPORTING.—Each

accurate and timely reporting of incidents related to school
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safety and discipline. The district school superintendent is
responsible for school environmental safety incident reporting.
A district school superintendent who fails to comply with this
subsection is subject to the penalties specified in law,
including, but not limited to, s. 1001.42(13) (b) or s.
1001.51(12) (b), as applicable. The State Board of Education
shall adopt rules establishing the requirements for the school

environmental safety incident report, including those incidents

that must be reported to a law enforcement agency. Annually, the

department shall publish on its website the most recently
available school environmental safety incident data along with
other school accountability and performance data in a uniform,
statewide format that is easy to read and understand.

Section 23. Effective upon becoming a law:

(1) The State Board of Education is authorized, and all

conditions are deemed met, to adopt emergency rules pursuant to

s. 120.54(4), Florida Statutes, for the purpose of implementing

the amendments made to s. 1006.07(9), Florida Statutes. The

Legislature finds that school district discretion over reporting

criminal incidents to law enforcement has resulted in

significant under-reporting of serious crimes. The Legislature

further finds that emergency rulemaking authority is necessary

to ensure that all reportable incidents that are crimes are

reported to law enforcement as soon as practicable starting in

the 2023-2024 school year. Emergency rules adopted under this
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section are exempt from s. 120.54(4) (c), Florida Statutes and

shall remain in effect until replaced by rules adopted under the

nonemergency rulemaking procedures of chapter 120, Florida

Statutes which must occur no later than July 1, 2024.

(2) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, emergency

rules adopted pursuant to subsection (1) are effective for 6

months after adoption and may be renewed during the pendency of

procedures to adopt permanent rules addressing the subject of

the emergency rules.

Section 24. Subsection (3) of section 1006.12, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

1006.12 Safe-school officers at each public school.—For
the protection and safety of school personnel, property,
students, and visitors, each district school board and school
district superintendent shall partner with law enforcement
agencies or security agencies to establish or assign one or more
safe-school officers at each school facility within the
district, including charter schools. A district school board
must collaborate with charter school governing boards to
facilitate charter school access to all safe-school officer
options available under this section. The school district may
implement any combination of the options in subsections (1) - (4)
to best meet the needs of the school district and charter

schools.
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(3) SCHOOL GUARDIAN.—At the school district's or the
charter school governing board's discretion, as applicable,
pursuant to s. 30.15, a school district or charter school

governing board may participate in the Scott Hixon, Coach Aaron

Feis, and Coach Scott Beigel Guardian Program to meet the

requirement of establishing a safe-school officer. The following
individuals may serve as a school guardian, in support of
school-sanctioned activities for purposes of s. 790.115, upon
satisfactory completion of the requirements under s. 30.15(1) (k)
and certification by a sheriff:

(a) A school district employee or personnel, as defined
under s. 1012.01, or a charter school employee, as provided
under s. 1002.33(12) (a), who volunteers to serve as a school
guardian in addition to his or her official job duties; or

(b) An employee of a school district or a charter school
who is hired for the specific purpose of serving as a school

guardian.

If a district school board, through its adopted policies,
procedures, or actions, denies a charter school access to any
safe-school officer options pursuant to this section, the school
district must assign a school resource officer or school safety
officer to the charter school. Under such circumstances, the
charter school's share of the costs of the school resource

officer or school safety officer may not exceed the safe school
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allocation funds provided to the charter school pursuant to s.

1011.62(12) and shall be retained by the school district.

355135

TITLE AMENDMENT
Remove lines 93-106 and insert:
purposes; conforming a provision to a change made by the
act; requiring a private school that establishes a safe-
school officer to comply with specified provisions of law;
providing that the private school is responsible for
certain implementation costs; amending s. 1003.25, F.S.;
revising information included in verified reports of
serious or recurrent behavior patterns; amending s.
1006.07, F.S.; redesignating threat assessment teams as
threat management teams; requiring a charter school
governing board to establish a threat management team;
providing requirements for a threat management team;
requiring the threat management team to prepare a specified
report; authorizing the state board to adopt emergency
rules; providing legislative findings; amending s. 1006.12,
F.S.; conforming a provision to a change made by the act;

creating s.
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